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CHAP.    XI. 

O^   THE    DUTIES    OF    THE    CLERICAL 

PROFESSION. 

\^UR(a)  obfervations  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  prefent  chapter  will  be  reduced  under 
three  general  heads :  the  firft,  relating  to  the 
duties  incumbent  on  the  Candidate  for  Holy 
Orders;  the  fecond,   to  the  conduit  of  the 

Miniftep 

[a)  The  Clergy  may  juftly  boaft,  that  they  enjoy  in  a 
greater  degree  than  any  other  defcription  of  men  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  the  duties  of  their  office  laid  before 
them  by  eminent  writers  belonging  to  their  own  line  of 
life.     They  have  long  ppfleffed  from  the  pen  of  9i{h6p 

VOL,  n.  B  iBumct 


2  ON    THE   DUTIES    OP 

Miniftcr  of  a  Patifh ;  tbe  third,  to  the  duties 
of  a  Bifhop. 

I.  The  firft  points  conccrnihg  which  a 
young  man  defigned  for  the  clerical  pro- 
feffion  is  bound  to  fatisfy'  himfelf  (and  whe- 
ther he  looks  forward  to  that  profeffion  from 
his  own  unbiafled  determination,  or  is  def- 
tined  to  it  by  the  judgement  of  his  parents 

and  friends,  the  enquiry  is  equally  indifpen- 
fable,)  are  the  purpofes  and  intentions  with 

• 

Bumct  an  excellent  treatifc  on  the  paftoral  care  j  and 
pra£lical  direfbions  for  their  condu£^  in  sdmoft  every 
branch  of  their  parochial  funftions,  in  the  admirable 
Charges  of  Archbifliop  Seeker*  The  Charges  too  which 
have  be^n  publiflied  by  fome  modem  prelates  are  highly 
inftruftivc.  Under  thefe  circiim.ftances,  though  it  would 
not  have  been  in  any  refpeft  compatible  with  the  nature 
of  the  prefent  work  to  omit  the  diftin£i:  mention  of  the 
duties  of  the  clerical  profeffion ; .  and  though  I  am  willing 
to  hope  that  fome  parts  of  this  chapter  may.  not  be  alto* 
^ether  deftitute  of  novelty,  and  that  others  may  prefent  to 
the  reader  in  a  coniprefled  form  what  is  more  difFufely 
ftated  by  different  writers  \  it  is  ftrongly  my  wifli  that 
'what  I  fhall  ofier  to  the  reader  may  lead  him, to  the  ftudy 
"of  the  works  already  fpecified  \  particularly  of  the  writings 
-tS  Archbifliop  Seeker  and  Bifhop  Burnet,  to  which  I  have 
-repeatedly  found  my felf  indebted  in  the  courfe  of  the  fol- 
lowing p^e|[.  - 
:.   .  .T  .     ^hich 
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which  he  becomes  a  candidate  foi;  .the  piKce  of 
a  Clergymen.  I  mean  not  that  it  i^  reafonable 
to  exa£t  of  him,  in  feleding  his  occupation,  3., 
degree  of  difregard  to  the  profpeft  of  fubfiftence. 
and  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  which  is  not 
compatible  with  the  common  feelings  of  hu- 
man nature,  nor  required  in  the  common  courfe 
of  human  events.  Extravagant  ftatements  un- 
founded in  reafon  and  fcripture  defeat  their 
own  obje<S;  and,  were  they  likely  to  promote 
it,  ought  not  to  be  adopted.    That  Clergyman 
undoubtedly  may  be  expefted  to  labour  in 
his  vocation  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  and 
fuccefs,  with  the  greateft  comfort  and  advan- 
'tage  to  himfelf  and  to  others,  who  embraces  it 
from  a  fober  and  deliberate  preference  founded 
on  the  nature  of  the  office  itfelf  j  and  from  a 

conviaion  that  it  will  afford  him  opportunities 
more  ample  than  he  (hould  be  likely  to  pof- 

fefe  in  any  other  employment,  of  promoting 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind. 
Yet  to  him  who  fees  no  reafon  to  think^  that 
he  fhall  not  promote  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  piankind  as  much  in  the  church 
as  in  any  other  profeffion  j  who  is  confcien- 
tioufly  refolved   to  make  it  his  leading  ob- 
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jed  to  difcharge  with  ieal  and  fidelity  the 
funftions  of  the  clerical  order,  if  admitted 
to  the  exercife  of  them  ;  and  to  cherifli  the 
temper  and  difpofitions,  and  diligently  to 
aim  at  acqtriring  the  endowments,  neceffary 
to  that  end  ;  and  in  whofe  heart  piety  has  al- 
ready fuch  a  predominant  influence,  as  to  give 
him  a  reafonable  ground  of  confidence  that 
thefe  refolutions  will  be  rendered  by  the  di- 
vine bleffing  permanent  and  efFeftual ;  the 
profpe£t  of  obtaining,  by  the  aid  of  his  friends 
and  relations,  a  competent  provifion  in  the 

church  may  lawfully  be  the  motive  which  de- 
termines him  to  that  line  of  life  in  preference 
to  another.  But  he  who,  from  the  probabi- 
lity of  fucceeding  to  a  family  living,  or  the 
hopes  of  being  pufhed  forward  to  preferment 
by  powerful  connedion^  ftifles  an  inward  re- 
pugnance to  the  office  of  a  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel,  falh  under  the  fevere  cenfure  implied 
in  the  Scripture  againft  thofe  who  "  take  the 
^'  overfight  of  the  flock  of  God  for  [b]  filthy 
*^  lucre."  And  he  who  enters  into  the  clerical 
profeflion,  though  not  from  motives  of  ava- 
rice,  yet  without  duly  eftinuting  its  folemn 

{h)   I  Pet.  V.  2. 

nature 
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jfiature  and  momentpus  funftions,  the  obliga- 
tions which  it  impofes,  and  the  refponfibility 
annexed  to  it ;  without  poflefling  the  qualifi- 
cations eflential  to  the  upright  performance 
,  of  its  duties ;  and  without  a  ferious  purpofe 
of  habitually  driving  to   improve  in   them, 
and  to  exhibit  to  thofe  whom  he  fliall  be 
appointed  to  guide  in  the  way  of  falvation 
an  edifying  example  of  piety  and  virtue;,  en- 
gages in  a  moft  important  concern  with  a 
degree  of  prefumptuous  rafhnefs  little  adapted 
to    enfure    the    future    peace  of    his   own 
mind ;  to  draw  down  the  bleffing  of  God 
upon  his  labours ;  or  to  leave  any  fubftantial 
hopes  that  he  will  labour  at  all  with  zeal  and 
^fSduity. 

The  courfe  of  ftudy  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  candidate  for  orders  in  the  Cliurch  of 
England,  whom  we  are  at  prefent  fuppofing 
already  to  have  gained  a  competent  knowledge 

.   of  the  learned  languages^  fliould  principally  be 
directed,  includes  what  is  ufuafly  comprehended 
under  the  name  of  divinity;  together  with  an  *^ 
examination  of  the  lawfutnefs  and  expediency 

.    of  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliments  in  general,  and 
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ti  the  nature  and  terms  of  our  own  eilabiKh*- 
ment  in  particular. 

It  is  manifeftly  from  the  ftudy  of  the  Scrip- 
tures that  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Chrifti* 
anitj  ate  to  be  learned.  The  perufal  how- 
ever of  thefe  records  of  our  faith  fliould  be 
accompanied  with  feveral  collateral  purfuits 
tukt  affiftances.  Let  the  fuggeftions  of  na- 
tural religion  be  inveftigated.  Clearly  inti- 
mating,  on  the  one  hand,  the  being,  provi* 
•dence,  and  moral  government  of  God ;  and 
on  the  other,  throwing  a  feeble  and  unceiv 
tain  light  on  the  moft  inter efting  of  aU  en- 
quiries, the  terms  on  which  fin  may  be  for- 
given, and  the  ftate  of  mankind  after  death  ; 
they  will  be  found  at  once  to  evince  the  ne- 
ceffity,  and  to  confirm  the  truth,  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Revelation.  Let  the  aSual  ftate  of  the 
world  from  early  times  to  the  birth  of  Chrift 
be  fcrutinized.  The  blindnefs,  obftinacy, 
and  depravity  of  the  Jews ;  the  grofs  igno- 
rance and  the  abandoned  corruption  of  the 
heathen  world :  the  follies  of  the  wifeft  and 
the  failings  of  the  beft  of  the  human  race, 
will  ftill  more  plainly  fhew  the  want  of  a 

divine 
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divine  iaftrudor  and  redeemerii  Let  the  ex- 
ternal and  hiftorical  eyidenqes  of  Chriftianity 
be  put  to  the  teft.  It  will  undeniably  appear 
that  the  Appftles  and  Evangelifts  cpuld  not 
themfeives  have  been  deceived  with  refpedi  to 
the  reality  of  the  fads  which  they  relate :  that 
they  could  have  no  affignable  motives  for  im-^ 
poftng  upon  others ;  and  that,  if  they  had 
made  the  attempt,  they  could  not  poflibly 
have  efcap$d  immediate  and  public  detection* 
The  truth  of  the  Gofpel  narrativei  and  the 
completion  of  many  prophecies  recorded  in 
the  Old  and  New  Teftam^iits,  will  likewifc 
be  found  corroborated  by  pagan  hifiory^  Let 
the  internal  marks  which  the  Qhriilian  doc- 
trine bears  of  a  diviue  origin  be  accurately 
weighed.  It  will  approve  itfelf  as  providing 
a  fui table  and  efficacious  remedy  for  all  the 
wants  and  weaknefTes  of  human  nature;  hold- 
ing out  pardon  for  fin,  but  upon  terms  ad- 
mirably dcvifed  to  prevent  future  ;  o&nces ; 
promifing  affiftaQce  againft  temptations,  but 
on  condition^  adapted  to  call  forth  the  utmoft 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  tempted ;  deliver- 
ing laws  and  precepts  enjoining  the  pureft 
virtue,  and  calculated  to  conduct  every  indi- 

B  4  vidual 
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vidua!  to  the  higheft  degree  of  happinefs  at- 
tainable in  the  prefent  world ;  and  enforcing 
the  univcrfal  obfervance  of  them  by  the  cer- 
tain profpeQ:  of  the  reward  of  immeafurable 
blifs,  and  the  penalty  of  unfpeakable  punifti- 
ment,  in  another  life  never  to  have  an  end. 

•    . 
The  narrative  of  the  Evangelifts  contains 

within  itfclf  many  ftrong  confirmations  of  its 

own  authenticity^  The  unafieded  fimplicity 
of  the  recital,  even  when  it  records  the  moft 
ftupendous  miracles;  the  opennefs  with  which 
the  writers  relate  the  infirmities  and  tranf- 
greffions  of  themfelves  and  their  companions ; 
the  artleflhefs,  and  the  perfedt  freedom  from 
attempts  to  force  compaflion,  in  their  ac- 
counts of  the  indignities  offered  to  their 
inafler;  thefe  and  many  other  charafter- 
iftics  of  truth  have  been  pointed  out  and 
illuftrated  by .  different  writfers.  And  to  the 
clafs  of  arguments  by  which  the  Scriptures 
eftablifh  their  own  veracity,  we  add  the  nu- 
tnerous  indirect  coincidences  [c)  difcovejable 

(f)  This  cxtcnfivc  Kne  of  argument  has  recently  been 
opened  and  purfued  with  (ingular  acutenefs  and  felicity 

by 
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in  the  A€ts  of  the  Apoftles  and  the  Epiftles 
of  St.  Paul  J  coincidences  capable  of  being 
fubftantiated  by  incontrovertible  reafoning; 
yet  often  fo  minute,  remote,  and  circuitous, 
chat  it  exceeds  the  wideft  bounds  of  credi- 
bility to  conceive  that  they  could  have  been, 
the  refult  of 'vague  accident,  or  the  deliberate 
contrivance  of  a  forger.  That  the  Scriptures 
have  defcended  uncorrupted  to  our  hands  is 
evinced  by  the  numerous  and  fucceffive  quo* 
tations  from  them  in  the  writings  of  thofe 
who  lived  in  the  early  ages  of  Chriftianity ; 
by  the  wratchfulnefs  of  contending  fe^ts,  who, 
from  the  days  of  the  Apoftles  to  modern 
times  appealing  to  the  facred  books  as  the 
ftandard  of  their  faith,  mutually  reftraiaed 
each  other  from  corrupting  the  text ;  and  by 
the  uniform  agreement  of  a  multitude  of 
exifting  manufcripts,  many  of  theni  of  very 
antient  date,  except  in  obvious  cafes  of  inr 

• 

by  Mn  Paley,  in  his  "  Horse  Paulina  j"  a  work  dcfenring 
the  ferious  attention  of  every  man  who  doubts,  or  who  has 
to  defend,  the  truth  of  the  Chriftiah  religion.  To  the 
fame  author  alfo  the  public  has  very  lately  become  in- 
debted for  a  compKte  view  of  the  evidences  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

accuracies 
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accuracies  on  the  part  of  the  tranfcribers ; 
inaccuracies  which  the  collation  of  the  mat;^ 
Aufcripts  with  each  other  feldom  fails  to  de- 
tect, and  to  afford  fatisfadory  means  of  re« 
moving. 

By  purfuing  the  inveftigations  of  which  a 
brief  outline  has  here  been  traced,  let  the 
candidate  for  the  clerical  office  imprefs  on  his 
own  mind,  and  qualify  himfelf  to  defend 
againft  every  attack,  the  truth  of  that  religion 
of  which  he  defires  to  be  a  Minifter.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Scriptures  themfelves  are  to  be 
ftudied  by '  him  with  diligent  and  ferious  at- 
tention, for  the  purpofe  of  improvement  in 
religious  knowledge  (i/).      The  New  Tefta^ 

{d)  The  accoimt  given  by  Bifliop  Burnet  of  the  afto- 
ni(hing  ignorance,  a$  to  fcriptural  learning  and  religion, 

of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  applied  to  him  for  ordi- 
nation, i$  fuch  as  would  almoft  have  exceeded  belief,  had 
he  not  been  a  man  of  acknowledged  piety  and  veracity. 
The  f(demn  affeverations  with  which  he  introduces  that 
^count  are  extremely  ftriking. — See  the  paflage  alluded 
to>  beginning  wirfi  the  words  **  I  am  now  in  the  fevent- 
t«thyear  of  my  age/*  page  22  of  his  Preface  to  the  Paf- 
toral  Care,  Glafgow,  1 762  ;  and  occupying  the  two  fub- 
fequent  pages. 

ment 
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meat  in  particular  mufl:  be  perufed  ia  the 
original  language,  with  the  moft  ufeful  helps 
that  can  be  procured  towards  underftandii^ 
it,  more  efpecially  with  the  commentaries  of 
able  expofitors.  67  balancing  their  interpret^ 
ations,  and  comparing  one  part  pf  holy  writ 
with  another,  let  the  ftudent  fatisfy  himfelf  to 
the  beft  of  his  abilities  concerning  the  meaning 
of  obfcure  and  difficult  paflages;  and  accuftom 
himfelf  concifely  to  fum  up  in  his  own  mind 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  dif&rent  ejs^ 
planations  propofed,  and  briefly  to  note  them 
down,  that  he  may  be  able  to  recur  to  them 
on  future  occafions.  Let  him  carry  on  his 
refearcbes  with  a  pious,  humble,  teachable, 
and  impartial  fpirit;  guarding  againfl:  pre- 
conceived opinions  haftily  adopted  ;  againft 
bigotry  for  particular  fyftems ;  blind  pre- 
pofFeffions  in  favour  of  a  particular  inter- 
preter j  and  the  prejudices  of  habit,  of  his 
place  of  education  or  fludy,  of  his  relations 
and  friends,  and  of  his  expected  patrons.  To 
earneft  prayer  for  the  fuperintending  guidantfe 
of  the  Supreme  Being  let  him  join  his  own 
afliduous  exertknis ;  and  follow  the  path  of 
truth  whitherfoever  it  may  lead  him. 

Some 
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Some  degree  of  acquaintance  with  cede- 
iiaftical  hiftory,and  with  the  fundamental  tenets 
of  the  leading  fedls  into  which  the  Chriftian 
world  has  been  divided,  efpecially  in  modern 
times,  may  juftly  be  required  in  every  one 
who  applies  for  admiflion  evpn  to  the  rank  of 
Deacon, 

To  him  who  has  it  in  contemplation  to-be- 
come  a  Minifter  of  an  ejlablijbed  church,  two 
queftions  of  great  importance  offer  themfelves 

ibr  deliberate  difcuflron.  The  tirft  is,  whether 
ecclefi^ftical  eftablifhments  in  general  can  be 

.  defended  as  both  lawful  and  expedient ;  the 
fecond,  whether  the  terms  of  admiflion  into 
the  eftablifhment,  with  whith  h?  isdifirous  of 
connedting  hinifelf,  are  fuch  as  he  may  con- 
fcientioufly  accept.  Thefe  queftionis,  which 
under  any  circumflances  he  ought  to  examine 

r  with  fcrupulous  care,  loudly  demand  his  at- 
tention at  prefentj  ^hen  the  lawfulnefs  anji 

.the  utility  of  all  church  eftj^blifhments  are  not 
unfrequently  denied  ;  and  the  conditions  rcr 

.  quired  by  our  own  Church  of  its  Minifter*  are 
Renounced  as  repugnant  to  the  dodrines  of 
the  Gofpel. 

:  The 
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The  objedions  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  eccfefi- 
aftical  eftablifhments  in  general  are  commonly 
direded  agaitift  the  following  parts. of  their 
confUtutiott :  ^  the  impoiition  of  a,  compulfory 
tax  for.the  injdnteBance.of  the  clergy;  and 
the  excluiive  allotment  of  the  revenue  raifed 
by  it  to  the  teachers  of  a  particular  fe6l.   Now 
it  is  admitted  without  much  dlfpute  to  be  a 
fundamental  ^ordinance  of-  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, that  they  who  devote  their  time  and 
labours  to  the  Gofpel  miniftry  (bould  receive 
amaititenahce  from  thofe  whom  they  inftrud:. 
St,  Paul,  after  having  ftated,  that  under  the 
Jewifh  difpenfacion  the  priefts  who  miniftered 
about  holy  things  lived  of  the  things  of  the 
Temple,  adds :  "  Even  (^)  fo  hath  the  Lord 
"  ordained^  that  they  who  preach  the  Gofpel 
"  ihould  live  of  the  Gofpel."     We  own  that 
the  Apoftle  in  this  paffage,  and  in  (y)  other 
parts  of  his  writings  where  the  fame  topic 
recurs,  was  fpeaking  of  a  provifion  raifed  by 
voluntary  contribution :  for  in  thofe  days  the 
focieties  of  Chriftians,  deftitute  of  all  civil  au- 
thority, had  no  power  to  raife  a  legal  mainte-, 

{ji)  I  Ccr.  ix.  14.         {f)  Gal.  vi.  6.  1  Tim.  v.  17,  18. 

6  nance 
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nance  for  thdr  Miniflers ;  and  if  they  had 
poiTefled  that  power^  the  zeal  and  liberality  of 
individuals  would,  have  rendered  the  exerctfc 
of  it  needlefs.  But  it  virouid  he  moil  un-^ 
reafonable  to  infer  from  this  conceflion,  that 
in  future  times^  and  in  caiea  to  which  St.  Paul 
did  not  in  any  refpe^fl  allude^  the  introduAion 
of  compulfory  meafures  would  ncceflarily  be 
unlawful.  The  "  ordinance  of  the  Lord'^ 
feems  not  only  to  permit,  but  indireftly  to  re- 
quire, that  whenever  a  competent  fubfiftence 

for  the  preachers  of  his  religion  fhould  no 
longer  be  likely  to  arife  from  fpontaneous  do- 
nations, the  defed  fhould  be  remedied  by  law. 
Of  the  fum  proper  to  be  raifed,  and  of  the 
proportion  to  be  required  from  each  indivi- 
dual, every  State  muft  be  the  judge  for  itfelf. 
But  how,  we  are  afked,  is  it  compatible  with 
juftice  to  levy  a  tax  indifcriminately  upon  per- 
fons  of  every  religious  perfuafion,  and  apply 
the  produce  to  the  teachers  of  a  particular 
creed?  Why  is  not  every  man's  payment  af- 
figned  to  his  own  inftruftor ;  inftead  of  being 
divided  among  other  Minifters,  whom  his  con- 
fcierice  forbids  him  to  attend  ?  The  plan  fug- 
gefted  in  this  objedion,  we  muft  at  once  con- 

fefs, 
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fcfs,  {houM  it  be  found  capable  of  being  carried 
into  execution  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
ciollufive  agreements  between  individuals,  ra- 
dically  injurious  to  its  own  efficacy,  and  to 
evince  its  fuperiority  in  promoting  national 
piety  and  virtue,  would  claim  an  undeniable 
preference :  and  the  fuccefs  or  ill  fuccefs  of  an 
inftitution  of  this  nature,  recently  adopted  in 
fome  parts  of  North  America,  may  enable 
pofterity  to  form  a  juft  decifion  on  its  merits. 
But  if  a  State,  and  in  this  cafe  too  every  State 
muft  determine  for  itfelf,  is  of  opinion  that 
national  piety  and  virtue  will  be  beft  [g)  pro- 
moted by  configning  the  whole  fum  raifed  by 
law  for  the  fupport  of  religion  to  teachers  of  a 
particular  defcription,  while  at  the  fame  time 

{g)  "  The  fingle  end  we  ought  to  propofe  by  Church 
**  eftablifliments  is  the  prefervation  and  communication 
^*  of  religious  knowledge.  Every  other  idea,  and  every 
**  other  end  that  have  been  mixed  with  this,  as  the  making 
^<  of  the  Church  an  engine  or  even  an  ally  of  the  State  ; 
**  converting  it  into  the  means  of  ftrengthening  or  of  dif- 
^  fufing  influence  \  or  of  regarding  it  as  a  fupport  of  regal 
**  inoppofition  to  popular  forms  of  govemment^have  ferved 
.  **  only  to  debafe  the  inftitution,  and  to  introduce  into  it 
M  numerous  corruptions  and  abufes/*  ^  Paley*s  Moral  tod 
Political  Philofophy,  6th  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  305. 
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it  leaves  every  man  at  liberty  to  attend  and 
pay  Minifters  of  his  own ;  it  has  the  fame 
right  to  adopt  this  meafure  as  it  would  have 
to  impofe  a  general  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a 
board  of  phy ficians^  ihould  it  deem  that  ftep 
conducive  to  national  health,  payable  even 
by  thofe  who  fhould  not  chOofe  to  employ 
them  ;  or  to  levy  a  general  pound-rate  on 
landed  property  for  the  equipment  of  a  miH- 
tafy  force,  without  exempting  from  its  opera- 
tion thofe  proprietors  who  difapprove  of  the 
meditated,  enterprife. 

The  lawfulnefs  of  church  eftablifliments 
being  admitted,  the  next  enquiry  relates  to 
the  expediency  of  them.  To  come  to  a  ra- 
tional conclufion  on  this  point,  the  candidate 
for  orders  is  to  weigh  the  benefits  refulting 
from  them  againft  the  attendant  difad vantages ; 
and  impartially  to  judge  v^rhich  fcalg  prepon- 
derates. It  cannot  be  ftated  as  one  of  the  ad- 
vantages belonging  to  all  ecclefiaftical  eftablifli- 
ments, that  they  promote  the  difFufion  of  true 
religion.  Whjat  inight  be  afiirmed,  for  ex-» 
ample,  cbnceriying  the  eftabliflied  church  of 
England,  could  riot  be  affirmed  concerning  the 

eftabliflied 
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cftablifhed  church  of  Spain*  But  when  the 
dodrines  taught  under  an  eftablifhment  arc 
thofe  of  genuine  Ghriftianity,  the  inftitution 
may  with  truth  be  defcribed.as  promifing  th^ 
following  good  effedls.  It  {b)  enfures  the  re^ 
gular  performaQjfc  of  religious  rites  and  worr 
fhip  throughout  Ae  whole  country ;  \v;hich 
in  many  places,  through  the.  poverty  of  ^th^ 
inhabitants,  their  negligence  Andfqr^tfulnefs, 
their  repugnancy  to  cq- operation,  or  their  Ayant 
of  piety,  would  otherwise  foon  ceafe  to  be 
performed  at  all ;  or  to  be  performed  by  per- 
fons  competent;,  ori  the  Icore  or  /principles, 
talents,  and  aftaihmehts,  to  be  faithful  iihd  able 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel.  It  enfares  a  perma- 
nent  and  reafpnable  provifion  for'  me  tUlergy  i^ 
which  in  the  pr'eferit  ftate  of  itianriers  arid 
fociety,  whatever  efforts  may  have  been  madt 
by  the  liberality  of  new  converts,  or  by  the 
zeal  of  different  fe£i:s  ftrivine  to  maintain  their 

■       :        . 

grounds  againft  what  they  deem  the  opprefTion 

{i)  In  this  place,  as  in  feme,  other  faints  of  the  pfefent 
chapter,  my  objcdl  is  fimply  xo  fta1;e.'tq  the  theological 
Student  the  leading  arguments  which  it  is  his  duty  to 
examine;  and  to  refer  him  to  writers  who  difcufs  them  at 
length,  for  thofe  clucidfetlonsl  and  thofe  ahfwers  to  fub- 
ordinate  obje<51ion8,  which  cDuld  not  be  ftated  here  with- 
out entering  upon  too  wide  a  field.  , 
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of  a  national  church,  would  in  vain  be  expedei 
from  voluntary  contributions  :  and  thus  gives 
them  weight  and  refpcdability  in  the  eftima-- 
tion  of  their  hearers;  and  removes  the  tempt- 
ations to  rivalfhips  and  contentions  with  each 
J'other,  to  habits  of  iervility  and  conftraitlt,  and 
to  the  practice  of  accommodating  the  doftrines 
of  Chri^anity  to  local  circumftances  and  hu- 
mours^  for  the  fake  of  gaining  or  preferving 
a  precarious  fubfcription.  And  it  enfures  to 
the  Clergy  Icifure  for  the  due  difcharge  of  the 
private  duties  of  their  profeflion,  and  for  the 
purfuits  of  theological  and  other  ufeful  learn- 
ing ;  and  the  means^  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  de- 
gree, of  furnifiiing  themfelves  with  the  books 
and  affiftances  requifite  in  the  profecution  of 
their  ftudies. 

The  difadvantages  attached  to  church  efta- 
blifhments  are  the  following.  They  afford 
encouragement  in  fome  refpedls  to  idlenefs  j 
as  individual  Clergymen  may  be  conliderably 
remifs  in  the  difcharge  of  feveral  of  their  func- 
tions, and  conliderably  reprehenfible  in  their 
mode  of  life,  without  incurring  any  diminution 
of  their,  incomes.  This  evil  will  be  in  fome 
degree  counterafted  by  the  delire  which  even 

the 
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tbe  mdft  carelefs  o(  the  Clergy  will  generally 
feel  to  prcferve  a  refpeSable  charader,  partly 
as  the  means  of  pofieffing  the  efteem  of  their 
neighbours,  and  partly  perhaps  as  a  recommen- 
dation to  preferment.  Yet  fuch  confideration^, 
not  being  powctfiil  enough  to  t&&  a  real 
change  of  heart,  :wiU:  ieldom  produce  more 
than  an  attention  to  thqfe  duties  which  are  tn- 
difpenfably  requipe^bylaw andxuftom,and IQ 
outward  decorum  in  magnets  and. cpndud:* 
More  may  be  done  by  proper  vi|;ilanGe  op 
the  part  of  Biflupps^  and  others  to  whoni 
eccleiiaftical  authority,  is  committed,  in  em- 
ploying  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  excite 
the  Clergy  undet  their  fuperinteadeace  to  pifety 
and  virtue.;  and  to  imprefs  them  with  i^rong 
fenfe  of  the  folemn  obligations  and  refpoh- 
fibility  annexed  to  the  fituation  of  a  paro- 
chial Minifter.  Church, eftablilhments  have 
alfo  the  inherent  defe^  of  biafling  th^  judgp- 
ment  and  enfnaring  th,e  1  confcifpces  of  the 
Clergy,  by  the  tempts^tions  whicjbi  they  un- 
avoidably hold  out  tci,them,to%ive. to  comply 
with  the  terms  apd'fubfcriptions  required; 
temptations  which  muft  be  expeded  to  lead 
in  many  inftances  to  prevarication  and  infin- 
cerity.     With  regard  to  the  effefts  of  church 
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eftablifhments  in  biafEngthe  judgement,  it  may 
hot  be  improper  to  add,  that  they  in  feme 
degree  refemble  thofe  produced  by  education, 
and  by  fixed  political  inftitutions.  If  the  mind 
is  naturally  led  to  entertain  a  ftrong  predeKc-^ 
tion  for  the  principles  of  action  with  which 
it  has  become  familiar,  or  for,  a  particular  form 
of  government  which  it  has  been  habitually 
taught  to  admire  ;  fhould  thq  principles  of 
action  ahd  the  form  of  government  be  intrin'* 
(ically  deferving  of  preference,  the  prejudice 
(for  we  will  not  deny  it  to-be  a  prejudice) 
t>perates  on  the  fide  of  utility.  The  cafe  is 
•the  fame  with  fefpedtb  ecckfiaftical  eftablifh- 
ments. But  impartiality  requires  us  unreferv- 
cdly  to  own  that  prejudice  feldom  difcrimi- 
•natqs,  and  leaft  of  a»ll  when  united  with  felf- 
iiltereft;  and  that  Under  this  cifcumftancfe 
in  particular  it  will  feldom  fail  to  defend  infti«»- 
tuitions  Tadieally  blameable,  and  thofe  points 
in  juft  ahd  beneficial  inftitutions  which  may  be 
liable  to  obje^ion.  In  order  to  reduce  within 
the  narroweft  bounds  theiYifluenceof  the  tempt- 
ations which  have  recently  been  ftated,  the 
conditionsof  ftdmiflion  to  the  minifterial  office 
ought  ftudioufly  to  be  made  as  few  and  as  fim- 
ple  as  poffible  j  and  ihould  be  revifed  from 
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time  to  time,  that  no  one  of  them  may  be  con- 
tinued longer  than  the  neceflity  for  impofing  i( 

exifts ;  and  that  thofe  errors,  which  the  reflec- 

•  ... 

tion  of  fucceeding  generations,  aided  by  the 
additional  light   thrown  on  various  parts  of 
the  Scriptures  in  the  general  progrefs  of  learn- 
ing,  will   probably   difcover  in   fubordinate 
points  even  in  the  purefteftablifhments,may  be 
removed  without  delay.     And  finally,  church 
eftabliftiments  tend  to  fofter  in  the  breaft  of 
their  members,  and  perhaps  of  their  miniftersin 
particular,  more  or  lefs  of  bigotry,  narrownefs 
of  mind,  unreafonable  prejudices,  and  a  want  of 
toleration  and  charity  towards  all  who  diflent 
from  the  national  religion;  effedls  which  no- 
thing will  prevent  but  a  conftant  recolle£tion 
of  the  unlimited  right  of  private  judgement 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  an 
affiduous  cultivation  of  the  mild  and  benevo- 
lent fpirit  of  Ghriftianity .    On  concluding  this 
fummary  ftatement  of  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages likely  to  accompany  the  inftitution 
of  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhments  (its  lawfulnefs 
having  been  previoufly  fettled),  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  too  much  to  affirm,  that  in  the  exift- 
ing  ftate  of  moft  parts  of  the  world  the  infti- 
tution, when  properly  regulate,  and  accom- 
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pahied  with  complete  toleration,  promifes  to 
be  radically  ferviceable  to  religion  ;  and  abun- 
dantly to  overpay  with  fubftantial  benefits  thofe 

undefirable  *  corifcquences,   with   which,    in 

• «-....        ...    .     ^      ^ 

cbninion  with  cVery  other  human  arrange- 

'.'■?•      ..'••'-    .  • .    ..    .     .  . 

xheht,  it  will  Unavoidably  be  attended. 

The  theological  Student,  after  having  fatif- 
fied  himfelf  as  to  the  lawfulnefs  and  expediency 
of  the  inftitution  of  church  eftablifliments  in 
general,  has  in  the  fecond  place  to  examine 
the  difcipline  and  doctrines  of  the  Church  of 
England^ 

In  the  exterior  form  and  adminiftration  of 
our  national  church  he  will  obferve  two  pro- 
minent features ;  that  a  gradation  of  rank  and 
office  takes  place  among  the  Clergy ;  and  that, 
parochial  Minifters  are  neither  appointed  by 
the  fuffrigci  of  the  perfons  whom  they  are  to 
inftruft,  nor  difmiffible  at  their  option.  And 
he  will  naturally  enquire  into  the  reafons 
which  may  be  alleged  in  fupport  of  thefe 
arrangements* 

It  is  now  admitted  by  the  generality  of  Pro- 
teftantSi  that  no  command  was  delivered,  either 

by 
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by  Chrift  or  by  his  Apoftles,  afligiiidg  to  the 
Chriilian  Church  any  fpecific  unalterable  form 
of  government ;  but  that^  while  various  officest 
fuited  to  the  iltuation  and  exigencies  of  the 
new  converts,  were  inftituted  at  the  beginning 
(fome  of  which,  as  that  of  D^cone0eS|  have 
long  fallen  into  difufe),  Chriftians  were  left  at 
liberty  to  adopt  in  future  times  fuch  modes  of 
ecclefiaftical  adminiftration  and  difcipline,  as 
they  ihould  deem  moft  eligible  in  the  circum-> 
ftances  under  which  they  ihould  find  them- 
ielves  placed.  At  the  fame  time  it  appears 
equally  clear  from  Ecclefiaftical  Hiflory,  that 
the  Apoftles  uniformly  eflabllfhed  a  Bifhop  over 
every  Church  which  they  planted,  as  foon  as 
the  Church  afTumed  a  flable  form,  and  became 
numerous ;  and  that  during  feveral  centuries 
the  pre-eminence,  and  the  jurifdi^ion  of 
Bifhops  were  never  queftioned*  Hence  it  feems 
reafonable  to  conclude^  that  nothing  fhort  of 
a  caufe  of  very  high  importance  can  warrant 
in  any  church  the  difufe  of  Epifcopacy.  The 
incidental  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the 
mode  of  government  adopted  in  the  edablifh* 
ment  of  our  own  country  are  principally  thefe. 
The  diftindtion  of  orders  in  the  church,  bear- 
ing a  flrong  refemblance  to  the  gradations  of 
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rank  in  civil  life^  provides  friends  and  com-r 
panione  among  the  Clergy,  and  the  benefits 
which  may  refult  from  their  fociety  actd  cx*^  ' 
ample,  not  merely  for  the  inferior,  but  like- 
wife  for  the  higheft,  clafles  in  the  community* 
The  ftatipnsi  of  fuperior  dignity  and  opulence 
caufe  young  men  of  talents  to  be  educated  for 
•the  church,  who  tvould  otherwife  be  deftincd 
to  fome  occupation  deemed  more  honourable, 
and  juftly  expelled  to  prove  lucrative;  and 
alfo  tend  toenfure  .to-  the  clerical  profeffion 

,  •  •  • 

that  general  refpeft,'  which  enlarges  the  influ- 
ence and  adds  tothee-^tft  of  ^he  labours  Qf  ea<;h 
individual  Minifter.  And  when  the  foperin- 
tendency  of  the  church,  and  the  determins^tion 
of  all  queftmns  rcfpeflking  the  management  of 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  and  the  condu(!t  of  parti- 
culaf  Clergymen,  is  vefted  rln  a  few  perlpns ; 
more  calmnefs  and  temper:  in  examining,  and 
more  impartiality- in^ -deciding,  may  probably 
take  place,  than  when  they  are  committed  to 
a  numerous  aflembly;  wb^e  turbulence,  in-.* 
trigue,  and  the  fpirit  of  party  may  more.eafily 
find  admittance,  and  the'fhame  of  an  un-^ 
juft  decifion  be  loft  aihidft  the  multitude  of 
JMges. 

The 
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The  right  of  nominating  Mihifteri  to  vacant 
benefices  wi^rufted  by  t||ie  State  to  private  pw^^ 
fens  is  calculated  to  remedy  the  many  difordera 
and  evife  which  wpuld  t)e  likely  to  arife  ia 
this  country,  were  the  choice  left  to  be  deter- 
mined in  each  parish  by  the  fufiragea  of  <the 
inhabitant^     It  i^  not  merely  that  teachera  of 

every  diffejrent  feft.  of  Chiiftianity  might  fuc- 
ccflivcly  be  placed  in  the  pulpit,  according  to 
the  varying  ftrcngth  of  their  feveral  parties  ; 
but  the  moil:  bitter  animofities  would  perpe^ 
tually  be  excited  among  the  voters  of  the  fame 
fe^Sy  in  confequcnce  of  their  fentimcnts  being 
divided  in  favour  of  different  competitors  all 
profefling  the  fame  tenets.  The  fuccefsful  can- 
didate would  be  received  with  fixed  avcrlion 
by  a  large  proportion  of  the  parifliioncrs ;  and 
his  inftrudions  heard  with  deeply  rooted  pre* 
judidesby  moft  of  the  defeated  electors  who 
ihould  think  proper  to  attend  them.  On  the 
profpedl  of  his  death  or  removal,  the  parifh 
would  be  aflailed  with  every  art  pradifed  in 
a  venal  borough ;  and  when  either  of  thofe 
events  fhould  happen,  the  flame  of  con- 
tention would  break  forth.  The  choice  of 
a  Minifter  of  the  gpfpel  of  peace  would  be 
the  fource  of  angry  conteft  and  permanent  dif- 
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idrd ;  and  the  benefice  would  too  condmonly 
he  the  prize,  not  of  piety  and  merit,  but  of^ 
private  tampering,  fecret  or  open  menaces,  and 
fuperior  fkili  in^he  manoeuvres  of  elections. 

WeretheMinifterof  apari(h  difmiflible  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  parifhioners,  it  is  obvious  under 
what  temptations  he  would  lie  to  drive  to  i^ain-* . 
tain  his  pofl,'by  relinquifhing  his  legal  rights  ; 
by  praftifing  fervile  artifices;  by  courting  the 
favour,  humouring  the  caprice,  and  forbearing 
to  reprove  the  vices  of  the  principal  people  of 
the  place ;  and  by  overftrsdning  or  fuppreiling 
particular  dodlrines  of  Chriftianity  in  compli- 
ance with  local  prejudices.  The  mod  upright 
Mihifter  might  find  himfelf  fuddenly  expelled 
by  the  unexpeded  jun<3;ionof  fed^s  and  parties, 
difcordant  on  every  other  point,  but  uniting 
and  co-operating  for  the  purpofe  of  driving 
him  from  the  pulpit.  To  thefe  evils  are  to 
be  added,  all  or  mod  of  thofe  which  have  re- 
cently been  dated  as  the  natural  confequences 
of  an  eleftive  Clergy.  For  even  if  the  choice 
of  a  fucceffor  to  the  perfon  difmifled  was  veded 
in  a  private  patron ;  the  parifli  might  ultimately 
enfure  the  appointment  of  the  Clergyman  who 
bad  been  mod  adroit  in  conciliating  their 

good-' 
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gocyd-will,  by  pcrtinacioiifly  rejedlng  any 
other  who  0iould  be  nominated. 

The  candidate  for  orders  in  the  Church  of 
England  has  in  the  lad  place  to  examine  into  the 
nature  of  the  fubfcriptions  and  engagements 
which  are  required  of  young  men  on  their  ad- 
miflion  to  the  minifterial  functions ;  that  is  to 

fay,  the  fubfcriptions  made  before  the  Bifliop 
a^tecedently  to  ordination,and  the  engagements 
contained  in  the  oflSce  of  ordination  itfei£ 

The  full  and  feur  import  of  the  obligations 
thus  contracted  muft  be  coUefted  from  a  fober 
invcftigatiou  of  the  fubjed:,  and  from  writers 
of  credit  and  refpeftability  who  profefledly 
treat  of  them  in  detail.  It  is  not  probable  that 
roany  difiiculties  will  arife  except  with  regard 
to  the  thirty-nine  articles.  Concerning  thofc 
articles  it  may  be  proper  to  add  a  few  words. 

Articles  of  religion  feem  to  be  a  neceflary 
part  of  every  ecclefiaftieal  eftabiiihment;  as 
forming  the  only  criterion  by  which  thofe 
teachers  who  hold  the  dodrines  of  the  eft^- 
blifliment  can  be  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  who 
do  not.  The  unlawfulnefs  of  requiring  any 
fubfcriptlon  whatever, though  not  unfrequently 

aflertecjji 
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aflcrtcd,  can  never  te  evinced.  For  if  it 
be  lawful  to  require  of  a  perfoa  whtb  applies 
.  for  an  office  in  the  State,  or  an  employment 
in  private  life,  fome  proof  of  his  pbffeffing  th? 
qualifications  neceflfary  for  difcharging  the  idu- 
ties  of  the  poft,  and  an  engagement  that  he  will 
difcharge  them  faithfully  while  he  continues 
to  hold  it ;  why  is  a  fimilar  proceeding  in  the 
cafe  of  ecclefiaftical  offices  neceifarily  unlaw- 
ful  ?  And  when  an  office  is  inftituted  for  the 
purpofe  of  inculcating  certain  dodtrines  j  is  it 
not  lawful  and  reafonable  to  require  of  thofe, 
who  voluntarily  apply  foradmiffion  into  the 
office,  an  explicit  declaration  whether  they 
believe  the  dodrines?  For  that  belief  is  a 
qualification  indifpenfablyrequifite  to  theirfut- 
filling  with  integrity  and  effefl:  the  fundlions, 
with  the  difcharge  of  which  they  defire  to  be 
cntrufted. 

In  fubfcribing  the  thirty-nine  articles,  the 
intention  of  the  authority  which  prefcribes 
fubfcription  is  to  be  fatisfied.  This  authority  is 
not  (/)  the  Legiflature  of  the  1 3th  Eliz.  which 

(i)  See  the  PrincipleB  of  Moral  Philofophy  invcftigated, 
&c.  4th  edit.  p.  265,  266,  by  the  author— and  alfo  voU  i. 
p.  9i>  of  the  prefent  work. 

pafFed 
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paffcd  the  aft  impdfihg  fubfcription ;  but  the 
exiftiug  Legiflature  of  this  country,  which 
having  the  power  of  repealing  that  aft  and  for- 
bearing to  exercife  it,  ratifies,  and  as  it  were 
re-enafts^he  law.  The  point  therefore  which 
the  candidate  for  orders  has  to  decide,  is  the 
nature  of  the  fubfcription  which  will  fatisfy 
tl^  intcntiofi  of  the  Legiflature  exiftin^  fett  the 
time ;  in  other  words,  he  is  to  afcertain  what 
engagements  that  Legiflature  deenis  the  fub- 
fcriber  of  the  articles  to  contraft',  and  what,  if 
any,  is  the  latitude  of  interpretation,  when  the 
e^lpreffioiis  etnployed  in  the  articles  admit  fdmc 
latitude,  which,  it   allows.  .^Jn   determining 
.riiefe  queftions,  he  is  not  in  the  flighteft  degree 
bound  by  the  meaning  and  intention^  pf  th? 
LegiflatUTi^  of  13th  Eliz.  if  he  has  fufficicnt 
reafon  to  judge  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
the  exifting^Legiflature  to  be  different. 

The  form-  of  fubfcriptibh  ftates,  that  "  all 
"  and  every  {k)  the  articles  are  agreeable  to 
"  the  word  of  God ;"  a  form  which,  if  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  Legiflature  has  relaxed 
in  its  demands,  muft  appear  entirely  to  over- 
throw the  opinion  of  thofe  writers  who  main- 

(i)  Burn's  Eccl.  Law,  3d  edit.  vol.  iii.  p.  35.. 

tain 
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tain  that  the  articles  may  be  confcientiou^^ 
fubfcribed  by  perfons  who  think  them  true  in 
the  main 9  yet  believe  fevcral  of  them  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  fcriptures«  Some  latitude  (/) 
of  interpretation  however  feems  clearly  allow- 
ed ;  fome  is  and  has  loiig  been  conftantly  in 
ufe ;  and  the  fa£l:  has  beeii  fo  notorious  to  many 
fucceffive  LegiflatureS,  that  it  may  fairly  be 
taken  fpr  granted,  that  difapprobation  of  the 
pradtice  would  have  been  tcftified  by  public 
authority,  had  it  been  felt.  For  fimilar  rea- 
fons  it  may  be  concluded,  that  if  fome  of  the 
articles  are  fo  worded  as  to  be  fairly  capable 
of  more  than  one  fenfe  compatible  with  the 
Scriptures,  fubfcription  in  any  one  of  thofe 
fenfes  will  fatisfy  the  Legiflature.  Yet  as  a 
latitude  in  itfelf  of  an  indefinite  nature,  and 
extending  to  a  variety  of  particulars,  is  al- 
ways liable  to  be  enlarged  by  the  fubfcriber 
in  proportion  to  his  difficulties,  until  at  length 
it   exceeds   almoft  all  bounds;   and  as  the 

(/)  Archbifliop  Seeker,  fpeaking  of  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles, fays :  «  Egent  hodie  tantum  explicatione  commoda ; 
non  vafram  et  veteratoriam  intelligo,  fed  artis  grammaticx 
criticssque  regulis  confonam/*  Orat.  Synod,  p.  363.— • 
I  gladly  refer  the  reader  to  the  recent  work  of  Bifliop 
Pretyman,  entitled,  "  Elements  of  Chriftian  Theology." 

truly 
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iruly  pious  are  the  perfons  who  are  partku- 

• 

krly  expofed  to  fcruples  of  confcience,  and 
the  perfons  whofe  fcruples  it  is  on  every 
account  moft  defireable,  as  far  as  it  may  be 
praaicablei  to  meet  or  to  prevent,  that  the 
Church  may  not  without  neceffity  lofe  the 
invaluable  b:enefit  of  their  minifterial  labours: 
itihould  fecm  that  a  temperate  revifal  of  the 
articles,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Bench  of 
Bifhops,  for  the  purpofe  of  omitting  fuch  as 
may  now  be  fuperfluous,  and  fimplifying 
thofe  which  are  obfcure,  would  contribute 
equally  to  the  interefts  of  the  eftabliflied 
Church,  and  to  the  credit  s^nd  comfort  of  its 
Minifters  (^). 

Againft  this  temptation  to  ufe  unwarrant- 
able latitude  in  interpreting  the  articles,  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  one,  who  ftudies  them 
with  a  view  to  fubfcription,  honeftly  and  di- 
ligently to  guard.  A  defire  previoufly  formed 
of  entering  into  the  Church;  the  diflBculties 
and  inconveniencies  of  turning  to  another  line 
of  life ;  the  fuggeftions  of  inter^ft  in  all  its 
Ihapes,  referring  to  paft  expences  and  to  future 

(i»)  Sec  fupra,  p.  2c— 22. 

Jprolpeds; 
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profpe<9:s  j  th^fe  and  other  circumftances  will 
be  very  ipt  to  bias  the  judgjement,  and  in- 
fiue;ice  the  determination,  of  the  enquirer* 
Liet  him  never  forget  his  danger;  let  bim  ex* 
amine  the  meaning  of  the  feveral  articles  with 
upright  views  and  impartial  inveftigation  j  let 
him  not  content  himfelf  with  perufing  what 
has  been  written  in  their  defence }  but  qualify 
himfelf  to  form  a  fatisfadlory  decifion  refpe^Q^ 
ipg  their  conformity  to  the  Scriptures,  in  the 
fame  manner  in  which  he  would  enable  him- 
felf  to  detern^-e:  any  other  controverted  pointf 
by  iofprming  himfelf  of  tjie  :_p!rin^ipal  arg^v- 
ments  alleged  againft  them,'  aiid- ;  appretiatin^ 
with  equal  deliberation  and  fairnefs  wfaatiie 
finds  urged  on  either  fide  of  the  queftion.  Let 
Jbim  remember,  that  if  he  fubfcribes  while 
perplexed  by  diftrafling  doubts, :  and  withotH: 
peace  and  fatisfaftion  of  mind^  he  not  only  in- 
curs prefent  guilt ;.  and  guilt  too  wiiich  will  be 
likely  to  be  continually  aggravated,' ^s  long:  as 
he  remains  a  Minifter  of  the  eila^lifhed  Church 
with  his  fcruples  unremoved;  hut  entails  upon 
himfelf  cdnftant  uneafinefs  and.  difquiet,  and 
coriftant  temptations  to  endeavour  to  blind  his 
underftandingand  ftiflehis  cbnvidion;  tempta- 
tions which  win  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
'  i       '  length 
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Fengtb  of'  time  during  which  he  fhall  have 
been  a  Minifter  of  the 'national  Church,  and' 
to  the  preferment  and  profits  which  he  derived 
from  it.  If  the  refult  of  his  enquiries  and 
reflections  fhould  be  fuch,  that  he  feels  himfelf 
incapable  of  making  the  neceflary  fubfcriptioa 
with  a  fafe  and  quiet  confciencej  let  him  defift 
from-  his  intention  of  enrolling  himfelf  among 
the  Clergy  of  the  eftablifhment. 

I;  may  not  be  fuperfluoiis  to  remark,  that 
the  ufe  of  unjuftifiable  means  in  gaining  tefti- 
monials,  certificates,  or  titles;  and  attempts 
to  impofe  on  the  Bifliop  by  procuring  the 
affiftance  of  others  in  the  exercifes  and  com- 
pofitions  enjoined  antecedently  to  ordination 
as  trials  of  the  candidate's  abilities  and  at- 
tainments, can  be  confidered  in  no  other  light 

than  in  that  of  frauds ;  and  of  frauds  com- 
mitted on  an  occafion  when  every  feeling  of 
confcience  ought  to  be  awake,  and  when 
ingenuoufnefs  and  integrity  are  particularly 
required. 

IL  We  are  in  the  next  place  to  fpeak  of 
the  conduct  of  a  Minifter  of  a  parifh. 
.  VOL.  li.  D  But 
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But  before  the  duties  of  the  office 'are  ftated 
let  the  young  Clergyman  be  warned  againft 
reprehenfible  methods  of  attaining  the  office 
itfcif*      Under  this  defcription  are  included 
all  kinds  of  illegal  and  fimoniacal  proceedings, 
whether  appearing  in  the  flhape  of  diredt  pay- 
ments of  money,  of  general  bonds  of  refigna- 
t^on,   or  of  contradls  to  cede  any  aftual  or 
probable  rights  of  the  living,  to  lower  tithes  or 
dues,  or  not  to  augment  them,  or  to  transfer  to 
any  other  perfon  a  portion  of  the  produce  of 
the  benefice  ;  and  all  infincere  and  difhonour- 
able  means  of  conciliating  a  patron's  favour/ 
as  by  pretending  to  concur  in  the  peculiarities 
of  his  religious  opinions,  or  In  his  fentiments 
refpedling  political   meafures,    the  charadlers 
of  individuals,  fubjefts  of  local  difcuffion,  or 
other  topics  incidentally  brought  forward  -in 
converfation(;/)5  by  fubmitting  to  be  his  agent. 

in 

• 

(«)  To  fome  of  the  temptations  here  enumerated,  a 
young  Clergyman  received  into  the  families  of  Bifliops,  or 
of  Lay  Peers,  or  of  wealthy  Commoners,  as  a  chaplain,  or 
as  a  private  tutor  to  their  children,  is  particularly  expofed. 
His  fituation  indeed,  whatever  advantages  it  may  poflefs, 
is  a  poft  of  danger  i  and  the  utmoft  vigilance  is  neceffary 
to  preferve  him  froiyi  gaining  habits  of  afFedlation,  vanity, 

and 
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in  the  venal  traffic  of  eleftions ;  by  ftudioufly 
becoming  the  conftant  companion  of  his  field 

fports;  or  by  partaking  of  the  intemperance 
of  his  table,  and  acquiefcing  in  fcenes  of  vice, 
riot^  and  profanenefs.  In  the  cafe  of  ledture-* 
ihips,  and  other  elective  employments  in  the 
church,  let  no  inipofition  be  praftifed  to  cap- 
tivate the  voters  and  delude  their  ignorance ; 
nor  let  any  attempt  be  made,  if  they  are  tradef- 
inen,or  in  more  humble  ftations,too^ierawe  their 
free  choice  by  the  authority  and  influence  of 
men  on  whofe  favour  they  are  dependent.  If 
a  living  is  to  be  held  for  a  minor,  let  no  re* 
ferve  or  fubterfuges  be  pradifed  to  conceal  the 
tranfadlion.  And  let  not  preferment  be  fought 
in  any  cafe  with  a  degree  of  anxiety  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  full  and  lively  conviction  of  the 
fuperintending  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  a  cheerful  refignation  to  the  will 
of  the  Bifpofer  of  all  events. 

Among  the  peculiar  fundions  of  the  Mini-* 
fter  of  a  parifh,  the  celebration  of  divine  wor^ 

and  felf-conceit  5  imbibing  lofty  ideas  and  expeftations, 
and  contrafting  a  time-ferving  difpofition,  and  that  abjeft 
deference  to  the  Great,  which  is  often  found  united  with 
arrogance  towards  equals  and  inferiors. 

D2  fliip 
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fhi^  naturdlj  offers  itfelf  in  the  firft  place  tci 
our  attention. 

The  ufual  times  of  public  wofftxip  ought 
never  to  be  changed  by  the  Minifter  for  the  • 
purpofe  of  fuiting  his  own  convenience,  when 
his  hearers  will  be  incommoded  or  difpleafed 
by  the  alteration,  and  of  courfe  be  apt  to  re- 
lax in  their  attendance.  There  are  perfons  in 
every  parifli  to  whofe  minds  the  flighteft  pre- 
tence is  a  fuflBcient  apology  for  omitting  to  go 
to  church ;  and  they  who  take  offence  at  th« 
conduct  of  the  Clergyman  often  gratify  them- 
felve^  by  the  abfurd  revenge  of  keeping  away 
from  his  inftrudlions.  Neither  ought  any 
portion  of  the  duty  to  which  the  congregation 

has  been  accuftomed,  either  on  Sundays  or 
on  holidays,  to  be  difcontinued.  On  the 
contrary,  if  any  unreafonable  deficiency  has 
hitherto  prevailed  (and  in  particular  with  re-, 
fpedt  to  the  frequency  of  fermons,  and  the 
recurrence  of  the  facrament),  a  confcientious 
Minifter  will  be  fplicitous  to  obviate  it  for  the 
future. 

In  reading  the  liturgy,  a  natural,  diflindl, 
and  moderately  (low  pronunciation,  audible 

♦.     ..  throughout 
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throughout  the  church,  but  not  overftrained ; 
appropriate  to  the  feveral  parts  df  the  fervice, 
but  free  from  aflfeded  emphalls ;  and  that 
earneft  and  impreffive  Iblemnity  of  manner 
which  proves  the  heart  6f  the  Minifter  to  be 
cngage;d  in  his  employment,  are  qualifications 
of  the  higheft  importance.  This  remark  muft 
be  extended  to  the  recital  of  the  baptifmal 
office,  and  of  other  (imilar  parts  of  the  book  of 
common  prayer ;  which  are  fometimes  read 
with  fo  much  hafte  and  irreverence  as  to  lofe 
|J1  appearance  of  being  offices  of  religion. 

With  refpefk  to  the  compofitioti  ((?)  of  fer- 
inons,  the  only  obfervations  ptoper  to  be  fngr- 

gefted 

[p)  See  Archbifliop  Seeker's  Third  Charge  to  the  Clergy 
of  the  Diocefe  of  Canterbury  \  and  Mi*.  Paley's  Advice  to 
the  young  Clergy  of  the  Diocdfe  of  Carlifle.  The  €©rf- 
jclufion  of  the  following  extraft  from  the  latftr  perfof m- 
ance  deferves  particular  attention^     "  I  am  far  from  re- 

*'  fufing  you  the  benefit  of  other  men's  labours;  I  only  re- 
«*  quire  that  they  be  called  in,  not  to  flatter  laiinefs,  biit 
^'  to  affiftinduftry.  You  find  yourfelf  unable  fb  furhifti 
^*  a  fetmon  every  week-,  try  to  compofe  one  every  mohth. 
*^  Depend  upon  it,  you  will  confult  your  own  fatisfaftion 
"  as  well  as  the  edification  of  your  hearers  j  arid  that, 
^  however  inferior  your  compofition  may  be  to  thofe  of 

P  3  "  others 
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gefted  in  this  place  are,  that  they  (hould  Be 
plain/ and  that  they  fliould  be  Chriftian  dif^ 
courfes. 

A  fermori  which  is  above  the  capacity  of 
the  congregation  to  which  it  is  addrefled  id 
ufelefs  or  difgufting.  In  almoft  every  congre- 
gation the  poor  and  unlearned  form  by  much 
the  larger  part;  and,  univerfally,  the  meaning 
of  the  preacher  mnft  be  caught  at  once,  or  it 
is  totally  loft.  Hence  the  peculiar  neceflity 
of  plainnefs  in  propounding  the  fubjedi  to  be 
difcuffed,  and  in  the  manner  of  treating  it* 
Our  rule  therefore,  while  it  requires,  in  dif- 
courfes  addrefled  to  ordinary  congregations,  a 
fimple  and  perfedly  obvious  arrangement, 
and,  in  moft  cafes,  the  profefled  divifion  of 
the  fubje^s  into  a  few  general  heads ;  pro- 
fcribes  the  bewildering  multiplicity   of  fub- 

*«  others  in  fome  refpeflts,  they  will  compehfate  for  many 
**  defe£ls  by  a  clofer  application  to  the  ways  and  manners, 
<*  the  aftual  thoughts,  reafoning,  and  language,  the  errors, 
*<  doubts,  prejudices  and  vices,  the  habits,  charafters  and 
**  propenfitics  of  your  congregation,  than  can  be  expefied 
5*  from  borrowed  difcourfes." 

6  .  divifions, 
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divifions,  frequently  deftitute  of  adual  diC% 
tindlion,  which  was  Gommon  among  eminent 
divines  early  in  the  prefent  century ;  together 
with  all  long  and  complicated  fentences,  ob- 
fcure  metaphors,  refined  ornaments  of  lan- 
guage and  compofiltion,  learned  references  to 
Pagan  philofophers  and  Chriftian  fathers,  and 
prolix  digreflions  from  the  main  topics  fug-' 
gefted  by  the  text.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that 
the  effed:  of  a  clofe  obfervance  of  this  rule 
would  be  to  render  fermons  vulgar  and  unim- 
preffive.  He,  who  conceives  that  fimplicity 
of  ftyle  and* language  has  any  natural  connec- 
tion with  feeblenefs  and  Vulgarity,  Ihews  him- 
felf  totally  unacquainted  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  tafte  and  excellence  in  writing. 
He,  who  folicitoufly  feeks  to  diftinguifli  him- 
felf  in  the  pulpit  by  a  difplay  of  elegance  of^ 
e^preffion  and  profundity  of  learning,  proves 
himfelf  deficient  in  fome  of  the  leading  virtues 
which  ought  to  chara£lerife  a  Chriftian  Mi- 
nifter. 

Again  :  Let  not  th?  fermons  of  a  MInifter 

of  the  Gofpel    be    moral   treatifes  apjpealing 

chiefly  to  maxims  of  natural. rejiron  and  ab- 

■         .  D  4  ftrad 
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firadl  ethical  ipeculations,  and  negledling  the 
inlpired  precepts  and  the  chara£keriftic  doc- 
trines of  Chriftianity.  "  We  [p]  have  in  fadl 
loft  many  of  our  people  to  fedaries,  by  not 
preaching  in  a  manner  fufficiently  evangeli- 
*•  cal ;  and  fhall  ^neither  recover  them  from 
"  the  extravagances  into  which  they  have 
"  run,  nor  keep  more. from  going  over  to 
*.*  them,  but  by  returning  to  the  right  way, 
*'  and  declaring  all  the  counfel  of  God." — 
"  Refledions  {q)  have  been  made  upon  us,  of 
"  different  natures  and  with  different  views 
*'  on  account  of  thefe  things,  by  Deifts,  by 
"  Papifts,  by  brethren  of  our  own,  which  ix, 
"  is  ej^fy  to  fhew  have  been  much  too  fevere^ 
*'  But  the  only  complete  vindication  of  our- 
•'  felves  will  be  to  preach  fully  and  frequently 
f  the  dodirines,  which  we  are  unjuftly  accufe4 
*'  of  cafting  off  or  undervaluing;  yet  fo  as  to 
*'  referve  always  a  due  fhare  of  our  difcourfes^ 
**  which  it  is  generally  reported  fome  of  our 
**  cenfurers  do  not,  for  the  common  duties  of 
**  common  life,  as  did  our  Saviour  and  his 

iji)  Archbifhop  Secker^s  Charges,  3d  edition,  London, 
T780,  p.  299. 
{q)  Ibid.  p.  237. 

Apoftles* 
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"  Apoftlca.  But  then  we  muft  enforce  them 
^  chiefly  by  motives  peculiarly  Chriftian ;  I 
^  will  not  fay  only  by  fuch  j  for  the  Scrip- 
^*  ture  adds  others." 

The  remarks  already  made  concerning  the 
reading  of  the  liturgy  are  applicable  to  the 
delivery  of  fermons.  And  to  them  it  may  be 
Added,  that  as  preaching  is  that  part  of  the 
public  fervice  in  which  the  Minifter  is  moft 
liable  to  be  enfnared  by  vanity  and  the  defircf 
of  applaufe;  it  (hoyld  be  his  uniform  endca* 
vour,  that  all  perfonal  confiderations  be  loft  ia 
a  deep  fenfe  of  the  awful  functions  in  which 
he  is  engaged. 

Another  very  important  branch  of  the  duty 
of  a  Clergyman,  yet  on?  which,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  is  frequently  neglefted,  is  the  private 
inftrudion  of  his  parifliioners.  Every  Clergy- 
man, at  his  ordination,  folemnly  promifes  to 
ufe  towards  thofe  who  (hall  be  entrufted  to  his 
care,  not  only  public  but  private  monitions ^  as 
ff^edjhall  require^  and  bccafion  Jhall  be  givert^ 
The  ufes  of  private  inftrudtion  arq  manifold  j 
9nd  its  place  is  not  to  be  fupplied  by  the  moft 

able 
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able  and  cameft  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit.  In 
his  private  addreffes,  the  Minifter  of  a  pariflx 
Trachea  thofe  who  abfent  thenifelves  from 
his  public  labours  j  and  affefts  others  whom 
thofe  labours  have  failed  to  convince  and 
reform^  He  feizes  the  fit  moment,  when  the 
mind  is  difengaged  from  preffing  avocations, 
4Dr  the  heart  foftened  by  calamity.  He  adapts 
his  proceedings  to  the  particular  cafe  of  thq 
individual ;  he  enters  into  his  fit  nation,  feel- 
ings, and  habits;  he  obviates  prejudices,  he 
Tcdiifies  mifconceptions,  he  refolvea  doubts, 
he  quiets  fcruples,  he  repels  excufes  and 
cvafiqns,  the  exiftence  of  which  he  had  no? 
even  fufpefted.  He  comes  clofely  to  th? 
point ;  and  prefTes  his  arguments  with  a  de- 
gree of  ftridi  and  undeviating  application  to 
jjhe  thoughts  and  defefts  of  the  perfon  with 
whom  he  is  converfmg^  which  it  would  have 
-been  improper  to  aim  at,  and  impoflible  tQ 
attain,  in  a  difcourfe  delivered  to  4  public 
congregation.  He  probes  the  heart  to  the 
bottom,  placing  before  the  eyes  of  the  vicious 
the  precife  image  of  their  depravity;  eur 
couraging  the  timid,  confirming  the  irrefo- 

.hrte,   and  cftabliflung  the  devout  'm  their 

piety; 
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:piety  ;  and  experiencing  at  the  fame  time,  for 
he  can  fcarcely  fail  in  feme  degree  to  expe- 
rience, a  reciprocal  impreflion  from  his  own 
precepts   on    his   own  breaft.      The  infight 
which  a  Clergyman  acquires  into  the  ftate  oi^ 
his -flock,  in  the  courfe  of  his  private  exertions, 
is  of  eflential  fervice  in  promoting  the  efiicacy 
of  his  public  preaching,  by  guiding  his  judge- 
ment as  to  the  topics  to  be  fele£ted  for  fer- 
mons,  and  as  to  the  manner  of  treating  them. 
Among  the  beneficial  efFe£ts  refulting  fronpi 
private  inftrudion,  another  muft  yet  be  meOr 
tioned.     In  proportion  as  this  duty   is   lefe 
oftenfibly  impofed  on  the  Minifter  than  the 
ftated  performance  of  the   weekly  fervice  of 
the  churchy  his  adiivity  will  bear,  in  the  apprc- 
.henfion  of  his  pari(hioners,  the  marks  of  more 
genuine  and  affedionate  folicitude  for  their 
welfare ;  and  will  therefore  be  likely,  while 
it  raifes  him  in  their  eftimation  and  regard,  to 
have  a  powerful  influence  in  their  hearts  and 
conduct.     And  though  it  be   a  duty  which  a 
young  Clergyman  will  find  it  difii^ult  at  firft 
to  difcharge  to  his  fatisfadion,  perfeverance 
will  render  it  eafier  to  him  every  day. 

>  Private 
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Private  difcourfes  on  the  fubjedl  of  religion 
is  particularly  applicable  to  the  fick ;  and  is  to 
a  certain  degree  prefcribed  in  the  offices  pro- 
vided for  their  ufe  in  the  book  of  common 
prayer.     Sicknefs  naturally  difpofes  the  mind 
to  fcrioufnefs  and  reflexion;  and,  by  with* 
drawing  its  attention  and  loofening  its  attach- 
ment from  the  objects  of  the  prefent  world, 
j^ts  it  for  eftimating  according  to  their  real 
importance  the  concerns  of  that  which  is  to 
f ome.    A  Clergyman  who  is  deeply  imprefled 
with  the  awfulnefs   of  the  charge  which  his 
miniftry  lays  upon  him,  and  remembers  that 
^  there  (r)  is  joy  in  the  prefence  of  the  angels 
**  of  God  over  one  finner  that  repenteth,''  will 
not  fufFer  his  parifhioners  to  want   his  in- 
ftruGipns  at  the  moment  when  they  are  likely 
to  be  received  with  more  than  common  gla4- 
nefs  and  efFedt.     He  v/ill  fpeak  to  them  with 
plainnefs  the  great  truths  of  the  Gofpel ;  he 
will  adapt  his  exhortation^,  his  counfel,  his  re-: 
proofs,  to  the  paft  aftions  and  the   prefent 
ffate  of  the  individual  whom  he   addreffes. 
And  while  he  fliews  to  him  every  mark  df 

(r)  Luke  rv.  io« 

that 
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that  compaffionate  tendernefs  which  his  fitua- 
tiqn  demands  he  will  beware  of  an  error  into '^ 
which  Clergymen  are  not  unfrequently  led  by 
miftaken  pity,  that  of  affording  groundlefs 
confolations  and  unwarrantable  hopes  to  the 
fick  J  and  of  thus  teaching  their  liftening  re- 
lations to  believe,  that  a  few  days  of  forrow 
and  contrition  on  a  death-bed  may  be  deemed 
fufEcient  to  wipe  away  the  guilt  of  a  long  and 

vicious  life. 

•  » 

But  private  inftrudlion  is  not  to  be  confined 
to  the  chambers  of  infirmity  and  difeafe.  The 
healthy  and  robuft  are  perhaps  thofe  who 
(land  in  the  greateft  need  of  it.  They  may 
be  forgetting  the  refolutions  and  breaking  the 
promifes  which  they  formerly  made  in  fick- 

nefs  ;  or,  having  feldom  been  reminded  of 
their  mortality  by  confinement  and  pain,  may 
be  immerfed  in  worldly  bufinefs  or  in  finful 
,  courfes,  and  thoughtlefe  of  future  Judgement. 
Cafual  meetings,  and  vifits  purpofely  made 
and  repeated,  will  afford  a  Clergyman  many 
opportunities  of  endeavouring  to  awaken  and 
reclaim  them.  He  makes  the  attempt  per- 
haps, and  fails.     It  was  his  duty  however  to 

make 
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make  it.  And  how  does  he  know  but  that 
the  feed  which  he  has  fown,  though  now  it' 
appears  inert  and  lifelefs,  may  fpring  up  and 
bear  fruit  hereafter  ?  Let  him  not  defpair  too 
£bon,  nor  content  himfelf  with  a  fingle  trial. 
Grcumftances  may  change  for  the  better,  and 
a  fecond  or  a  third  effort  be  fuccefsful.  It  was 
undoubtedly  the  direction  of  our  Saviour  to* 
the  firft  preachers  of  his  religion,  "  nottocaft 
"  their  pearls  before  fwine  ;"  and  it  is  a  direc-' 
tion  ftill  to  be  remembered.  But  thofe  whon^ 
God  permits  to  live,  his  Minifters  fhould  be 
very  flow  to  pronounce  irreclaimable.  A 
confcientious  Clergyman  will  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  falvation  of  the  illiterate  and  indigent 
man  is  not  lefs  valuable  in  the  fight  of  God* 
than  that  of  the  rich  and  the  learned ;  and* 
will  not  be  led  by  pride  to  negleiSt  the  poor, 
or  to  treat  them  with  fupercilioufnefs  in  the* 
courfe  of  his  private  .inftru<2:ions.  Neither* 
will  he  be  deterred  from  privately  addrelEng 
particular  individuals  among  his  parifhioners, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  vices  with  which  they  are. 
notorioufly  chargeable,  by  the  mere  circum- 
ftance  of  their  being  wealthy,  or  in  elevated 
ftatiqns,  gr  voluntary  contributors  to  his  own. 

annual 


I 


THE  tLfiRlCAL   PROtES^ON.  if^ 

annual  emoluments.  Honeft  and  difmterefted 
boldnefs  in  the  path  of  duty  is  one  of  the  firft 
qualifications  of  a  Minifter   of  the  Gofpel 

But  let  his  whole  conduct  be  the  evident  refult 
of  piety  and  convi<3:ion,  and  plainly  animated 
by  the  fpirit  of  brotherly  love.     Let  his  ad- 
monitions be  conveyed  in  a  fuitable  manner, 
and  at  feafons  prudently  chofen  ;  and  let  them, 
in  general,  be  kept  permanently  fecret  from  the 
WcMrld.     Let  him  neither  be  difcoflcerted  nor 
irritated  by  negleci  •,  nor  even  by  open  rude- 
nefe,  contempt,  and  injurious  recrimination^ 
A  calm  and  mild  endurance  of  fuch  treatment 
is  his  duty  as  a  Chriftian  ;  and   in  the  end  it 
may  contribute  to   produce,  what  in   many 
fimilar  inftances  it   has  been   acknowledged 
greatly  to  have  forwarded,  a  change  of  heart 
and  life  in  the  culpable  party,  unable  to  for- 
bear  from  fubfequcnt  reflection  on  the  dif- 
ference between  the  fpirit  and  condudl  of  his 
advifer  and  his  own,  and  on  the  principles, 
from  which  that  difference  arofe» 

The  inftrudtion  of  young  perfons  previoufly 
to  their  being  confirmed  is  an  important 
branch  of  clerical  duty.     Let  no  one  follow 

the 
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the  blameable  and  pernicious  example  of  thof*e 
Qergymen,  who,  after  hearing  each  of  the 
children  utter  a  few  fentences  in  hafte  and  by 
rote,  give  them  tickets  for  confirmation  as  a 
matter  of  courfe.  Care  ought  to  be  taken  not 
merely  that  they  (hould  be  able  accurately  to 
recite  the  church  catechifm,  but  that  they  fliall 
be  competent  to  give  a  clear  account  of  the 
doctrines  and  of  the  leading  precepts  which 
it  contains  ;  and  (hall  alfo  underftand  the  full 
import  of  the  rite  in  which  they  are  about  to 
bear  a  part.  Numbers  of  them  will  be  alto- 
gether deficient  in  thefe  qualifications,  if  the 
Clergyman  is  too  indolent  or  too  carelefs  to 
take  the  pains  of  repeatedly  diredling  the  at- 
tention of  parents  to  the  fubjedl;  and  of  ex- 
plaining to  the  children  in  familiar  language 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  catechifm,  and  of  the 
oflfice  of  confirmation  ;  and  of  again  and  again 
examining  them  individually  before  they  arc 
prefented  to  the  Bifhop.  The  impreflions  thus 
made  on  their  young  minds  may  frequently 
be  ftrengthened  and  rendered  durable  by  fub* 
fequent  converfaticn  and  advice. 

The 
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The  catechifing  of  children  is  a  pra<Stice  re- 
quired by  the  canons  from  the  Minifter  of  a 
parifli.  in  many  places  the  backwardnefs  of 
parents  to  fend  their  children,  joined  to  other 
caufes,  has  occafioned  it  to  be  difcontinued. 
The  inftitution  of  Sunday  Schools  is  admirably 
adapted  to  remedy  this  defedj  and  on  that 
account,  as  well  as  by  accuftoming  the  rifing  * 
generation  to  regular  attendance  on  public 
wor{hip,  and  to  habits  of  early  piety,  deferves 
the  warmeft  fupport  of  the  parochial  Clergy. 
Every  Minifter  of  a  parifh,  in  which  no  Sun-  ' 
day  fchool  is  eftablifhed,  fhould  make  it  his 
obje<3:  to  procure  the  immediate  eftablifhment 
of  one  or  more,  unlefs  fome  very  peculiar 
circumflances  render  the  plan  unneceflary ; 
and  when  they  are  eftablifhed,  he  ftiould  care- 
fully fuperintend  them.  He  will  there  find  a 
number  of  catechumens  collected  before  him. 
By  occafional,  yet  fufficiently  frequent,  exami- 
nations he  will  enfure  their  being  taught  not 
merely  ,to  repeat,  but  to  underftand  j  and  by 

the  judicious  diftribution  of  little  rewards  will 
excite  a  laudable  defire  to  excel  in  regularity^ 
diligence,  obedience,  knowledge,  and  piety. 
Where  charity-fchools  of  other  defcriptions 
VOL.  II.  E  exift. 
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cxift,  the  Clergyman  of  the  place,  by  beftow- 
ing  fimilar  attention  upon  them,  commonly 
performs  an  office  no  lefs  acceptable  to  the 
truftees,  than  beneficial  to  the  young  perfons 
concerned. 


•'. 


St.  Paul's  admonition  to  Archippus, "  Take 
"  heed  to  the  miniftry  [s]  which  thou  haft 
"  received  in  the  Lord,  that  thou  fulfil  it,*' 
fhould  be  regarded  by  every  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  as  ad^refled  to  himfelf.  A  Clergyman, 
by  frequently  comparing  his  condudl  (/)  with 
the  engagements  into  which  he  entered  at 
his  ordination,  may  difcern  how  far  he  ful- 
fils his  miniftry.  But  there  are  few  methods 
by  which  he  can  form  a  truer  eftimate  of  the 
degree  in  which  he  difcharges  his  duty,  than 
ly  confideting  what  would  be  the  condufl:  of 

(/)  'ColofT.  iv.   17. 

(/)  A  fettled  habit  of  carefully  reading  the  office  of 
ordination,  ^and  inftituting  this  comparifon  at  certain  pe- 
riodical feafons,  as  in  the  Ember  weeks,  in  every  year,  is 
earneftly  and  with  great  juftice  recommended  by  Arch* 
biihop  Seeker  in  his  Inftruftions  to  Candidates  for  Orders; 
and  byBifliop  Burnet  in  his  Paftoral  Care  ;  Glafgow  1 762, 
p.  10 1,  102.  What  is  not  done  at  ftated  times  is  too  often 
not  done  at  all. 

St. 
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St.  Paul,  if  now  alive,  and  placed  in  all  fe* 
fpe£ts  in  his  circumflances  and  fituation.  The 
condudl  which  the  Apoftle  required  of  Chrif- 
tian  Minifters  in  his  own  time  is  ftated  in  the 
dire^bipns  (directions  equally  applicable  at  the 
prefent  day)  which  he  gave  to  his  favourite 
pupil.    "  I  charge  [u]  thee  before  God  and  the 

•*  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  fhall  judge  the  quick 
"  and  dead  at  his  appearing  in  his  kingdom  ; 
"  preach  the  word ;  be  inftant  in  feafon,  out  of 
"  feafori ;"  (not  only  at  the  ftated  periods  of 
worfhip,  but  at  all  other  times  when  fit  opportu- 
nities occur;  not  only  when  your  exertions  will 
be  taken  kindly,  but  even  when  they  will  raife 
fome  difpleaftire  and  give  fome  offence,  if  yet 
they  appear  likely  on  the  whole  to  do  good ;) 
"  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long  fuffer- 
*'  ing  and  doftrine."  ^'  Be  thou  an  (^)  example  . 
**  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  converfation,  in 
**  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.  Give 
**  attendance  to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to 
"  dodlrine;  meditate  iipon  thefe  things;  give 
**  thyfelf  wholly  to  them,  that  thy  profiting 
**  may  appear   unto  all.      Take   heed   unto 

(m)  2  Tim.  iv.  I,  2.  {x)  i  Tim.  iv.  12—16. 

E  2  "  thyfelf 
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"  thyfelf  and  unto  thy  dodrine;  continue  in 
"  them ;  for  in  doing  this  thou  (halt  fave  both 
"  thyfelf  and  them  that  hear  thee."  How 
ftridly  conformable  the  conduct  of  St.  Paul 
himfelf  was  to  thefe  injundions  appears  inci- 
dentally in  various  parts  of  his  own  writings  ; 
and  ftill  more  clearly  in  the  book  of  the  A&s 
of  the  Apoftles.  Hence  he  could  confidently 
appeal  to  the  elders  of  the  Church  of  Ephefus, 
when  he  bade  them  farewell  with  a  foreboding 
that  he  Ihould  never  fee  them  more,  for  their 
teftimony  of  his  zeal  and  perfeverance  in  the 
execution  of  his  office;  taking  them  to  re- 
cord (j),  that  for  the  fpace  of  three  years  during 
which  he  had  been  among  them,  "  he  had  not 
*'  ceafed  to  warn  every  one  night  and  day. 
with  tears ;  that  he  had  kept  back  nothing 
that  was  profitable  unto  them,  but  had 
{hewn  and  taught  them  publicly,  and  from 
houfe  to  houfe  ;  and  rhat  he  was  {z)  _pure 
"  from  the  blood  of  all  men,  for  that  he  had 

(y)  Afts,  XX.  17,  Sec.  ' 

(z)  So  Ezekiel,  c.  iii.  ver.  17,  18.  "  Son  of  man,  I 
«  have  made  thee  3  watcliman  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.— If 
*<  thou  fpeakell  not  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked 
"  way  to  fave  Iiis  life,  he  fhall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  hif 
•'  blood  will  I  require  at  thy  hand." 

2  "  not 
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"  not  fliunned  to  declare  unto  them  all  the 
"  counfel  of  God."  Well  therefore,  after  the 
example  which  he  had  given  them,  might  he 
deliver  to  them,  and  through  them  to  the 
Miaiftersof  the  Gofpel  in  all  ages,  that  folemn 
charge:  "  Take  heed  unto  yotirfelves,  and  to 
*'  all  the  flock,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
"  hath  made  you  overfeers,  to  feed  the  church 
*^  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed  with  his 
**  own  blood."  *  And  well  might  he  exclaim 
with  holy  joy,  when  believing  the  time  of 
his  departure  to  be  at  hand,  he  looked  bact 
on  his  paft  labours:  **'  I  have  fought  a  good 
"  fight  {aa) ;  I  have  finifheu  my  courfe;  I  have 
^  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
"  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the 
'^  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  fhall  give  me  at 
*^  that  day." 

Among  St.  Paul's  inftrudtions  to  Timothy, 
which  have  recently  been  quoted,  we  find  this 
diredlon,  that  he  fhpuld  be  "  an  example  of 
"  the  believers  ;"  that  he  fliould  exhibit  in  his 
own  life  a  fhining  pattern  of  all  thofe  Chriftian 
virtues  which  he  inculcated  on  his  hearers. 
A  diredtion  of  the  fame  kind  is  given  by 'St. 

{aa)  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8. 

E  3  Paul 
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Paul  to  Titus,  with  an  intimation  of  the  bene- 
ficial confequences  which  the  obfervance  of  it 
would  produce  in  filencing  and  in  precluding 
calumnious  imputations,  which  would  other- 
wife  at  once  injure  the  preacher  himfelf^  and 

prevent  the  reception  and  effedtof  his  dodhine. 
**  In  all  things  {ib)  fhew  thyfelf  a  pattern  of 
**  good  works  j  in  do(3:rine  fhewing  uncor>* 
"  ruptnefs,  gravity,  fmcerity, found  fpeecK  that 
"  cannot  be  condemned;  that  he  that  is  of 
*'  the  contrary  part  mays  be  afhamed,  having 
"  no  evil  thing  to  fay  of  you."  Our  Saviour 
had  previoufly  giveiji  fimilar  inftrudlions  to  his 
Apoftles;-and  had  exprefsly  pointed  out  the 
influence  which  their  virtuous  lives  would 
have  in  promoting  the  diflTufionof  Chriftianity, 
"  Let  your  light  {cc)  fo  fhine  before  men,  that 
**  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
*'  your  father  which  is  in  heaven."  The 
effeds  of  pofitive  vice  in  the  conduct  of  a 
Clergyman  are  baneful  in  a  meafure  beyond 
computation.  Thofe  who  are  enemies  to  the 
Chriftian  faith  will  rfot  fail  to  feize  the  ad- 
vantage afforded  them ;  they  will  afcribe  to 
the  clerical  order   in   general  the  faults .  of 

I 

(W)  Titus,  ii.'y,  8.  {cc)  Matth.  v.  i6. 

the 
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the  individual;  they  will  profefs,  perhaps 
they  will  believe,  that  he  who  openly  difre- 
gards  the  precepts  of  the  religion  which  he 
teaches,  knows  it  to  be  an  impofture  ;  and 
will  thus  be  confirmed  and  hardened  in  their 
'  own  {jJJ)  infidelity.  Thofe  Chriftiatls  who  are 

(Jd)  On  this  point  the  authority  of  Bifliop  Burnet  is  very 
ftrpng.  Speaking  of  unbelievers  (Preface  to  the  Paftoral 
Care,  Gflafgow,  1762,  p.  13),  he  fays:  **  Now  this  I  am 
"  forced  to  declare,  that  having  had  much  free  converfa- 
•*  tion  with  many  that  have  been  fatally  colrrupted  that  way, 
"  they  have  very  often  owned  to  me  that  nothing  promoted 
^  this  fo  nfuch  in  them,  as  the  very  bad  opinion  which 
"  they  took  up  of  all  Clergymen  of  all  fides  :  they  did  not 
"  fee  in  them  that  ftri£lnefs  of  life,  that  contempt  of  the 
^  world,  that  zeal,  that  meeknefs,  humility,  and  charity, 
"  that  diligence  and  earneftnefs  with  relation  to  the  great 
^'  truths  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  which  they  reckoned 
"  they  would  mod  certainly  have  if  they  themfelves  firmly 
**  believed  it:  therefore  they  concluded  that  thofe,  whofe 
^  bufinefs  it  was  more  ftriflly  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
**  their  religion,  knew  that  it  was  not  fo  certain  as  they 
"  themfelves  for  other  ends  endeavoured  to  make  the 
<«  world  believe  it  was ;  and  that  though  for  carrying  on 
<«  of  their  own  authority  or  fortunes,  which  in  one  word 
"  they  call  their  trade,  they  feemed  to  be  very  pofitive  in 
•*  affirming  the  truth  of  their  doftrine;  yet  they  in  their 
*^  own  hearts  did  not  believe  it,  fince  they  lived  fo  little 
<*  fuitably  to  it,  and  were  fo  much  fet  on  raifiiig  them- 
•*  fclves  by  it,  and  fo  little  on  advancing  the  honour  of 
•*  their  profeffion  by  an  exemplary  piety." 

E  4  leading 
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leading  immoral  lives  will  not  omit  to  juftify 
their  vices  by  the  example  of  their  Minifter ; 
and  will  probably  conclude,  in  oppofition  to  his 
'  ibidter  language  from  the  pulpit,  that  the  Go- 
Ijpel,  having  no  higher  aim  and  purpofe  than  to 
raife  its  followers  to  a  certain  moderate  degree 
of  virtue,  fpeaks  of  the  neceffity  of  univerfal 
holinefs  merely  witji  a  view  of  bringing  them 
up  to  the  requifite  ftandard ;  and  that  if  men 
lead  tolerably  decent  lives  in  moft  refpefts,  not 
much  inquiry,  will  be  made  hereafter  concemr 
ing  the  indulgence  of  a  few  favourite  fins* 
The  radical  principle  qf  the  Chriftian  Religion 
itfelf  will  thus  be  difcredited  and  rendered  in- 
efficacious  by  his  immorality.  And  further, 
his  influence  in  his  parifh  will  be  lofl;  hig 
charadter  will  be  rendered  contemptible ;  his 
capacity  of  difcharging  his  oflScial  duties  with 
eflfed:  will  be  radically  impaired  ;  his  public 
inftruftions,  if  he  is  not  abandoned  beyond 
compundion,  will  be  narrowed  and  enervated 
by  fecret  fhame  ;  and  private  admonitions  he 
will  not  dare  to  deliver,  for  fear  of  being  an- 
fwered  by  juft  recrimination.  EfFedts  nearly 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  have   been  defcribcd 

will  be  produced  by  the  conduct  of  a  Clergy- 
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man,  who,  without  having  his  charafler  ftain- 
ed  by  prominent  wickednefs,  is  devoid  of  the 
genuine  ardout  of  piety,  fleeps  torpidly  on  his 
poft,  and  limits  his  exertions,  to  the  duties 
which  law  and  cuftom  render  indifpenfable. 
Failings  however  which  fall  flibrt  of  grofs  vice 
.  ajid  fcandalous  negle£t  of  duty  are  fufEcient  to 
lower  in  a  very  great  degree  the  credit  of  a 
Clergyman,  to  diminiih  the  utility  of  his  la- 
bours, and  to  counicnance  general  imputations 
on  his  order,  and  on  Chriftianity.  The  eyes 
of  men  are  upon  him,  folicitous  to  pry  into 
his  defeats  and  weaknefles.  Habits  and  ac- 
tions, which  pafs  uncenfured  in  perfons  of 
other  orofeffions,  will  be  noticed  in  him,  not 
merely  with  that  fuperior  degree  of  blame 
whicljL  they  .deferve  in  confequence  of  the 
nature  of  his  office,  but  often  with  extreme 
and  unn^erited  feverity.  Hence  the  duty  of 
"  avoiding  all  r^ppearaqce  of  evil,''  even  of  the 
/lighter  degrees  of  evil,  is  particularly  incum- 
bent on  hini.  If  he  {hews  rnarks  of  levity 
and  affeftation  in  hh  manners,  or  of  lurking 
vanity  in  his  drefs ;  if  he  is  fond  of  gratifying 
his  palate  with  delicacies,  and  becomes  a  critic 

in  the  fcience  of  eating  and  drinking;  if  he 

is 
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is  noted  for  attachment  to  field  diverfions, 
or  frequents  the  circle  of  diffipated  amufe* 
ments ;  thofe,  who  are  in  their  hearts  the  leaft 
anxious  for  the  charader  of  the  clerical  pro- 
feffion,  will  be  among  the  foremoft  to  expofe 
him  to  ridicule  and  fcorn. 

In  every  part  of  his  private  and  domeftic 
conduct,  a  Clergyman  who  is  fmcerely  defi- 
rous  of  leading  others  to  obey  the  Gofpel  will 
ihew  himfelf  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe 
of  religion.^  He  will  earneftly  endeavour,  as 
he  is  directed  by  St.  Paul  (ee)^  and  as  he  has 
promifed  at  his  ordination,  *'  to  {J^)  frame 
"  and  fafliion  his  family,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
"  according  to  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  that 
*'  both  may  be  wholefome  examples  and  pat- 
"  terns  to  his  flock/'  His  manner  of  living 
will  not  only  be  fuitcd  to  his  circumftances, 
but  charadterifed  by  moderation,  plainnefs, 
and  fobriety  ;  his  children  will  be  trained  to 
early  piety  and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures ;  and  his  whole  houfehold  habitu- 
ally  excited  to  the  fear  and  love  of  God  by 

(ee)   I  Tim.  iii.  4,  5 .  1 1 ,  1 2'. 
(jf)  See  the  Office  of  Ordination. 

famUy 
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family  prayer,  as  well  as  by  a  conftant  at- 
tendance on  the  public  duties  of  Chriftianity. 
He  willrecolleft  how  greatly  the  influence  of 
temptations  is  increafed  by  the  fafcinating 
power  of  habit  and  example ;  and  will  be 
fteadily  on  his  guard  againft  the  effeCt  of  the 
bad  cuftpms,  to  which  local  circumftances  may 
particularly  expofe  him.  The  village  Clergy- 
man and  the  Minifter  of  a  parifh  in  a  large 
town  have  their  common  trials:  each  however 
has  trials  almoft  exclufively  his  own.  Thus 
the  former^ may  be  tempted  by  the  obfcurity 
of  his  poft  to  becorne  remifs  in  his  profeffional 
ciertions.  The  latter  may  be  feduced  by  th^ 
con^picuoufnefs  of  his  ftation  into  a  parade  of 
diligence,  eloquence,  and  piety.  Or  the  former 
may  be  led  by  neighbouring  fquires  and 
wealthy  farmers  into  their  attachment  to  field- 
fports,  and  meetings  of  noify  intemperance. 
The  latter  is  fubje(fl  to  the  contagion  of  more 
refined  luxurioufnefs  of  living,  and  to  the  bane- 
ful eflfciSts  of  the  continually  recurring  card- 
table.  The  former  fometimes  contraids  a  ruf- 
ticity  of  manners  and  a  coarfenefs  of  ideas  and 
phrafeology,  which  render  whatever  virtues  he 
siaypofTefs  lefs  engaging.  The  latter,  efpeciafly 

if 
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if  young,not  unfrequently  becomes  foppifhand 
conceited  ;  corrupted  by  afFedation  ;  and  glad 
to  convince  his  aflbciateSj, that  he  is  fuperior  to 
what  they  term  the  Jllffnefs  of  his  profeffion, 
and  what  he  ought  to  regard  as  the  purity  of 
a  Chriftian.  Whatever  be  the  fituation  of  a 
Clergyman,  let  him  on  the  one  hand  be  cau- 
tious and  feled  in  his  Society,  and  maintain, 
on  the  other,  a  friendly  and  familiar  intercourfc 
with  all  clafles  of  his  parilhioncrs,  without  fer- 
vility  towards  the  rich,  or  arrogance  towards 
the  poor.  He  will  not  omit,  if  he  be  truly  pious, 
ihofe  occafious,  which  the  courfe  of  cafual 
converfation  even  in  mixed  companies  not 
unfrequently  affords,  of  difluading  from  folly, 
extravagance,  and  vice  ;  fometimes  by  a  dire£t 
comparifon  of  the  purfuits  and  practices  in 
queftion  with  Chriftian-  principles  ;  and  fome<v 
times,  as  the  time  and  circumftances  may 
render  advifable,  by  a  lefs  pointed  reference 
to  religion,  and  a  more  ample  ftatemept  of 
the  prefent  uneafmefs  and  mifery  which  they 
produce.  He  will  always  be  ready,  either 
when  folicited,  or,  if  fit  opportunities  prefent 
themfelves,  without  folicitation,  to  afEft  his 
parilhioncrs  with  his  counfel  and  advice,  to 

conciliate 
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conciliate  difFerences,  and  to  prevent  con- 
tention. He  will  be  liberal,  as  far  as  his  fitu*- 
ation  will  poffibly  admit,  in  charity  to  the 
poor,  and  efpecially  to  the  fick  ;  adapting  the 
xelief  which  he  affords  {gg)  to  their  feveral 
wants.  Thefe  ads  of  compaffion  and  kind- 
nefs  are  not-  only  pf  great  advantage  to  the 
perfons  who  are  the  objeds  of  them;  but  they 
alfo  conciliate  to  a  Clergyman  that  general 
refpedt  and  efteem  which  adds  double  force 
to  his  public  and  private  inftrudions. 

The  charader  and  conduct  of  the  wife  of 
21  Clergyman  is  of  high  importance,  not  only 
to  his  domeffic  (;omfort  and  his  perfonal  im- 
provement in  Chriftian  virtue,  but  alfo  .to  the 

'{gg)  It  fometimes  happens  that  a  clergyman  poffefles 
fufficient  medical  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  afiifl  many 
of  his  poor  parifhioners  with  the  gift  of  fome  fmiple  medi- 
cines.     But  he  who   exercifes    liberality  in  that   way 
ought  to  be  extremely  on  his  guard  againft  doing  harm  i 
and  unlefs  the  ailment  be  both  obvious  in  its  nature  and 
moderate  in  degree,  will  ufually  do  the  mod  good  by 
employing  the  help  of  a  medical  perfon.  The  diftribution 
of  bibles,  prayer-books,   and  fmall  religious  trafts  may 
commonly  be  one  very  ufeful  branch  of  a  Clergyman's 
charity. 

caufe 
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caufd  of  religion  and  the   influence  of  his 
profeffional  labours.      In  addition  therefore 
to  the  obligations  by  which  every  man  is 
bound -« in  the  fight  of  God  to  make  it  his  . 
objc(3:  to  felcd  a  partner,  qualified  by  fteady 
piety  and  benevolence  of  heart  to  encourage 
himfelf  and  others  who  may  be  witneflfes  of 
her  conduft,  in  a  life  of  holinefs  and  good 
works;  the  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  ought  to 
^be  adtuated  by  motives  of  duty  peculiar  to 
himfelf.      How  can  he  reafonably  hope  to 
fulfil    his   folemn    promife    of  framing   and 
fafhioning  his  family  according  to  the  doc* 
trine  of  Chrift,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
may  be  a  wholefome  example  and  pattern  to 
his  flock,  if  he  places  at   the  head  of  it  a 
model  fo  imperfedt  that  di  fad  vantage  rathK 
than  benefit  is  likely  to  refult  from  the  imi- 
tation of  it?      How   can  he  hope  that  his 

children  and  fervants  will  be  habitually 
trained  and  exercifed  in  the  ways  of  religion ; 
if  he  by  his  own  injudicious  choice  has  pro- 
vided for  them  a  mother  and  a  miftrefs,  little 
imprcfled  with  the  fupreme  importance  of 
having  in  all  things  the  glory  of  God  in 
view,   of   fetting    her    aficvStions   on  things 

above, 
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above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth  ?  \Yill  his. 
exhortations  to  fober-mindednefs  and  humility 
be  equally  ieconded  by  the  proceedings  of 
his  wife,  whether  fhe  be  addided  to  finery, 
expenfive,  arrogant,  and  diflatisfied,  or  of  a 
..  meek  and  modeft  and  contented  fpirit  ?  Will 
flie  equally  encourage  him  to  ads  of  liberajity 
towards  the  poor,  whether  fhe  be  of  a  grudg- 
ing or  of  a  charitable  temper  ?  Will  he  find 
it  eafy  to  continue  on  kind  terms  and  in 
habits  of  frequ^^n^  and  friendly  intercourfe 
with  his  neighbours,  if  his  wife  diflikes  and 
defpifes  them  ?  Will  it  be  no  obftacle  to  his 
nlansof  doing  good, if  he  is  thwarted  inftead  of 
meeting  with  co-operation  at  home?  Will  not 
every  material  failing  in  his  wife's  dirpofitions 
and  pradice  be  likely  to  prove  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  full  exercife  on  his  part  of  the 
oppofite  virtue  ?  There  have  been  inftancea 
in  which  the  wiflies  of  the  w^ife  of  a  Clergy- 
man have  interfered  to  fuch  an  extent  with 
the  duties  of  her  hufband,  as  to  induce  him 
to  abandon  his  proper  place  of  refidence  and 
the-  parifh  committed  to  his  care,  that  he 
might  live  in  a  fpot  where  her  paflion  for  gay 
fociety    and    cards     and    public    diverfions 

might 
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might  be  more  eafily  and  more  largely 
tified. 


Abufes  which  take  place  In  the  adminiftra* 
.  tion  of  parochial  affairs   may  frequently  be 
corredted  by  the  prudent  interpofition  of  the 
Clergyman ;  and  by  his  influence  with  thofe 
who  are  either  not  interefted  in  their  continu- 
ance, or  not  obftinately  averfe  to  co-operate 
in  redrefling  them.     Of  this  nature  are  par- 
tiality in  the  diftribution  o/^^^^oney  colleded  at 
the  facrament ;   the  carelefs   management  or 
perverfion  of  charity  eftates;  and  the  negledt 
fometimes  (hewn  by'overfeers  towards  poor 
families  in  real  diftrefs.     But  a  Clergyman,  il? 
.  mud  be  admitted,  v/ill  in  common  do  wifely 
in  refraining  from  entering  deeply  into  the 
adminiftration  of  the  bufmefs  of  the  parifh, 
except  in  ftrong  cafes ;  (ince  otherwife  he  may 
not  improbably  excite  a  degree  of  prejudice 
and  odium  againft  himfelf  fufficlent  greatly  to 
impede  the  elFedt  of  his  labours  In  his  peculiar 
fphere.     His  interference  has  a  marked  pro- 
priety, when  they  whofe  immediate  concern 
it  is  to  maintain  the  church  in  fubftantial  re- 
pair, and  in  a  ftate  of  neatnefs,  and  well  fur- 

nlfhed 


THE    CLERICAL    PROFESSION.  6^ 

niflied  with  books  and  other  appendages  of 
divine  worfhip,  are  iqattentive  to  their  duty. 
But  let  him  take  care  that  his  parifhioners  may 
not  be  fupplied  with  a  pretext  for  excufing 
their  own  parfimony,  by  finding  him  tardy 
or  avaricious  in  repairing  that  part  of  the 
fabric,  the  fupport  of  which  is  by  law  required 
of  the  Minifter ;  or  by  feeing  him  impoverifli 
and  commit  wafte  on  his  glebe,  and  fufFer  his 
parfonage  houfe  and  the  buildings  annexed  to 

it  to  fall  into  decay,  leaving  his  fucceflbrs  to 
the  inadequate  remedy  of  {bl?)  dilapidations. 
On  the  contrary,  while  he  is  cautious  not  to 
lay  a  burjhcn  on  future  incumbents,  by  making 
the  houfe  which  they  af  e  to  inhabit  too  large 

{hh)  This  remedy  is  often ,  imperfeft,  when  the  de- 
ceafed  Clergyman  has  left  property  fufficient  to  anfwer 
every  demand.  For  his  fucceflbr  may  find  himfelf  obliged 
to  accept  from  the  executors  what  is  by  no  means  a  com- 
penfation,  rather  than  incur  the  charge  of  urging  his  juft 
claim  "by  courfe  of  law.  And  if  he  reports  to  the  law, 
though  he  may  recover  what,  if  applied  in  time,  would 
have  prevented  the  damage  from'  taking  place ;  he  can 
fcarcely  expeft  to  gain  what  will  fully  repair  it,  or  to  gain 
any  thing  without  expence.  The  money  recovered  muft 
be  expended  on  tlie  "buildings  within  two  years.  Black- 
done,  ill.  91. 

VOL.  II.  F  in 
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in  proportion  to  the  income  of  the  living;  let 
him  improve  it,  if  he  is  a  man  of  affluence,  tt> 
the  extent  of  that  limit,  for  their  fakes  if  not 
for  his  own  [it). 

There  is  no  circumftance  which  fo  often 
difturhs  the  harmony  that  fhould  ever  fubfift 
between  a  Clergyman  and  his  parifhioners,  as 
contention  refpeding  tithes.  Many  obje<flions 
are  urged,  an4  not  without  reafon,  agsdnil 
this  mode  of  providing  for  the  Clergy,  as 
being  injurious  to  the  progrefs  of  agricultural 
induftry.  But  this  is  the  leaft  important  of 
its  bad  effects.  The  heart-burnings  excited 
by  it,  the  heats,  the  animofities,  the  quarrels, 
the  fpirit  of  rooted  averfion  long  furviving 
the  conteft  which  produced  it,  and  frequently 

difplaying  itfelf  in  an  obftinate  defertion  of 
public  worfhip  fo  long  as  the  obnoxious  Mini- 
fter  continues  on  the  living;  thefe  are  confe- 
quences    which    in   their  tendency  are  fub- 

(//)  To  fuggeft  to  a  Clergyman  tlie  nccefllty  of  fcru- 
pulous  care  in  keeping  the  parochial  regifter  may  feem  too 
minute  a  caution.  But  the  greateft  attention  ought  to 
be  fliewn  to  render  a  record  complete  and  accurate,  the 
teftimony  of  which  may  be  decifive  in  future  litigations. 

verlive 
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vcrfive  of  all  religion,  and  ftrike  at  the  root  of 
the  very  purpofe  for  which  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
blifhments  are  inftituted.  Until  fome  more  eligi- 
ble method  of  fupporting  the  Clergy  is  devifed 
and  adopted  by  the  Legiflature,  it  remains  the 
4uty  .of  every  Clergyman  to  endeavour  to  ob- 
vijitc  the  evils  attending  that  which  {M)  now 
fubfifts.  But  kindnefs  on  the  part  of  a 
Qei^man  in  confulting,  even  at  fome  lofs 
to  himfelf,  the  convenience  of  his  parifhioners 
in  the  management  of  his  tithes  j    and  that 

(ii)  The  following  extraft  from  Dr.  Aikin's  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  country  round  Manchefter,  1795,  4to.  p.  220, 
points  out  a  defeft  in  the  mode  of  providing,  in  certain 
ctrcumftances,  for  the  fupport  of  Clergymen,  which  is 
worthy  of  notice,  and  feems  capable  of  being  eafily  re- 
medied, <«  The  advance  of  population  in  the  parifh  of 
"  Eccles  has  been  attended  with  a  due  care  refpefting 
"  public  worfhip,  and  the  religious  education  of  children. 
"  Two  new  chapels  of  eafe  have  been  built  fince  the 
"  year  1775  at  Pendleton  and  Swinton,  with  competent 
*^  falaries  for  the  Clergymen  from  feat-rents.  In  this 
"  mode  of  providing  the  Minifter's  ftipend  in  new-erefted 
**  churches  and  chapels  there  does  not  appear  a  fufScient 
"  recolledlion  of  the  decreafing  value  of  money  j  or  a  re- 
**  quifite  provifion  to  obviate  its  effefts  by  a  claufe  in  the 
•*  Confecration  Deeds  to  authorife  a  proper  advance  of  the 
"  ftipend,  as  circumftances  may  require,  by  the  dire<n:io^ 
**  of  the  Bifliopi  or  othen^ife." 

F  2  cautious 
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cautious  moderation  in  his  demands  (//)j 
which  not  only  implies  a  mind  untainted  by 
avarice,  but  a  folicitude  likewife  to  make  every 
reafonable  facrifice  rather  than  to  have  the 
fphere  of  ufefulnefs  narrowed  by  diflenfions, 
is  by  no  means  always  fuiricient  to  fecurc 
him  from  the  necellity  of  conteft.  The  rights 
which  are  invaded  or  withheld  may  be  of  fo 
much  importance  to  himfclf;  and  alfo  toliis 
fucceflbrs,  for  whom  he  is  bound  to  regard 
himfelf  as  in  fome  refpeds  a  truftee  ;  that  he 
may  be  obliged  in  confcience  to  defend  or  re- 
claim them,  at  the  riik,  or  even  v^ith  the  cer- 
tainty, of  confiderable  expence.  He  fhould 
abftain  however  from  making  any  demand 
until  he  has  laid  the  matter  before  able  ad- 
vifers,  and  has  fiifficient  ground  to  be  fatisfied 
that  it  is  juft  and  reafonable*  And  in  endea- 
vouring to  attain  his  object,  let  him  try  the 

efFedl  of  private  reprefcntations  to  individuals; 
of  public  difcuflion  with  the   parties  affem- 

(//)  It  is  juflly  nllcgcil  as  a  proof  of  the  general  mo- 
deration of  the  Clergy  on  the  fubject  of  tithes,  that  of 
leven  hundred  fuits  on  account  of  tithes  brought  by  them 
into  the  Court  of  Exchequer  from  the  ysar  1660  to  1 7131 
fix  hundred  were  decldi^d  in  their  favour.  Seeker's 
C!^:rgcs,  p.  129. 

bled; 
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bled  ;  of  propofals  of  referring  the  matter  to 
arbitration;  in  fhort,  of  every  method,  rather 
than  of  law.  If  compelled  to  apply  to  a  Court 
of  Juftice  as  his  laft  refource,  let  him  ftill  be 
careful  to  retain  a  kind  and  Chriftian  temper 
towards  all  his  opponents,  and  to  make  due 
allowances  for  prejudices  and  illiberal  it  y  re- 
fulting  from  ignorance,  ftupidity,  and  lutpi- 
cion.  In  every  period  of  the  fuit  let  him 
be  ready  to  offer  and  to  embrace  fair  plans 
of  accommodation.  And  if  the  ftruggle 
is  at  length  terminated  by  a  judicial  deci- 
fion,  let  him  not  be  improperly  elated  by 
fuccefs,  nor  depreffed  and  foured  by  difap- 
pointment. 

Coldnefs  and  diflike  arc  fometimes  found  to 
fub lift  between  a  Clergyman  andfuch  of  his 
parifhioners  as  diffent  from  the  eftabliflied 
church.  It  is  the  part  of  the  former  to  be- 
ware left  any  portion  of  it  ftiould  ariie  from 
faulty  difpofitions  or  conduft  of  his  own. 
He  will  remember  that  the  Bible  is  open  to 
every  Chriftian  ;  that  thofe  who  differ  from 
him  in  religious  opinions  have  an  unqueftion- 
able  right  to  judge  for  themfelves  j  and  that 

F  3  'Mo 
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*^  to  their  own  mailer  they  ftand  or  fall.'* 
Mindful  that  he  is  himfelf  continually  liable 
to  decide  amifs,  and  abhorring  all  tyranny 
over  the  confciences  of  men  ;  yet  negleding 
no  fit  opportunities  of  pointing  out  with 
modeft  franknefs,  to  all  whom  he  deems  in 
error,  whatever  he  thinks  materially  wrong  in 
their  faith  and  practice;  he  will  be  "  gentle 
*'  unto  all  men  {nim)y  in  meeknefs  inftrudting 
**  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves ;"  and  refort- 
Ing  to  that  moft  effedtual  method  of  preventing 
thofe  under  his  care  from  falling  oflf  to  other 
feds,  zealous  induftry  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
profeffional  duties  of  every  kind,  he  will 
cherifli  in  his  own  breaft,  and  ftrivc  to  difiiife 

(mm)  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25. 

The  truly  Chriftian  fpirit  exhibited  in  the  foUowing  pat 
fage  of  Archbifliop  Seeker's  Oratio  Synodalis,  p.  365,  can- 
not be  fufficiently  applauded  and  inculcated.  "  Palam 
<<  faciamus  nos  in  omnes  utcunque  diverfa  fentientes  be- 
««  nevole  animates  effe,  ut  quidem  fumus.  Quotufquifquc 
<«  enim  eft  noftrum,  quin  hanc  rem  fie  fecum  reputct  ? 
•«  Errat  quifpiam  ?  Mirum  ni  et  iego :  fed  aut  vocabulo 
^<  tantum,  aut  fi  re,  innoxie.  Errat  vehementer;  fed  non 
*<  continuo  eft  haereticus,  Haereticus  eft :  fed  Chriftianus 
«*  tamen.  Ne  Chriftianus  quidem :  fed  homo  faltem. 
*^  Homo  malus  forfitan  :  fed  qui  poterit  in  melius  mutari^ 
**  Fac  denique  non  pofle :  Deus  vindicabit." 

among 
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among  Chriilians  of  all  perfuafions,  a  fpirit  of 
peace,  harmony,  and  brotherly  love.  If  he 
fliould  chance  to  be  treated  by  diflenters  of  any 
denomination  with  contempt,  afperity,and  the 
foumefs  of  prejudice;  let  him  not  be  drawn 
into  the  fatal  miftake  of  conceiving  that  evil 
paiSons  in  others  will  vindicate  animofity  or 
a  want  of  benevolent  feelings  on  his  part.  By 
unfeigned,  unoflentatious,  and  uniform  mild- 
nefs  of  temper  and  complacency  of  behaviour, 
let  him  conftrain  thofe  who  differ  from  him 
to  confefs,  whatever  they  may  think  of  hi? 
doftrinal  opinions,  that  he  has  imbibed  from 
the  Gofpel  the  fpirit  ofa  Chriftian. 

The  foregoing  ftatement  of  the  various  du- 
ties of  a  parochial  Minifter  clearly  implies  the 
general  obligation  of  refidence.  Habitual  re- 
fidence.on  the  fpot  is  eflential  to  his  being  able 
effefbyally  to  perform  them.  He  who  grafps 
at  the  revenue  of  a  benefice,  and  ftudies  to 
evade  the  perfonal  difcjiarge  of  the  various 
functions  which  that  revenue  is  intended  to 
reward,  and  the  performance  of  thofe  momen- 
tous duties  to  God  and  man,  which  by  ac- 
cepting the  living  he  has  undertaken,  evinces 

F  4  either 
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either  a  moft  reprehenfible  negleft  of  proper 
confideration,  or  a  callous  depravity  of  heart* 
Preference  to  another  part  of  the  country; 
fondnefs  for  particular  fociety  ;  attachment  to 
particular  habitvS  of  life ;  vicinity  to  hereditary 
or  other  private  property;  overftrained  appre- 
henfions  on  the  fcore  of  health ;  facility  on 
the  part  of  the  Diocefan,  whether  pardonably 
refulting  from  infirmities,  or  arifing,  as  it  will 
fometimes  be  found  to  afife,  from  culpable 
remiflhefs ;  thefe  alfo  are  motives  and  tempta- 
tions to  non-refidence  which  no  confcientious 
man  can  fcrioully  examine  without  perceiving 
that  they  ought  to  be  ftedfaftly  rcfifted.  It  is 
at  the  option  of  a  Clergyman  whether  he  will 
accept  the  prefentation  offered  to  him,  or  de- 
cline it.  Better  and  wifer  is  it  to  decline  the 
charge  than  not  to  fulfil  the  duties  annexed  to 
the  acceptance  of  it.  Among  the  circum- 
ftances  moft  unfavourable  to  the  ufefulnefs 
and  even  to  the  duration  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment,  the  frequent  recurrence  of  parifhes 
little  acquainted  with  their  proper  Paftors 
claims  a  very  confpicuous  place.  How  far 
a  temporary  or  permanent  exemption  from 
the  general  rule  of  rcfidence,  in  addition  to 

thofe 
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thofe  which  the  laws  of  the  land  [nn)  exprefsly 
allow,  may  be  reafonably  granted  in  a  particu- 
lar cafe,  is  a  point  to  be  decided  by  the  Bifhop 
of  the  diocefe.  But  fuch  exemptions  will 
never  be  fought  by  a  confcientious  Clergyman, 
except,  under  extraordinary  circumftances.  A 
curate  has  neither  the  authority  in  inftrufting 
and  reproving  which  the  actual  pofleflbr.  of 
the  living  has,  nor  the  fame  ability  to  be 
charitable.  He  is  not  improbably  a  much 
younger  man,  and  commonly  therefore  has 
lefs  knowledge  and  experience  j  and  is    left 

{tin)  f^  There  are  indeed  cafes  in  which  the  law  dit- 
'*  pcnfes  with  holding  two  livings,  and  by  confequencc 
•*  allows  abfence  from  one.  But  perfons  ought  to  con- 
"  (ider  well, '  fuppofing  they  can  with  innocence  take  the 
f^  benefit  of  ^hat  law,  whether  they  can  do  it  on  other 
•*  terms  than  their  diTp-  nf 'tion  and  their  bond  exprcfles, 
*'  of  preaching  yearly  thirteen  fcrnions,  and  keeping 
*^  two  months  hofpitality  in  the  parifh  where  they  refidc 
<*  leaft.  For  the  leave  given  them  on  thefe  conditions 
**  is  not  intended  to  be  given  them,  however  legally  valid, 
**  if  the  conditions  are  neglefted;  always  exc(^pting  where 
"  Jnfi  impediment^  happen.  There  are  cafes  likewife  in 
"  wmch  the  non-refidence  of  perfons  -who  have  only  one 
'*  living  is  permitted  by  law.  But  fome  of  thefe  alfo  arc 
**  put  under  limitations,  beyond  which  the  permiffion  doth 
<*  not  reach."     Seeker's  Charges,  p.  211. 

likely 
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likely  to  be  imprefled  with  a  ftrict  and  ferious 
fenfe  of  his  momentous  duties.     And  the  un* 
certainty  of  his  continuance  in  the  cure  leflens 
the  force  of  feveral  fubor Jinate  incitements  to 
induftry  and  exemplary  condui^.     It  is  evea 
better  however,  in  general,  that  a  Clergyman 
ihould  never  viiit  his  pariih  at  all,  but  have 
his   place    fupplied    by    a    relident    Curate ; 
than  that  he  fhould  live  at  the  diilance  of 
fix  or  eight  miles  from  it,  and  from  thence  ^ 
take  the  whole  care  of  it  himlelf.     For  the 
confequence  of  the  latter  method  will  almoft 
invariably  be,  that  he  will  loon  ceafe  to  vifit 
his  parifliioners  except  on  Sundays,  and  in 
very   prelling  cafes   at  other   times.      They 
who  have  reiided  at  the  diilance  of  two  or 
three  miles  only  from  their  pariih   know  how 
many  real  impediments  even  that  fmall  diC* 
tance  creates  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
private  inftrudion,    and  of  friendly  and  im- 
proving  intcrcourie  j  and  how  many  pleas  it 
fupplies  for  indolence  and  negle^ft.     If  fome 
caufe,  intriniically  juftihable  in  itlelf,  atfd  re* 
cognifed  by  proper  authority,  prevents  a  Cler- 
gy man  from  redding  on  his  living;  the  im- 
portance of  his  duties  to  be  performed  by  a 

fubftitutCt 
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fubftitute,  and  the  difficulty  both  of  finding  a 
perfon  difpofed  to  perform  them  with  Chrif- 

tain  zeal  and  adivity,  and  of  difmiffing  a 
Curate  however  carelefs  and  inattentive,  if  at 
the  fame  time  he  executes  the  fundions  pre- 
*  fcribed  by  law,  and  is  not  guilty  of  flagrant 
and  notorious  vice ;  thefe  are  confiderations 
which  fhould  render  the  non-refident  Minifter 
much  more  fcrupulous  than  is  often  the  cafe 
in  the  choice  of  his  deputy.  The  Curate 
ought  to  be  encouraged  in  the  difcharge  of 
his  duty  by  a  liberal  {00)  recompenfe.  No- 
thing is  more  equitable  than  that  he  who 
undergoes  the  labour,  fhould  enjoy  an  ample 
fhare  of  the  revenues  of  the  office.  In  addi- 
tion  to  his  falary  he  ought  alfo  to  have   the 

{00)  The  power  of  Bifliops  in  appointing  the  falaries  of 
Curates  has  lately  been  cbnfiderably  enlarged  by  an  exceU 
lent  A(k  of  Parliament.  It  may  be  hoped  that  one  of  the 
6flFe£ls  of  this  Aft,  in  addition  to  that  of  promoting  the 
comforts  of  a  moft  ufeful  body  of  men,  will  be  to  encou^ 
rage  refidence  on  the  part  of  the  beneificed  Clergy.  It 
would  perhaps  have  been  very  advantageous  to  the  caufe 
pf  religion,  had  a  more  ample  difcretionary  power  been 
committed  to  the  Prelates  in  the  cafe  of  large  livings ; 
authorifing  them  to  aflign  to  the  Curate,  and  efpecially 
on  the  non-refidence  of  his  Principal,  a  ftipend  propor-- 
tioned  to  the  aftual  value  of  the  benefice. 

free 


76  ON    THE    DUTIES    OF 

free  ufe  of  the  paribiiage ;  both  that  he  may 
be  provided  with  a  comfortable  habitation, 
and  that  the  building  may  be  preferred  in  a 
lit  ftate,  as  to  fubllaiitial  rep.iir  and  cheerful 
neatnels  for  future  pofloflbrs  of  the  living. 
The  incumbent  however,  if  it  be  pofl'ible, 
fhould  refide  occafionallv ;  and  at  any  rate 
fhould  keep  a  fuperintending  eye  over  the 
conduft  of  the  Curate,  that  he  may  ftimulate, 
encourage,  and  advile  him,  as  circumftances 
may  require.  He  fliould  alfo  appropriate  fome 
part  of  the  profits  vv'hich  he  receives  himfelf 
from  his  livnig,  to  the  benelit  of  the  poor. 
And  if  he  can  properly  confign  the  allotted 
fum  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Curate,  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  it  will  give  the  latter  additional  weight 
and  eftiraation  in  the  parilh. 

One  of  the  ftrongcft  objeclions  againft  plu- 
ralities (//),  in  the  cafe  where  two  pieces  of 
preferment  with  cure  of  fouls,  either  of  which 
would  be  a  decent  fupport  to  a  feparate  in- 
cumbent, arc  given  to  one  Clergyman,  is  the 

(/V;  Sec  "  Confidcrations  on  Pluralities/*  lubjoineii  to 
a  vol  u ill c  oi*  polll^umous  Sermons,  by  Mr.  Diiney  ;  Lou- 
don, 170 3  J  ;»,ndUic  Life  of  die  Author  prcnxcd. 

confe- 
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confequence  which  naturally  follows;  that  he 
muft  be  abfent  at  leaft  half  the  year  from  one 
^  of  the  parifhes.  A  confiderate  Minifter  of 
the  Gofpel  will  be  very  flow  to  place  him- 
felf  in  a  fituation  which  adds  to  the  charge 
for  which  he  is  refponfible,  and  diminilhes 

in  an  equal  proportion  his  ability  to  fulfil  it. 
And  independently  of  this  circumftance,  a 
Clergyman,  whofe  heart  is  fixed  on  its  proper 
objeds,  will  not  only  rejedl  with  abhorrence 
the  idea  of  pradifing  fervile  and  unchriflian 
arts  to  advance  himfelf  in  his  profeflion ;  but 
will  never  be  eager  and  very  anxious  for  the 
acquifition  of  preferment.  Even  if  a  place  in 
the  higheft  rank  of  ecclefiaftical  promotion 
be  at  his  option,  he  will  be  guided,  as  to 
accepting  or  declining  it,  by  the  refult  of  a 
ferious  and  unprejudiced  enquiry  into  his  fit- 
nefs  for  the  ofHce,  the  temptations  with  which 
it  will  be  accompanied,  and  their  probable 
eiFeds  on  himfelf  and  on  his  family  {qj). 

ACler- 

(qq)  ^^  Nec  indccore  appetcutes  cri:-aus  (moclo  faperc, 
^^  &  beneaudire,  atque  adiiiberi,  fcriis  negotiis  covdi  eit) 
"  aut  dulcis  lucelU,  aut  gradus  cujufiibct  altioris.  Non 
**  funt,  experto  credite,  non  funt  tanti  vel  honorcs,  v^I 
*^  reditus  ampliinmi  ecclefi.iiticis  dcitinati,  ut  a  tiiiopiani 

C-     '.Vs.. 
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A  Clergyman  ought  to  cultivate  a  friendly 
and  edifying  intercourfe  with  his  clerical 
brethren ;  and  freely  to  impart,  when  oppcHr« 
tunities  occur,  to  younger  membdrs  of  the 
profeifion  the  benefits  of  his  counfel  and  expe- 
rience ;  and,  as  far  as  his  circumftances  allow, 
to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  his  diftrefled  fcl- 
low-labourers  in  the  Gofpel,  and  of  their  indi* 
gent  widows  and  orphans.  Let  him  be  mode* 
rate  in  demanding,  juft  in  paying,  and  impartial 
in  arbitrating,  dilapidations;  and  careful  to 
fecure  to  his  fucceflbrs  the  poffeiEon  of  all  p** 
pers,  records,  and  other  documents,  which  may 
be  of  ufe  to  them  in  afcertaining  or  fupporting 
the  rights  of  the  living  [rr] ;  particularly  if 
thofe  rights  are  likely  to  be  brought  into  ques- 
tion hereafter  through  any  agreement  or  tranf- 

action  of  his  own.  But  let  not  miftaken  good- 
nature, nor  the  fear  of  giving  offence,  nor  the 
difficulty  of  repelling  importunate  foUcitation, 
lead  him  to  be  guilty  of  faifehood,  and  to  im- 
pofe  on  his  Diocelan,  by  figning  an  unmorited 

"  enixe  cupiantur.  Multum  habcnt  follicitudinis,  non 
"  parum  forfan  invidise  \  vene  deledlationls  nihil,  mfi 
"  quotics  occurrit,  occurrit  autem  raro  infignis,  bencfa- 
'*  cien Ji  occafio,**     Seeker's  Oratio  Synodalis,  p.  368. 

\rr\  See  Seeker's  Charges,  p.  1^5-^157. 

tefti- 
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teftimonialj  or  a  fiditious  title,  for  any  of  his 
brethren ;  or  for  any  perfon  who  folicits  ad- 
miffion  into  orders.     In  many  cafes  from  ne- 
ceffity,  and  in  ahnoft  all  cafes  from  habit,  a 
Bilhop  repofes  very  great  confidence  in  the 
accounts  which  he  receives  from  his  Clergy 
concerning   thofe   who   feek  admiflion   into 
orders,  or  employment  and  advancement  in 
their  profeflion.     If  unworthy  men  therefore 
are  ordained,  or  invefted  with  offices  in  the 
^  church   (events  which  are  no  lefs  misfortunes 
to  the  perfons  themfelves,  than  to  thofe  placed 
under  their  care,  and  to  the  general  intefefts 
of  religion  and  virtue),    much  difgrace   and 
much  criminality  attaches  itfelf  to  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Clergyman,  who  by  carelefs  in- 
difference,   or   by   artifice   and   fraud,     have 
contributed  to  place  them  in  their  refpedive 
fituations.     Thefe  are  confiderations    wlTich 
defervc  more  attention  than  they  commonly 
obtain, 

A  Clergyman  is  bound  by  the  nature  of 
his  profelTion,  and  by  his  exprefs  promife  at 
his  ordination,  to  be  diligent  in  fearching  the 
Scriptures,  to  make  them  his  leading  ftudy, 

and 
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and  to  avail  himfc^f  of  collateral  aids  towards 
underftanding  them.     The   knowledge   with 
which  he  entered  into  orders,  if  left  to  itfelf, 
will   rapidly  decline.     From  thofe   who   are 
bleft  with  greater  abilities  and  the  enjoyment 
of  more  leifure  than  others  of  their  brethren, 
greater  progrcfs  in   critical   erudition,  deeper 
refearclies  into  ccclcfiaiHcal   hiftory,  a  more 
iiitirni.te    acquaintance  with    the  writings  of 
the  primitive  f;uhers  of  the  Chriftian  church, 
and  a  more   accurate  infight  into  the  feveral 
cbjcvllion^urgedagainllChriftianity  by  modern 
unhclicverc>,  may  juftly  be  expedled.     There 
are  lew  however  wlo  cannot  procure  for  their 
improvement  infcriptural  knowledge  the  affift- 
ance  of  ufeful  commentators;  in  confujting  of 
w^hom,  no  extraneous  circumftance,  as  their 
being  anticnt  or  moelern,  foreign  or  domeftic, 
belonging  or  not  belongin;.!;  to  the  church  of 
England,  fhould   be  pcnniitcd   to    prejudice 
the  judgement   againll  found  arguuient  and 
truth.     But  a  resnilar  ftudv  of  the  Bible,  un- 
dertaken  with  the  prailical  defign  of  warming 
the  heart  with  fcntiments  of  piety  and  holinefs, 
is  Ibicllv  required  of  cvcrv  Clerovman.     He 
who  polFeires  ,not  a  devout  frame  of  mind, 

devout 
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devout  views,   and    devout    affedions,    will 
labour  with  little  earneftnefs  to  inculcate  them 
on  others.      But  he  who  is  governed  by  a 
principle  of  fteady  and  habitual  piety,    will 
feel  the  enlivening  influence  of  it  in  every 
part^f  his  condudt  j  in  his  public  and  in  his 
.private  exertions  as  a  Minifter ;  in  perform- 
ing divine  fervice ;    in  compofing  fermons ; 
in  delivering^  them  from  the  pulpit ;  in  the 
fuperintendence  of  youth ;  in  argumentative 
and  in  perfuafive  converfations  on   religious 
fubjeds  v?ith  the  intelligent ;  in  familiar  ad- 
monitions to  the  poor  man,  whep  he  vifits 
him  in    his    cottage,    overtakes    him   going 
forth^  to  his  labour,  or  meets  him  returning 
from  the  field.     And  how  fhall  this  devout 
temper  be  attained  by  him,  who  neglefts  con- 
tinually to  imprefs  on  his  memory  the  pre- 
ceptsand  the  bright  examples  of  piety  record- 
ed in  the  Scriptures  ;  the  inftrudions  and  the 
animating  livps  of  Patriarchs,  of  Prophets,  of 
Apoftles;  and,  above  all,  the  commandments 
and  the  charader  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Thofe  are 
the  fources  from  which  are  to  be  drawn  that 
grateful  love  of  God,  that  defire  to  be  rendered 
an  inftrumeut  of  his  glory,  that  aflfedionate 
VOL,  !!•  Q  zeal 
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Ecal  for  the  falvation  of  men,  that  eameft 
afpirlng  after  perfonal  holinefs  as  an  indif- 
penfable  preparative  for  eternal  felicity; 
which,  if  they  ought  to  be  the  principle  con'- 
fiantly  predominant  in  every  human  hearty 
cannot  be  abfent  v^ithout  peculiar  guilt  from 
the  heart  of  the  Minifter  of  the  GofpeL  Thofc 
are  the  fources  from  which  are  to  be  learned 
ftedfaft  reliance  on  the  wifdom  and  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  Almighty  Creator  and  Preferver  of 
all  things;  fubmiflion  to  his  will,  fortitude 
under  difficulties,  patience  under  injuries^ 
faithfulnefs  under  trials.  They  are  the  fources 
from  which  the  Chriftian  Minifters  of  early 
ages  learned  undauntedly  to  fulfil  the  work 
of  their  miniftry  in  the  face  of  perfecution  ap- 
pearing in  its  moft  horrid  fhapes,  and  backed 
by  the  fury  of  defpotic  power.  ^They  are  the 
fources  from  which  in  later  times  the  cham- 
p'  ns  of  the  Reformation  learned  gladly  to 
^  their  teftimony  with  their  blood.  They 
.  .0  the  foufces  from  which  the  teacher  of 
Chriftianity  in  the  prefent  day  is  to  derive  the 
frame  and  temper  of  mind  adapted  to  meet 
not  only  the  common  evils  of  life,  and  the 
common  difliculties  of  his  ftation,  but  what* 

ever 
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ever  more  than  common  trials  the  providence 
of  God  may  fee  fit  that  he  fhould  undergo^ 

If  circumftances   induce   a  Clergyman  to 
enter  into  religious  controverfy,  let  him  bear 
in  mind  the  merited  difgrace  which  polemical 
.   writers  of  all  perfuafions  have  fo  frequently 
incurred ;  and  learn  to  think  humbly  of  him- 
fclf,  and  charitably  of  his  opponents.    Let  him 
**  put  away  {ss)  all  wrath,  and  clamour,  and 
**  bitternefs,  and  evil  fpeaking^with  all  malice." 
Let  him  not  exhibit  himfelf  as  a  gladiator  upon 
a  ffag€,  inviting  the  fpedtators  of  the  conteft 
to  admire  his  prowefs  and  his  fkill.     Let  him 
contend  as  becomes  a  Chriftiaii  vindicating 
Chriftianity.      Let  him  guard  againft  being 
biaffed  by  groundlefs  prepoffeflions,  or  inte- 
refted  motives,  un  forming  or  in  maintaining 
his  opinions.    Let  him  urge  no  argument  far- 
ther than  he  fincerely  believes  it  to  be  juft  and 
pertinent.     Let  him  appreciate  the  reafoning 
of  his  antagonift  with  cool  and  difpaflionate 
judgement,  and  with  a  mind  anxious,  not  for 
viftory,  but  for  the  difcovery  and  eftabliflhi- 

{ss)  Ephef.  IV.  31. 
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ment  of  truth ;  and  openly  retrafl:  his  former 
feptiments  and  aflertions,  if  he  becomes  con« 
vinced  that  they  were  erroneous. 

If  a  Clergyman  engages  in  the  tafk  of  edu- 
cation, let  him  remember  that  the  duties  which 
he  owes  to  his  parifh  are  not  diminifhed  by 
his  new  employment ;  and  that  the  firft  duty 
which  he  owes  to  his  pupils  is  deeply  to  imfc* 
prefs  them  with  the  principles,  and  to  train 
them  to  the  pradiice,  of  religion.  The  former 
of  thefe  cautions  is  the  more  proper  to  be 
luggefted,  as  exertions  in  railing  his  fchool  to 
eminence  will  promife  a  correfponding  acce(^ 
fion  of  emolument,  while  incpeafing  induftrjr 
in  his  parochial  fun&ions  would  be  in  that 
refpeft  unprodudlive  ;-and  the  latter,  as,  ia 
proportion  to  his  diligence  in  advancing  his 
pupils  in  learning,  he  is  in  danger  of  being 
lefs  mindful  of  attainments  infinitely  mOre 
important  to  them  than  learning,  and  without 
which  learning  itfeif  will  never  prove  a  bleflf- 
ing  to  the  pofleffor. 

There  is  one  clafs  of  Qergymen,  occupied 
chiefly  in   the^  higher   departments  of   the 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs  of  education,  whofe  peculiar  circum- 
ftances,  duties,  and  dangers,  if  purfued  into 
detail,  would  afford  fcope  for  remarks  and 
difcuffions  of  confiderable  length  j  and  may 
properly  receive  fbme  brief  and  general  notice 
in  this  place.  I  mean  the  Clergy  refident  in 
our  univerfities.  A  young  man,  after  he  has 
taken  his  firft  degree  and  has  been  admitted 
into  orders,  efpecially  if  he  has  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  obtain  a  fellowfliip  at  his 
college,  is  frequently  led  to  refid?  principally 
in  the  univerfity  by  prefent  pecuniary  advan- 
tages, and  by  the  profpeft  or  the  hope  of 
academic  honours  and  emoluments.  The 
tranquillity  of  his  fituation,  his  freedom 
from  domjsftic  cares,  the  noble  libraries  to 
which  he  has  accefs,  and  the  fociety  of  many  _ 
learned  and  excellent^  men  by  whigh  he  has 
the  opportunity  of  profiting,  afford  him  moft 
valuable  means  of  preparing  himfelf  to  dif- 
charge^  under  the  divine  bleffing,  with  fide- 
lity an4  wifdoro  the  office  of  a  Chriftian 
Minifler.  Of  thefe  advantages  there  have 
doubtlefs  been  numbers  who  have  reaped, 
there  are  others  who  are  now  reaping,  the 
proper  fruits.     But  the  benefit  refulting  from 
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the  favourable  charaQeriflics  of  the  fituatioa 
in  queftion  is  greatly  diminifhed,  and  in 
many  cafes  is  more  than  counterbalanced,  by 
others  of  the  oppofite  defcription.  The  gene* 
ral  ftudies  of  the  place  are  not  diredled  fo 
much  as  they  ought  to  be  to  theological  at- 
tainments :  nor  are  thofe  the  attainments 
which  fecure  to  the  ftudent  the  academical 
diflindtions  and  rewards,  which  ftand  higheft 
in  the  general  eftimation.  Thefe  are  circum- 
ftances  not  likely  to  be  without  their  influ- 
ence on  the  views  and  fentiments  of  a  young 
Clergyman  refident  in  college.  And  if  he  is 
engaged,  as  he  commonly  is  defirous  to  be, 
in  fome  line  of  tuition,  public  or  private  j  his 
attention  is  liable  to  be  in  a  greater  or  a 
Icfe  degree  drawn  away  from  profeflional  ac- 

quifitions,  and  fixed  on  thofe  branches  of 
learning  and  fcience,  in  which  he  is  to  com- 
municate inflrudions  to  his  pupils.  In  the 
mean  time  he  lives  without  employment  in 
his  functions  as  a  Clergyman.  Or  if  he  has 
the  care  of  a  church,  it  is  probably  of  a 
curacy  at  a  diftance  from  the  univerfity, 
whence  he  arrives  on  the  Sunday  morning  a 
tranfitory  vifitant,  not  to  be  feen  again  until 

the 
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the  commencement  of  the  following  week. 
*rhus  he  pafles  feveral,  perhaps  many,  years^ 
nominally  a  parochial  Minifter;  but  without 
the  intercourfe,  the  habitjs,  the  attachments, 
the  experience,  to  which  much  of  the  eflScacy 
of  the  labours  of  a  parochial  Minifter  is  to  be 
afcribed :  until  when  at  length  he  is  placed 
on  a  benefice  by  his  college  or  a  private 
patron,'  it  is  well  if  he  does  not  remove  thi- 
ther little  inclined  to  profeffional  mannerS| 
occupations,  and  purfuits ;  and  not  only  un- 
accuftomed  to  refidence  and  averfe  to  it,  but 
difpofed  to  queftion  its  obligation  as  a  duty, 
and  to  think  lightly  of  its  importance.  Hi$ 
mode  of  life  in  college  is  in  other  relpedts 
adapted  to  involve  him  in  hazards  and 
temptations.  Tn  the  firft  place,  he  has  not 
the  benefit  of  domeftic  fociety.  He  pafTep 
term  after  term  detached  from  his  kindred 
and  natural  connexions,  and  a  ftranger  to 
the  common  bleflings  and  improving  offices 
of  faijiily  intercourfe.  In  the  fecond  place, 
he  is  led  to  aflbciate  much  wath  undergradu-c 
ates  of  fortune,  efpecially  with  thofe  whofe 
academical  rank  Itations  them  at  the  fame 
faljle  with  the  Fellows  of  the  college  j  youngs 
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men  whofe  habits  and  proceedings  are  formed 
on  a  fcale    little   according  with  his   future 
profpefts,  but  fuited  to  infpire  him  with  a 
paflion  for  fimilar  indulgences.    Among  thefe 
companions  too  he  witiieffes  (for  the  truth 
muft  not  be  difguifed)  much  that  he  ought 
to  difapprove.     Some  of  them  however  are 
his  pupils,  and  feem  likely  to  be  inftruments 
of  his  preferment :  and  others,  with  whom 
he  is  familiarly  acquainted,  may  hereafter,  if 
he  (hould  preferve  their  favour,  'prove  his 
patrons  alfo.    He  is  therefore  ftrongly  tempted 
to  connive  at  grofs  improprieties  in  converfa- 
tion  and  in  conduS,  if  not  to  bear  a  part  in 
them :  and  at  length  perhaps  evinces,  in  hi? 
difpofitions  and  demeanour,  ^  not  very  un- 
comnjon  mixture  of  pride  and  felfifli  fervility ; 
while  he   boafts,   on  the  one  hand,  of  hisi 
connexion  with  the  great,  and  oftentatioufly 
treads  in  their  footfteps  ;  and  difplays,  on  the 
other,  a  fupple  accommodation  to  their  hu? 
mours  and  follies,  poffibly  to  their  diffipatioa 
and.  intemperance,  with  a  view  to  his  own 
advancement.     When  thefe  temptations  are 
fuccefsful,  it  is  not  merely  that  ingenuoufnefs 
and  worth  of  chara^er  in  the  individual  arp 

loft. 
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loft.     That  perhaps  is  neither  the  .only  nor 
the  worft  cpnfequence.     The  evil  may  fpread 
much  wider.     From  the  example  thus  exhi- 
bited by  one  who  bears  the  name  and  oflfice 
of  a  Chriftian  Minifter,  his  youthful  affociatcs 
may  .be  prone    to   infer  that  Clergy mea  ia 
general  are  irreligious  and  time-ferying  like 
himfelf :  and  may  not  improbably  be  induce^ 
to  conclude,  either  that  Chriftianity,  of  which 
they  believe  him  to  know  fpmewhat   more 
than  themfelves,   Is  regarded   by  him,  and 
may  well  therefore  be  regarded  by  them,  as 
a  pious  impofture  ;  or  that,  if  true,  it  requires 
not  that  holinefs  which  they  recolledt  to  have 
heard  prefcribed  from  the  pulpit;  nor  even 
an  abftinence  from  gay  vices  fandtioned  by 
cuftom,  and   held   in   polite   life  to  be  not 
unbecoming    "    a  gentleman    and  a  matf  of 
*'  honour y 

Matters  of  colleges,  public  tutors,  and 
others  who  fill  high  ftations  and  offices  in  the 
univerfities,  ought  habitually  and  confcien- 
tioufly  to  bear  in  mind  how  important  a  part 
of  ^e  rifing  generation  is  committed  at  a 
.  mpft  critical  period  of  life  to  their  care.     To 
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cherifh  learning,  and,  in  preference  to  learn* 
ing,  virtue ;  to   fhew   no  improper   counte-* 
nance  to  rank  and  wealth  ;    to  a<3:  with  im* 
partial     attention    to     defert     in    beftowing 
academical  emoluments    and    diftin(3:ions   oi 
every  kind ;  to  evince  a  rigid  obfervance  of 
truth  and  juftice  in  granting  or  refufing  tefli-- 
monials  to  candidates  for  orders  ;  to  confer  a 
marked  and  fleady  encouragement  on  theo- 
logical   ftudies,    partly    becaufe   a   thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  evidences  and  truths 
of  Chriftianity  is  that  knowledge  which  is  of 
the  highift  moment  to  every  man,  and  part^ 
ly  becaufe  it  peculiarly  demands  attention  in 
the  feminaries  in  which   moft   of  the  future 
Minifters  of  the  Eftablilhed  Church  are  to  be 
trained  ;  thefe  are  among  the  principal  duties, 
by  the  difcharge  of  which  they  ?^e  to  acquit 
themfelves    to    their    own    confciences    and 

« 

benefit  their  country.  Were  I  to  dwell  on 
any  additional  obligation,  it  fhould  be  on  the 
duty  of  making  large  redudions,  by  vigorous 
and  prudent  meafures,  in  the  expences  of  aa 
academical  life.  The  prefent  fyftem,  highly 
pernicious  to  all,  is  iingularly  detrimental  to 
young  men  of  fmall  fortunes  dcftined  for  the 
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church.  It  initiates  them  into  a  courfe  of 
profufion  culpable  in  itfelf,  and  produdlive  o£ 
tabits  and  delires  particularly  unbecoming  the 
profeffion  for  which  they  are  defigned,  and 
the  ftatio^s  which  in  general  they  are  to  oc- 
cupy. And  it  is  likely  to  have  this  further  con- 
fequence,  that  by  much  the  greater  part  of 
country  Clergymen,  whofe  fons,  from  the  ha- 
bits in  which  they  are  brought  up  at  home,  are 
better  adapted  than  any  other  particular  clals 
of  individuals  to  form  a  fucceffion  of  Minifters 
of  the  Gofpel,  will  foon  be  no  longer  able; 
even  if  they  are  able  at  prefent,  to  fupport 
the  charges  of  a  young  man's  education  at  a 
univerfity,  and.  at  the  fame  time  to  do  juftice 
to  the  reft  of  their  family. 

Finally,  if  a  Clergyman  fhould  ever  be  led 
to  entertain  a  ftrong  fufpicion  that  the  funda- 
mental tenets  of  the  Eftabliftied  Church  are  re- 
pugn^ to  the  Scriptures;  let  him  not  be  im- 
pelled by  a  tendernefs  of  confcience,  needlefsly 
fearful  of  being  feduced  by  intereft  and  habit, 
to  abandon  his  poft  without  due  confideration 
and  inquiry.  But  let  him  not  delay  to  bring 
his  doubts  to  the  teft  of  ftridl  and  fair  exami- 
nation*    And  if  after  the  beft  exercife  of  his 

judge- 
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judgement,  not  relying  exclufively  on  itfelf^ 
but  aided  by  a  careful  review  of  the  arguments 
of  others,  thofe  doubts  (hould  arife  to  convic- 
tion, let  him  honeftly  and  quietly  retire  from 
his  ftatjon  in  the  Eftabliflimept,  whatever  it. 
may  be  \  and  ceafe  to  receive  a  falary  for  a 
fervice  which  he  can  no  longer  ^ifcharge  with 
i^iQCcence  and  peace  of  niind, 

^L  It  remains  to  fubjoin  a  few  obferva-i 
tions  on  the  peculiar  duties  of  a  Bifhop.  Thefc 
duties  relate  to  qrdination ;  the  fuperintend? 
ence  of  the  Clergy ;  the  ufe  of  his  ecclefiaftical 
patronage ;  and  his  condu(3;  as  a  member  of 
the  Hpufe  of  Peeis. 

The  power  of  ordination  committed  to 
Biftiops  is  in  other  words  the  power  of  fe^ 
'^  leding  and  nominating  the  individuals,  who 
are  in  procefs  of  time  not  merely  to  poilefs 
the  whole  preferment  of  the  Qhurch  of  Eng-' 
land,  from  the  moft  inconfiderable  curacy  tq 
the  moft  lucrative  benefices  and  the  moft  ho- 
nourable ftations ;  but  to  be  the  only  author 
rifed  Jifpeofers  of  religious  inftru<Slion  to  all 
the  members  of  that  church  from  one  extre- 
mity of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,     A  truft  of 

this 
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tMs  extxeme  magnitude  and  importance  calls 
for  the  greateft  integrity,  vigilance,  and  exer- 
tion, in  thofe  to  whom  it  is  configned.  And 
a  want  of  fcrupulous  care  and  fidelity  in  the 
cxercife  of  this  truft  will  appear  the  more 
blameable,  when  we  confider  that^  in  the  pre-. 
Tent  ftate  of  our  Ecclefiaftical   Conftitution, 

^    avperfon  once*  admitted  into  full  orders  can 

fcarcely  be  prevented  by  Bifhops  from  occu- 
pying any  poll  of  preferment,  a  nomination 
to  which  he.  may  have  intereft  to  procure, 
unlefe  he  be  guilty  of  moft  flagrant  enormities* 
But  among  thofe  Clergymen  who  are  palpably 

deficient  in  the  leading  qualifications  which 
fliould  diftinguifti  ^  Chriftian  Minifter,  and 
whom  it  would  confequently  be  defirable, 
were  it  praGicable,  to  preclude -from  the  en- 
joyment of  benefices,  the  number  ftalned  with 
flagrisLUt  enormities  is  comparatively  fmall.  To 
lay  hands  fuddenly  (//)  on  no  man ;  to  com- 
mit the  ofl5ce  of  a  teacher  to  thofe  men  alone 
who  are  worthy  [uu)  of  confidence  ;  thefe  are 
catitions  which  St.  Paul  did  not  think  it  need- 
left  to  ad^efs  even  to  Timothy ;  and  cautions 

(//)  i  Tim,  V.  22.  («//)  2  Tim.  ii.  2. 
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which  ought  to  be  deeply  imprinted  on  the 
mind  of  every  modern  Bifliop.  As  the  ex- 
tent of  the  diocefes  in  this  country  renders  it 
impoflible  for  a  Bifliop  to  have  a  perfonal 
knowledge  of  the  habits  of  life  of  the  young 
men  who  apply  to  him  for  Ordination ;  the  law 
directs  all  the  candidates  to  produce  certain 

« 

prefcribed  teftimonials  of  their  good  condud. 
This  care  on  the  part  of  the  Legiflature  is  to 
be  confidered  as  intended  to  fupply  him  with 
valuable  information,  which  he  might  not 
otherwife  have  been  able  to  obtain  ;  but  not  to 
exempt  him  from  the  obligation  of  fumifhing 
himfelf  with  any  additional  intelligence,  which 
he  has  the  means  of  procuring.  He  may  be 
acquainted  with  various  fails  altogether  un- 
known to  the  perfons  who  have  fubfcribed  the 
teftimonial.  And  although  the  fubfcribers  arc 
men  of  refpedlable  charadters,  they  may  have 
figned  inadvertently,  and  without  proper  con- 
fidcration ;  they  may  have  been  mifled  by 
culpable  good-nature  and  mifguided  pity;  they 
may  have  yielded  to  importunity  and  powerful 
folicitations  ;  or  they  may  have  been  miiin*  , 
formed  as  to  feveral  parts  of  the  conduct  of  the 
perfon  in  queftion,  or  miftaken  in  their  judge- 
ment 
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ment  concerning  them.  All  thefe  are  points 
to  which  it  behoves  the  Bifhop  to  advert,  in 
proportion  as  he  has  opportunities  of  afcertain- 
ingthe  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  refpeding  them. 
That  the  Legiflature  means  him  to  take  thefe 
circumftancfes  into  the  account,  is  evident  from 
its  permitting  him  [xx)  to  rejed  any  candidate, 
even  without  afligning  a  f  eafon  for  his  refufaU 
The  ][)Ower  of  rejeding  a  candidate  without 
fpecifying  any  reafon  is  indeed  fo  open  to 
abufe,  and  liable  to  carry  in  practice  fo  fulpi- 
cious  an  appearance,  that  it  fliould  never  be  - 
exercifed  except  in  very  peculiar  cafes.  It 
muft  however  be  allo^ved  to  be  poflible  that  a 
Bifliop  may  have  received  intelligence,  of  the 
truth  of  which  he  is  fatisfied,  under  circum- 
ftances  which  make  it  improper  fqr  him  to 
divulge  it;  and  may  thus  be  obliged  to^ en- 
counter the  imputations  which  will  ufiially 
tefult  from  his  filence. 

As  no  lawful  means  of  difcovering  the  real 
charafter  of  perfons  defiring  admittance  into 
orders  ftiould  be  negleded,  it  feems  a  very 

{xx)  Bum's  Ecclefiaft.  Law,  vol.  iii.  p.  32,  3d  edit. 

fit 
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fit  precaution  in  a  Biftiop  univerfally  to  re* 
quire  the  certificate  known  by  the  technical 
name  of  aSi  quis* 

It  is  alfo  the  duty  of  a  Bifhop  to  fcrutinife 
the  validity  of  the  titles  for  orders  prefented^ 
-  *  to  him ;  that,  if  any  of  them  are  fictitious  and 
delufive,  proper  reprehenfion  may  fall  on  thofe 
who  have  figned  them,  as  well  as  on  the  per- 
fons  in  whof(?  favour  they  were  fabricated. 

.  ^  The  literary  and  theological  attainments  of 
the  candidates  are  difcoverable  by  the  Bifhop 
himfelf.-  In  inveftigating  them,  though  he 
may  with  propriety  avail  himfelf  of  the  aid  of 
his  Archdeacon  or  Chaplain ;  efpecially  when 
the  number  of  young  men  to  be  examined  is 
very  large,  or  his  own  health  unequal  to  the 
whole  labour  :  yet  he  ought  by  no  means  to 
confider  the  tafk  as  transferable  at  pleafure 
from  himfelf  to  his  afliftants  ;  nor  to  clofe  his 
inquiries,  until  he  is  enabled  fairly  to  decide 
from  his  own  perfonal  knowledge  whether  the 
candidate  is,  or  is  not,  duly  qualified  for  the 
ofiice  which  he  folicits. 


By 


> 


THE   CLERICAL   PROFESSION.         97 

By  the  r^fult  of  a  deliberate  and  impartial 
lurvey  of  the  character  and  qualifications  of 
the  candidate,  and  by  no  other  motive  what- 
ever, let  the  Bifhop  be  determined  as  to  grant- 
ing or  refufing  him  admiffion  into  orders,  or 
advancement^  to  a  higher  degree  in  the  mi- 
hiftry.  Let  him  not  be  afraid  of  exercifing 
his  difcretion.  If  the  young  naan's  pretenfions 
ought  not  to  be  allowed,  let  not  the  pain  of 
giving  him  a  temporary  or  permanent  denial, 
nor  the  fear  of  offending  his  friends,  or  another 
Bifhop  from  whom  he  has  received  dimifTory 
letters',  *  not  even  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  be 
fufFcred  to  have  the  flightefl  influence  in  the 
'cafe.  If  on  the  other  hand  he  is  a  man  of 
piety  and  of  competent  knowledge,  let  not  the 
church  be  deprived  of  a  ufef ul  Minifler,  though 
he  fhould  not  happen  to  have  been  educ^ed 
at  one  of  the  univerfities.  And  let  not  the 
Bifhop  omit  the  opportunities  which  his  fta- 
tion  affords  him,  of  impreffing  on  the  minds 
of  the' approved  candidates  the  folemn  nature 
of  the  office  which  they  are  about  to  utider- 
take,  and  the  awful  refponfibility  annexed  to 
it.  By  exhortation,  by  advice,  by  recommend- 
ing habits  of  life,  fuggefling  plans  of  fludy, 

VOL,  II.  H  and 
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and  pointing  out  improving  books,  feveratty 
adapted  to  the  tituation  and  abilities  of  the 
individuals  whom  he  addrefles ;  let  him  con- 
tribute whatever  is  in  his  power  towards  ren- 
dering all  of  them  zealous  and  ufeful  Minifters 

of  religion.  His  inftrudions  delivered  warm 
from  the  heart,  and  at  a  feafon  which  forms 
a  memorable  sera  in  the  lives  of  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  direded,  will  feldom  be  totally 
forgotten. 

The  general  fuperintendence  of  the  condud 
of  the  Clergy  of  the  diocefe  is  a  very  import- 
ant branch  of  epifcopal  duty.  That  a  Biihop 
may  be  enabled  to  perform  it  with  fidelity 
and  efie£t,  it  is  indifpenfably  requifite  that  he 
ihould  refide  very  much  in  his  diocefe  ;  and 
gain  all  poflible  infight  into  the  chara£ter  and 
general  behaviour  of  each  individual  Clergy- 
man. This  knowledge  is  bed  obtained,  and 
ought  ever  to  be  fought,  by  perfonal  inter- 
courfe  and  infpedion.  When  remotenefs  of 
fituation  in  fome  degree  precludes  the  dio- 
cefan  from  fufficient  occafions  of  judging 
from  his  own  obfervations,  let  him  call  to  his 

aid  the  information  to  be  colleded  from  con- 
fidential 
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Edential  perfons  refident  near  the  party  con- 
cerned; appreciating  it  according  to  their  means 
of  learning  his  true  charader,  and  their  free- 
dom from  prejudices,  either  in  his  favour  or 
againft  him;   and  putting  its  accuracy  to  the 

m 

proof  by  comparing  together  and  contraftingthe 
intelligence  derivedfrom  different  quarters.  The 
periodical  vifitations  of  a  Biftiop,  prudently 
conducted,  will  greatly  increafe  his  knowledge 
of  the  date  of  his  diocefe.  And  on  this  account 
among  others  they  ought  not  to  be  poftponed 
beyond  the  cuftomary  time  of  their  recurrence; 
nor  hurried  over,  as  if  they  were  mere  mat- 
ters of  troublefome  form,  with  eager  precipi- 
tation. And  were  a  Bifhop  to  make  an  annual 
and  unceremonious  progrefs  through  a  portion 
of  hio_(j3f)  diocefe  in  the  intervals  between  the 

general 


(jiy)  An  admirable  exailple  ofttuly  Chriftian  zeal  and 
diligence  in  the  difcharge  of  epifcopal  duties  has  been 
e^chibited  by  Bifhop  Burnet.  "  Not  content  with  the 
•*  ufual  triennial  vifitations,  he  every  fummer,  during  fix 
**  weeks,  made  a  progrefs  through  fome  diftrifts  of  his 
•*  diocefe,  preaching  and  confirming  from  church  to 
**  church;  fo  that,  before  the  return  of  the  triennial  vifit- 
«*  ation,  he  became  well  acquainted  with  the  behaviour 
**  of  every  incumbent*    He  preached  every  Sunday  in 

H  3j  «^  fome 
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general  vifitations;  his  adlive  vigilance  would 
be  well  repaid  by  the  exertions  to  which  it 
would  roufe  his  Clergy,  and  the  infight  which 
It  would  afford  him  into  their  fevcral  difpo* 
filions^  attainments,  and  proceedings.  And 
the  confufion  which  not  unfrequcntly  takes 
place  at  prefent  from  the  vaft  crowds  affem- 
bling  to  be  confirmed,  infomuch  that  num- 
bers are  even  unable  to  hear  any  of  the  quef> 
jtions  propofed  to  them,  though  calling  for  pro- 
miffory  replies  on  their  part,  would  be  obviated. 
Its  exiftence  in  any  degree  is  difgraceful. 

In    reproving   the    negligent   among    the 

Clergy,  and  in  the  exercife  of  thofe  feverer 

powers  with  which  the  laws  authorife  him  to 

.proceed  againft  the  refradlory  and  the  im- 

moral ;  let  him  not  be  fwayed  by  the  defire 

•of  conciliating  favour,  jjor   by  the  dread  of 

incurring  oditnn  and  exciting refentment,from 

dif. 

*  **  fome  church  of  the  city  of  Salifbury ;  catechifed  and  m- 
••«  ftrufted  its  youth  for  confirmation ;  was  moft  vigilant 

^  and  ftrift  in  his  examination  of  candidates  for  holy 
•^  orders;  and  was  an  invincible  enemy  to  pluralities, 'and 

•  «*  of  courfe  to  non-refidcnce.*'     Pennant's  Tour  in  Scot* 
land,  4to.  London,  1776,  vol.  ii.  p.  373,  note. 

dif. 
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difcharging  his  duty  with  proper  ftridnefs ; 
and  with  an  impartial  regard  to  the  merits  of 
the  cafe,  whatever  be  the  fituation  and  con- 
nedions  of  the  individuals  in  fault.  What 
.wasi  the  folemn  injunftion  with  which  St. 
Paul  ciofed  his  diredions  to  Timothy  re- 
fpeding  his  condudl  in  cenfuring  elders  of 
the  church  ?  "  1  charge  {zz)  thee  before 
**  God  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  and  the 
♦*  el>ei3:  angels,  that  thou  obferye  thefe  things 
**  without  preferring  one  before  another; 
.^*  doing  nothing  by  partiality.'*  In  cafes  of 
flagrant  enormity,  it  may  well  become  the 
Bifliop  to  pafs  open  cenfure  on  the  unworthy 
Minifter.  Except  in  fuch  inftances,  private 
reproof  is  more  advifable.  It  has  more  of 
the  air  of  kindnefs ;  and  leaves  no  ftigma  on 
the  charadler  of  the  individual,  if  it  fhould 
ultimately  appear  that  the  diocefan  had  been 
mifinformed  as  to  the  nature  or  the  degree  of 
the  oflfence. 

By  the  fame  fplrit  of  impartiality  ought  a 
Bifhop  to  be  actuated  in  exercifmg  that  de- 
gree of  authority  which  the  laws  give  him, 

(22)  I  Tim.  V.  21. 

H  3  as 
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as  to  enforcing  or  difpenfing  with  the  rcli- 
dence  of  parochial  Minifters.  This  difpenfing 
power  ftiould  never  be  exercifed  except  under 
very  particular  circumftances ;  nor  the  per- 
xniffion  of  abfence  be  continued  longer  than 
thofe  circumftances  exift  {aaa). 

A  Bifliop  (hould  regard  his  ecclefiafticdl 
patronage  as  a  fund  entrufted  to  his  difpofal, 
^ot  for  the  emolument  of  undeferving  rela^ 
tives,  nor  for  the  immoderate  aggrandizement 
even  of  his  meritorious  connexions ;  not  to 
reward  cringing  adherents;  not  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  ferve  interefted  views,  or  to 
court  the  favour  of  the  great ;  but  to  be  em- 
ployed  for  the  general  advancement  of  reli- 
gion and  the  encouragement  of  clerical  defert, 
particularly  within  his  own  diocefe.  Men 
of  piety  and  learning,  who  have  diftinguiflied 

(aaa)  Some  Bifhops  are  poiTefled  of  cpndderable  au- 
thority as  Vifitors  of  Colleges  in  the  Univerfities  ;  an  au- 
thority which  they  are  peculiarly  bound  to  exercife  with 
juftice  and  impartiality,  and  with  a  marked  attention  to 
the  benefit  of  the  focieties  in  queftion :  (ince  it  is  now 
recognized  as  a  principle  of  law,  *<  that  the  Vifitqr's 
*<  determinations  are  final,  and  examinable  in  no  other 
««  court  T^  hatever.**    See  Blackftone^  vol.  i.  p.  483,  484. 

themfelvcs 


THE  CLERICAL  PROFESSION.        IO3 

themfelves  under  his  infpeftion  by  zealous 
and  exemplary   condu£t   in  the  minifterial 
office ;  and  fuch  of  them  efpecially  as  are  ad- 
vanced in  life,  or  have  borne  the  preffure  of 
narrow  incomes  and  large  families,  have  the 
ftrongeft  claims  to  his  attention.     Care  muft 
at  the  fame  time  be  taken  that  the  individual 
fele^ed  be  fuitable  to  the  flation  which  he  is 
to  occupy,  and  to  the  place  where  he  is  to  be 
fixed.    And  fcarcely  any  confiderations  fhould 
prevail  on  a  Bifliop  to  give  to  one  Clergyman 
two  livings,  either  of  which  will  fupport  a 
Minifter  of  its  own ;  or  to  confer  one  fuch 
living  on  a  perfon  already  holding  another 
of   that   defcription,    except    on   the   terms 
of  his  vacating  that  which  he  originally  pof- 
fefled*     It  is  certainly  true  that  a  Clergyman 
diftinguiflied  for  adtive  piety  might  frequently 
bp  of  more  fervice  to  religion  individually^ 
by  having  two  parifties  committed  to  his  care, 
than  he   would  have  been  with  only  one. 
But  let  a  Bifliop  beware  of  deceiving  himfelf 
by  confidering  the  matter  in  that  light.     The 
queftion  which  h^  ought  to  afk  hImfelFis  this : 
whether  more  fervice  will  be  rendered  to  reli- 
gion on  the  whole  by  configning  the  fecond 

H  4  parifh 
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pari(h  to  the  perfon  already  charged  with  the 
firft ;  or  by  offering  it  to  the  beft  of  the  un- 
beneficed Clergyman  whom  he  knows,  or  iS 
able  to  difcover  before  the  living  lapfes.'  Thi 
fcarcity  of  good  Minifters  in  the  Church  of " 
England  muft  probably  b?  much  increafeds 
before  it  will  often  happen  that  a  Bifliop  is 
under  the  neceflity  of  giving  an  anfwer  in 
favour  of  plurality. 

With  thofe  of  his  Clergy  who  are  diftidi  ' 
guiflied  for  piety  and  erudition  a  Bifhop 
ought  to  cultivate  a  friendly  and  familiar 
intercourfe  ;  exciting  them  to  perfevering^ad* 
tivity  and  diligence  in  their  clerical  fun£tion9'9 
public  and  private,  and  to  an  ufeful  appli- 
cation of  their  talents  and  literary  acquifitions. 
And  with  all  his  Clergy  he  fhould  maintsdn, 
as  far  as  it  is  poffible,  fuch  a  degree  of  inter- 
courfe as  may  enable  him  faithfully  and 
cffedlually  to  difcharge  his  official  duties ; 
admoni£hing,  counfelling,  exhorting,  as  cir- 
cumftances  render  expedient ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  dilcountenancing  rooted  prejudices  and 
antipathies,  which  are  always  unchriftian, 
againft  perfons  belonging  to  other  fe£ts,  even 

though 
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^pugh  the  behaviour  of  thofe  perfons  ftiould 
le  reprehenfible  and  acrimonious,  and  inculr 
eating  brotherly  love  towards  thie  whole  fa- 
mily of  Chrift.    To  his  Clergy  of  every  degree 
his  behaviour  fhould  be  affable,  kind,  unaffum** 
ing,  and  in  every  refpeft  that  of  an  affedtion»- 
ate  fellow-minifter  of  the  Gofpel.     Merit  in 
the  humbled  ftation  ought  not  to  efcape  his 
^notice,  nor  pafe  without  his  praifc  and  en- 
couragement.     His  brethren  overtaken    by 
calamities,  their  diftreffed  widows,  their  indi- 
gent orphans,    fhould  fhare  largely  of  that 
liberal  charity  which,  in  proportion  to  his  re- 
venue, he  is  ftriftly   bound  to  prefcribe  to 
himfelf ;  and  receive  at  his  hand  every  proper 
mark  of  his  readinefs  and  folicitude  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare.     How  great  may  be  the 
fervices  rendered  to  religion  by  a  prelate  at 
once  refpedted  and  beloved ! 

According  to  eftabliflied  cuftom,  a  Bifhop 
commonly  delegates  to  others  the  manage- 
ment of  his  fpiritual  court  and  its  concerns. 
Not  that  it  is  defirable  that  he  fhould  retain 
^  in  his  own  hands  the  exercife  of  this  branch 
of  his  jurifdi(3;ion.     His  po\yer   of  control 

9  Iiowever 
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however  ought  to  be  exerted,  whenever  op* 
portunities  aiife,  in  corredling  abufes  exifting 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  putting 
an  end  to  impodtions  praftifed  by  its  offi» 
cers  {bbd).  A  reviflon  of  the  ecclefiaftical  law 
appears  to  be  extremely  needfuL 

The  condud  of  a  Bifliop  in  the  adjuftment 
of  all  affairs  in  which  his  revenue  is  concerned^ 
ought  to  be  charaderifed  not  only  by  mode* 
ration,  but  by  a  reafonable  degree  of  attentioa^ 
to  the  intercfts  of  his  fucceffors  j  e(pecially 
when  the  profpedl  of  greatly  augmenting  his 
prefent  emoluments  may  lay  him  under  the 
temptation  of  attaining  the  objeft  by  meafures 
likely  to  prove  injurious  to  future  occupiers 
of  the  fee.     The  uncertainty  of  his  continu-  , 
ance  in  the  diocefe  affords  him  no  excufe  for 
delaying  to  expend,  or  for  expending  with 
reluftance,  whatever  is  neceffary  for  the  fub- 
ftantial  repair  and  decent  ornament  of  the   , 
epifcopal  manfion  and  its  appendages. 

r 

(bU)  A  Biihop  may  fometlmes  have  occaGon  to  pre* 
Tent  impoHtions  in  ano^er  quarter.     I  have  heard  of  an 
inftance  wherein  a  Bifliop's  Secretary  exa£led  an  unau- 
thorifed  gratuity,  as  a  perquifite  for  himfelf,  from  ererjl^ 
young  man  who  came  to  be  ordained. 

A  Bifhop's 
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A  Biftiop's  mode  of  life  ought  to  be  that 
of  a  Chriftian  Clergyman.    In  him  luxury  and 
.parade  are  peculiarly  out  of  character.     Hof- 
pitality,  we  admit,  in  the  primitive  ages  of 
the  church,  was  a  qualification  required  in  a 
Bifhop.     But  what  was  that  hofpitality  ?  To 
give  food  and  lodging  to  ftrangers,  efpecially 
to  thofe   who   travelled  for  the  purpofe  of 
preaching  and  promoting  the  Gofpel,  in  coun- 
tries where  there  exifted  no  inns  to  receive 
them.     The  place  of  this  no  longer  needed 
hofpitality  is  now  beft    fupplied  by  ample 
charities  beftowed  in  other  ways,  adapted  to 
the  exigencies  of  modern  times.     Something 
however  muft  be  conceded  to  public  expecta- 
tion, with  refpeft  to  modes  of  living ;  -  and 
more  is  expelled  in  fome  fees  than  in  others, 
in  confequence  of  their  great  revenues  and 
diftinguiflied  eminence.     And  univerfally,  a 
Bifhop  ought  to  remember  that  it  is  one  part 
of  his  oflScial  duty  to  endeavour  to  improve 
his  own  Clergy  in  particular,  and  the  upper 
,  ranks  of  the  community  in  general,  by  his 
fociety  and  example.     But  let  him  not  forget 
that  one  of  the  Chriftian  virtues  of  which  he 
U  to  fet  an  example  is  moderation.     Neither 

let 
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let  company,  or  unncceflary  avocations  of 
any  kind,  prevent  him  from  habitually  de- 
voting himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures  | 
and  to  other  theological  purfuits,  fuited  to  his 
talents,  or  demanded  by  the  circumflances  of 
the  timds*  "^ 

The  general  duties  of  Peers  have  already 
been  fo  fully  difcufled  in  a  chapter  {ccc)  fet 
apart  for  the  inveftigation  of  them,  that  little 
remains  to  be  added  on  the  conduct  of  Bifliops 
in  their  capacity  of  Lords  of  Parliament.  Tbe 
rank  and  prerogatives  attached  to  a  feat  in  the 
Upper  Houfe  fliould  be  regarded  by  a  Bifhop 
in  the  fame  light  as  all  other  powers  vefted  in 
him  by  the  Conftitution  j  namely,  as  deftined 
to  be  employed  for  the  advancement  of  mora« 
lity  and  religion.  Hence  laws  calculated  to  re- 
prcfs  and  chaftife  vice,  to  facilitate  the  diffufioa 
of  knowledge,  to  accelerate  the  progrefs  and 
increafe  the  influence  of  religion,  fhould  not 
only  receive  his  warmeft  fupport,  but  be  intro- 
duced by  him,  as  occafions  offer,  to  the  confi* 
deration  of  Parliament.     The  true  interefts  of 

(ccc)  Chap,  V. 

the 
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tfie  church  to  which  he  belongs  fliould  expe* 
rience  his  watchful  protedlion.  He  fhould 
defend  them,  however,  without  feeking  to  im- 
pofe  or  to  continue  needlefs  or  unwarrantable 
yro^nts  on  thofe  who  diflent  from  it ;  and 
without  being  led  by  timidity,  or  the  feir 
of  feeming  to  ^acknowledge  an  error,  to  re- 
fift  the  temperate  (^/^///)  amendment  of  any 
tning  Which  he  fhall  be  convinced  is  defec- 
tive in  the  eftablifhment.  A  Bifhop  fhould 
•not  fuffer  his  attendance  in  Parliament  to  en- 
-croach  more-than  is  requisite  on  his  -  residence 
in  his  diocefe.  And  above  all  things  let  him 
beware  of  being  turned  afide  from  the  path 
Vhich  duty  prefcribes  to  him  as  a  legiflator,  by 
his  connexion  with  the  perfons  to  whom  he 
•owes  his  elevation,  or  by  the  hopes  of  arriving 
at  further  preferment*     A  trariflation  is  not  an 

{ddd)  '*It  18  certainly  the  intereft  of  an  enemy  to  fuffer 
«'  the  body  to  which  he  oppofes  himfelf  to  lie  under  as 
*•  many  prejudices,  and  to  be  liable  to  as  much  cenfure  as 
'*  is  poflible :  whereas  every  good  and  wife  friend  ftudies 
**  to  prcferve  (hat  body  to  which  he  unites  himfelf;  by 
**  freeing  it  from  every  thing  that  may  render  it  lefs  ac- 
^  ceptable  and  lefs  ufeful/*  Bifliop  Burnet's  Paftoral 
Care,  p.  105. 

objedt 
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objedl  on  which  he.  ought  to  fet  his  heaft.  A 
parochial  Clergyman  will  ufually  render  the 
greateft  fervices  to  religion  in  a  parifli  whidi 
has  long  witnefled  his  virtues.  And  the  influ^^ 
ence  and  power  of  doing  good,  which  a  Biflibp 
derives  from  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  his  diocefe,  are  commonly  fo  much  fiipe^ 
rior  to  thofe  which  a  ftranger  would  poflefs  in 
it,  and  alfo  to  thofe  which  he  would  himfelf 
poflefs  in  a  flrange  diocefe ;  that  he  fhould  be 
actuated  by  higher  motives  than  thofe  of  in^ 
tereft  and  convenience,  if  he  is  defirous  of  be- 
ing removed  to  another  fee  {eeej. 

(eee)  To  diaw  up  fonns  of  public  prayer  on  particular' 
occafions  falls  within  the  province  of  the  Bifliops.  In 
framing  then)^  care  fhould  be  taken  to  (hun  adulatiofi ; 
and  if  the  events  to  which  they  relate  are  of  a  political 
nature^  all  expreflions  ihould  be  avoided^  as  far  as  may 
be  found  pradiicable^  which  may  be  likely  to  wound  the 
confciences  of  Clergymen  who  are  to  ufe  them.  In  the 
time  of  the  American  war^  when  the  fentiments  of  the 
nation  were  fo  divided  refpe£Hng  the  juftice  of  the  con- 
teft,  it  is  probable  that  many  Clergymen  of  unqueftionable 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  Sovereign  entertained  fuch 
opinions^  or  at  leaft  fuch  doubts,  on  the  fubjefi,  as  to 
feel  great  fcruples  in  delivering  the  ftrong  language 
adopted  in  the  prayers  then  prefcribed. 

After 
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.  After  the  preceding  part  of  this  Chapter  was 
completed,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  in  confe- 
^uence  of  fome  peculiarities  in  the  fituation  of 
the  Irifti  Clergy  previoufly  known  to  mc,  and 
probably  of  others  with  which   I  was  unac- 
quainted, the  duties  incumbent  on  the  Mini- 
fters  of  the  Irifh  eftablilhment,  and  the  tempt- 
ations to  which  they  are  expofed,  might  fo  far 
differ  in  foiiie  refpeds  from  thofe  incident  to 
their  Englifli  brethren,  as  to  require  that  the 
diftinftion  fhouid  be  marked.    Under  this  im- 
preffion  I  had  recourfe  for  information  on  the 
'^bjedt  to  a  perfon  of  very  high  rank  and  emi- 
nence in  that  eftablifhment(^^),  who  met  my 
wMhes  in  the  kindeft  manner.     The  intelli- 
gence  contained  in  the  following  extradls  from 
his  communications  might  have  been  inter- 
woven, had  I  applied  for  it  fooner,  among  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  on  topics  al- 
ready  difcuffed.  But  theftate  of  the  Irifh  Clergy, 
as  different  from  that  of  the  Clergy  in  this 

{fff)  A  recent  and  fincercly  lamented  event  (I  write 
this  in  March  1800,)  leaves  me  at  lil^erty  to  add,  that  the 
excellent  perfon  in  queftion,  was  the  late  Primate,  Arch- 
bifhop  Newcome. 

I  o  kingdom. 
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kingdom,  will  manifeftljr  be  conveyed  to  the 
reader  in  a  much  more  perfpicuous  manner  by 
fetting  before  him  in  one  view  its  difcriminat- 
ing  features ;  than  it  would  have  been  by  pre- 
fenting  them  feparated  from  each  other,  and 
difperfed  amidft  a  variety  of  objects. 

*'  Principal  differences  between  the  Englifii 
"  and  the  Irifh  Clergy.     • 

1.  "In  the  province  of  Munfter  the  inha* 
**  bitants  are  fuppofed  to  be  one-third  of  the 
"  Eftablifhed  Church  ;  one-third  Proteftant 
Separatifts ;  and  one-third  Romanifts.  But 
the  Proteftant  Separatifts  are  more  hoftile  to 
"  the  Clergy  of  the  Eftablifhment  than  the 
"  Romanifts  are. 

*'  Hence  the  Clergy  have  frequent  contefts 
"  for  their  property ;  and  their  time  is  top 
*^  much  engroffed  by  attention  to  it# 

"  The  Clergy  of  Ireland  are  far  from  being 
"  exadlors  in  the  article  of  tithes.  Through- 
out the  kingdom  they  do  not  receive  a 
twentieth.  The  majority  of  Diffenters;  the 
*'  lawlefs  fpirit  of  the  people;  exorbitant  rents; 
**  non-refidencej  a  prevailing  fpirit  of  luke- 

"  warmnefs 
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**  xrariiinefs  in  religion  j  and  envy*  at  the  dpii- 
^'  lence  bf  the  Higher  ecclefiafiics,  are  among 
^\tlie  caiifes  Which  have  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  of* 
**  oppofition  to  our  parochial  Clergy; 

i.  "  Throughout  the  other  three  provinces 
^  the  majority  of  the  Romanifts  is  probably 
"  iti  the  proportion  of  four  to  one.  So  that 
*'  though  in  cities  and  towns  Proteftant  con- 
**  gregations  are  large ;  even  well-beneficecl 
**  Clergymen  in  the  country-imparts  have  often 
**  fuch  very  fmall  audiences,  that  their  esier-^ 
**  tioris  in  the  public  difcharge  of  their  duty  are 
*'  apt  to  be  too  little  invigorated. 

"  From  thefe  two  remarks  it  follows,  that 
*'  the  Clergy  of  the  church  of  Ireland  are 
"  particularly  obliged  to  acquaint  themfelveS 
"  with  the  reafonablenefs  of  conformity  to 
"  tKeir  own  church,  and  with  the  grounds  of 
"  the  Romifti  controverfy* 

ft 

3.  "  The  country-patts  of  Ireland  are  in- 

**  habited   in  a  different  manner  from  thofe 

**  in  England.    A  village  is  very  rarely  placed 

**  near  a  church ;  but  the  houfes,   or  rather 

VOL.  II.  I  "  cottager, 
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^*  cottages,  arc  thinly  fcattcrcd  over  the  whole 
**  parifh,  or  over  that  union  of  parifhcs  to 
which  one  church  belongs^ 
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4.  **  The  parifhes,  or  unions,  are  of  a  much 
**  greater  extent  than  in  England;  and  many 

^^  are  of  a  magnitude  incredible  to  Englifh- 

**  men. 

**  Hence,  and  from  the  fadJ:  mentioned  iff 
the  third  remark,  the  difficulty  of  intercourfc 
with  parifhioners  is  increafed;  and  in  coun- 
try-churches there  is  a  general  omiflion  of 
***  divine  fervice  in  the  afternoon.  Hence 
"  likewife  the  Clergy  fituated  in  the  country 
cannot  haVe  the  pleafure  and  advantage  of 
frequently  converfmg  with  each  other ;  or, 
**  at  leaft,  cannot  enjoy  fociety  among  them- 
**  felves  without  trouble  and  expence.  Hence 
"  too  the  property  of  the  Clergy  becomes  more 
"  open  to  oppreffionj  as  drawing  tithes  is 
*•  often  impradicable. 

"  The  occafion^l  duties  in  the  remote  parts 
"  of  large  country-parilhes  are  frequently  doae 
**  by  fome  of  the  Clergy  who  live  in  the  out- 

"  fkirts^ 
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^  ^Ikirts,  and  by  private  agreement  between 

**  the  parties.     There  is  a  fpeciai  ftatute  that  a 

**  chapel  of  eafe  may  be  eredted,  and  a  curate 

**  of  it  appointed,  with  the  confent  of  the  Dio- 

**  cefan  and  the  majority  of  the  parifliioners 

**  of  the  eftabliflied  church  who  do  not  dwell 

**  within  three  miles  of  the  parifli-church,  or 

"  within  two  miles  of  any  other  church  or 

"  chapel  of  the  eftalblifliment.  i  G.  II.  c.  22. 

5.  *^  Other  circumftances  unfavourable  to 
"  the  Irifli  parochial  Clergy  are,  the  general 
**  want  of  that  refpedtable  middle  clafs,  which 
"  prevails  fo  much  in  England,  and  which  is 
"  fo  well  adapted  to  their  ftation  and  difpo- 
"  fition :  the  inferior  cultivation  of  learning, 
"  and  of  the  arts,  throughout  this  kingdom  ; 
"  and  therefore  the  uncommonnefs  of  valu- 
"  able  books,  and  of  literary  converfation :  the 
neceflity  of  much  attention  to  men  of  rank 
and  property  for  protedion  from  injury,  in 
"  a  country  where  the  laws  are  feebly  exe- 
**  cuted  :  The  fources  of  expence  arifing  fron\ 
"  the  general  pronenefs  to  focial  and  convivial 
**  life  among  thofe  with  whom  the  Clergy  can 
"  live ;  and  from  a  numerous  pQor,  who  have 
"  no  legal  proyifion. 

I  2  **  Wc 
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*•  \Vc  have  no  poor  laws  in  this  country. 
Every  Sunday  a  colleAion  is  made  from  the 
**  whole  congregation,  as  with  you  from  com* 
municants;  and  the  money  is  given  to  a  lift 
of  poor,  agreed  on  by  the  Minifter  and 
Church-wardens.  Thefe  poor  areparilhioners 
"  of  the  eflablifhment.  The  number  of  our 
**  rich  abfentecs  muft  greatly  leflen  public  and 
"  private  contributions  for  the  poor.  In  par- 
ticular cafes  our  Clergy  recommend,  and 
the  rich  give,  in  proportion  to  the  dif- 
trefs ;  without  regard  to  religious  denomi* 
**  nations. 

6.  •*  Great  numbers  of  country-parifhes 
"  are  without  churches,  notwithftanding  the 
**  largenefs  and  frequency  of  parliamentary 
^'  grants  for  building  them.  But  obflacles 
"  arife  from  inability  to  procure  convenient 
**  iituations,  where  thofe  of  ruined  churches 
•*  are  become  inconvenient ;  and  from  the 
**  want  of  proper  workmen  and  fuperin- 
"  tendents.'* 

"  Meeting-houfes  and  Romifli  chapels, 
"  which  are  more  humble  ftrudlures,  and 
"  are  built  and  repaired  with  greater  zeal,  are 

**  in 
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**  in  fuflScient  numbers  about  the  country ; 
"  and  afford  their  refpe<SHve  congregations 
"  convenient  opportunities  of  frequenting 
"  them.  Objeftions  however  to  building 
"  churches  equally  (imple  are  not  among  the 
*'  obftacles  to  an  increafe  of  their  number.  A 
"  country-church  is  fcarcely  feen  with  a  tower 
"  or  fpire.  The  eftated  gentlemen  themfelves 
**  fhew  a  great  indifference  about  the  erection 
**  of  churches. 

**  In  parifhes  which  have  no  church,  that 
"  is,  are  non-cures,  there  is  very  rarely  a  par- 
*'  fonage-houfe,  or  refidence  ;  ^^hich  ferious 
"  men  efteem  a  great  defedl.  Nor  is  there  a 
**  Curate  in  fuch  parifhes ;  but  the  DIocefan 
"  allots  to  fome    neighbouring    Clergyman, 

"  moft  conveniently  fituated,  a  certain  flipend 
**  for  performing  the  bccafional  duties.  Mar- 
^*  riages  are  too  often  allowed  in  private 
"  houfes :  but  wh^i  the  Ordinary  forbids  this 
"  practice,  the  parties  fometimes  refort  to  the 
**  ruins  of  the  parifh-church. 

7.  **  Few  Country-Clergymen  have  parfon- 
"  age-houfes.     Building,  though  by  la^  the 

I  3  "  whole 
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^^  whole  firft  expence,  not  exceeding  the  in* 
come  of  two  years,  is  repaid  to  the  builder 
or  his  heirs  within  three  years  after  a  va- 

••  cancy  by  the  fucceflbr  (in  each  of  the  three 
following  fucceflions  one  fourth  of  the  ori» 
ginal  fum  is  leflened,  until  the  whole  is 
funk)  i  and  though  theTruftees  of  the  Board 

**  of  Firft-fruits  allow  by  law  one  hundred 
**  pounds  to  every  builder  of  a  glebe-houfe ; 
**  is  too  heavy  a  burthen  for  the  generality  of 
the  Clergy.  The  builder  muft  advance  the 
money,  or  borrow  it  on  his  own  fecurity. 
**  The  unfkilfulnefs  and  diflionefty  of  work- 
**  men  deter  perfons,  who  muft  in  general  be 
**  unacquainted  with  fuch  matters.  And  it  is 
**  difficult  to  procure  land  for  a  proper  fitua* 
tion ;  and  for  fuch  a  farm,  or  glebe,  as  is  ne* 
ceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  a  Clergyman 
often  placed  at  a  great  diftance  from  markets, 
and  unable  to  purchafe  the  common  conve* 
**  niences  of  life. 

*'  The  prefent  as  well  as  the  preceding  re- 
"  mark  (hews  that  the  members  of  the  Efta* 
*'  blifhment  will  probably  decfeafe  in  parifhes 
*^  fo  circumflanced ;  and  that  the  fubilitutioa 

"of 
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<'  of  Curates  in  fuch  places  is  likely  to  be  too 
<^  frequeat.  The  falaries  of  Curates  cannot  be 
*^  more  than  fifty  pounds  a  year ;  and  are 
^  fcarcely  ever  lefs. 

H 

8.  ^^TheArchbifliops  and  Bifliopsvifit  their 
"  own  diocefes  yearly.  And  the  Archbifliops 
*!  vifit  the  diocefes  of  their  rcfpedtive  provinces 
"  every  third  year. 

"  I  remember  to  have  read  that  Laud  vi- 
"  fited  the  province  of  Canterbury;  which  is 
"  the  laft  Englifh  archiepifcopal  vifitation.  We 
"  have  fuch  vifiitations  regularly  every  third 
**  year.  The  Bifliops  throughout  the  pro- 
•*  vince  are  inhibited  for  about  a  month  before 
"  the  time;  and  the  inhibition  is  ufually  relax- 
M  cd  jaftcr  the  vifitation  of  each  diocefe.  The 
**  Archbifhop  at  the  time  is  vefted  with  all  the 
**  canonical  powers  of  the  vifiting  Bifhop.  If 
"  he  difcovers  any  thing  amifs  in  the  diocefe, 
"  he  may  reprefent  it  to  the  Bifliop.  Should 
**  the  Bifhop's  own  houfe  be  dilapidated,  he 
**  can  compel  him  to  repair  it.  Our  Chan- 
"  cellors  and  Archdeacons,  as  fuch,  never  vilit. 

I  4  ''  But 
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"  But  the  BilTiops  vifit  every  year ;  and  in  the 
**  third  year  they  vifit  previoiifly  to  the  Aich- 
"  bifhop's  vifuation,  in  order  to  prepare  mat- 
**  ters  for  his  Grace's  eafe  and  fatisfadiion, 
"  Vifiting  is  no  great  burthen  to  the  Arch* 
biftiop.  He  receives  the  proxies  ;  he  con- 
tinues as  long  as  he  choofes  at  every  Biihop's 
"  houfe ;  and,  like  the  Biihops,  he  vifits  at 
**  one  place  only  in  a  diocefe,  the  Clergy 
**  cominc;  from  confiderablc  diftances  to  attend 
"  vihtations.  \Yhile  a  Bilhopis  inhibited,  if 
**  one  of  his  Clergy  wants  inftitution  to  a 
"  benefice,  application  muft  be  made  to  the 
"  Archbiihop. 

"  The  weight  of  the  Prelates,  who  in  gene- 
*^  ral  have  good  Icafes  holden  under  them,  and 
**  large  patronages,  is  very  ufeful  to  the  Clergy 
"  in  procuring  them  glebes,  and  protcifling 
**  their  property.  The  kingdom  would  foon 
*^  emerj^e  from  many  of  the  inconveniences 
"  which  have  been  liated,  if  the  rcadincfs  of 
*^  the  hmded  gentlemen  to  fell,  at  their  ex- 
'*  tended  value,  moderate  portions  of  land  for 
''  glebes  equalled  the  endeavours  of  the  Pre- 

"  lates 
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^  lates  to  obtain  proper  places  of  refidence  for 
*^  their  Clergy,  We  have  one  power  un- 
"  known  to  you ;  that  of  being  able  to  fequeC* 
**  ter  the  income  of  a  living  for  the  purpofe 
"  of  building  a  houfe,  where  there  is  a  glebe, 
^  and  after  pofleflion  for  two  years.  In  other 
^*  refpeSs  the  powers  of  the  Englifli  and  Irifb 
**  Prelates  arc  the  fame. 

9*  "  In  fome  matters  we  have  the  advan-r 
^*  tage  over  your  church.  The  form  of  conge 
^  (Tellre  is  abolished ;  our  Prelates  being  ap- 
"  pointed  by  royal  patent.  Bonds  of  refigna- 
^•'tion  are  declared  fimoniacal  by  our  thirty- 
^*  fifth  canon.  A  Dublin  fynod  of  the  year 
^*  1711  appointed  good  forms  of  prayer  for 
^*  prifoners,  confined  debtors,  and  criminals 
"  under  fentence  of  death.  Our  congrega^ 
"  tions  univerfally  ufe  Brady's  and  Tate's  ver- 
^*  (ion  of  the  Pfahns. 

^*  The  following  calculations  are  taken  from 
^  a  memoir  to  an  ccclefiaftical  map  of  Ireland 
"  by  Dr.  Beaufort.  The  map  itfelf  is  divided 
**  according  to  the  diocefes ;  and  fhews  the 

"  churches. 
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churches,  glebes,  parfonagc-houfes,  &c,  &c» 
by  proper  marks. 

"  In  Ireland  there  arc  parities     -  ^43^ 

*'  Benefices  with  cure  of  fouls       -  naj 
"  Sinecures,  cxclufivc  of  the  above 

**  benefices            -         -         •  1 1 1 

"  Churches                 -         .         •  looi 

*'  Glebe  hcufcs           -         -         -  ^j^ 

"  Benefices  without  glebes           -  366 


"  The  finecures  above  mentioned  include 
deaneries  and  prebends.  But  very  many  of 
our  deaneries  and  prebends  are  cures  of  fouls* 
A  few  are  finecures,  like  yours,  arifing  from 
"  eftates  j  or  they  are  endowed  with  two 
**  thirds  of  the  great  tithes  in  fome  pariih^ 
"  where  the  vicar  has  the  remaining  third  for 
"  ferving  the  cure. 
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"  As  the  benefices  in  this  country  are  in 
general  very  good,  it  has  long  been  the 
"  pradice  of  our  Billiops,  and  about  ten  years 
"  ago  it  was  their  formal  agreement,  not  to 
"  ordain  any  but  graduates  of  the  three  uni- 

"  verfities« 
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"  verfities*  But  I  queftion  whether,  in  the 
"  courfe  of  many  years,  our  college  could 
**  have  fupplied  a  fingle  man  fo  well  acquainted 
"  with  the  Irifti  language  and  pronunciation 

•*  as  to  be  capable  of  ufmg  it  in  the  pulpit. 
**  And,  fuppofing  that  a  Proteftiant  Clergyman 
"  poflefled  this  faculty,  it  is  probable  that  nine 
"  parts  in  ten  of  his  congregation  would  not 
"  underftand  him.  I  muft  add,  that  by  far 
*'  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  fpeak  Irifli 
*'  have  at  the  fame  time  a  knowledge  of 
"  Englifh,  Still,  many  of  the  natives  fpeak 
*•  no '  language  but  their  own  :  and  it  is  pro*" 
*•  bable  that  all  who  can  ufe  it,  have  a  prcdi- 
**'  Icftion  for  it.  Upon  this  account,  I  have 
always  been  an  advocate  for  difleminating 
the  fcriptures,  and  ufeful  tracts,  in  the 
language  of  the  country.  Not  many  years 
**  ago,  General  Vallancey,  a  well  known  An- 
*•  tiquarian  and  Linguift  among  us,  propofed 
**  to  reprint  the  Irifli  tranflation  of  the  New 
*'  Teftament,  formerly  executed  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  famous  Biftiop  Bedell.  I 
fupported  the  meafure  by  arguments,  and 

by  the  offer  of  a  liberal  fubfcription.  But 
**  ecclefiaftics  of  the  firft  rank  oppofed  and 
**  over-ruled  it.     Very  lately  a  Fellow  of  the 

**  College 
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"  College  cOnfulted  me  on  the  expediency  of 
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publifhinginlriQijSt.Luke'sGofpelandAifls^ 
"  of  the  Apoftles.  I  have  given  him  all  the  cn- 
"  coiiragement  in  my  power.  No  doubt,  if  Pro- 
"  teftant  Clergymen,  capable  of  converfing  in 
"  Irifh,  could  be  planted  in  the  remote  parts 
"  of  thisifiand,  much  benefit  might  arifefrom 
*'  their  converfation  with  the  lower  people* 
"  And  I  confiJer  this  as  one  argument  for 
"  the  plan  of  our  late  ftarelVnan  Mr.  Flood, 
who,  in  a  will  fuperfeded  by  law,  left  an 
ample  fum  for  the  purchafe  of  Irilh  manu- 
fcripts  and  bocks,  and  for  endowing  an 
Irilli  profeflbrihip  in  the  univerfity  of 
**  Dublin/' 

The  perfpicuity  of  the  preceding  ftatement 
of  fact?,  evidently  reiVlting  from  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  fubie(!l,  and  the  pertinent 
oblervations  interfpcrfeJ  throui:hout  that  ftate- 
ment, leave  me  little  opportunity  of  fubjoining 
further  relledions  on  the  peculiar  duties  of 
t'le  Irirti  Clergy,  and  the  iailings  to  which 
from  their  fituation  thev  arc  particularlv  ex- 
pofed.  The  diiuculties  which  they  have  to 
encounter  confrirc  to  inculcate  one  important 
Icllon  ;  namCiV,  the  nccefiity  of  proportionate 

exertions 
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exertions  in  fulfilling  the  duties  oT  their  pro- 
feffion,  united  to  the  efFedt  of  an  exemplary 
life,  to  overcome  popular  prejudice  ;  to  fecure 
general  refpedt  and  efteem  ;  to  preferve  their 
parishioners  from  being  led  aftray  by  errone- 
ous opinions;  and  to  difFufe  more  widely  the 
influence  of  the  genuine  dodirines  of  the  Gof- 
pel.     Such  of  the  Clergy  as  hold  livings  where 
there  are  no  churches  (which  feem  to  have  ob- 
tained or  ^to  deferve  the  appellation  of  non- 
cures  from  the  circumftance  of  no  care  being 
taken  of  them)  will  do  well  ferioufly  to  confi- 
der,  whether  they  can  ftand  juftificd  to  their 
own  confciences  in  receiving  the  wages  of  a 
fervice  which  they  do  not  perform,  and  fufFer- 
ing  their  parifhes  to  remain  deftitute  of  cleri- 
cal inftrudlion  and  public  worfhip.     Though 
no  church  be  (landing,  yet  in  common  cafes 
it  is  fcarccly  poffible  but  that  a  Clergyman 
refiding  in  the  parifh  would  be  able  regularly 
to  colled:  a  congregation  in  fome  edifice  or 
other.     And  fuch  an  example  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expected  to  excite  a  degree  of  religious 
carneftnefs  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  land- 
owners; and  to  operate  in  difpofing  them  to 
furnifh,  on  proper  terms,  ground  fufficient  for 

tlie 
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tke  ereftion  of  a  church,  if  the  anticnt  fitc  is 
become  inconvenient,  and  for  the  ufes  of  a 
glebe-houfe.  The  "  general  pronenefsto  focial 
*'  and  convivial  life"  among  thofe  to  whofe  fo- 
ciety  the  Irilh  Clergy  are  naturally  led,  is  a 
circumftance  greatly  to  be  lamented.     And 
peculiar  circumfpedtion  is  requifite  on  the  part 
of  each  individual    Minifter,  to  guard   him 
againft  the  temptations  perpetually  refulting 
from  fuch  a  propenfity  in  his  aflbciates ;   and 
from   countenancing  by  his  prefence  fcenes 
polluted  by  drunkennefs  and  its  attendant  im- 
moralities.    His  voice  ought  to  be  raifed,  in 
the  pulpit  and  out  of  it,  againft  the  prevailing 
vices  ;  and  it  will  not  always  be  raifed  in  vain. 
Were  the  Irifh  Prelates  to  add  to  their  lauda^ 
ble  pradlice  of  vifiting  their  diocefes  yearly, 
that  of  viiiting  in  more  places  than  one  in  a 
diocefe,  if  no  legal  or  other  real  obftacle  exifts; 
it  might  contribute  greatly  to  their  gaining  an 
accurate  infight  into  the  charafters  and  con- 
duvH:  of  their  Clergy.     Their  exertions  too  in 
Parliament  might  probably  be  well  employed, 
in  bringing  forward  legal  provifions  for  facili- 
tating  the  eredlion  of  glebe- houfes  and  churches. 
The  extreme  deficiency  of  thofe  ftruftures 

2  flrikes 
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ftrikes  at  the  root  not  only  of  the  eftablifhed 
religion^  but  of  proteftantifm. 

The  late  Bifhop  of  Cloy ne,  Dr.  Woodward, 
in  a  charge  delivered  in  the  year  1793,  not 
long  before  his  death,  flrongly  inculcates  on 
the  Proteftant  Clergy  of  Ireland  the  duty  of 
cultivating  a  friendly  and  benevolent  inter- 
courfe  with  their  neighbours  of  the  Romifh 
perfiiaOon,  whether  of  the  Clergy  or  of  the 
Laity  j  and  of  exhorting  their  refpedtive 
hearers  to  cherifh  the  fame  difpofition,  and  to 
meet  their  Catholic  brethren  in  the  various  fitu-  . 
ations  recently  opened  to  them  by  law  with 
unfeigned  cordiality,  and  an  oblivion  of  paft 
contentions  and  animofities.  From  a  Pre- 
late who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  oppof- 
ing  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  thefe  very 
feafonable  admoaitions  come  with  peculiar 
propriety;  and  they  do  honour  to  their 
author. 

*         / 

A  fpirit  of  Chriftian  charity  ought  equally 
to  be  manifefted  towards  the  Proteftant  Dif- 
fenters,  notwithftanding  their' greater  hoftility 
to  the  Clergy  of  the  eftablifliment. 

The 
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The  peculiarities  in  the  fituation  of  a  MinU 

_  _  m 

fler  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which  fubjedi 
him  to  duties  and  temptations  in  fome  refpedls 
different  from  thofe  of  the  Englilh  parochial 
Clergy,  chiefly  arife  from  the  difference  be- 
tween the  forms  of  {gjj)  church  government 
refpedlivcly  eftabliihcd  in  the  two  countries^ 
He  is  ncceOarily  a  member  of  the  Court  of 
Church-Seiricn  of  the  parifti;   a  Court  confift- 
ine:  of  the  Minlfter  and  the  Lav  Elders,  and 
appointed  to  infpecl  the  morals  of  the  parifli- 
ioners,  and  to  manage  the  funds  appropriated 
for  the   maintenance  of  the  poor  j  and  em-» 
powered   to   inflicl   on  perlons  conviikcd  of 
immoral  ccnvlwct  eccleliaiVieal  cenfures,  evea 
to  excommunication.     He  is  allb  neceflarily  a 
member  of  the  Preibvterv  ;  a  Court  which  is 
comrofeJ  of  the  Minifiers  within  the  diftri£t« 
and  of  one  Lav  Elder  frciu  each  Church-Scf- 
lion,  and  commcnlv  auembles  everv  month  s 
and  mav  aviionrn  itlelf  to  anv  place  within  the 
diitrlviljand  to  anv  time  which  it  thinks  proper. 
In  this  capacitv  he  reviews  the  proceedings 

(^e*^  5ee  an  inilvucilve  appciuilx  *^  concerning  the 
U  Conftitutioii  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,"  fubjoined  10 
^ennant's  Tour  in  Scs>:l;;rJ,  ^to,  vol.  iii.  p,  369. 

of 
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ofChurch-SefGonSj.and  decides  on  references 
and  appeals  from  the  inferior  Courts  within  the 
t^relbytefy ;  examines  candidates  for  the  mini- 
ftry,  and  licenfes  fuch  of  them  to  preach  as  I^e 
deems  qualified  ;  vifits  the  fevetal  cures  with-* 
in  the  diftridt,  and  enquires  clofely  into  the 
condudt  of  the  incumbents ;  fits  as  judge  on 
charges  of  herefy  or  immoral  practices  brought 
againft  any  other  member  of  the  prefbytery  ; 
and  by  his  fentence  may  fufpend  him  from  the 
exercife  of  his  functions,  or  even  deprive  him 
of  his  benefice,  or  depofe  him  from  the  cle- 
rical office.  As  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Synod,  a  Court  which  confifts  of  the  feveral 
Prefbyteries  within  the  province,  and  of  an 
£lder  from  each  Church-Seffion,  and  ufually 
meets  twice  in  a  year ;  he  reviews  the  pro-* 
ceedings  of  Prefbyteries,  and  decides  on  ap- 
pealS)  references,  and  complaints  brought  from 
Inferior  Courts;  and  has  the  power  of  cenfur- 
ing  Prefbyteries,  if  they  fhould  be  remifs  in 
the  difcharge  of  their  duty.  As  a  member  of 
the  General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, which  meets  yearly,  and  is  compofed  of 
Minifters  and  Elders  annually  chofen  from 
each  prefbytery,  and  of  Elders  fent  from 
VOL.  It.  K  each 
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each  royal  burgh  and  univerfity ;  he  bears  a 
part  in  making  laws  and  canons  concerning 
the  dilcipline  and  government  of  the  churchy 
and  the  public  fervice  of  religion ;  in  deter- 
mining controverted  eledlions,  and  appoint- 
ments of  Minifters ;  and  in  pronouncing  a  de- 
finitive fentence  on  all  references  and  appeals 
from  other  eccleiiaftical  tribunals.  The  duties 
and  temptations  attached  to  the  pofleffion  of 
thefe  powers  are  fufEciently  obvious ;  and 
many  of  the  remarks  already  made  in  this 
chapter,  efpecially  fomc  of  thofe  under  the 
head  of  Bilhops,  may  eafily  be  transferred  to 
them,  I'he  total  abicnce  of  non-refidence  and 
of  pkualities  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  and 
the  annual  examination  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parilh  by  its  Minifter,  are  circumftances 
highly  advantageous  to  religion  [bbb). 

(^!'/^}  Mr.  rcnnant,  who  bears  teftimony  to  the  very  ex- 
emplary coiuluc'^  of  the  Scotch  Clergy  in  general  (Tour  in 
Scotland,  4 to.  \x)l,  i.  p.  1 730>  fpeaking  of  the  new  church 
at  Glalgow  ^ib.  p.  254.),  makes  the  following  remark:  **  It 
*'  is  one  of  tlie  v^ry  few  exceptions  to  t:ie  flovenly  and  in» 
"  decent  manner  in  which  Prelbytery  keeps  the  hou(es  of 
•*  God. — A  place  of  worlhip  comm  ^nly  neat  was  deemed 

*^  to  favour  of  Popery;  but  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  that 
•*  extreme  they  ran  into  another :  for  in  n.a'ny  parts  tH 

**  Scotland 
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^  Scbdahd  our  Lord  feems  ftill  to  be  worfhipped  in  a  ftable^ 
"  and  often  in  a  very  wretched  onei  Many  of  the  churches 
'  ^  zte  thatched  with  heath;  and  in  fome  places  ate  in  fiich 
**  bad  irepair,  as  to  be  half  open  at  the  top."  In  every 
pariih  to  which  th^e  charges  (till  remain  applicable,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Clergyman,  both  in  his  capacity  as  Mini- 
fter  of  the  place^  and  as  a  Member  of  the  Church  Seflion 
%nd  of  the  higher  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  to  exert  himfelf  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power  for  the  remedy  of  the  evil. 

The  care  of  the  LegiilatUre,  and  perhaps  its  bounty, 
might  apparently  be  well  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
curing the  eref^ion  of  churches  in  fome  of  the  remote 
parts  of  Scotland.  See  Pennant's  Tour,  vol.  ii.  p.  3t4: 
^^  Here  ate  only  the  ruins  of  a  chutch  in  this  ifland^ 
«  &c.  &c.'* 
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CHAP.    XIL 

ON   THE   DUTIES    OF  PHYSICIANS  {a)^ 

1  HE  medical  profeffion  enjoys  in  Great 
Britain  that  degree  of  eftimation  and  credit, 
which  a  fcience,  conferring  on  mankind  the 
greateft  of  all  comforts  except  thofe  of  reli- 
gion, juftly  deferves.  Hence  phyficians  -in 
this  kingdom  are  almoft  invariably  men  of  li- 
beral education  and  cultivated  minds.  Hence 
too  the  art  of  medicine  is  carried  among  U9 
to  a  fingular  height  of  excellence.  In  Spain, 
Phyficians,  unlefs  the  cafe  be  recently  altered, 
are  apparently  not  refpedlcd  much  more  than 

{a)  In  feme  parts  of  this  clnptcr  I  am  indebted  for 
fcvcral  iniport,int  hints*  to  Dr.  Gregory's  Preliminary 
Lecture  ou  the  dutieu  and  ofRces  of  a  Phvfician :  and 
for  others  to  tlic  firrt  part  of  a  trentifc  intitled  "  Medical 
**  Juriiprudence,  or  a  Qule  of  Ethics  and  Inftitutes  adapted 
•^  to  the  rrofelEons  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery,"  bv  my  ex- 
cellent friend  Dr.  Pcrcival  of  Manehefter ;  which,  as 
far  as  it  was  tlien  compofed,  was  communicated  to  mc  by 
hmi  in  tlie  kindeil  manner. 

farriers 
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farriers  are  in  England.     "  In  point  of  ho- 

.  **  nour/*  fays  a  modern  {b)  traveller  through  . 

the  former  country, "  no  clafs  of  citizens  meets 

^  with  lefs  refpeflt  than  the  Phyficians."  We 

arc  therefore  not  furprifed  to  find  the  fame 

author  obferving  in  another  (r)  place  that "  the 

^*  fcience  and  pradlice  of  medicine  are  at  the 

^*  lowefl:  ebb  in  Spain.'*— •"  The  emoluments 

**  of  the  Spanifh  Phyfiician  are  as  low  as  the 

^*  rank  in  which  he  is  held;     Even   in  the 

**  pr^fent  day  (//)  the  fee  of  the  Phyficiaii  is 

^  two-pence  from  the  tradefman,  ten-pence 

'  ^  from  the  man  of  fafhion,  and  nothing  from 

*^  the  poor.      Some  of  the   nohle   families 

.  **  agree  with  a  phyfician  by  the  year,  pay- 

♦*'ing  him   annually    four-fcore   reals,    that 

(i)  Towhfend's  Journey  through  Spain,  2A  edit.  vol.  iii. 
p.  2^2  \  where  the  writer  prbceeds  to  inform  us,  that 
all  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  are  obliged  to  fwear,  before 
they  enter  into  their  profeflion,  that  they  will  defend 
the  doctrine  of  the  Virgin  Mary  having  been  born  with* 
out  any  taint  of  original  fin.  This  obligation  is  the  more 
ftrangely  abfurd,  becaufe  the  truth  of  the  doftrine  in 
queftion  is  ftrongly  contefte4  even  among  the  Catholics 
themfelves. 

(r)  Vd.ii.  p.  37. 
(d)  Jd.  vqI.  iii.  p.  282. 
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"  is  fixtccn  fhillings,  for  his  attendance  on 
**  them  and  their  families.'* — "  Of  three- 
**  fcore  Phyficiaas  [f)  fettled  at  Barcelona,  the 

**  two 

(^)  Townfend*s  Journey  through  Spain,  2d  edit.  voL  iii. 
p.  340.  The  irrational  interference  of  the  Spanifti  Govern- 
ment in  medical  prafticc  tends  equally  to  dcprefs  the 
fcience  and  its  profeffors.  We  learn  from  the  writer 
already  quoted,  that  in  the  year  17  841  and  agala  in  the 
fubfequent  year,  a  putrid  fever  raging  in  fome  of  the  piQ- 
vinccs,  the  Court  iffued  an  order  to  the  PhyficianSj  for- 
bidding them  to  adminifter  any  medicine  to  the  fick  except 
Don  Jofeph  Mafdcvars  opiate.  The  Phylicians  ftron^ 
remonllratcd  againil  the  order  j  but  were  informed  cx^ 
prefsly  from  the  King,  that  his  Majefty  would  have  it  fo; 
and  that,  In  cafe  of  difobediencc,  the  priibn  doors  flood 
open  to  receive  them.  At  Barcelona  the  Pliyficians,  highly 
to  their  honour,  were  firm;  and  the  Coiut  let  the  mal* 
ter  drop.  At  Carthageria  they  were  intimidated ;  and 
not  only  confcntcd  to  prefcribe  the  opiate  in  all  cafes,  but 
meanly  figned  a  certificate  teftifvinjr  that  no  medicine 
was  fo  eiTicacious  as  the  royal  prefcription.  The  people  ef 
the  city  however  were  not  fo  fubmiflive ;  and  conceiving 
that  the  application  of  Dr.  Mafdeval's  fpecific  to  every 
kind  of  difeafc  left  them  a  worf<f  chance  of  life  than  truft* 
ing  to  the  unaided  operations  of  nature,  abfolutely  rc- 
fufcd  to  fend  for  any  medical  aiTillance.  The  Courts 
hearing  that  the  Phylicians  were  likely  to  be  (larved,  at 
length  agreed  to  a  compromifc  5  leaving  them  at  liberty 
to  follow  their  juagement  in  prcfcribing  for  the  citizens 
at  large^  but  compelling  them  to  adminiiler  the  opiate 


u 


ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS.      135 

^  two  already  named  are  moft   diftinguifli* 
'*  ed,  and  have  the  moft  extenfive  pradice. 
**  One  of  them  favoured  me  with  a  fight  of 
**  his  lift.     He  had  vifited  more  than  forty 
"  patients  in  the  morning,  and  he  vvas  to  fee 
^*  as  many  before  he  went  to  bed.     Among 
**  -theie  were  many  merchants,  manufafturers, 
*•  and  oiHcers  j  yet  he  did  not  expeft  to  re- 
"  ceive  a  hundred  reals,  that  is  twenty  {hil- 
lings, for  the  whole  praftice  of  the  day/*  In 
Great  Britain,  though  the  Medical  Profeflion 
does  not  poffefs  fo  many  fpleudid  prizes  as  the 
Church  and  the  Bar;  and   on  that  account 
perhaps  is  rarely  if  ever  purfued  by  young 
men  of  noble  families ;  it  is  by  no  means 
barren  of  honours  and  attractions :    it  open,s 
the  way  to  reputation  and  wealth  ;  and  raifes 
the  Phyfieian  to  a  level,  in   the  intercourfe 
of  common  life,  with  the  higheft  claffes  of 
fociety. 

The  method  purfued  in  this  chapter  will  be 
the  following. 

?nd  that  remedy  alone,  to  all  the  patients  in  thi?  Royal 
fiofpital.  See  Townfcnd's  Journey,  vol.  iii.  p.  137^  1.42. 
and  341. 
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The  duties  incumbent  on  the  Medical  Stu* 
dent  during  the  courfe  of  his  preparatory  pup« 
fuits,  will  be  confidercd  in  the  firft  place* 

In  the  fecond  place  will  be  ftated  fome  ob* 
fervations  referring  to  the  peculiar  fituatioa 
of  a  Phyfician,  when  he  commences  the  ex-* 
crcife  of  his  profefiion. 

The  third  head  will  be  allotted  to  the  gene« 
ral  duties  of  the  Phyfician  in  adlual  pradice; 
Under  this  defcription  is  implied  the  conduct 
which  he  ought  to  adopt  towards  his  patient8| 
their  families  and  friends ;  towards  other  Phy- 
(icians ;  and  towards  perfons  who  occupy  the 
inferior  departments  of  the  medical  profeflion. 

Under  the  fourth  head  will  be  noticed  the 
collateral  ftudies  and  purfuits,  to  which  his  lei«> 
fure  may  with  peculiar  propriety  be  devoted. 

I.  The  primary  objeft  ever  to  be  held  ia 
view  by  the  youth  deftined  for  the  pradlice 
of  phyfic,  is  to  render  himfelf  capable  of  fulv 
filling  the  duties  of  his  profeffion  by  the  at- 
tainment of  the  knowledge  necefiary  for  that 

purpofe. 
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purpofe.     The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  is  the 
choice  of  the  place  where  his  medical  educa- 
tion is  to  be  carried  on.     This   is  a  point 
which  frequently  is  fettled  by  the  parents  and 
relations  of  the  young  man  j  without  much 
attention  being  paid  to  his  opinion  in  a  matter 
of  which  he. cannot  be  fuppofed  a  very  com-* 
petent  judge.     In  many  cafes,  however,  his 
wifhes  will  have  confiderable  weight.     And 
'  whatever  weight  they  may  poflefs  he  is  bound 
to  throw  into  that  fcale,  the  preponderance  of 
which  he  deems  moft  likely  to  Contribute  to 
his  improvement.     Let  him  not  prefer  Lon- 
don to  Edinburgh,  or  Leyden  to  Goettingen, 
merely  becaufe  he  thinks  the  one  place  more 
Calhionable  than  the  other  j    or  merely  that 
he  may  continue  to  enjoy  the  fociety  of  fome 
friend,  with  whom  he  has  contracted  an  inti- 
xnacy  at  fchool  or  at  college.     Let  him  facri- 
fice  inferior  views  and  perfonal  gratifications 
to  the  profpea  of  greater  proficiency  in  medi- 
^  fcience. 

It  is  obvious,  that  no  efFedual  infight  into 
;i  fcience  fo  complicated,  and  in  many  refpeda 
fo  abflrufe^  can  be  acquired  withQUt  induftrious 

and 
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and  regular  application.     Diligent  attendance 
therefore  on  the  different  public  lectures  dc- 
}i\^red  by  the  ProfelTors ;  as  well  as  on  the 
hofpitals  where  the  principles  ftated  in  thofe 
leftures  are  reduced  to  pradlice,  and  exemplified 
in  the  explanation  of  cafes,  and  in  the  feveral 
methods  of  treating  patients  labouring  under 
dificrent  difeafes,  or  under  different  modifi* 
cations  of  the  fame  difeafe,  and  varying  from 
each  other  in  fex,  in  age,  and  in  conflitutiont 
is  indifpenfably  requiiite.     To  thefe  fources 
of  improvement  the  Student  muft  not  neglect 
to  add  private  reading  and  refiedlion  ;  nor  the 
ufeful  cuftom  of  noting  down  interefting  parti« 
culars  to  which  it  may  be  highly  advantageous 
to  refer  on  future  occalions,  more  efpecially 
thofe  important  fa£ls  which  are  to  be  learned 
at  clinical  leftures ;  nor  the  habit  of  examin- 
ing himfelf  daily  in  the  aequifitions  of  the 
preceding  day,  that  he  may  fix  upon  his  me- 
mory what  he  has  learned ;  may  become  coa- 
fcious  of  what  he  has  forgotten  ;  and  may  en- 
able himfelf  to  reconcile  difficulties  or  feeming 
inconfiftencies  by  further  confideration,  or  by 
referring  them  to  fome  intelligent  and  expe- 
jienced  friend.   While  he  applies  himfelf  prin- 
cipally 
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cipally  to  the  theory  and  pradtice  of  phyfic, 
to.  anatomy,  and  other  branches  of  medical 
knowledge,  which  are  confefledly  foremoft  in 
point   of  importance ;  let  him  not  omit  to 
obtain  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles 
of  furgery,  and  with  the  varied  appearances  of 
wounds  and  other  furgical  cafes,  as  may  fully 
enable  him  to  form  a  proper  judgement,  when 
hereafter    he    fhall    meet    Surgeons  in   con- 
faltation   refpefting   patients   requiring  both 
phyfical  and  furgical  aid:  nor  refufe  to  bcftow 
fi  due  fliare  of  his  time  on  other  collateral  pur- 
fiiits   and  acquifitions,  as  chemiftry,  botany, 
and  natural  philofophy;  which,  though  in- 
ferior in   confequence  to  thofe  .already  men- 
tioned, have  a  clofe  connexion  with  the  heal- 
ing art,  and  very  frequently  prove  the  founda- 
tion of  its  fuGcefs,     Chemiftry  however  mu|l: 
be    deemed    a  fundamental  part  of  medical 
knowledge  ;  fmce  the  Phyfician,  if  devoid  of 
a  competent  acquaintance  with  pharmaceutical 
chemiftry,  would  be  liable  to  unite  in  the  fame 
prefcription  medicines  which  would  form  com- 
binations altogether  unexpeded  by  him,  and 
totally  different  in  quality  from   the  remedy 
4efigned»     But  the  peculiar  objed  of  the  Stu- 
dent 
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dent  is  not  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  as  a  chemift^ 
as  a  botanift,  or  as  a  natural  philofopher.  Let 
him  not  then  indulge  an  immoderate  fond* 
nefs  for  thefe  alluring  but  fubordinate  fciences. 
.  Of  their  leading  principles  and  diftinguiihing 
features  let  him  render  himfelf  mailer ;  but  let 
him  not  prematurely  expatiate  in  that  bound* 
Icfs  field  of  inquiry  which  even  fingly  they 
prefenty  and  conceive  that  he  is  making  a  rapid 
progrefs  in  medicine.  Hereafter,  when  ho 
fhall  be  grounded  and  eftablifhed  in  his  pro** 
fcflion,  a  portion  of  his  leifure  will  be  ufefully 
and  laudably  devoted  to  a  deeper  ftudy  of  the 
various  works  of  God,  of  the  laws  to  which 
they  are  fubjeft,  and  of  the  properties  which 
they  poffefs* 

The  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  with  which  the  medical  Student 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  rendered  fami- 
liar by  a  claflical  education,  ought  to  be  pre^ 

ferved  at  leaft,  if  not  improved,  during  his 
purfuit  of  profefTional  attainments.  An  ac- 
quaintance with  both  thofe  tongues  is  requi- 
fite  for  underftanding  the  antient  writers  on 
the  art  of  medicine  :  and  valuable  treatifes  on 

that 
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that  fcience  are  ftiU  compofed  m  Latin  by 
foreigners*  At  Edinburgh  too>  and  in  fome 
other  places,  probationary  or  inaugural  differ- 
tadons  in  Latin  are  required  from  every  can- 
didate for  the  degree  of  doftor  of  phylic.  An 
intimacy  with  the  French  language  is  very 
uieful  to  the  Phyfician,  not  merely  for  the 
teafons  common  to  men  of  all  profeflions  who 
are  placed  in  the  upper  ranks  of  fociejty^  but 
likewife  that  he  may  perufe  with  facility  the 
valuable  tracts  on  medical  fubjefts  occafionaJly 
publiihed  in  that  tongue. 

•  A  certain  degree  of  legal  knowledge  may 
be  of  material  ufe  to  a  Phyfician,  and  fhould 
be  obtained  before  he  commences  praftice* 
In  cafes  of  great  emergency  he  may  not  only 
be  confulted  refpeding  the  expediency  of  im- 
mediately making  a  will,  but  even  his  affift-^ 
ance  in  drawing  it  up  may  be  required.  It 
will  be  highly  ferviceable  on  fuch  pccafiona 
that  he  fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  forms 
neceffary  to  give  validity  to  a  teftamentary 
bequeft ;  and  alfo  that  he  fhould  be  able  at 
once  to  determine  how  the  law  would  dif- 

6  pofe 


142      ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS^ 

pofe  of  the  fick  man's  property  in  cafe  of  in* 
teftacy ;  "  whether  his  daughters  or  younger 
•*  children  would  be  legally  entitled  to  any 
"  (hare  of  his  fonune  j  whether  the  fortune 
•*  would  be  equally  divided,  when  fuch 
•*  equality  would  be  improper  or  unjuft; 
•*  whether  diverfity  of  claims  and  expenfivc 
•*  litigations  would  cnfue,  without  a  will,  from 
••  the  nature  of  the  property  iu  queftion  ; 
"  and  whether  the  creditors  of  the  defiinA 
•*  would  bv  his  nejrledl  be  defrauded  of  their 
"  equitable  {J*)  claims.'*  The  teftimony  like- 
wife  which  a  Phyfician  may  be  called  upon 
to  give  in  cafes  of  lunacy,  of  fudden  deaths^ 
of  fuicide,  and  of  duelUnc:,  may  be  rendered 
more  pertinent  and  impreirive  by  an  acquaint^ 
ance  with  the  laws  of  the  land  relating  to 
thofe  fubjefts. 

Works  of  general  information  and  of  tafte 
may  with  great  propriety  engage  the  attention 
of  the  medical  Student  during  fome  of  his 
hours  of  leifure.     The  perufal  of  well-chofen 

llkal  JsriipruJence,  by  Dr.  Pcrclwil,  p.  44, 

books 
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books  of  this  nature,  if  rcftrained  within  pru- 
dent bounds,  will  at  once  tinbeftd  and  im- 
prove his  mind ;  and,  inftead  of  interfering 
with  his  peculiar  occupations,  will  lend  htra 
back  to  purfue  them  with  additional  vigour 
and  alacrity. 

It  may  be  neceflary  to  add,  that  no  fludied*, 
whether  profeffional  or  of  any  oth^r  de- 
fcription,  ought  to  be  fufFered  fo  far  to  en- 
croach on  higher  duties,  as  to  lead  a  young 
man  into  the  habit  of  negleding  public 
worfliip,  and  the  private  perufal  and  invef- 
tigation  of  the  Scriptures.     In  feminaries  of 

medical  inftrudion  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pro- 
feffors  fo  to  fix  the  time  of  vifiting  the  hof- 
pitals  with  the  Students  on  Sundays,  that  it 
may  not  interfere  with  attendance  on  divine 
worlhip.  If  the  Profeffbrs  themfelves  fet  a 
pattern  of  inattention  to  the  offices  of  religion; 
the  example  may  train  the  pupils  to  habits 
which  may  afiedt  their  conduct  during  life 
in  that  which  is  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
ance than  the  fcience  which  they  are  ftudy- 
ing,  and  ultimately  lead  them  from  negleft 
and  indifference  to  infidelity. 

2  While 
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While  the  Student  is  felicitous  to  acqulr<t 
all  the  advantages  attainable  at  the  plac6 
where  he  is  (lationed  for  improvement ;  let 
him  be  equally  careful  to  Ihun  the  errors 
and  the  vices  with  which  it  may  be  in* 
feded.  Let  him  not  imbibe  unconquerable 
prejudices  for  the  theories,  the  fyflcms,  the 
modes  of  praiftice  or  the  authorities  which 
teign  there;  nor  engage  in  party  dilputes  and 
quarrels  refpefling  thcni.  Let  him  render  to 
all  of  them  the  deference  which  is  their  due  j 
but   let    him    remember   that  evcrv  man  is 

m 

fallible,  and  every  human  inftituticn  defc(MTe. 
Let  him  negleA  no  opportunity  of  enquiring 
into  the  proceedings  of  other  femiaaries  c£ 
medicine ;  and  of  deriving  from  competent 
judges  information  reflecting  their  merits* 
This  knowledge  however  will  be  heft  attained^ 
and  the  comparifons  to  which  it  leads  purfued 
in  the  moft  inftruftive  manner,  by  removing 
for  a  fufficient  time  to  feme  other  place  of 
ftudy,  when  he  ihall  have  made  himfelf  maftef 
of  the  opinions  and  cuftoms  prevalent  at  his 
own*  And  as  it  commonly  happens  that 
diflferent  feats  of  the  fame  fcience,  like  dif- 
ferent individuals  of  the  fame  profellion,  have 

their 
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tlieir  peculiar  excellences;  he  will  probably  be 
*ttabled  by  that  removal  to  gain  a  more  ioiti- 
>nate  Acquaintance  with  fome  of  the  branches 
•  »bf  his  art,  than  he  could  acquire  in  the  |eq- 
ture-roorri  and  the  Hofpital  which  he  fre- 
,qucnted  before. 

But  above  all  things,  in  every  pkce  of  ftudy^ 
let  him  ftrive  to  preferve  his  manners,  dit- 
pofitions,  and  morals  frbm  being  corrupted* 
Let  him  feleft  none  but  the  moft  defervin'g  of 
his  fellow-ftudents  to  be  his  aflbciates  :  and 
.Ikuh  the  acquaintance  and  the  example  of  the 
idle,  the  extra^vagant,  and  the  profligate.  Let 
him  not  be  perfuaded  or  ridiculed  into  drunk** 
^eanefs,  or  any  fafhionable  vice;  let  him  not  be 
.aftiamed  of  being  fingulaf,  where  (ingularity  is 
tirtue*  Let  him  regulate  his  expences  with  a 
fcrupulous  regard  to  ceconomy,  and  neither 

contrad:  habits  nor  debts  which  may  be  a 
future  burthen  to  his  friends  or  to  himfelf. 
♦  Let  him  bpware  left  his  heart  be  rendered  hard, 
and  his  deportment  unfeeling,  by  attendance 
on  diflfeftions  of  the  dead  and  painful  opera- 
tions on  the  living ;  and  by  being  accuftonicd 
in  his.-daily  .vifits  at  an  hofpital  to  fee  and  hear 
VOL,  II.  L  multi- 


146     ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

multitudes  labouring  in  every  ftage  and  under 
every  variety  of  difeafe.  And  finally,  let  him 
not  become  pragmatical  and  pedantic  in  hb 
converlation,  conceited  of  his  knowledge,  and 
fludious  of  difplaying  it ;  nor,  by  a^ng  the 
part  of  a  noify  and  oftentatious  declaimer  at 
medical  debating  focieties,  contribute  to  trant 
form  an  inflitution  capable  of  being  direded  to 
the  promotion  of  fcience,  into  a  fcene  of  the- 
atrical rant,  and  of  lenielefs,  bold,  and  p^ 
multuous  difputation, 

11.  The'firftdireaiontobeaddreflcdtothe 
young  Phyfician,  when  about  to  enter  on  the 
exerdfe  of  his  profeffion,  is  not  to  begin  to 
pra^fe  too  foon.  There  are  various  induce^ 
ments  which  may  tempt  him  to  ofier  himfelf  to 
the  world  prematurely;  overweening  confi* 
dence  in  his  natural  abilities;  extravagant  ideas 
of  the  knowledge  which  he  has  acquired ; 
the  "  res  angiifta  domi;''  the  impatient  ardout 
of  youth;  the  folicitations  of  inconliderate 
friends  ;  and  the  fear  of  being  anticipated  by 
rivals.  But  human  health  and  human  life  are 
objects  with  which  no  one  can  innocently  tarn* 
per*     The  latter,  once  loft,  is  lofl  for  ever* 

The 


6n  the  duties  of  physicians,     147 

I'he  former,  if  not  altogether  deftroyed,is  oftea 
banifhed  for  years  by  the  hatid  of  ignorant 
prefumption.     Twelve  additional  months,  de- 
voted to  preparatory  ftudtes,  niight  have  en- 
abled the  hafty  praditioner  to  difFufe  perma- 
nent joy  through  families^  Which  he  has  now 
plunged  into  anguiih  and  diftrefs.     The  re- 
fledlions  and  the  conclufions  to  which  thefe 
remarks  will  lead  a  confcientious  mind,  may 
be  ftrengthened  by  the  following  confidera- 
tions,     A  Phyfician,  at  his  firft  outfet,  muft 
expeifi  that  his  principal  eitiployment,  though 
it  will  vary  according  to  his  fituation,  will  in 
moft  places  lie  among  thofe  perfons  in  the 
middle  claffes  of  fdciety^    who  are  the  leaft 
opulent;  as  clergymen,  tradefmen,  (hopkeepers, 
and  people  of  fimilar  defcriptions.     He  will 
find  that  the  great  families  in  the  neighbour- 
hood are  pre-occupied  by  fome   eftabliftied 
competitor;  and  thait  even  if  they  3Lre  not,  in- 
Head  of  having  reeourfe  in  cafes  of  ficknefs  to 
a  young  ftranger,  they  will  generally  prefer 
fending  even  to  si  much  greater  diftance,  and 
at  an  increafed  expence,  fof  a  Phyfician  of 
known  experience  and  Ikill.     Now,  perfoiis 
in  the  lines  of  life,  mentioned  above,  are  fcldoto 

L  2  in 
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in  hafte  toconfalt  any  medical  advifer  but  their 
apothecary  ;  and  rarely  apply  for  further  aid 
until  their  difordet,  be  it  what  it  may,  his 
made  an  alarming  progrefs.  Thefe  are  cir* 
cumilances  which  render  a  very  ample  ihare  of 
knowledge  highly  neceffary  to  the  young  prac- 
titioner. But  they  are  not  the  only  circum* 
(lances.  For  the  fame  motives  and  haluts 
which  made  his  patients  tardy  in  fending  for 
him  at  firft,  will  make  them  equally  tardy  in 
confenting  to  call  in  a  coadjutor  in  difficuh 
and  critical  fit uat  ions.  Hence  he  will  often 
be  compelled  fmgly  to  encounter  a  malady^ 
which,  had  it  feized  upon  a  Peer  or  a  wealthy 
Country-Gentleman,  would  have  been  aflailod 
by  the  efforts  of  feveral  of  the  moft  renowned 
veterans  in  phydc  united  to  diflodge  it. 

c 
The  moft  obvious  and  the  moft  dangerous 

temptation  to  which  a  young  Phyfician  is  ex- 

pofed,  when  he  has  adually  fixed  on  a  place 

of  refidcnce,    and  prefented    himfelf  to  the 

public  as  a  candidate  for  employment,  is  that  . 

of  .taking  improper  methods  of  introducing 

himfelf  into  practice.     From  every  "method 

tin^ured  with  deceit,  or  involving  proceedings 

in 
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in  any  degree  reprehenfible,  let  him  turn  afide 
without  hefitation,  whatever  profpefts  of  fuc* 

cefs  it  may  afford.  Let  him  not  feek  to  ob- 
tain, from  the  miftaken  good-humour  of  his 
medical  friends,  es;aggerated  panegyrics  on  his 
ubilities  j  nor  urge  perfons  of  weight  and  cre- 
dit, though  not  of  the  faculty,  to  addrefs 
importunate  and  unmerited  folicitatipns  in  his 

favour  to  their  acquaintance  who  live  in  his 
vicinity.  Let  him  not  lie  in  wait  for  oppor- 
tunities of  making  an  artful  parade  of  his  at- 
tainments, and  of  impofing  on  the  unwary  by 
a  folemn,  pompous,  and  confequential  deport-* 

mqnt,  or  by  the  found  of  technical  terms  and 
learned  trifling  (g).  Let  him  not  endeavour 
diredlly  or  indiredly  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be 
more  highly  efteemed  than  the  teftimony  of 
his  own  confcience  will  juftify ;  nor  infidioufly 
abufethe  character  and  fap  the  credit  of  a 
rival.  While  he  cultivates,  from  better  mo-* 
tives  than  thofe  of  profeffional  emolument, 
'affability  and  gentlenefs  of  demeanour  j    let 

(g)  It  IS  faid  to  have  happened  In  feveral  inftances,  that 
^yficians,  in  order  to  gain  credit,  have  fufFcred  treatife* 
tp  be  publiihed  in  their  names,  in  the  compofing  of  which 
Acy  had  little  or  no  concern. 

L  3  him 
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him  guard  againft  all  affedtation  of  courteous 
nefs,  all  afTumed  and  delutive  foftnefs  of  mun* 
ners.  Let  him  not  become  a  fupple,  cringing, 
and  fcrvilc  attendant  on  the  Great ;  ready  at 

all  times,  like  the  chameleon,  to  take  the 
colour  of  furrounding  objedils  ;  and  catching, 
like  an  humble  mimic  on  the  ftage,  the  habits 
and  fentiments  of  his  fuperion  Ltt  him  not 
become  an  officious  inilrument  in  the  hands  of 
fome  wealthy  or  noble^  patron,  furthering  his 
fecret  fchemes,  miniftering  to  his  perfonal  or 
political  antipathies,  and  flattering  his  religious 
or  irreligious  prejudices.  Let  him  not  pretend 
an  attachment  to  a  wealthy  and  numerous  fe& 
or  party  with  a  view  to  gain  its  fupport*  Let 
him  not  ftrive  to  recommend  himfelf,  by  beaiv 
ing  anecdotes  of  fcandal  from  one  fide  of  tho 
country  to  another  j  nor  by  gratifying  curi- 
ofity  With  improper  difclofures  as  to  the  dit- 
orders  and  conftitutions  of  any  of  hispatientsj 
nor  by  addiding  himfelf  to  field  fports,  or  be* 
coming  a  frequenter  of  gambling  clubs,  an  at-* 
tcndant  on  riotous  and  drunken  (/>)  meetings, 

OP 

[t^  Univcrfal  temperance  both  ir.  eating  and  drinking  is 
•articularly  incumbent  on  a  Phyfician  in  every  period  of 
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or  a  partaker  of  any  extravagant  or  vicious 
pradlice  which  the  fafhion  of  the  times  or 
the  cuftom  of  the  neighbourhood  may  have 
cftabliflied.  There  have  been  Phyficians,  the 
difgrace  of  their  profeffion,  who  feem  to  have 
confidered  themfelves,  in  ftudying  medicine, 
as  ftudying  not  a  liberal  fcience,  but  a  mere 
art  for  the  acquifition  of  money ;  and  have 
thence  been  folicitous  to  acquire  an  infight 
rather  into  the  humours  than  into  the  difeafes 
of  mankind.  The  temptations  which  lead  tt) 
fiich  views  and  fuch  conduct  are  not  peculiar 
to  the  young  Phyficiain  j  but  he  is  expofed 
more  than  his  brethren  to  their  influence. 
Inftead  of  alttempting  to  force  employment 
by  difingenuous  and  irfimoral  means,  ^let 
him  a<9:  fo  as  to  deferve  it,  and  he  muft  be 
more  than  commonly  unfortunate  if  it  does 


his  prafticeiiiot  merely  as  being  eflentially  requifite  to  pre- 
ferve  his  faculties  in  that  alert  and  unclouded  ftate,  which 
may  render  him  equally  able  at  all  times  to  pronounce  on 
die  cafes  which  he  is  called  to  infpe£):,  but  beca^ufe  it  is  a 
virtue  which  he  will  very  frequently  find  himfelf  obliged 
to  inculcate  on  his  patients ;  and  will  inculcate  01^  them 
mih  little  efficacy,  if  it  be  not  regularly  exemplified  in  his 
ownponduft. 


L4 
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riot  ere  long  dire£t  ics  courfe  to  him  of  its  owa 
atcord  *• 

IIL  We  come  now  to  the  general  duties  in-i 
cumbent  on  the  Phyfician  in  adual  praSicc  j 
that  is  to  fay,  the  condud  to  be  obferved  by 
him  towards  his  patients,  their  families  and 
friends ;  towards  other  Phyficians  ;  arid  tOn 
wards  perfons  who  occupy  inferior  depart-^ 
ments  in  the  medical  profeflioq. 

Diligent  and  early  attention,  proportioned 
to  the  emergency  of  the  cafe,  and  an  honef^ 

*  Of  the  praftices  mentioned  in  the  following  qiidn 
tation,  I  tnift  there  have  been  but  few  examples.  Tct 
the  high  profcffional  authority  whence  it  comes,  does  no^ 
^llow  us  to  fuppofe  the  imputation  to  be  entirely  ground*? 
lefs.  **  A  very  fertile  fource  of  falfe  facts  has  becA 
**  opened  for  fome  time  pnft.  This  is,  in  fome  young 
^'  Phyficians,  the  vanity  of  being  the  authors  of  obferra* 
'•  tions,  which  are  often  too  haftily  made,  and  fometime$ 
**  perhaps  were  entirely  drtfTcd  in  the  clofet.  We  dare 
**  not  at  prefent  be  particular.  But  the  next  age  wiB 
**  difcem  many  inftances  of- perhaps  the  dire£i  falfehoods, 
^*  and  certainly  the  many  miflakes  in  faft,  produced  in 
^*  the  prefent  age,  concerning  the  powers  and  virtues  o| 
<«  medicines,"     Cullen.  Mater.  Med.  i.  153. 

exertioa 
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exertion  of  his  beft  abifities,  are  the  primary 
duties,  which  the  Phyfician  owes  to  his  patient. 
The  performance  of  them  is  virtually  prck 
mifedy    for  he  knows  that   it  is  univerfally 
expeiSed,  when  he  undertakes  the  care -of  the 
ficfc  man  j  and   confequently,  if  he  neglects 
to  fulfil  them,  he  is  guilty  of  a  diredt  breach  of 
his  engagement.     Were  any  additional  confi-p 
derations  neceflary  to  be  urged,  the  probable 
importance  of  the  patient's  recovery  to  his  own 
temporal  interefts,  and  its  pojSible  importance 
to  his  eternal  welfare,  might  be  fubjoined.    Oa 
proper  occafions  fecrecy  like  wife  is  incumbent 
on  the  Phyfician.     But  he  ought  topromife 
jfecrecy  on  proper  occafions  alone;   and   he 
Qu)uld  not  forget  to  imprefs  on  his  own  mind, 
ind  on  that  of  the  perfon  who  corifults  him, 
tiikt  no  promife  of  fecrecy  can  require  or  juftify 
the  telling  of  a  falfehood.   When  carried  from 
home,  whatever  be  the  occafion,he  ought  not 
to  omit  leaving  direftions,  by  means  of  which, 
if  his  afliftance  fhould  be  required  elfewhere, 
he  may  eafily  be  found.     Pundluality  in  at-? 
tending  at  appointed  times,  when  pradlicable, 
ihould  not  be  in  any  degree  negleded  ;    left 
fufpicions  fliould  be  with  juftice  entertained  of 

the 


154      ^^  T^^E  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

the  Phyfician's  thinking  little  of  the  engage* 
ments  into  which  he  enters ;  or  of  the  effedts 
produced  by  fufpenfe  and  difappointment,  on 
the  anxious  feelings  of  the  fick.  Want  of 
punftuality  becomes  ftill  more  reprehenfiblc^ 
if  other  medical  men  have  been  purpofely  dc- 
fired  to  give  him  the  meeting.  Towards  all 
patients,  and  towards  female  patients  in  par- 
ticular, the  utmoft  delicacy  ought  ftudioufly  to 
be  obfcrved  j  and  every  poflible  degree  of  care 
taken  to  avoid  needlefsly  exciting  a  blufh  on 
the  cheek  of  the  modeft,  or  a  painful  fenfatioa 
in  the  bread  of  the  virtuous. 

The  general  behaviour  of  the  Phyficiau 
towards  his  patient  is  then  the  mod  bene* 
ficial,  as  well  as  the  moft  amiable,  when 
he  unites  with  the  fleadinefs  which  is  nc- 
ceflary  to  fecure  a  compliance  with  his  ii> 
jun(!l:ions,  thofe  kind  and  gentle  manners 
which  befpeak  his  fympathy  with  the  fuf* 
ferer.  A  prudent  control  over  the  fick  perfon 
and  all  his  attendants  muft  ever  be  preferved* 
This  obje<fi  will  be  beft  attained,  not  by  an 
overbearing  demeanour  and  intemperate  lan- 
guage, but  by  firmnefs  difplayed  uniformly 

and 
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and  mildly  j  not  by  the  mere  exercife  of  au-» 
ihority  over  the  perfons  concerned,  but  by  aa 
occafioaal  admixture  of  well  directed  appeals 
to  their,  reafon  ;  and  fometimes  perhaps  by  the 
mention  of  appofite  inftances,  in  which  the 
diiregard   of  medical   inftrudions  on  points 
fimilar  to  thofe  in  agitation  has  been  produc- 
tive of  very  pernicious  confequences.     It  is 
frequently  of  much  importance,  not  to  the 
comfort  only,  but  to   the  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient, that  he  fhould  be  enabled  to  look  on  his 
Phyfician  as  his  friend.     And  how  can  the 
latter  be   looked  upon  as  a  friend,  unlefs  his 
planners   are    charad:erifed  by   kindnefs  and 
compaffion ;  not  the  delufive  appearance  of  a 
concern  which  he  does  not  feel,  afliuned  as  a 
profeffional  garb  through  decorum,  or  for  the 
purpofe  of  enfnaring  flattery ;  not  that   un- 
manly pity  which  clouds  the  judgement,  and 
incapacitates  it  from  forming  a  prompt,  fteady, 
^nd  rational  opinion  refpedling  the  meafur6s 
to  be  purfued  ;  but  that  genuine  and  fober 
.tendernefs,  fpringing  from  the  cultivation  of 
habitual  benevolence,  which,  while  it  wins  the 
:affedion  and  cheers  the  fpirits  of  the  patient, 
Simulates  his  advifer  to  exert  every  faculty  of 

the 
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the  mind  for  his  relief?  And  what  but  thit 
equable  mildnefs  of  difpofition  will  teach  tho 
Phyficiau  to  bear  with  patience  the  wayward 
humours,  and  to  treat  with  gentlenefs  the 
groundlefs  prejudices,  which  he  muft  conti^ 
nually  encounter  in  a  (ick  chamber  ? 

Under  particular  circum(lances,or  firom  par^ 
ticular  motives  of  connexion  and  attachmeott 
a  Phyfician  may  beftow  with  propriety  oa 
one  of  his  patients  a  greater  portion  of  his  timQ 
and  attention  than  he  gives  to  others  who  ftand 
equally  in  need  of  his  afliftance ;  provided  that 
he  is  dill  fufiiciently  attentive  to  the  lattOTt 
But  never  let  him  adopt  this  plan  for  the  pUF« 
pofe  of  paying  fervile  and  hypocritical  court 
to  the  fick  man  or  to  his  friends  :  nor  ever  let 
him  be  feduced  to  do  lefs  than  his  duty  to  per* 
fons  \vlio  employ  him,  becaufe  they  are  of  a 
temper  eafy  to  be  fatistied ;  becaufe  they  hap» 
pen  to  be  poor ;  or  becaufe  they  are  of  fuch  a 
defcription,  that  cuftom  or  fome  other  incident 
renders  it  improper  to  receive  fees  from  thenu 

Though  the  common  ufage  of  the  town  or 
of  the  country  in  which  the  Phyfician  refides, 

will 
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.will  regulate  the  compenfation  which  he  may 
juftly  CKpeft ;  yet  this  general  rule  will  admit 
■of  fo  much  latitude,  and  of  fo  many  excep-* 
tions,  as  to  leave  him  ample  fcope  for  the  ex- 
•ercife  of  liberality  and  benevolence.  An  in- 
dependent and  generous  man  will  fliew  him- 
felf  on  every  occafion  free  from  the  leaft  tinc- 
ture of  fordid  avarice.  He  will  exercife  parti- 
cular forbearance  in  the  article  of  fees  towards 
thofe  who  are  leaft  able  to  afford  them.  And 
he  Will  neither  accept  a  fee  when  circumftances 
induce  hiin  to  prefcribeunafked;  nor  ever  avails 

himfelf  of  artful  pretences  for  vifiting  a  perfon 
whom  he  knows  to  be  out  of  health,  in   the 

hope  that  his  vifit,  though  it  had  not  been  fo- 
licited,  may  lead,  through  the  politenefs  of  the 
fick  man  or  his  family^  to  a  pecuniary  acknow- 
ledgement. A  Phyfician  ought  to  be  extremely 
watchful  againft  covetoufnefs ;  for  it  is  a  vice 
imputed,  juftly  or  unjuftly,  to  his  profeffion. 
That  it  is  imputed  with  juftice  I  am  far  from 
meaning  to  affirpi  or  to  intimate.  And  when- 
ever it  is  imputed,  the  time  and  the  advice 
fo  often  beftowed  gratuitoufly  by  Phyficians 
ought  to  be  called  to  mind.  But  the  exiftence 
of  the  charge,  whether  true  or  falfe,  may  fug- 

9  geft 
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geft  a  ufeful  admonition.  If  it  be  the  fad  tha* 
more  avaricious  men  are  found  in  the  medical 
profeflion,  in  proportion  to  its  numbers,  that! 
in  others  equally  liberal,  the  conduA  of  ift 
employers  may  be  deemed  one  of  the  caufes 
to  which  the  redundancy  muft  be  afcribed 
So  capricioufly  is  a  Phyfician  treated  on  mail} 
occafions  by  his  patients  and  their  connections: 
fuch  frequently  is  the  diflatisfadtionwithwhicfc 
his  beft  exertions  are  received;  that  eagertiefi 
to  be  exempted  from  the  neceflity  of  pra^fing 
may  fometimes  render  him  too  intent  on  ac- 
cumulating an  independent  fortune.  Let  CYd^ 
fick  man  beware  that  he  does  not  contribute 
by  his  own  conduvSl  to  place  the  temptadoo 
in  his  Phvfician's  way.  Let  him  not  be  firef- 
ful,  impatient,  and  without  reafon  difcontented 
with  his  medical  attendant;  as  though  th< 
latter  had  an  inherent  power  of  curing  the 
diftemper  if  he  thought  proper,  or  of  curing 
it  at  once  as  by  a  charm.  And  when  molt 
than  common  trouble  is  given";  let  not  fuch  at) 
addition  to  the  ordinary  compenfation  as  utidel 
all  exifting  circumftances  is  reafonable  ht 
withheld,  nor  be  given  with  relu(5tance« 
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In  attending  upon  a  patient,  the  Phyfician, 
\vhile  he  omits  not  the  referve  which  prudence 
diiftates,  will  ihun  all  afFedation  of  myftery. 
He  will  not  alarm  the.  fick  man,  by  difcuffing 
his  cafe  openly  and  unguardedly  before  him; 
nor  will  he  put  on  a  countenance  of  profound 
thought,  and  geftures  of  much  feeming  faga- 
city,  either  to  augment  his  importance,  or  to 
conceal  his  ignorance.  He  will  not  aflume 
the  air  of  defpifing  the  intelligence  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  apothecary,  who  may  have 
known  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  for 
years,  and  in  his  prefent  illnefs  fees  him  once 
or  twice  a  day ;  nor  even  the  information  to 
be  procured  from  nurfes,  who  have  feen  him 
^ every  hour.  He  will  not  implicitly  adopt  the 
opinions  of  the  one,  nor  yield  to  the  abfurd  fan- 
cies and  prepofleflions  of  the  other;  but  he  will 
add  whatever  is  valuable  in  their  feveral  recitals 
to  the  refult  of  his  own  perfonal  obfervations, 
and  confider  the  whole  as  a  mafs  of  premifes 
from  which  he  is  to  deduce  his  conclufions. 

An  eminent  writer,  fpeaking  in  a  (/)  work 
already  quoted  refpefting  the  performance  of 

(/)  Dr.  Pcrcivars  Medical  Jurifprudence,  p.  15* 

furgical 
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furgical  operations  in  hofpitals,  remarks,  that 
it  may  be  a  falutary  as  Well  as  an  humane  a& 
in  the  attending  Phyfician  occafionally  to  aC* 
fure  the  patient  that  every  thing  goes  on  well, 
if  that  declaration  can  be  made  with  truth.  This 
reftridtion,  fo  properly  applied  to  the  cafe  in 
queftion,  may  with  equal  propriety  be  extend* 
ed  univerfally  to  the  condud  of  a  Phyfician^ 
when  fuperintending  operations  performed 
not  by  the  hand  of  a  Surgeon,  but  by  nature 
and  mediciiie.  Humanity,  we  admit,  and  the 
Welfare  of  the  fick  man,  commonly  require 
that  his  drooping  fpirits  fhould  be  revived  by 
every  encouragement  and  hope  which  QUi 
honeftly  be  fuggefted  to  him.  But  truth  and 
confcience  forbid  the  Phyfician  to  cheer  \xv0X 
by  giving  promifes,  or  raifing  expe<3:ationS| 

which  are  known  or  intended  to  be  delufive* 

The  Phyfician  may  not  be  bound,  unlefs  ex- 
prefsly  called  upon,  invariably  to  divulge  at 
any  fpecific  time  his  opinion  concerning  the 
uncertainty  or  danger  of  the  cafe  ;  but  he  is 
invariably  bound  never  to  rcprefent  the  un- 
certainty or  danger  as  Icfs  than  he  aftually 
believes  it  to-be  :  and  whenever  he  conveys, 
diredtly  or  indiredly,  to  the  patient  or  to  his 

family, 
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lamily,  any  impreflion  to  that  effed,  though 
he  may  be  niifled  by  miftaken  tendemefs,  he  is 
guilty  of  pofitive  falfehood.    He  is  at  liberty  to 
fay  little ;  but  let  that  little  be  true.    St.  Paul's 
direction,  not  io  do  evil  that  good  may  come^ 
is  clear,  pofitivCj  and  univerfal.     And  if  the 
Scriptures  had  contained  no  injuii£tion  fuch  as 
that  which  has  been  quoted,  but  had  left  the 
Phyfician  at  liberty  to  decide  the  point  on 
gtounds  of  expediency  ;  he  wQiild  have  had 
fufficient  reafon  to  be  convinced  that  falfehood 
could  promife  but  little  eVen  of  the  temporary 
advantage  expeded  from  it*     For  when  once 
his  employers  fhould  know,  and  they  foon 
muft  know,  his  principle  and  his  cuftom  to 
be  that  of  not  adhering  to  truth  in  his  decla- 
rations refpe<3:ing  his  patient ;  his  vain   en- 
couragements  and  delufive  aflurances  would 
ceafe  to  cheer  the  fick  man  and  his  friends* 
It  may  be  urged,  perhaps,  that  his  referve  will 
generally  be  mifconftrued  by  the  anxiety  of 
thofe  who   are  ihterefted  for  the  fick;    and 
being  confidered  as  a  proof  of  his  opinion  that 
the  diforder  is  highly  formidable,  will  conti* 
nually  excite  apprehenfions  as  groundlefa  as 
they  are  diftreffing.     A  moderate  ftiare  how- 
VOL.  11^  M  ever 
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ever  of  prudence,    united  with   that  facility 
which  is  naturally  acquired   by   practice  of 
avoiding   needlefs  difclofures,   and   avoiding 
them  without  Aiding  into  deceit  either   ex« 
prefsly  dr  impliedly,  will  enable  him  to  guard 
againft  producing  unneceflfary  alarms.     And 
they  will  be  dill  lefs  likely  to  be  produced,  if 
the  uniformity  of  his  conduct  makes  it  evident 
to  thofe  who  employ  him,  that  while  he  cau- 
tioufly  refrains  from  reprefenting  the  cafe  be- 
fore him  in  a  more  favourable  light  than  he 
views  it,  he  is  equally  folicitous  and  watchful 
to  give  early  communications  of  probable  or 
aSual  danger.    The  ftate  of  the  malady,  when 
critical  or  hazardous,  ought  to  be  plainly  de- 
clared without  delay  to  fbme  at  leaft  of  the 
patient's   near  relations  ;  and,  except   under 
extraordinary  circumftances,  to   the   neareft. 
On  many  occafions  it  ftiay  be  the  duty  of  the 
Phyfician  Ipontaneoufly  to  reve:il  it  to  the 
patient    himfelf.     It  may  fometimcs  alfo  be 
incumbent  on  him  to  fuggeft  to  the  fick  man,  • 
or  to  his  friends,  the  propriety  of  adjufting  all 
■unfinifhed  temporal  concerns.  And  confcienc^ 
will  frequently  prompt  him  difcreetly  to  turn 
the  thoughts  of  the  former  towards  religion. 

Net 
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Not  that  the  Phyfician  is  ofEcioufly  to  intrude 
into  the  department  of  the  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel.     But  he  may  often  fmooth  the  way 
/or  the  Clergyman's  approach  j  and   bn  thofe 
Urha  have  been,  unfortunate  enough  to  imbibe 
tfoubts  as  tb  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  he  may 
icM,  fome  inftarices  riake  a  firft  impreffion  which 
tlxe    Clergyman  would  in  vain  have  attempted 
to    produce.     For  th%  virits,of  the  latter  being 
ic>X7^feen^  and  his  profeflional  prejudices  fuf-^ 
p^<f3l:ed,  the  mind  would  have  previoufly  armed 
itl^If  againft  him;  and  his  arguments  would 
h2i-'^r«  been  heard  with  reludtance  and  diftruft* 
ISi^t:    the  Phyfician  labours  under  no  fuch  fuC 
|>io:x<)ns.     His  belief  in  revelation,  though  it 
tJnL^kry  be  thought  abfurd^  is  yet  deemed  difm- 
tex-^£led  and  fincere.     He  can  feledt  his  times 
opportunities  5  he  can  purfuc^  the  fubjedt 
cr  various  forms,  and  to  a  greater  or  lefs 
int,  without  his  defign  becoming  too  ob- 
^asj    and  in  the  earlier  ftages  of  difeafe> 
•^l^ile  the  underftanding  of  his  patient  is  tin- 
cVovided,  and  his  ftrength  equal  to  the  exertion 
of  temperate  difcuffion,  niay  be  able  occafion- 
il^y   to  lead  him  into  a  willing  inveftigation 
of  the  e'fridences  and  doSrines  of  the  Chriftian 

M  a  faith, 
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faith,  which  may  terminate  in  rational  and  de- 
cided convi&ion; 

But  while  he  is  thus  anxious  to  promote  the 
mod  important  interefts  of  his  patients,  who 
have  been  unhappy  enough  to  fall  into  vice 
or  fcepticifm  ;  let  him  open  his  own  heart  to 
the  very  great  improvement,  which  it  may  re- 
ceive from  the  example  of  thofe  of  a  difierent 
defcription.  Let  him  learn  beforehand  from 
the  fincere  Chriftian  to  bear  thofe  evils  which 
it  is  now  his  office  to  alleviate,  but  may  (hort- 
ly  be  his  lot  to  endure.  Let  him  learn  be* 
forehand  to  recognize  the  goodnefs  and  mercy 
of  his  God  during  the  pangs  of  racking  paio^ 
and  the  languor  and  wearifomenefs  of  Iin« 
gering  decay.  Let  him  learn  that  the  humble 
recolledion  of  a  well-fpent  life,  and  the  cheer- 
ing confolations  and  promifes  of  the  Gofpel^ 
alone  can  enable  him  to  fuffer  with  patient  for- 
titude, and  to  die  with  hope,  with  gratitude» 
with  tranquillity,  with  joy. 

The  conduiSt  of  a  Phyfician  whofe  folicitude 
for  the  recovery  of  his  patient  is  founded  on 
pure  and  laudable  motives,  will  be  free  from 

9  the 
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the  bias  of  private  and  perfonal  conlider- 
^  ations  in  the  application  of  his  art.  He  will 
neither  be  too  fond  of  novelties,  nor  too  fear- 
ful of  deviating  on  proper  occafions  and  on 
fblid  grounds  from  the  beaten  track :  he  will 
not  obtrude  fome  myfterious  noftrum  illibe-^ 
rally  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  his  bre- 
thren :  he  will  not  cherifh  prepbfleffions  againft 
remedies  and  modes  of  proceeding  introduced 
,  by  others,  nor  partiality  for  thofe  difcovered 
by  himfelf.  He  will  not  conceive  himfelf  as 
defcending  from  profeflional  dignity,  when  in 
^mergences  he  mixes  a  medicine  for  his  pa- 
dent,  or  performs  any  other  office  or  operation 
for  his  benefit,  which  in  ftridnefs  appertained 
to  the  Surgeon,  or  would  have  devolved  on 
the  Apothecary  had  he  been  at  hand ;  nor 
hefitate  ev?n  to  fee  aliment  prepared,  nor  to 
diredl  how  it  may  b?  diverfified  fo  4s  to  be 
pleafirig.  to  the  palate  of  the  fick  j  nor  to  ten- 
der the  food,  which,  though  it  had  juft  before 
been  refufed,  will  often  be  accepted  from  the 
hand  of  the  Phyfician.  He  will  not  be  influ- 
enced  by  blind  and  indifcrim^qate  confidence 

in  the  fubordinate  medical  attendants,  much 

-  .    fg  '-        ' 

lefs  by  actual  indolence  or  careleflhefs,  or  a 

M  3  fear 
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fear  of  giving  offence,  to  negle£k  the  frequeut 
infpe<3:ion  of  his  patient's  medicines.  He  wiH 
be  the  firft  to  fuggeft  in  critical  or  uncomm6f| 
circumftances  the  propriety  of  calling  in  addi- 
tional aid.  He  will  not  indulge  a  lurking 
wifh  to  perfevere  in  a  dubious  or  unfuccefsful 
fyftem  of  medical  treatment,  from  the  appre^ 
henfion  that  a  change  will  argue  ignorance  ia 
himfelf,  or  redound  to  the  credit  of  another 
perfon  who  may  have  fuggefted  it.  He  will 
never  recommend  as  a  probable  method  of 
cure  what  he  does  not  actually  believe 
likely  to  prove  fo.  He  will  not  advife  a 
journey  to  a  public  watering-place  apparently 
from  anxiety,  for  the  fick  man,  but  in  reality 
from  a  defire  to  pleafe  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters by  fending  them  to  a  fcene  of  fafhion- 
able  amufement;  or  in  dangerous  or  hope-^ 
lefs  maladies  merely  to  remove  the  fufferer 
to  a  diftance,  inftead  of  having  him  continue 
at  home  to  die  under  his  immediate  care.  He 
will  not  prefcribe  a  medicine,  the  propriety  of 
which  he  diftrufts,  becaufe  it  is  propofed  by  the 
patient  or  recommended  by  his  friends,  with* 
out  explicitly  declaring  his  own  opinion  of  it. 
lie  will  remember  that,  though  his  refponfi- 

bility 
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bility  may  be  removed,  if  he  acquiefces  ia 
their  defire  after  this  declaration ;  he  is  as  truly 
refponfible  for  the  confequences  of  a  mode  of 
treatment  fiiggefted  by  another,  and  adopted 
hy  him  without  any  intimation  of  its  probable 

effects,  as  he  would  have  been  had  it  originated 

with  himfelf.     He  will  not  become  boaftful 

« 

and  arrogant  when  his  exertions  are  crowned 
with  fuccefs ;  but  will  recoUedJ:  that  he  ist 
an  humble  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  that 
Being,  who  gives  knowledge  to  the  Phyfician- 
and  health  to  the  fick.  Neither  will  he  defert 
his  patient  when  there  are  no  longer  any  re- 
maining hopes  of  recovery.  Though  life  can* 
not  be  retained,  pain  may  be  mitigated.  Even 
if  the  patient  feems  beyond  the  reach  of  me^* 
dicine,  the  prefence  of  the  Phyfician  will  com-* 
pofe  the  minds  and  alleviate  the  forrow  of 
friends  and  relations.  But  in  thofe  circum* 
ftances  a  man  of  liberality  will  be  anxious  to 
evince,  by  moderation  in  the  receipt  of  fees, 

that  compaffion  and  gratitude,  not  avarice  and 
deceit,  prompt  his  attendance. 

Continual  intercourfe  with  difeafe,  and  the 
habit    of  breathing  in   morbid  atmofpheres^ 

M  4  feem. 
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feem,  through  the  wife  and  merciful  appoint^ 
ment  of  Providence,  commonly  to  fecurc  the 
Phyfician  from  infedion.  Hence  cafes  of 
contagion  can  rarely  arife,  in  which  theib 
confiderations,  joined  to  a  fenfe  of  the  dirties 
impofed  on  him  by  the  profeffion  into  which 
he  has  entered,  will  not  bind  him  calmly  to 
obey  the  fummons  of  the  afflidted,  and  encoun^ 
ter  all  perfonal  hazard.  Experience  howev»^ 
has  proved,  that  a  Phyfician  may  convey  to 
others  a  diftemper,  which  is  unable  to  faften 
upon  himfelf.  In  pafling  therefore  from  one 
family  to  another,  when  the  former  is  vifited 
with  a  malady  eafily  communicable,  a$  a. 
putrid  fever,  to  people  in  general  j  or  as  the 
fmall-pox,  to  thofe  whom  it  has  not  hereto- 
fore attacked ;  let  him  guard  by  all  requifitQ 
precautions  againft  introducing  into  the  latter 
houfe  an  inmate  more  formidable  ;han  tha^ 
l^hich  he  gomes  to  expel, 

Tbou^h  fpme  of  the  obfervations,  which 
have  been  ma(|e  under  the  prefent  headj 
are  applicable  to  the  Phyfician  only  when 
attending  on  patients  in  the  upper  and  middle 
jrapks  of  focietyj  the  greater  number  have 

likewtfe 
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lijsewife  an  obvipus  reference  to  his  duty  wheii 
yifuing  the  poor.     Perfons  of  the  latter  de-* 
£:ription  will  principally  come  under  his  caro 
In  bi^  capacity  as  Phyfician  to  an  hofpital,  QP 
to  fome  other  medical  charity,  *  Qn  the  fub^ 
je£t  of  hofpital  practice  it  may  not  be  impro^ 
per  to  fubjoin  a  caution  againft  makipg  unne«i 
ceflary  or  rafh  experiments  in  the  treatment 
of  th^  patients.     The  fqiencq  of  medicine  un^ 
^oubtedly  derivea  continual  acceflions  of  im-r 
proyement  from  the  inventive  genius  of  its 
followers^   New  fubftances  are  introduced  intp 
(he  materia  m^dica ;  new  modes  are  difeovered 
pf  preparing  and  of  combining  drugs  already 
|n  ufe ;  and  new  applications  of  antient  re« 
piedies  to  the   cure   of  difeafes,    in  which 
jrecourfe  was  never  had  to  them  before.     In 
piany  refpefts  an  hofpital  prefents  a  field  pe^- 
culiarly  inviting  for  pufhing  th?fe  difcpveries* 
Inftances  may  there  be  found  at  hand  of  almoft 
every  complaint ;  many  experiments  may  there 
be  going  on  at  once,  and  be  infpeded  in  their 
feveral  ftages  with  a  fingle  glance  of  the  eye. 
To  thefe  inducements  we  may  add  another, 
'  though  it  will  operate  only  on  unprincipled 
pxen,  who  Jiowevcr  will  occafionally  find  their 

w^y 


tyo     ON  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSlCIANSi 

way  into  the  medical  as  into  every  other  pro^ 
fefiion;  that  in  the  populous  wards  of  an  infir- 
Aiary  the  ill  fuccef^  of  an  adventurous  trial  is 
loft  in  the  crowd  of  fortunate  and  unfortunate 
tfvctitsj  and  even  if  it  fhould  terminate  in  the 
death  of  an  obfcure,  indigent,  and  quickly  for*- 
gotten  individual,  little  if  any  difadvantage 
refults  to  the  credit  and  intereft  of  the  Phyfi-* 
chti  ^mong  his  wealthy  employers.  It  is  not 
meant  by  thefe  remarks  to  cenfure  experi- 
ments defigned  to  leflen  the  danger,  or  the 
fufFerings,  of  the  individual,  when  founded  on 
rational  analogies ;  commenced  after  mature 
deliberation  ;  conduced  by  upright  and  Ikil- 
ful  men ;  watched  during  the  whole  progrefe 
with  circumfpeft  attention;  and  abandoned 
in  time  when  unfavourable  appearances  take 
place.  But  it  is  meant  ftrongly  to  reprobate 
every  experiment  [i)  raflily  or  haftily  adopt- 
ed i 

{k)  Experiments  are  not  unfrequcntly  made  upon  living 
animals  by  Phyficians,  in  the  courfe  of  their  private  rc- 
fearches,  for  the  purpofe  of  afccrtaining  the  properties  of 
drugs,  or  other  fads  of  importance  in  medical  and  anato- 
mical fcicnce.  Neither  the  right  nor  the  propriety  of  mak« 
ing  thefe  experiments  on  reafonable  occafions  can  be  diC- 
pu:ed :  bat  every   degree   of  needlcfs  and  inconfideratc 

cruelty 
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15(1 ;  or  carried  on  by  the  felfifli,  the  ignorant, 
the  carelefs,  or  the  obftinate.  Proceedings  of 
this  nature  are  highly  criminal,  partly  becaufe 
they  involve  the  health  and  life  of  the  fufferers 
in  great  and  needlefs  hazards ;  and  partly  be- 
caufe  they  tend  to  confirm  an  opinion  already 
too  prevalent  in  fome  places  in  the  minds  of 
the  poor,  that  fuch  is  the  general  condud):  of 
Hofpital  Phyficians;  an  opinion  which,  where- 
ever  it  exifts,  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  the  chief 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  one  of  the 
^loli  excellent  of  charitable  inftitutions,  by  de^ 
terriug  perfons  for  whofe  benefit  infirmaries 
are  particularly  defigned  from  entering  with* 
in  their  walls  except  in  the  utmoft  emer-^ 
jgency ;  and  filling  them  with  gloomy  appre-^ 

craelty  in  profecuting  them  will  be  avoided  with  fcrupulous 
care  by  men  of  feeling  and  refleftion.  And  whenever  they 
are  painful  and  fhocking  in  the  execution,  they  ought  not 
to  be  made  to  develop  procefles  of  nature,  from  the  know- 
ledge  of  which  no  benefit  feems  likely  to  refult ;  to  fup* 
port  and  elucidate  unimportant  opinions  in  comparative 
anatomy;  or  in  any  way  to  gratify  idle  curiofity:  nor  fliould 
they  be  repeated,  though  originally  ufeful,  after  they  have 
proved  all  that  is  expefted  from  them  5  and  when  the  re- 
ifults  have  been  fo  casefully  afcertained,  that  they  may  be 
Received  as  data  already  eftablifhed. 

7  henfions 
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henfions  and  terrors  until  the  happy  momeat^:^ 
of  their  efcape*  Similar  remarks  may  be  api« 
plied  to  the  cafe  of  amputations,  and  other 
operations  of  magnitude,  in  hofpitals  ;  whijch 
ihould  never  be  performed  without  the  con- 
current  approbation  of  the  Phyfidans  and 
Surgeons,  given  by  each  not  as  a  matter  of 
form,  but  with  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  perfonal 
jrefponfibility  for  any  needlefs  injury  6r  torture 
caufed  to  the  patient.  While  there  is  a  poffi- 
bility  of  reftoring  the  ufe  of  a  limb,  orof  pre* 
(erving  it  without  endangering  life ;  what* 
ever  time  may  be  requifite  for  attaining  the 
objedt,  it  ought  not  to  be  amputated  either  to 
ihew  the  dexterity  of  the  operator,  or  becaufc 
the  ftump  will  be  fooner  cured  than  the  Umb» 
and  the  patient  will  thus  become  lefs  burden- 
fome  to  the  charity.  The  intention  of  the 
charity  is  to  cure  and  to  preferve.  And  even 
if  credit  be  regarded,  more  is  gained  by  one 
difficult  cure  than  by  many  fuccefsful  am- 
putations, 

A  benevolent  Phyfician  will  not  reftridi  hia 
attendance  on  the  poor  to  thofe  whom  the 
bounty  of  the  public  brings  before  him.     He 

will 
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•will  not  negle£t  the  x)pportunitic8  which  will 
occur,  in  his  vilits  to  families  refident  in  di& 
ferent  parts  of  the  country,  of  giving  gratui- 
tous advice  to  the  fick  and  infirm  villagers 
who  may  be  mentioned  to  him  as  worthy  of 
his  notice  ;  and  will  attend,  as  far  as  his  necef- 

fary  avocations  permit,  to  the  maladies  of  per- 
fons  in  indigent  circuiiiftances  who  live  in  his 
own  neighbourhood,  and  are  defirous  of  con- 
fultiag  him  (/).  '    , 

(/)  The  following  quotation  from  "  Medical  Jurifpni- 
•*  dence,**  p.  89,  relates  to  public  duties  of  •another  kind 
snciunbent  on  Phyficians.  "  It  is  a  complaint  made  by 
•*  Coroners,  Magiftrates,  and  Judges  that  medical  Gen- 
*  tkmen  are  often  reluftant  in  the  performance  of  thofc 
••  o£Sces  required  from  them  as  citizens  qualified  by  pro- 
'•  fdSonal  knowledge  to  aid  the  execution  of  public  juf- 
•*  tioe*     Thefe  offices,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  are  generally 

•*  painful,  always  inconvenient,  and  occafion  an  interrup- 
••  tion  to  bufinefs  of  a  nature  not  to  be  eafily  appreciated 
•*  or  compenfated.  But  as  they  admit  of  no  fubftitution, 
."  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  appropriate  debts  to  the  com- 
"  munity,  which  neither  equity  nor  patriotifm  will  allow 

«  to  be  cancelled." 

*•  When  a  Phyfician  is  called  to  give  evidence,he  ftiould 
**  avoid  as  much  as  poffible  all  obfcure  and  technical 
**  terms,  and  the  unneceffary  difplay  of  medical  erudition. 
"  He  Should  alfo  deliver  what  he  advances  in  the  pureft 
"  and  moft  delicate  language  confident  with  the  nature 
"  of  the  fubjefl  in  queftion.'* 

The 
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The  proper  behaviour  of  a  Phyficlan  to  hi5 
competitors,  and  to  the  inferior  members  g[ 
the  medical  profeffion,    holds    a   prominent 
ftation  among  the  general  duties  which  he  has 
to  difcharge  in  the  common  courfe  of  his  prac- 
tice.    He  will  condudt  himfelf  to  all  of  them 
under  allcircumftances  onChriftian  principles; 
with  Chriftian  temper ;  and  with  a  fcrupulous 
regard  to  the  attentions  which  they  may  rea- 
fonably  expeft,  and  the  privileges  which  they 
may  juftly  claim,  in  confequence  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  fituations.     He  will  contend  with  his 
rivals  for  public  favour  openly  and  honourably^- 
,He  will  never  attempt  to  fupplant  them  by 
ungenerous  artifices  ;   by   fecret  obloquy ;  by 
publifliing  or  by  cunningly  aggravating  their 
miftakes ;  or  by  depreciating  their  eflimation 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  by  ridicule  of  their 
perfons,  charadlers, .  or  habits.     He  will  not 
ftrive  to  keep  exclufive  pofleffion  of  the  dift 
tridl  in  which  he  is  employed,  by  crufhing 
young  pra(9;itioner8,  who,  on  their  outfet  in 
life,  fix  themfelves  within  its  limits.     He  will 
not  be  led  by  pride  and  jealoufy  to  oppofe 
the  admiffion  of  other  Phyficians  to  a  joint 
Ihare  with  himfelf  in  the  fuperiiitendence  of 

hofpitals 


ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS,      tyi 

faofpitals  and  difpenfaries :  a  line  of  conduct 
the  more  to  be  reprobated,  as  it  not  only  pre- 
cludes deferving  men  from  obvious  and  fair 
fources  of  credit  and  improvement ;  but  at  th? 
fame  time  robs  the  charity  of  the  benefit  of 
their  afliftance,  and  perhaps  impairs  its  re- 
venues by  giving  rife  to  animofities  and  dif- 
feufions  among  its  fupporters.  Yet  as  he  will 
be  a  better  judge  of  the*  medical  abilities  pf 
candidates  for  admiffion  than  moft  of  the 
Governors  of  the  charity ;  it  is  his  duty,  not- 
withftanding  that  he  may  incur  the  rifk  of 
inifreprefentation,to  let  his  opinion  be  known, 
if  perfons  offer  themfelves  of  whofe  unfitnefs 
for  the  fituation  he  is  thoroughly  convinced. 
He  will  not  harbour  fentiments  of  envy  and 
hatred  towards  his  fortunate  antagonifts,  not 
even  if  they  are  called  in  by  his  own  former 
patients  [m) ;  nor  will  he  infultingly  triumph 
over  thofe  to  whom  he  is  himfelf  preferred. 
He  will  be  ready  to  meet  in  confultations,  with- 

(jm)  It  would  be  equally  unjuftifiable  to  feel  animofitjr 
0T  refentment  towards  thofe  individuals  on  account  of 
their  having  exercifed  their  indifputable  right  of  employ- 
ing a  new  Phyfician,  who  in  their  eftimation,  and  perhaps 
in  reality,  is  entitled  to  the  preference.      * 

out 
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out  being  influenced  by  private  diflike^by  an* 
tecedent  difputes,  or  by  other  perfonal  motives 
whatever,  any  Phyfician  for  whofe  advice  the 
lick  man  or  his  friends  may  be  folicitous; 
and,  while  he  carefully  examines  the  grounds 
of  his'  new  coadjutor's  opinion,  will  beware 
of  being  obftinately  fixed  in  his  own.  When 
fummoned  to  take  the  charge  of  a  cafe  which 
has  previoufly  been  in  other  hands,  he  will 
give  to  the  perfons  already  employed  the  cre- 
dit fairly  due  to  them :  he  will  judge  their 
proceedings  with  candour  and  impartiality, 
and  abflain  not  merely  from  deriding,  but  from 
neediefsly  cenfuring  or  expofing  their  defed^ 
And  if  his  exertions  fhould  finally  prove  more 
fuccefsful  than  theirs  have  been,  he  will  re^ 
member  that  the  method  of  treatment  purfued 
by  his  predeeeflbrs  may  yet  have  been  highly 
judicious,  or  at  all  events  worthy  of  trial,  at 
the  time  when  it  was  adopted  ;  and  that  the 
ineffedual  attempts  which  they  made,  and 
perhaps  the  errors  into  which  they  may  have 
fallen,  may  be  the  very  circumftances  which 
have  thrown  a  degree  of  light  on  the  malady 
fufficient  to  enable  him  to  cure  it.  He  will 
ftudy  to  preferve  that  amicable  intercourfe  be- 
tween 
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tween  his  medical  brethren  and  himfelf,  which 
may  lead  to  an  habitual,  free,  and  mutually 
beneficial  communication. of  interefting  fads, 
whibh  may  occur  to  them  in  the  circle  of  their 
praaice.  He  will  refrain  from  every  approach 
towards  obtrufive  interference  with  refpedt  tq 
a  cafe  already  under  the  management  of  an- 
other. And  if  extraordinary  or  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  in  any  inflance  lead  him  to 
conclude  on  mature  deliberation  that  fome  in- 
terference on  his  part  is  an  a6t  of  indifpenfable 
duty ;  he  will  difcharge  that  duty  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  refute,  if  it  be  poffible,  the  fufpi- 
cions  which  he  muft  expedt  to  incur  of  hav- 
ing been  impelled  by  felfifli  confiderations,  or 
by  other  motives  equally  unwarrantable.  He 
will  affift  his  competitors,  when  abfent  or  out 
of  health,  with  promptitude  and  with  evident 
difintereftednefs  ;  and  will  at  all  times  be  juft 
in  his  reprefentations  of  their  merits.  He  will 
not  attempt  to  bring  forward  ignorant  or  worth- 
lefs  Phyficians,  becaufe  they  happen  to  be  his 
relations  or  his  countrymen  ;''to  have  been  edu- 
cated at  the  fame  fchool  with  himfelf ;  to  have 
been  ftudents  at  the  fame  college ;  or  to  be  re- 
commended to  him  by  his  particular  friends.  He 

vol.  lit  N  will 
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will  not  entertain  abfurd  prejudices  againft  any 
of  his  rivals^  on  account  of  having  an  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  the  univerfity  from  vrhich  they 
received  their  degrees.  Nor  will  he  fcornfuUy 
exclude  from  all  the  privileges  of  fellowfhip 
intelligent  medical  praftitioners,  vvho  have  not 
been  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a  degree  from 
any  univerfity;  when  they  give  proofs  of  ac- 
tually poflefling  thofe  attainments,  of  which 
an  academical  education  is  confidered  as  the 
bafisy  and  a  degree  regarded  as  prefumptive 
evidence. 

To  poffefsthe  countenance  and  recommend- 
ation of  an  eminent  Apothecary  is  frequently 
of  no  fmall  fcrvice  to  a  Phyfician,  not  merely 
at  his  outfet  in  life,  but  even  when  he  is  efta* 
bliflied  in  pradice.  Hence  mean  and  inter- 
efted  men  have  been  known  to  refort  to  moft 
unworthy  methods  of  fecuring  this  afEftance. 
**  It  is  a  known  {n)  fadt,  that,  in  many  parts 
•*  of  Europe^  Phyficians  who  have  the  beft 
**  parts  and  beft  education  muft  yet  depend  for 
•*  their  fuccefs  in  life  upon  Apothecaries  who 

(«)  Gregory's  Lefturcs,  p.  45. 

"  have 
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^  have  no  pretenfions  either  to  the  one  or  to 
**  the  other;  and  that  this  obligation  is  too 
•*  often  repaid  ,by  what  every  one  who  is 
^  concerned  for  the  honour  of  medicine  muft 
*•  refied:  on  with  pain  and  indignation/'  la 
this  country,  it  may  be  prefumed,  examples 
of  Phyficians,  who  would  contradl  that  obli- 
gation on  the  terms  of  repaying  it  in  the 
manner  here  alluded  to,  or  in  any  fimilar 
way,  are  fo  rare  {o)^  that  it  is  unneceflary  to 
dwell  on  the  fubjed.  It  may  be  added,  how- 
ever, that  a  Phyfician  who  puflies  into  bufi- 
nels  ignorant  and  undeferving  Surgeons  and 
Apothecaries  from  motives  of  groundlefs  par- 
tiality, or  from  the  impulfe  of  private  friendfliip 
without  refped  to  perfonal  merit;  ads  a  part 
lefs  culpable  indeed  in  itfelf,  but  not  lefs  detri- 
mental to  the  public,  than  if  his  condud  had 
originated  in  a  fccret  underftanding  between 
himfelf  and  them,  founded  on  views  of  bafe 
and  fraudulent  advantage.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  to  employ  his  influence  with  his  pa- 

(tf)  Yet  It  is  faid  to  have  happened  more  than  once  in 
liOndon,  that  an  old  and  eftablifhed  Apothecary  has  re- 
ceived  half  of  a  Phyfician's  fees  in  return  for  his  indifcri* 
minate  recommendation. 

N  2  tients 
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tients  to  the  prejudice  of  fkilful  and  merito 
rious  men,  in  confequence  of  rafh  and  unges 
nerous  furmifes,  would  be  a  proceeding  highl]^ 
to  be  cohdemned  :  to  employ  it  thus  througk 
4  private  grudge  would  be  the  extreme  c4 
bafenefsi 

The  nature  o^  the  medical  ptofeflion  ad« 
mits  the  Phyfician  to  fuch  a  degree  of  private 
and  unrefenred  intercourfe  with  the  &milie» 
which  he  attends,  as  is  capable  either  of  being 
grofsly  abufed,  or  of  being  turned  to  purpo(e4 
of  great  and  general  utility.  If  he  divulget 
thofe  perfonal  weaknefles,  or  betrays  thoie  do- 
meftic  fecrets,  which  come  to  his  knowledge 
in  the  courfe  of  his  employment  j  if  he  bears 
tales  of  flander  from  houfe  to  houfe  j  if  he  fo*^ 
ments  quarrels  and  aggravates  mifunderftand^ 
ings;  he  is  deferving  of  feverer  cfenfure  than 
words  can  convey.  Whatever  he  witnefles 
humiliating  and  difgraceful  in  the  habitation 
of  one  patient,  he  fhould  wifh  to  forget  before! 
he  enters  that  of  another.  He  ought  to  watch 
for  opportunities,  and  embrace  them,  though 
with  prudence  yet  with  alacrity,  of  removing 
prejudices,  and  obviating  differences  between 

neighbours  j 
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neighbours  j  whether  arifing  from  private  dif- 
putes,  from  religious  bigotry,  or  from  the  vio- 
lence of  political  oppofition.  He  may  thus 
be  the  happy  inftrument  of  allaying  thofe 
mental  irritatiions,  which  difturb  focial  peace; 
and  confer  by  his  benevolent  mediation  a 
more  important  fervice  on  the  parties  whom 
he  leads  to  a  renewal  of  cordiality,  than  if  he 
had  relieved  them  by  his  fkill  from  an  afBi£ting 
bodily  difeafe.  He  may  alfo  contribute  to 
difiufe  jiift  fentiments  on  a-  great  variety  of 
fubjeds,  and  to  excite  a  tafte  for  ufeful  and 
liberal  knowledge  among  thofe  with  whom  he 
}s  in  habits  of  familiarity  as  a  friend  or  as  a 
Phyfician,  by  ftudying  to  render  his  conver- 
iation  generally  improving ;  by  difcreetly  in- 
troducing topics  adapted  for  calm  and  rational 
difcuflion  j  and  by  occafionally  bringing  for- 
ward without  parade  or  oftentation  fadbs  in 
natural  hiftory  and  difcoveries  in  fcience,  fuf-? 
ficiently  interefting  to  awaken  the  curiofity  of 
his  hearers,  yet  not  fo  abftrufe  as  to  perplex 
their  underftandings. 

Finally,  let  the  Phyfician  fcrupuloufly  con- 
tinue to  avoid,  when  he  feels  himfelf  firmly 

N  3  eftablifhed 
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efUblifhed  in  pradice,    every  *  reprehenfible 
proceeding,  either  with  refpe<D:  to  gaining  em-^ 
pl^yment,  or  condud^ing  himfelf  in  it,  which 
he  conceived  it  right  to  fliun  when  he  firft 
offered  himfelf  to  the  world  ;  and  with  equal 
care  perfift  in  cultivating  every  good  quality 
by  which  he  was  originally  defirous  of  recom-? 
mending  himfelf.     Let  him  confider  himfelf 
through  life  as    a   learner ;  ^and  inftead   of 
refting  fatisfied  with  a  tolerable  knowledge  o^ 
the  common  routine  of  difeafes  and  prefcrip* 
tions,  endeavour  to  accumulate  every  year  ^ 
new  fund  of  profeflional  information.     And 
let  him  not   forget  the  wife  advice  of  the 
poet, 

«<  Solve  fencfccntcm  mature  fanus  equum,  ne 
"  Pcccct  ad  extremum/* 

Let  him  refign  his  pofl  in  time  to  his  fucceflbrs; 
and  not  ftrive  in  the  wane  of  his  ftreneth 
and  faculties  to  retain  the  practice,  which 
habit  and  old  conneiStions  may  perhaps  caufe 
to  continue  with  him,  long  after  the  period 
.  when  it  ought  to  have  been  voluntarily  ^©r 
dined  by  himfelf, 

IV.  It 
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IV.  It  remains  briefly  to  mention  the  pur* 
fuits  and  occupations,  to  which  thg  leifure 
hours  of  the  Phyfician  may  with  peculiar 
propriety  be  devoted* 

That  general  acquaintance  with  works  of 
literature  unconnefted  with  medical  improve- 
ment, which  is  naturally  expeAed  in  men  of 
liberal  educations  and  cultivated  minds,  is  by 
no  means  to  be  neglected  by  him.  But  I  allude 
at  prefent  to  thofe  ftudies  which  are  more 
nearly  allied  to  his  profeffion.  He  will  now 
he  able  to  gratify  to  a  confiderable  extent 
that  paflion  for  chemical,  botanical,  and  n>i- 
neralogical  enquiries,  that  third  fpr  philofo*- 
phical  acquifitions,  tljat  eagernefs  to  tr^ce  the 
properties  of  bodies  and  th^  laws  of  mature 
by  a  chain  of  fcieijtific  experiments,  which 

« 

prudence  and  more  prefling  d^tiejs  may  have 
forbicjdea  him  to  indulge  in  the  earlier  period 
of  his  life^  If  he  always  bears  in  mind  that 
the  value  of  knpwledge  is  proportioned  to 
Its  practical  utility :  he  will  confequently  be 
folicitous  to  render  all  his  attainments  fubfef- 
vient  to  the  happinefs  of  others  as  well  as  to 
his  own.     This  leading  defire  of  promoting 

N  4  the 
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the  glory  of  God  by  contributing  to  the  wel- 
fare of  man  will  induce  him  to  communicate 
to  the  public,  through  fome  proper  channel 
feleded  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
occafiion,  and  with  that  perfpicuous  fimplicity 
of  flyle  which  befits  didadic  writing,  every  be- 
neficial difcovery  at  which  he  may  have  arrived 
cither  in  the  courfe  of  his  private  ftudies  or 
of  his  profeflional  employment.  He  will  not 
fubjedt  himfelf,  by  committing  his  thoughts  to 
the  profs  without  fufEcient  previous  enquiry, 
to  the  charge  of  purloining  the  difcoveries  of 
others  ;  nor  of  being  vain  of  communicating 
what  is  either  unworthy  of  notice,  or  as  yet 
but  feebly  and  imperfectly  developed,  or  haf- 
tily  inferred  from  few  and  inadequate  trials. 
In  the  recital  of  fafts  he  will  not  negledk  to 

ftate  every  thing  fairly  and  fully,  as  well 
what  feems  to  corroborate  the  conclufion 
which  he  deduces,  as  thofe  things  which 
appear  indifferent,  or  militate  againfl  it  j  nor 
will  he  artfully  throw  the  latter  circumflances 
into  fliadow,  while  he  brings  forward  the 
former  into  the  flrongefl  light*  If  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  thing  which  he  has  done,  or 
of   any  thing  which   he  has  publifhed,    he 

ihould 
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ihould  find  himfelf  driveir  into  a  contro- 
Tcrfy.;  let  him.  condudt  the  literary  warfare 
with  becoming  temper.  Let  him  neither  dif- 
play  nor  feel  bicternefs  towards  his  antagonift : 
let  him  overlook  and  freely  forgive  any  acri- 
mony which  may  chance  to  be  manifefte'd  to- 
wards himfelf.  By  fupporting  his  own  argu- 
ments, while  he  thinks  them  juft,  without 
being  dogmatical ;  and  by  candidly  giving 
them  up,  when  he  finds  them  erroneous ;  let 
him  Ihew  that  he  is  lefs  anxious  for  vi<9:ory 
than  for  the  elucidation  of  truth. 

The  Medical  Journals  of  eminence  publifhed 
m  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  thofe  eftablifhed 
in  his  own,  will  properly  engage  his  atten- 
tion. From  the  one  and  the  other  he  will 
probably  derive  very  important  affiftance  in 
the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Phyfician. 
Particular  caution  however  may  be  requifite 
in  the  pradical  application  of  the  intelligence 
which  he  gains  from  the  former  fource  ;  as 
rertiedies  and  modes  of  treatment  which  are 
crowned  with  fuccefs  in  one  country,  may 
prove  by  no  means  fuited  to  patients  who  live 

in 
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in  another  climate,  and  in  very  diflferent  habits 
of  life. 

By  taking  an  aftlve  part  in  promoting  and 
fuperintending  ufeful  medical  inilitutions,  a 
Phyfician  may  render  effential  fervices  to  the 
community.  To  his  zeal  and  induftry  may 
be  owing  the  ereftion  or  the  good  manage* 
ment  of  hofpitals,  of  difpenlaries,  of  afylums 
for  lunatics  (j&),  and  the  eftablifliment  of  fo- 
cities  for  the  relief  of  decayed  members  of 
the  fnedical  profeflion,  their  widows,  and  their 
orphans.  His  exertions  however  ought  to 
be  condudled  with  fuch  prudence  and  can- 
dour, as  to  make  it  evident  to  every  impartial 
obferver  that  they  are  not  prompted  by  vanity 
or  interefted  views ;  but  refult  entirely  from 
an  earneft  wifh  to  relieve  the  diftrefles  of  the 
afflidied,  and  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
the  fcience  of  medicine  in  all  its  branches* 

(p)  It  is  one  of  die  offices  of  a  Phyfician  to  vilitj  when 
required  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the  diftrift,  private  houfes 
liccnfed  for  the  reception  of  infane  patient?,  and  to  report 
tlie  ftate  of  them.  In  drawing  up  thofe  reports  impartiality 
ind  plain^dealing  are  indifpenfablc  duties. 

To 
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To  the  poor,  as  already  has  been  intimated, 
his  charitable  aid    fhould    be  cheerfully  ex- 
tended, not  only  when  they  are  brought  before 
him  by  means  of  public  inftitutions,  or  are 
recommended  to  his  care  in  the  courfc  of  his 
diilant  circuits ;  but  whenever  the  vicinity  of 
their  refidence  to  his  own  gives  them  a  pecu- 
liar claim   on    his    cdmpaflion,  and   enables 
him  at  a  very  fmall  expenditure  of  time  and 
trouble  to   confer   many  an  important  and 
durable  benefit.     The  laft  mentioned  objeft 
will  in  moft  fituations  be  attained  with  the 
Utmofl  poflible  enlargement  of  the  numbers 
of  thofe  who  confult  him,  as  well  as  with  the 
greateft  convenience  to  himfelf,    by.  fetting 
apart  an  appointed  time  in  every  week  for 
giving  gratuitous  advice  for  the  indigent.  Per- 
haps too  he  may  in  fome  cafes  have  it  in  his 
power,  in  conjundiori  with  a  few  friends  as 
liberal  as   himfelf,    to  carry  the  exercife  of 
benevolence  ftill  farther,  by  fupplying  medi- 
cines to  thofe,  who  from  their  extraordinary 
poverty  or  fingular  diforders  are  entitled  to 
more  than  ufual  pity ;    and   who   have  not 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  relief  from  dif- 
penfaries  or  hofpitals.     And  in  other  cafes, 

,    by 
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by  recommending  the  diftrefTed  poor  to  the 
attention  of  the  opulent  in  their  neighbouiw 
hood,  he  may  procure  them  neceflaries  and 
comforts  which  otherwife  they  never  would 
have  poffeffed,  and  to  which  they  may  owe 
their  recovery. 

There  are  various  other  ways  in  which  a 
Phyfician  may  contribute  to  the  prefervatioa 
and  improvement  of  the  public  health.  One 
of  the  moft  obvious  and  efficacious  method^ 
is  ftudioufly  to  avail  himfelf  of  thofe  oppor- 
tunities, which  his  profeflSonal  employment 
affords,  of  imparting  ufeful  information  to 
Apothecaries,  Throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom Apethecaries  are  the  Phyficians  of  the 
lower  claffes  of  fociety  in  almoft  every  com- 
plaint; and,  except  in  the  metropolis  and  fome 
few  other  towns  peculiarly  circumftanced, 
execute  the  fame  office  to  the  higher  claffes 
in  all  diforders  not  very  alarming.  It  is 
therefore  of  the  higheft  confequence  that  they 
Ihould  be  thoroughly  competent  to  perform 
the^  tafk  which  is  affigned  to  them.  And  each 
Phyfician  may  continually  add  to  the  know- 
ledge of  thofe  with  whom  he  is  converfant, 

4  not 
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not  only  by  fully  explaining  to  them  his  ideas 
Irefpe^ting  every  cafe  in  which  they  are  em-, 
ployed  together;  but  likewife  by  fuggefting 
land  occafionally  lending  to  them  in{lru6;ivQ 
|>opks ;  and  by  apprifing  them  of  new  modes 
of  praftice,   and  new  difcoveries  as  to  me-* 
dicines^  of  which  ^  had  it  not  been  for  his 
cotdLmunication,  they  might  never  have  heard^ 
and  without  the  authority  of  his  recommend^^ 
ation  would   never   have  ventured  to  make 
tinai*     A  Phyfician  may  alfo  fave  may  lives 
by   devifmg   and   rendering   public  falutary 
precautions,  by  which  the  health  and  con- 
Ititutions  of  artifans,  who  work  in  Utiwhole- 
feme  manufactures,  may  be  preferved ;  and 
by  turning  his  attainments  in  chemiftry  and 
bther  branches  of  fcience  to  the  invention  of 
hew  procefles  equal  or  fuperiot  in  point  of 
chea]pnefs  and  utility  to  thofe  at  prefent  in 
ufe>  4nd  free  from  all  noxious  influence  on 
thofe  who   condu6t  them.     The  cuftom   of 
burying  in  churches,  which  among  other  bad 
tonCequences  is  frequently  deemed  an  infu- 
p6rable  obftacle  to  the  introdudion  of  fires 
,  into  thofe  edifices  ;  and  thus  occafions  the  air 
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to  be  retained  in  fo  cold  and  damp  a  ftdte  ai 
to  deter  maiiy  infirm  people  ftom  attending 
divine  worfhip  in  fevere  feafons,  and  to  ea* 
danger  the  health  of  more  ;  might  perhaps  be 
reflrided  by  the  united  efforts  of  medicd 
men  to  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  ufe  of 
leaden  coffins,  or  of  other  means  equally 
effedual,  prevents  the  efcape  of  contaminated 
vapBur. 

The  opinion  of  a  Phyfician  of  chara£tef 
frequently  determines  the  place  and  mode  9I 
ftudy  for  young  men  deftined  for  the  medicil 
profeffion.      He  1^0  is   confulted .  on  theJfo  . 
points  ought  to    refledl  how  materially  the 
advice  which  he  gives  may  affed  the  advaiH* 
tage  of  the  other  party  during  life  j  and  ^ 
vefting  himfelf  of  prejudices  which  he  may 
have  contraGed  in  favour  of  the  feminarj 
where  he  was  educated,  a  feminary  now  pcN  • 
haps  much  degenerated,  or  for  the  courfe  of 
ftudy  which  he  purfued  there,  a  courfe  which    j 
experience  may  fince  have  fhewa  to  be  iB 
arranged  and  defedive  j  let  him  give  an  honeft. 
preference  to  that  fituation  atid  that  methdd 

of 
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)f  proceeding,  which  he  deems  under  exift- 
ng  circumftances  the  heft  calculated  for  the 
idvantage  of  the  ftudent. 

The  charge  of  infidelity  and  contempt  of  re- 
igion  has  often  been  alleged  againft  the  medi- 
cal profeffion.  This  imputation  is  ftrenuoufly 
"epelled  by  Dr.  Gregory.  "  Medicine,'*  he 
Aferves  (y),  "  of  all  profeflions  fhould  be  the 

*  leaft  fufpedled  of  leading  to  impiety.     An 

*  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  na- 

*  ture  elevates  the  mind  to  the  moft  fublime 

*  conceptions  of  the  Supreme  Being  ;  and  at 

*  the  fame  time  dilates  the  heart  with  the  moft 
*■  pleafing  profpeds  of  Providence.     The  dif- 

*  ficulties  that  muft  neceflarily  attend  all  deep 

*  enquiries  into  a  fubjefl:  fo  difproportionate 

*  to  the  human  faculties,  fliould  not  be  ex- 
•*  peeled  to  furprife  a  Phyfician ;  who  in  his 
**  daily  practice  is  involved  in  perplexity  and 
^*  darknefs,  even  in  fubjedts  expofed  to  the 
•*  examination  of  his  fenfes/^  This  charge 
taay  have  been  made  on  partial  and  infufBcient 
grounds ;  but  the  exiftence  of  it  fhould  excite 

{q)  Leftures,  p.  62.  * 

the 
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the,  efforts  of  every  confcientlous  Phyficiaa  to 
refcue  himfelf  from  the  general  fligma.  It 
fhould  ftimulate  him,  not  to  affeA  a  fenfe  of 
religion  which  he  does  not  entertain ;  but 
openly  to  avow  that  which  he  adiually  feels* 
And  it  gives  additional  force  to  thofe  reafons 
which  ought  to  impel  the  Phyfician,  in  com* 
mon  with  other  men,  to  employ  an  adequate 
portion  of  his  leifure  in  ftudying  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  making  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  external  and  internal  evidences  of 
Chriftianity  (r). 

If  the  charge  be  in  fome  meafure  true,  it 
is  of  importance  to  the  Phyfician  to  afcertaia 
the  caufes  from  which  the  fadt  has  originated, 
that  he  may  be  the  more  on  his  guard  againft 
their  influence.  The  following  circumftances 
may   not    have  been   without  their  weight. 

(r)  The  charge  in  queftion  is  not  peculiar  to  Great 
B^tain.  A  French  Gentleman  of  much  information  faid 
to  me  very  lately :  **  Je  ne  fais  s'il  en  eft  de  m&ne  de$ 
<*  Medeeins  en  Angleterre  comme  des  Medecins  de 
*^  France*  La  pli^part  dcs  Medecins  de  France  n'ont 
<<  point  de  religion.  lis  ne.croyent  ni  en  rimmortalite 
<<  de  Tame,  ni  en  Dieu.'' 

They 
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They  who  are  aocuftomed  to  deep  refearches 
into  any  branch  of  philofdphical  fcience ;  and 
find  themfelves  able  to  explain  to  their  own 
fatisfadion  almoft  every  phenomenon,  and  to 
account,  as  they  apprehend,  for  almoft  every 
effed,  by  what  are  termed  natural  caufes  i 
are  apt  to  acquire  extravagant  ideas  of  the  fuf- 
ficiency  of  human  reafon  on  all  fubje£ts  :*  and 
thus  learning  to  doubt  the  neceflity,  become 
prejudiced  againft  the  belief,  of  divine  reve- 
lation. In  the  next  place,  they  who  juftly 
difclaim  the  empire  of  authority  in  medical 
theories,  may  carelefsly  proceed  to  regard  reli- 
gious dodlrines  as  theories  refting  bn  no  other 
foundation,  and  deferving  of  no  better  fate. 
Thirdly,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  men  m*y  be 
divided  into  two  diftinft  clafles,  with  refpedl 
to  the  fort  of  teftimony  on  which  they  receive 
truths  of  any  kind.  They  who  are  chiefly  ad- 
diiSled  toinveftigationsand  reafonings  founded 
on  analogy,  look  primarily  and  with  extreme 
partiality  to  that  fpecies  of  evidence;  and  if 
the  thing  afferted  appears  contrary  to  the  com- 

toon  courfe  of  nature,  more  efpecially  if  it 
militates  againft  any  theory  *f  their  own  j(and 
fuch  perfons  are  much  difpofed  to  theorife), 
they  are  above  meafure  reludant  to  admit  the 
VOL*  II.  O  reality 
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reality  of  it ;  and  withhold  their  aflent  until 
fuch  a  numher  of  particular  proofs^  incapable 
of  being  refolved  into  fraud  or  mifconception, 
is  produced,  as  would  have  been  far  more  than 
fuflicient  to  convince  [s)  an  unbiaffed  under- 
ftanding.     Whereas  other  men,  little  ufed  lb 

analogical  enquiries,  look  not  around  for  fudi 

«       if 

(s)  Thus,  before  the  qualities  of  the  mngnet  were  known 
In  this  country^  if  a  traveller  had  reported  that  he  had 
fecn  a  mineral  endued  with  tlie  property  of  attrafting  iron, 
and  of  giving  it  a  perm«uicnt  tendency  to  point  towards 
the  north  pole  ;  a  perfon  •  ufed  to  argue  very  much  firom 
analogy  would  probably  Iiave  at  once  declared  tlic  aflertioa 
abfurd  and  incredible  :  and  lavinij  verv  unreafoiiable  ftit& 
on  the  total  abfence  of  any  fmiilar  property  in  other, mi- 
nerals, would  have  remained  unmoved  by  evidence,  which 
would  juftlv  have  been  fatisfactorv  to  a  mind  accuftomed 
to  eilimate  the  credit  due  to  particular  facts  chiefly  by  their 
own  independent  proof*. 

Of  the  effect  of  the  fort  of  prejudice  under  confideration 
no  example  can  be  produced  fo  truly  Turpriting,  as  Mr. 
Hume's  celebrated,  I  had  almoil  laid  childiiii,  argument 
igainll  the  credibility  of  miracles  5  an  argun'jcut  according 
to  which  the  firil  account  of  an  eclinfe  of  the  fun,  of  the 
appearance  of  a  comet,  of  the  eruption  of  a  volcano,  in 
ihort  of  any  phrjnomcnon  which  had  not  antecedently  been 
known  to  occur  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  ought  necclTarily 
to  have  been  deemed  unworthy  of  the  llighteil  credit,  how- 
ever fttoYigly  atteUed  \  and  the  averred,  facts  tv^  have  beeii 
pronounced  incapable  cf  brii^tr  proved  by  any  tefi:imony 
whatever. 

teftimpny 
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teftimony  either  in  fupport  or  in  refutation  of 
an   extraordinary   circumftarice    affirmed    to 
them  ;  but  readily  give  credit  to  the  fad  on  its 
own  diftinft  proofs,  or  from  confidence  in  the 
veracity  and  difcemment  of  the  relator.     It  is 
evident  that  Phyficians  are  to  be  ranked  in  the 
dafs  firft  defcribed,  and  are  confequently  liable 
to  its  prejudices.     And  it  is  equally  evident 
that  thofe  prejudices  v\rill  render  all  on  whom 
they  faften  particularly  averfe  to  recognife  the 
truth  of  miracles  ;  and  will  probably  prevent 
them  from  examining  with  impartiality  the 
evidence  of  a  religion  founded  on  miracles, 
and  perhaps  from  examining  it  at  all.  Fourth- 
ly ;  to  the  preceding  circumftances  muft  be 
added  the  negledi  of  divine  worfhip  too  cuf- 
tomary  among  perfons  of  the  medical  pVofel- 
fibh.     This  negledt  feems  to  have  contributed 
not  only  to  excite  and  ftrengthen  the  opinion 
of  their  fcepticifm  and  infidelity  ;  but  fpme- 
times  to  produce  fcepticifm  and  infidelity  it- 
felf.     For  it  is  a  natural  progrefs,  that  he  who 
habitually  difregards  the  public  duties  of  reli- 
^on,{hould  fbon  omit  thofe  which  are  private; 
fliould  fpeedily  begin  to  wifli  that  religion  may 
not  be  true;   (hould  then  proceed  to  doubt  its 
truth ;  and  at  length  (hould  difbelieve  it.  ,    '^ 

O  2  It' 
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It  muft  be  admitted  that  the  Phyfician  is 
precluded  by  the  nature  of  his  occupation  from 
the  regular  performance  of  public  religious 
duties.     His  time  is  not  at  his  own  difpofal; 
he  is  liable  every  moment  to  calls,  which  will 
not  admit  of  denial  or  delay ;  and  he  knows 
from  unqueftionable  authority  that  *'  tacrcy 
"  is  better  than  facrifice."     But  there  is  great 
danger,    even  if  his  faith  remain  unfliaken, 
that  the  impoffibility  at  one  time  of  attendix^ 
at   church,  and  at  another   the  uncertainty 
whether,  if  he  goes  thither,  he  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  there  unto  the  conclufion 
of  the  fervice,  may  lead  him  unawares  into 
a  habit  of  abfenting  himfelf  altogether  from 
public    worfhip.       At  any  rate  it  is  in  his 
power,  and  it  is  manifeftly  his  duty,  to  em- 
brace all  opportunities  which  find  him  difen- 
gaged  i  and  fo  to  contrive  the  arrangement 
of   his    vifits    on  Sundays,    if   the  fituation 
of  his  patients  will, permit,  as  to  leave  him. 
felf  fufficient  fpace  in  the  former  or  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  day  to  unite  with  his  fellow 
Chriftians  in  prayers  and  praifes  to  his  Maker. 
And  let  him  not  be  deterred  by  an  apprehen- 
/lon,  which,  if  it  were  not  fomctimes  avowed, 
would   not  have    fcemed  worthy   of   being 

noticed  j 
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noticed ;  that  he  may  probably  be  fuppofed 
to  have  come  to  church  with  the  hope,  or  with 
the  premeditated  defign,  of  being  fummoned 
away  in  the  face  of  the  congregation,  and 
of  thus  augmenting  t}ie  i^ea  of  his  bulinefs 
and  importance.  His  general  charadler  and 
condu(ft  muft  be  already  defpicable,  if  they 
will  not  exempt  him,  in  proportion  as  they 
are  known,  from  the  fufpicion  of  fuch  difli* 
inulation. 

Finally,  let  not  the  Phyfician  hefitate, 
through  a  fervile  or  avaricious  fear  of  offend- 
ing fome  of  his  patients,  and  lofing  their 
future  employment,  to  take  an  active  and 
fteady,  but  temperate  part  in  any  local  or 
public"  bulinefs  which  may  arife,  when  his 
confcieiice  tells  him'  that  he  ought  to  ftand 
forward.  The  members  of  every  profeffion 
have  their  trials,  and  are  called  upon  at  times 
to  make  their  peculiar  facrificcs.  And  he  who 
flirinks  back  when  put  to  the  proof,  may  ad- 
vance perhaps  fome  of  his  petty  interefts  of 
the  moment ;  but  he  advances  them  at  the 
expence  of  Chriftian  duty. 


O3 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS  ENGAGED  IN 

TRADE  AND  BUSINESS. 

The  perfons,  to  whom  this  chapter  is  in- 
tended principally  to  refer,  arc  bankers,  mer- 
chants, fadors  or  agents,  and  manufafturers. 

The  method  which  will  be  purfued  is  the 
following.  Thofe  general  principles  of  moral 
obligation,  which  may  obvioufly  be  applied  to 
men  engaged  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
employments,  will  be  fluted  and  enforced  in 
the  firfl  place.  And  in  a  fubfequent  confider- 
ation  of  each  of  thofe  four  employments  ia 
its  turn,  the  bearing  of  fome  of  thefe  principles 
on  the  condu<5  of  men  occupied  in  it  will  be 
illullrated ;  and   fuch  particular  obfervations 

will  be  introduced  as,  in  confequcnce  of  their 
referring  to  circumftanccs^  chiefly  or  exclu- 
fivcly  pertaining  to  one  of  the  profeflions» 
could  not  be  diftinftly  advanced  in  the  preli- 
minar}'  remarks. 

The 
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The  leading  purpofes  which  trade  and  com-» 
merce,  and  canfequently  every  bufinefs  an(^ 
profcffion  which  exifts  by  being  fubfidiary-to 
them,  appear  deftined  by  the  will  of  Provi- 
dence to  anfwer,  are  to  promote  the  cultivation 
of  the  earth  ;  to  call  forth  into  ufe  its  hidden 
treafiires;  to  excite  and  fharpen  the  inventive 
induftry  of  man  ;  to  unite  the  whole  humai> 
race  in  bon4s  of  fraternal  connedlion ;,  to 
augment  their  comforts  and  alleviate  their 
wants  by  an  interchange  of  commodities  fu- 
perfluous  to,  the  original  pofleflbrs ;  to  open  a 
way  for  the  progrefs  of  civilization,  for  the 
diffufion  of  learning,  for  the  extenfion  of  fci- 
ence,  for  the  reception  of  Chriftianity ;  and 
thus  to  forward  that  ultimate  end,  to  which 
all  the  defigns  and  difpenfatlons  of  God,  like 
rays  converging  to  a  central  point,  feem  evi- 
dently directed,  the  increafe  of  the  fum  of 
general  happinefs. 

Nations  and  individuals,  in  planning  or 
executing  commercial  undertakings,  rarely  en- 
large their  views  beyond  the  fphere  of  their 
own  immediate  advanta'ge.  The  ufual  obje£t 
even  of  good  governments  in  encouraging 

O^  4  tradq 
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trade  is  merely  to  replenifh  the  public  coffers, 
to  ftrengthen  the  national  marine,  and  thus  to 
render  the  date  formidable  to  rival  powers. 
The  aim    of  the   individual  in  pulhing  his 
traffic  is  commonly  limited  to  the  acquifition 
of  fubfiflence,  wealth,  and  eminence,  for  him* 
felf  and  his  family.     Yet  while  the  Govern- 
ment is  attending  folely  to  national  intereft, 
and  the  individual  to  private  emolument ;  they 
will  in  mod  cafes  manifeftly  promote,  however 
unintentionally,  the  divine  plan  of  univerfal 
good.     But  when  a  Legiflature  fandions,  and 
a  fubje£t  pra£tifes,  a  branch  of  trade  which, 
though  not  unjuft  and  immoral  in  itfelf,  has 
an  obvious  tendency  to  diminiih  human  hap-^ 
pinefs  i  being  bound  not  only  to  obferve  the 
ftri<a  principles  of  juftice,    but    likewife   to 
evince  their  regard  to  the  dictates  of  bene- 
volence by  adverting  to  the  probable  effefiks 
of  their  condu3,  they  aft  in  oppofition  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  are  in  confequence  highly 
criminal.     Such,  it  is   poflible,   may  be  the 
cafe,    even    where  the  traffic  is   chargeable 
with  no  violation  of  probity  and  fair  dealing ; 
as  the  working  of  fome  of  the  unwholefome 
mines  in  the  Spanifh  provinces  in  America, 
and  perhaps  the  carrying  on  of  fome  domeftic 

I  manu- 
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xiianufa6:ures  in  a  manner  deeply  pernicious  to 

the  health  and  morals  of  the  perfons  employed 
in  them.  But  it  commonly  happens  that  a  trade, 
adverfe  in  its  nature  to  the  good  of  mankind^in- 
volves  likewife  the  pofitive  guilt  of  fraud  and 
rapine.     And  for  the  evils  rfefulting  from  its 
known  tendency,  as  well  as  for  thofe  pofitive 
crimes,  all  who  encourage  its  continuance,  while 
they  are  confcious  of  its  guilt,  becondii&  in  ^ 
greater  or  a  lefs  degree  rfefponfible.     The  Go- 
vernment which  fhall  allow  its  fubjefts  to  con- 
tinue the  Have  trade,  now  that  its  nature  and 
effefis  are  thoroughly  underftood ;  the  merchant 
who  (hall  fit  out  the  fhip;  the  captain  who  fhall 
command  it ;  the  manufadurer  who  fhall  fur- 
nifii  it  with  manacles  and  fetters ;  will  have  to 
anfwer,  each  according  to  the  juft  fcale  of  divine 
retribution,  not  merely  for  the  blood  fpilled  and 
the  iniquities  committed  on  the  coaft  of  Africa; 
but  for  the  general  mifery,  the  blindnefs,  and 
the  barbarifm  created  and  upheld  by  a  traffic 
repugnaht  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
juftice,  and  bidding  defiance  both  to  the  fpirit 
and  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity  [a). 

Enlarged 

(tf)  The  late  difcuffions  refpe£ling  the  aboKtion  of  the 

ilave  trade  have  apprized  the  public  of  the  baneful  efFecEls 

which 
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Enlarged  and  liberal  principles  of  commerce 
are  thofe  which  promife  to  a  ftate,  in  prop(»w 
tion  as  they  are  obferyed  in  its  intercourfe 

with 

which  have  been  produced  on  the  happinefs  and  charader 

of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  by  the  intercourfe  which  we 

have  hitherto  carried  on  with  them.  There  is  equal  reafon 

to  conclude  from  feveral  publications,  efpecially  from  a  re^ 

cent  work  by  Mr.  Long,  entitled,  "Voyages  andTnifdi 

"  of  an  Indian  Interpreter  and  Trader,"  tliat  our  traffic 

with  the  natives  of  North  America  has  both  thinned  thdr 

numbers  and  grievoufly  depraved  their  morals,  by  inftrud- 

ing  them  in  European  vices,  and  particularly  by  infpiring 

them  with  an  immoderate  paflion  for  rum.     With  thi^ 

pernicious   liquor  our  traders,  I  believe,  firft   rendered 

them  acquainted ;  and  on  every  occafion  they  now  take 

advantage  of  the  pafSon  of  the  Indians  for  it,  fumifliii^ 

them  with  it  in  abundance,  either  as  an  article  of  barter 

for  their  peltry,  or  more  frequently  as  a  bribe  to  gain 

their  cuftom ;  regardlefs  not  only  of  the  diftant  confe- 

quences,   but  of  the  immediate  phrcnfy  and  bloodihed 

which  it  produces.     Of  the  latter  efFefts  I  (hall  briefly 

(late  fome  inftances  from  Mr.  Long,  taking  them  in  the 

order  in  which  they  occur  in  this  work.     **  The  Indians 

**  generally  do  mifchief  when  tliey   are  intoxicated — On 

**  this  occafion,  with  tlic  rum  we  gave  them  they  conti- 

«<  nued  in^a  ftate  of  inebriety  three  days  and  nights;  during 

"  M*hichyn?//V  they  killed  four  cf  tkcir  own  party ^^   P*  49* 

— <^  A  fkirniifli  happened  among  the  Indians,  in  'which 

**  three  vien  tvere  hlled  and  two  ivoundedy  after  a  dreadful 

*<  fcciic  of  riot  and  confuCon  occafioncd  by  the  baneful 

«  eflfeas 
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with  Others,  the  greateft  natioaal  advantages ; 

.» 

and  hold  out  a  pi*ofpe<3:  no  lefs  flattering,  of 
accelerating  the  improvement  and  augmenting 

the 

"  cffe£ts  of  rum."  p.  50.— «"  The  rum  being*  taken  from 
<*  my  houfe  was  carried  to  their  wigwaum,  and  they  began 
"  to  drink.  The  frolic  bfted  four  days  and  nights ;  and 
^  notwithftanding  all  our •  precaution  (in  fecuripg  their 
^<  guns,  knives>  and  tomahawks)  two  boys  were  lulled  and 
**  fix  men  wounded  by  three  Indian  women  ;  one  of  their  chiefs 
**  dfo  was  murdered.  On  the  fifth  day  they  were  all  fob^, 
^  and  expreffed  great  forrow  for  their  conduti,  lamenting 
"  ,bittcrly  the  lofs  of  their  friends."  p.  56. — "  I  found  the 
w  favages  both  m^n  and  women  completely  drunk ; '  (with 
rum  given  to  them  by  Mr.  Shaw,  a  tradet;)  "  the  whole 
"  formed  the  moft  dreadful  fcene  of  confufion  I  had  ever 
"  beheld;  there  was  alfo  an  old  Indian  dnd  his  mother  lying 
'<  dead  upon  the  fnow."  p.  64. — *^  Another  band  brought 
**  dried  meats,  &c.  &c.  which  I  purchafed,  giving  them 
*'  rum,  as  ufualy  with  which  they  got  intoxicated.  In  this 
^^  frolic  one  woman  was  hilled^  and  a  boy  terribly  burnt ^^  p.  85. 
^— .<<  I  traded  for  their  Ikins  and  furs,  and  gave  them 
"  fome  rum,  with  which  they  had  a/ro/ir,  which  lafted 
"  for  three  days  and  nights ;  on  this  occafionjf v^  men  were 
.  "  lulled^  and  one  woman  dreadfully  burnt ^^  p.  104.-^**  I  gave 

"  them  two  kegs  of  rum,  &c.  for  their  peltry.  They  then 

**  began  to  frolic  ^  which  continued  three  days  and  nights; 

"  the  only  accident  which  happened  was  to  a  little  child  whofc 

**  back nvas  broken  by  its  mother ^  p.  ill. 
Mr.  Long  repeatedly  notices  the  fuccefs  which  attended 

the  efforts  of  the  French,  while  in  poffeffion  of  Canada,  to 

convert 
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the.  happinefs  of  the  whole  earth.  It  is  not 
however  my  province  to  difcuiV  them.  They 
properly  fall  under  the  inveftigation  of  wr/icrs 

convert  fcvcral  tribes  of  Indians  to  Chriftianity.  I  fhould 
have  rejoiced  to  find  him  beftowing  (imilar  commenda- 
tions on  the  Englifii.  But  he  fays,  p.  3 1.  "  With  regard 
<<  to  thofe  Indians  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  the  fo- 
"  ciety  of  Englifli  traders,  and  even  preachers,  forry  am  I 
**  to  obfervc  it,  their  fentiments,  manners,  and  pra£iices, 
•*  are  very  different.  The  alteration  is  manifeftly  for  the 
**  worfe ;  they  have  become  more  degenerate  5  and  have 
««  added  to  the  turbulence  of  paflions  unfubdued  by  reafon 
**  the  %4ces  of  lying  and  fwearing,  which  unfortunately 
««  they  have  learned  from  us."  The  conclufion  of  the 
fame  chapter  contains  a  fpeech  of  an  Indian  chief  to  a 
Britifh  governor  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  highly 
difgraceful,  if  founded  on  faQs,  to  the  preachers  of  that 
time ;  but  I  truft  that  the  charge  was  even  then  ovcr- 
ftrained.  I  add  with  pleafure,  that  the  reports  of  the 
London  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  give  juft 
ground  to  believe  that  the  labours  of  their  mifiionaries 
have  in  many  inftanccs  been  fuccefsful  among  the  Indiaus, 
efpecially  among  the  Mohawks. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  long  note  without  exprefSng  my 
hope  that  Great  Britain  will  fpeedily  difccrn  it  to  be  her 
indifpenfable  duty  to  make  her  commercial  intercourfc 
with  Indoftan,  and  her  immcnfe  territorial  potfclTions  in 
that  country,  the  means  of  attempting,  on  a  much  larger 
fcale  than  has  hitherto  been  tried,  to  introduce  the 
Chrlftian  religion  among  the  Hindoos. 

on 
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on  fubjedts  of  political  oeconotny.  And  the;/ 
have  been  inveftigated  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith, 
in  his  celebrated  work  On  the  Caufes  of  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  with  a  force  and  acutenefs 
of  reafoning,  and  ftated  with  a  perfpicuity  of 
arrangement,  which  have  enfured  to  moft  of  his 
conclufions  (for  fome  of  thena  feem  at  any  rate 
to  require  confiderable  limitations)  the  appro- 
bation of  perfons  thejnoft  converfant  with  the" 
topics  of  which  he  treats.  To  that  work  we 
may  equally  refer'  the  member  of  the  legifla- 
ture  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the 
banker,  the  merchant,  the  agent,  and  the  ma- 
nufailurer :  the  former,  that  he  may  learn  of 
what  nature  are  the  laws  refpe<5ling  foreign 
anddomeftic  commerce  which  it  behoves  hiiii 
to  promote ;  the  latter,  that  they  may  know 
of  what  defcriptlon  alone  thofe  privileges  are 
which  they  can  be  juftilied  in  foliciting  from 
Parliament,  as  not  being  injurious  either  to 
their  fel]ow-fubje(a:6  or  to  the  general  interefU 
of  mankind  ;  that  they  may  be  aware  of  thofe 
vulgar  prejudices  and  falfe  points  of  honour, 
which  are  implicitly  received  by  numbers  as 
vital  principles  of  commerce  ;  and  may  be 
'fatisfied  that  they  may  proceed  with  a  quiet 

.confcience 
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coafcience  on  .oppofite  maxims,  however  diA 
creditable  in  the  eyes  of  many  of  their 
brethren. 

From  the   pbfervations  which  have   been 
already  made  refpefling  the  duty  of  individu- 
als on  the  fubjedl  of  commerce,  the  following 
general  rules  may  be  deduced.     Firft;  that 
no  man  ftands  authorifed  in  the  fight  of  his 
Maker  to  enter  into,  or  to  continue  in,  any 
fpecies  of  traffic  or  bufmefs,  which  is  either  in 
itfelf  unjuft  and  immoral,  or  which  in  any  way 
tends  on  the  whole  to  impair  the  happinefsof 
the  human  race.     And  fecondly ;  that  every 
trader  is  bound,  in  following  his  occupation, 
to  extend  his  views  beyond  his  own  emolu- 
ment and  advantage  ;  and  not  orily  to  purfue 
it  according  to  the  ftridl  rules  of  integrity, 
but  alib  to  condufl  it  on  fuch  principles,  and 
to  diredl  it,  as  far  as  may  be  poffible,  to  fuch 
objects,  as  to  advance  the  comforts,  the  prof- 
^    perity,  the  intelledtual,  moral,  and  religious 
improvement,  of  his  dependents,  of  his  neigh- 
bours, of  his  countrymen,  and,  if  his  line  of 
life  enables  him,  of  foreign  nations,  even  in 
the  remoteft  corners  of  the  globe. 

.3  He 
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He  who  is  engaged  in  any  kind  of  trade  or 
bufinefs  has  ufually  to  contend  with  a  multi* 
tude  of  competitors.  Let  his  competition  be 
open,  fair,  and  amicable  j  not  tricking,  unge- 
nerous, and  malevolent.  Let  it  be  difplayed, 
not  in  depreciating  the  fkill,  or  in  vilifying  the 
charadier,  of  a  rival ;  but  in  laudable  efibrts 
to  gain  an   honeft  pre-eminence  by  fuperior 

attention,  knowledge,  diligence,  and  aftivity ; 
by  applying  greater  induftry  and  exercifing 
greater  difcernment  in  choofing  fituations,  in 
the  purchafe  of  raw  materials  or  manufadtures, 
in  making  improvements,  in  conjecturing  the 
probable  confumption,  in  calculating  rifks,  in 
taking  fit  precautions  again  ft  accidents  and  bad 
debts,  in  meeting  the  wifhes  and  fuiting  the 
convenience  of  cuflomers  and  employers;  in 
fhort,  in  every  upright  and  becoming  way, 
which  may  enable  one  man  to  tranfadl  bull- 
nefs,  or  to  fell  commodities,  on  more  moderate 
and  acceptable  terms  than  another. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  competition,  the  mod 
fatisfaftory  method  by  which  a  perfon  may 
try  the  propriety  of  his  condudt  towards  his 
brother-traders  in  any  particular  inftance,  i& 

by 
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by  referring  to  that  fundamental  rule  of  Chrift- 
ian  morality,  which  diredls  him  to  adt  towards 
another,  as  he  would  think  it  reafonable  for 
that  perfon,  under  (imilar  circumftances,  to  z€t 
towards  himfelf.    This  is  indeed  a  rule  of  uni« 
verfal  application  to  every  pecuniary  and  mer« 
cantile  tranfaftion.    Let  the  borrower  and  the 
lender,  the  purchafer  and  the  feller,  the  agent 
and  the  principal,  the  banker  and  the  perfon 
who  depofits  money  in  his  hands,  refpeftively 
conceive  themfelves  to  have  changed  places. 
Let  each  afk  himfelf  what  proceedings  he 
ihould  deem,  in  his  new  (ituation,  equitable 
and  kind  on  the  part  of  the  other ;  and  he  will 
rarely  be  miftaken  in  determining  what  equity 
and  kindnefs  require  from  himfeif. 

The  profits  of  trade  and  bufinefs  are.  to  be 
confidered  as  a  fair  compenfation  for  the  la- 
bour, induftry,  and  fkill  beftowed  upon  them, 
and  for  the  ufe  and  rifk  of  the  capital  em- 
ployed. Of  thefe  particulars  the  general  ex- 
perience of  the  trading  world  may  be  expected 
to  form  a  truer  eftimate  than  the  folitary  judge- 
ment of  an  individual.  And  on  this  principle 
the  market-price  at  which  an  article  is  fold, 

and 
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and  the  cuilomary  terms  on  which  a  branch  of 
l>uiinefs  is  tranfaded,  may  commonly  be  pre- 
fwned  to  be  fair  and  reafonable,  and  proper  to 
be  adopted,  at  leaft  by  the  young  beginner^ who 
may  eafily  be  mifled  in  his  calculations,  by  not 
having  yet  experienced  the  various  hazards 
and  lofles  which  will  be  difcovered  in  winding 
tip t:ommercial  dealings;  unlefs  it  is  known 
that  this  market-price  and  thefe  cuftomary 
termd  are  kept  up  by  combinations  and  other 

unwarrantable  pradlices,  or  that  fome  alteration, 
by  which  the  article  is  cheapened,  has  taken 
place.  Except  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  a  young 

trader  who  lowers  the  current  prices  may  be  fuf- 
pedled  of  too  great  eagernefs  for  cuftom.  Yet  ^n 
intelligent  and  confcientious  trader,  aware  of 
the  temptations  to  which  he  and  his  brethren 
are  expofed,  of  exa£ting  exorbitant  gain  fiipm 
the  public,  will  fcrupuloufly  inveftigate  the 
nature  of  his  bufmefs,  and  will  ftrive  to  con- 
du£l  his  dealings  on  the  loweft  terms  which, 
if  permanently  adopted,  would  afford  him 
a  fufEcient,  but  not  an  immoderate  profit ; 
inftead  of  implicitly  following  the  rates  and 
prices  taken  by  others  in  the  fame  line  with 
himfelf.  The  terms,  it  is  faid,  ought  to  be 
VOL.  II.  P  the 
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the  lowed  which  can  ht  pemianently  afforded. 
This  expreflion  is  ufed  both  as  conveying  a 
diredlion  which  feems  to  be  juft ;  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  ftigmatifing  the  conduct  of  thofe 
adventurers,  who  endeavour  to  draw  cuflomcrs 
to    their  Banking-houfe,   or  their  (hop,   by 

■ 

dazzling  them  with  flattering  terms  and  ac- 
commodations which  are  not  meant  to  be 
continued ;  or  who  tranladi  fome  part  of  their 
bufinefs,  or  difpofe  of  fome  particular  article,at 
a  lofing  price,  as  a  lure  to  the  unwary ;  while 
they  more  than  repay  themfelves  by  unfuf- 
pedled  and  exorbitant  profits  on  (^)  other 
branches  of  their  trade.     It  commonly  hap- 

(b)  Frauds  of  the  latter  kind  are  frequently  pra£Hfed  by 
retail  {hop-keepers.  Thus  fugar  is  fometimes  fold  at  ap 
'  under-rate,  merely  to  gam  cullom  for  tea,  which  is  fiJd 
far  more  than  proportionally  too  dear;  or  great  bargsdiis 
are  allowed  in  ribbands  and  gauzes,  with  a  view  to  allure 
purcliafers  for  filks  and  laces  at  an  exorbitant  price.  In 
fuch  cafes  it  is  often  contrived  diat  the  cheap  article  (hali 
be  one  of  trifling  worth,  and  one  the  value  of  which  is 
well  known ;  while  the  dear  article  is  of  an  oppofite 
defer  iption.  When  the  bait  has  taken,  the  price  of  the 
cheaper  commodity  is  commonly  raifed,  or  one  of  infe- 
rior worth  is  fubflituted  in  its  place.  Shops  of  this  fort  * 
are  ufually  called  cheap  Jhops, 

pens 
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pens  to  perfons  of  this  defcription,  that  the 
bubble  breaks  on  which  they  relied  5  arid  that 
numbers,  more  honeft  than  themfelves,  are 
involved  in  th^ir  fall.  Even  if  they  profper 
for  a  time,  they  are  ufually  deteded  at  laft : 
and  whether  fuccefsful  or  not,  they  ought 
to  be  expofed  to  contempt,  as  convicted  of 
tricking  and  underhand  proceedings,  and  as 

ik 

bringing  a  general  fufpicion  on  the  chara<3:er 

ft 

of  traders.  It  muft  however  be  admitted, 
that  in  fome  trades  cuftom  feems  to  have  efta- 
blifiied  a  lofing,  or  nearly  lofing  price  on  cer- 
tain articles,  which  is  compenfated  by  as  cuf- 
totaary  [c)  a  high  profit  on  others  neceflarily 
Ibid  at  the  fame  fhop.  In  thefe  cafes,  though 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  queftion  is  very 
undefirable,  on  account  of  the  temptations 
with  which  it  is  accompanied,  the  trader  may 
find  it  nearly  impoflible  entirely  to  avoid  it. 
But  let  him  beware  that  his  gains  be  not  on 
the  whole  exceffive.  It  fhould  be  remem- 
bered that  the  temptations  relating  to  the  price 

(c)  Thus  in  the  African  trade  there  are  what  are  called 
cheap  bai^s,  and  dear  bars ;  that  is  to  fay,  there  is  an  efta- 
blifiied  method  of  computing  by  bars,  which  in  fome  arti- 
cles anfwcra  well  to  the  trader,  and  ill  in  others. 
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of  articles,  and  to  the  terms  of  doing  bu(ine(S} 
vary  in  different  periods  of  a  trader's  lififi* 
He  who  at  his  outfet  in  the  world  is  difpofed 
to  reduce  the  current  rates  with  the  view  of 
fupplanting  eflablifhed  traders,  is  in  danger, 
when  he  has  got  bufinefs  into  his  own  hands, 

of  erring  on  the  contrary  fide.  Young  traders 
may  require  to  be  guarded  againft  lowering 
prices ;  eftablifhed  traders  againft  upholding 
them  ;  and  both  againft  vilifying  and  cenfur* 
ing  each  other. 

The  natural  tendency  of  moderate  profits  is 
to  render  all  articles  more  eafily  attainable, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  all  claffes  of  fo- 
ci^ty  ;  and  among  the  reft  to  the  poor,  whofc 
benefit  ought  to  be  ftudied  in  the  firft  place ; 
as  in  every  community  they  form  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people.  This  effc<3:  the  competi* 
tion  of  tracje  would  uniformly  produce,  if  it 
were  left  to  take  a  free  courfe.  But  a  con 
trary  fyftem  is  too  often  purfued  by  mean. 
of  (/-/)  monopolies  and  combinations.      Thv 

confta-xr^t 


{(I)  The  mofl:  pernicious  of  all  iv.onbpolies  are  thofe     xrr 
♦he  h;;nds  of  the  Government  of  any  country  :  and  all  tm<3c 
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conflant  tendency  of  monopolies  is  to  raife  the 
rate  of  tranfafting  bufinefs,  and  the  price  of 
commodities,  to  an  unnatural  height.  The 
tendency  of  combinations  is  the  fame :  for 
though  on  incidental  occafions  there  may  be 
a  confederation  of  purchafers  againft  a  feller ; 

in  fuch  hands  foon  degenerates  into  a  monopoly.  The 
Sovereign,  when  he  becomes  a  trader,  though  for  evident 
reafons  he  carries  on  bufinefs  in  many  refpeSs  to  great 
difadvantage,  is  yet .  able  to  crufli  the  private  adventurer, 
and  drive  him  from  the  market ;  while  at  the  fame  time 
he  commonly  forces  the  induftry  of  his  fubjefts  into  an 
unnatural  channel.  The  confequences  are,  the  decline  of 
cpnunerce,  the  increafe  of  fmugglers,  and  the  depopulation 
of  the  kingdom.  The  firft  at  leaft  of  thefe  efFefts,  I 
believe,  was  manifeftly  produced  in  RufSa,  by  the  com- 
mercial fpeculations  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine  11.  And  the 
iwSU  ftatcd  by  Mr.'Townfend,  a  late  traveller  through 
Spain,  in  various  parts  of  his  work,  prove  in  how  great  a 
degree  all  of  them  have  been,  and  flill  are,  experienced  in 
duLt  kingdom.  The  Spanifh  Monarch  indeed  is  far  from 
Gonfming  his  traffic  to  a  fingle  article,  or  to  a  fingle  place. 
He  has  two  manufa£tures  of  broad  cloth ;  one  of  china  y 
one  of  cards;  onepfglafs;  one  of  paper  j  one  of  pottery; 
many  of  faltpetre ;  one  of  ftockings;  one  of  fwords;  one 
of  tapeftry,  and  one  of  tKCie.  He  has  the  monopoly  of 
lirandy,  cards,  gunpowder,  lead,  quickfilver,  fealing-wax, 
falts,  fulphur,  and  tobacco.  (Townfcnd's  Journey  through 
Spain,  2d  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  240.)  It  appears  from  the  fame 
author,  that  feveral  of  thefe  undertakings  are  as  prejudicial 
to  the  royal  adventurer,  as  they  are  to  his  fubjefts. 
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yet  even  then  the  ufual  purport  and  confe- 
quence  of  the  combination  is  to  gain  profit 'at 

theexpence  of  a  particular  individual,  not  to 
reduce  the  general  value  of  the  article.    It  is  a 
providential  circumftance  that  all  thefe  fchemes, 
which  are  repugnant  to  the  juft  principles  of 
commerce,  though  they  may  fometimes  pro- 
mote a  private  and  temporaryintereft  at  the 
exp^nce  of  public  good,  frequently  terminate 
to  the  detriment  of  the  projedtors.     The  mo- 
nopolift  has  not  feldom  been  brought  to  ruin 
by  the  fudden  difufe  of  the  article  which  he 
has  bought  up ;  or  by  the  difcovery  of  fome 
frefli  fpurpe  from  which  it  may  be  procured, 
or  of  forae  fubftitute  which  may  be  employed 
in  its  place.     The  aiTociates  in  a  cpmbinatioa 
have  alfo  found  that  they  have  over-reached 
themfelves ;  that  their  projedl  has  failed ;  and 
that  they  have  loft  the  fubftantial  and  honour- 
able profit,  which  they  would  have  obtained, 
had  they  been  contented  not  to  grafp  at  extra* 
vagant  and  unjuft  advantages.     Add  to  this, 
that  they  are  liable  to  be  oppofed  and  thwarted 
hy  counter-combinations  ;  and  that  if  any  in-? 
dividual,  with  an  adequate  capital,  Ihould  ftand 
forward  to  refift  them,  he  is  almoft  certain  to 

cany 
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carry  away  the  public  favour,  and  triumph  in 
reputation  and  emolument;  while  they  are 
difappointed  of  their  expedited  gains,  and 
marked*  with  indelible  difgrace.  Befides, 
fraudulent  men  are  rarely  true  to  each  other. 
Each  fufpeds  the  artifices  of  his  neighbour, 
and  haflens  to  be  beforehand  with  him.  In 
ft£l:  it  generally  proves,  though  the  circum- 
ftance  may  not  be  publicly  known,  that  the 
terms  of  the  engagement  are  privately  broken 
by  fome  of  the  aflbciates.  Or  the  efFefts  of 
the  contraft  are  done  away  by  entering  into 
a  competition  in  practices,  perhaps  in  bad 
pradlices,  which  it  has  not  forbidden.  A 
number  of  proprietors  of  lime- works,  for  in- 
fiance,  enter  into  a  mutual  agreement  not  to 
fell  their  lime  under  a  certain  price.  But 
their  rivalfhip  remains  the  fame.  A  contention 
inllantly  takes  place,  diminifhing  the  profits 
of  their  league,  though  beneficial  to  the 
public  ;  a  contention  who  ihall  bum  his  lime 
the  befl,  who  fhall  make  the  fhorteft  and 
pdSieii  roads  to  his  kiln,  who  fhall  afibrd  the 
greateft  accommodations  to  his  cuilomers; 
and,  ere  long,  each  of  them  is  occupied  in  the 
Icfs  creditable  employment  of  traverfing  the 

P  4  copntry 
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country  far  and  wide  for  the  purpofe  of  tra- 
ducing his  confederates  and  recommending 
htlSifelf,  at  a  facrifice  perhaps  of  expence  and 
time  by  no  means  compenfated  by  the  advan- 
tages which  he  derives  from  having  acceded 
to  the  combination.  The  fecrecy  with  which 
combinations  ai'e  almoft  necefTarily  formed 
and  condudted,  obvioully  tends  to  lead  all 
who  are  concerned  in  them  into  duplicity 
and  deceit ;  and  is  therefore  a  circumftance 
fufEcient  of  itfelf  to  alarm  a  confcientious  and 
ingenuous  mind.  In  truths  they  naturally 
commence  and  terminate  in  fraud.  On  thefe 
accounts,  as  well  as  from  their  effe<9:  in  oh* 
ftrudting  the  primary  ends  of  commerce,  and 
rendering  all  articles  to  which  they  are  ex- 
tended fcarce  and  dear,  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
perfon  engaged  in  trade  to  refufe  all  connec- 
tion with  the  confederacies  under  confider- 
ation.  In  general,  too,  it  is  his  intereft,  if 
he  be  a  man  of  {kill,  induftry,  and  merit. 
For,  while  ignorance  and  flothfulnefs  place  a 
falfc  dependence  on  artificial  and  iniquitous 
manoeuvres ;  the  oppofite  qualifications,  if 
direded  in  an  honeft  courfe,  feldom  fail  to  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs. 

Combina- 


ENGAGED  IN  TRADE  AND  BUSINESS.    21"] 

Combinations  are  ufually  vindicated  by  the 
perfons  concerned  in  them,  on  the  pica  of 
general  convenience'  or  of  felf-defence.    Many 
evils,  it  is  alleged,  arife  to  the  public  from  the 
frauds  and  the  uncertainty  of  price  produced 
by  the  competition  of  traders.     The  Legifla- 
ture  has  frequently  found  itfelf  conftrained  to 
remedy  them  by  its  interpofition ;  as  by  limit- 
ing in  various  inftances  the  fare  of  hackney- 
coaches,  boat-hire,    and  the  price  of  bread. 
And  the  advantages  which  refult  from  the  rates 
of  wharfage,  warehoufe-rent,  and  the  hire  of 
poft-horfes,  being  fixed  by  the  voluntary  agree- 
ment of  individuals,  are  univerfally  acknow-  ' 
ledged.     Why,  it  is  alked,  may  not  fimilar 
agreements  as  to  the  price  of  other  articles  be  of 
equally  general  benefit,  if  the  terms  fixed  upon 
are  moderate  ?  In  reply  it  may  be  in  the  firft 
place  obferved*,  that  the  part  of  the  argument 

which 

•  With  refpeft  to  bread,  I  apprehend  that  the  law, 
when  it  interpofes,  only  fays  that  it  (hall  not  be  fold 
dearer  than  the  fettled  price  ;  and  that  traders  who 
through  competition  may  chufe  to  fell  it  cheaper,  or  in 
other  words  to  make  it  heavier  for  the  money,  are  at , 
liberty  to  do  fo.  A  fimilar  obfervation  may  be  applicable 
in  other  cafes  in  which  prices  are  regulated  by  law.     In 

all 
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which  refts  on  the  moderation  of  the  terms 
muft  be  totally  laid  afide.  For,  when  the  com- 
bination is  once  cllabliflied,  it  is  extremely 
eafy  then  to  raife  the  terms.  In  the  next  place, 
*  we  need  not  hefitate  to  admit,that,  in  fome  few 
particular  cafes,  agreements  for  the  purpofe  of 
regulating  prices  may  be  ufeful;  namely,  when 
the  article  in  queftion  is  in  abundance,  and  can^ 
not  be  monopolifed  or  rendered  fcarce ;  and 
when  the  regulation  will  confefledly  prevent 
frauds,  material  lofs  of  time,  or  rude  fquabbles 
with  the  lower  cLuTcs  of  the  community.  And 
in  fuch  cafes  thofe  agreements  are  juftifiablc) 
as  long  as  public  good  is  their  main  objefi 
and  effect,  and  not  the  private  intereft  of  the 
parties  who  form  them.  But  nothing  is  more 
palpably  fallacious  than,  from  fome  trifling 
evils  occafionally  flowing  from  unreftrained 
competition,  to  argue  againft  competition  it- 
felf ;  on  which  commercial  enterprlfe,  the 
plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  articles,  the  improve- 
ment of  manufactures,  and  the  civil  ufage  of 

all  fucli  cafes  the  principle  on  which  the  Legiflature  intcr- 
pofes  is  prccifely  the  revcrfc  of  the  principle  of  combin- 
ations: which  always  forbid  the  article  to  be  fold  cheaper 
tlian  the  appointed  rate. 

cuftomers, 
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cuftomers,  radically  depend.  The  fecond  plea 
for  combinations  is  felf-defence ;  as  when 
fellers  combine,  and  buyers  follow  their  ex- 
ample, in  order  to  oppofe  them.  It  is  a 
fufficient  anfwer  to  this  plea,  that  counter- 
combinations  are  illegal,  and  therefore  im- 
moraU  Befides,  they  are  produdlive  of 
many  of  the  general  bad  efTeds  of  other 
combinations. 

The  reduction  of  exifting  prices  to  a  lower 
rate,  when  fuch  a  rate,  if  permanently  adopt- 
ed, will  dill  afford  an  equitable  and  ample 
profit,  is  fometimes  o.ppofed  not  only  by  the 
prejudiced  and  the  felfifli,   but   by  men  of 
upright   principles  and  liberal  views.      The 
former  endeavour  to    give  fome   colour   to 
their  objeftions,  by  pleading  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  high  profits,  on  the  ground  of 
public  good.      They  ftate,  that  great  gains 
afford  a  general  encouragement  to  the  exten- 
fion  of  trade,  a  benefit  of  the  utmoft  value 
•to  a  commercial  flate;    that,  however  large 
they  may  be,  they  are  liberally  expended  and 
ufefully  employed  by  the  poffelfor ;  and  that, 
being  thus  returned  into  circulation,  they  ex- 
cite 
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Cite  and  reward  induftry,  and  furnifli  occupa- 
lion  and  fubfiftence  to  all  the  inferior  clafTes 
of  fociety.  But  they  forget  that  whatever 
might  be  fubtrafted  from  their  profits  by  a 
reduction  of  prices,  would  be  fo  much  faved 
to  the  confumers;  that  the  mafs  of  confumers, 
comprehending  all  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people,  is  not  only  much  more  numerous,  but 

is  likewife  in  circumftances  far  more  diftreff- 
ed,  all  things  confidered,  than  the  body  of 
traders ;  and  that  as  money  is  certainly  not 
more  likely  to  be  hoarded  up  by  the  poor 
than  by  the  rich,  whatever  the  confumers 
gain  will  be  expended  and  employed  in  excit- 
ing and  rewarding  induftry,  and  that  of  the 
mod  ufeful  kind,  and  in  extending  confump- 
tion  and  confequently  trade,  as  effedtually  as  it 
would  have  been  by  the  opulent  trader.  The 
arguments  alleged  by  the  other  clafs  of  objec- 
tors, men  of  upright  and  benevolent  inten- 
tions, though  they  do  not  eftablifh  the  iden- 
tical conclufion  which  they  are  defigned  to 
fupport,  do  credit  to  the  motives  of  thofe 
.who  urge  them,  and  are  not  without  their 
weight.     It  is  faid,  that  although  the  trader 

who  deals  on  a  very  extenfive  fcale  might  ftill 

gain 
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gain  an  ample  recompenfe,  if  he  were  to 
tnake  even  a  confid^able  abatement  in  his 
terms,  yet  it  would  be  wrong  for  him  to 
make  it ;  becauie  fmaller  dealers  in  the  fame  ar- 
licle,  when  obliged,  as  they  foon  would  be,  to 
lower  their  prices  to  the  fame  ftandard,  would 
"not  be  able,  in  their  contrafted  fphere  of  bu- 
fioefs,  to  acquire  a  fubfiftence  for  themfelves 
apad  their  families.  This  reafoning,  though 
inaccurate  as  far  as  it  aflumes  that  the  fmall 
dealer  muft  fell  his  wares  at  the  price  adopted 
by  the  great  trader  (^),  forcibly  points  out  the 
diftrefling  confequences  which  might  follow 

{i)  Were  the  great  dealers  in  any  article  to  reduce 
their  prices,  it  would  not  follow  that  fmall  dealers  would 
be  cither  bound  or  neceffitated  to  fell  it  exaflly  on  the  fame 
termsk  They  would  only  be  required  to  make  a  propor- 
tionate reduGion  in  their  prices;  which  would  dill  leave 
them  higher,  Jis  at  prefent,  than  thofe  of  the  great  dealers/ 
A  fhopkeeper  in  a  country  village  may  reafonably  fell  his 

commodities  on  terms  fomewhat  higher  than  thofe  re-- 
quired  by  the  Londoil  merchant,  or  the  great  manufac- 
turer :  for  otherwife  the  profits  of  his  little  capital  would 
not  fupport  him ;  and  his  cuftoniers,  who  cannot  refort  to 
Jadiftant  market  without  incurring  expence  and  lofsof  time, 
nnd  themfelves  repaid  in  convenience  for  what  they  fufFer 
by  the  increafe  of  price.  Similar  reafoning  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  cafe  of  fome  country  banks. 

from. 
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from  large  redudions  fuddenly  made.     But 
it  does  not  prove  the  impropriety  of  maldng 
even  large  redu<fiions  gradually.     Were  this 
mode  adopted,  no  immediate  or  material  in- 
convenience would  be  felt  by  any  individual ; 
and  in   the  courfe  of  years  the  number  of 
fmali  dealers  would  be  dimiuiftied,  partly  by 
fome  of  them  turning  their  little  capitals  into 
other  branches  of  trade,  but  principally  by  the 
circumftance   of  fewer   entering   from  time 
to  time  into  that  particular  line,  until  it  had 
at  length  fubfided   to  that  proportion  which 
would  be  able  to  procure  a  comfortable  live- 
lihood on  the  reduced  rate  of  profit.     And 
further,  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  if  this 
principle  of  reafonable    redudkion  were  pur- 
fued  as  far  as  it  might  be  in  different  trades  ; 
an  event  towards  which  no  fteps  can  be  taken 
unlefs  great  dealers  begin  to  fet  the  example  j 
thofe  fmall   dealers,    who   might  experience 
a  diminution  of  their  incomes  by  felling  their 
own  commodities  at  a  reduced  price,  would 
be  benefited  iri  return,  by  being  able  to  lay 
in  their  ftock  foif  trade,  and  to  purchafe,  in 
the  capacity  of  confumer,  other  articles  frota 

their 
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-their  neighbours,  on  lower  terms.  We  may 
obferve,  in  quitting  this  fubjedl,  that  whoever 
is  convinced,  on  confcientious  refleftion,  of 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  terms  and  prices 
of  his  own  bufmefs,  ought  not  to  be  deterred 
from  carrying  the  plan  into  execution,  by  the 
public  clamour,  or  the  private  folicitations,  of 
his  avaricious  or  miftaken  brethren. 

Among  the  moral  virtues  peculiarly  to  be 
cultivated  by  perfons  occupied  in  bufinefs  or 
commerce,  probity  Hands  foremoft.     It  may 
appear  fuperfluous  to  admonifh  the  trader  to 
pradife  common  honefty ;  but  perhaps  it  is  lefs 
fo  than  it  may  feem.     This  remark  is  not  in- 
tended to  convey  illiberal  and  unmerited  re- 
flexions on  the  chara(3:er  of  particular  defcrip- 
tions  of  men  ;  nor  to  intimate  that  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  traders  would  knowingly 
be  guilty,  if  opportunity  fhould  ofFei,  of  grofs 
cheating.  Individuals  there  are,  in  the  trading 
world,   fo  deftitute  of  moral  principle  as  to 
purfue  gain  by  every  poffible  method  ;  plun- 
dering individuals,  and  defrauding  the  reve- 
.   nue,  regardlefs  of  the  laws  of  God,  and  of 

thofe 
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thofc  of  their  country.    But  men  that  aft  thus, 
are  not  to  be  reclaimed  by  a  fhort  and  tranfi- 
tory  warning.    My  chief  defign  is  to  put  the 
man  of  bufinefs  on  his  guard   againft  being 
drawn    almoft  imperceptibly  into    pradiices, 
which,  though  they  may  be  rendered  familiar 
to  the  mind  by  habit,  and  may  carry  on  their 
face  no  (Iriking  charaderiftics  of  criminality^ 
vet  will  be  found,  on  examination,  to  partake 
of  deceit,  and  to  merit  the  appellation  of  petty 
frauds.  The  temptations  to  fuch  pradices  vary 
as  well  as  the  pradices  thdinfelvcs,  in  each 
different  employment :  but  they  occur  more  or 
lefs,  and  are  too  frequently  indulged,  in  all. 
Some   inftanccs  of  them  will   be  given  here- 
:ifter ;  but  in  this  place  it  is  neceflary  to  men- 
tion one  of  the   principal   grounds  on  Tthich 
they   are  defended.     This  is   what  is  called 
the  cuftom  of  trade,     -In  all  matters  which 
in  their  own  nature  are   indifl'erent,  the  'cuf- 
tom  of  trade  may  be  a   proper  guide ;    and 
in  many  cafes  wliich  will  occur,  it  is  the  only 
poffible  guide;  but  innumerable  evils  refult 
from  adopting  it  as  the  general  rule  of  com- 
mercial   morality.      Undrr    its   deluding    in- 
fluence 
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fiuence  the  (f)  trader  blindly  proceeds  in  the 
beaten  path,  rarely  exercifing  his  judgement, 
except  in  the  moft  glaring  cafes,  in  the  difcri- 
mination  of  right  and  wrong ;  or  furrender- 

ing  up  his  fcruples  to  its  authority,  and  ac- 
quiefcing  in  praftices  which  he  difcerns  to  be 
fiaudulent,  merely  becaufe  they  appear  fanc- 
tidned  by  the  condu(3:  of  his  neighbours.  But 
he  wha  is  folicitous  *^  to  preferve  a  confcience 

'  void  of  offence"  will  not  put  his  confcience  in 
commiffion.  He  will  examine  every  thing  for 
himfclf.  He  will  entertain  ftrong  and  jealous 
fufpicions,  that  in  the  complicated  dealings  of 
trade,  where  felfifhnefs  meets  with  continual 
opportunities  of  gratifying  itfelf,common  ufage 
will  have  eftabliflied  many  proceedings  which 
it  will  be  his  duty  to  decline  and  to  counteract. 
He  will  be  ever  on  the  >^atch  againft  being 
betrayed  into  guilt  by  the  fnares  of  cuftom. 
He  will  not  be  deterred,  either  by  falfe  fhame, 

'  by  miftak^n  ideas  of  honour,  by  the  certainty 

(/)  To  avoid  the  tedious  and  repeated  enumeration 
of  bankers,  merchants,  agents,  manufafturers,  &c.  I  ufe, 
though  perhaps  with  rathqr  uncommon  latitude,  the 
term  trader,  in  thin  place  and  in  others,  to  comprehend 
them  all.  \         , 

VOL.  IL  Q^  of 
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of  prefent  lofs,  or  by  the  apprehenfion  of  of- 
fending his  partners,  though  they  fhould  be 
older  and  richer  than  himfelf,  and  though  his 
ovrja  profpeds  fhould  greatly  depend  on  the 
continuance  of  the  connedtion^  from  difcbar- 
ging  his  private  duty,  and  fetting  an  upright 
and  encouraging  example  to  others,  by  aban- 
doning every  pradice,  however  generally  pre- 
valent, which  he  believes  to  be  tindured  with 
deceit.  Much  lefs  will  he  ever  be  indiiced  to 
break  or  evade  the  laws  of  his  country,  either 
by  the  plea  of  cuftom,  or  of  what  he  will  hear 
termed  the  neceflity  of  trade  {g).    Nor  will  he 

be 

(g)  While  French  cambrics  were  fubjefted  to  a  duty 
amounting  to  a  legal  prohibition,  almoft  every  linen  dra- 
per in  London,  perhaps  every  one,  fold  them ;  and  all  of 
tlicm  pleaded  cuftom  on  the  one  hand  and  neceflky  on 
the  other.  The  neceflity  was  the  neceflity  of  plcafing 
their  cuftomcrs,  who  fcarcely  knew  Riit  the  cambrics  were 
French  and  illegal.  Each  fhopkeeper  was  afraid  that,  .if 
he  could  not  fumiih  his  cuftomer  witli  a  frill  to  his  fliirt, 
both  frill  and  fliirt  would  be  bought  at  a  neighbouring  fliop, 
\vh<;ro  no  fcruples  would  be  found,  Tlw  law  was  very 
objccliouablc,  and  is  now  repealed.  But  while  it  exifted, 
the  introduction  of  cambrics  to  fale  was  the  moft  palpable 
fmuggling.  The  linen-draper  was  not  the  actual  fmug- 
i^lcr.  Certain  perfons,  with  whom  he  was  in  habits  of 
fiivate  intcrcourfc,  did  that  part  of  the  bufin.fs  for  him; 

•    and 
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be  mifled  by  the  temptation,  thougli  it  ihould 
ftOTume^  as  it  fometimes  will,  a  more  delufive 
fhaft.  If  he  perceivesi  or  imagines  that  he 
perceives,  in  an  exifting  ftatute  fomething  ab* 
fulrd,  inexpedient,  and  injurious  to  commerce ; 
mid  is  almbft  difpofed  to  conclude  that  he 
ihall  aft  a  meritorious  part  in  difregarding  an 
ihjundtibn  prejudicial  to  the  public ;  let  him 
jremember  that  the  Legiflature,  and  not  him- 
fdf,  is  the  judge  appointed  by  the  Conftitution 
to  decide  on  commercial  expediency  and  the 
national  welfare ;  and  that,  if  he  claims  the 
rights  of  a  Britifh  fubjeft,  he  muft  conform 
•to  the  reftridlions  of  Britifh  laws. 

Confcious  of  the  improper  bias  to  which  his 
Judgement  will  be  liable,  if  he  has  to  form  his 
general  principles  concerning  the  duties  of  his 
employment,  or  his  opinions  refpeding  parti- 

and  relieved  hie  reputation,  and  no  doubt  his  confcience,  , 
which  ipight  have  been  hurt,  had  he  fmuggled  for  himfelf. 
As  it  was  unlawful  to  keep  a  quantity  of  thofe  goods,  a 
ftofc  ef  them  was  dcpofitcd  In  fome  neighbouring  houfe, 
from  which  fmall  fupplies  were  fetched  as  they  were 
wanted.  A  ftriking  inftance  this  how  general  fmuggling 
may  become,  when  cuftom  and  intereft  prompt  it,  and 
diara£ler  is  not  impaired  by  it ! 

0^2  cular 
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cular  cuftoms  of  trade,  at  the  moment  when 
he  is  aflailed  by  temptations  and  called  upon 
to  adt ;  he  will  revolve  thefe   fubjedls  in  his 
mind  betimes,  and  provide  beforehand  againft 
the  hour  of  trial.     He  will  prepare  himfelf  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  attacks,  which  he  may 
cxpedl  from  thofe  among  his  brother  traders^ 
whofe  ideas  of  right  and  wrong  are  lefs  ftrid 
than  his  own.     Hackneyed  in  the  artifices  of 
their  craft;  fearful  of  being  expofed  to  public 
odium,   and  to  the  rifk  of  a  diminution  of 
emolument ;  ftung  by  what  they  will  term  his 
affedtation  of  fuperior  purity  ;  and  enraged  at. 
his  refufal  to  join  in  their  difhoneft  combi- 
nations ;  they  will  ufe  every  art  in  public  aa<3. 
in  private  to  undermine  his  rcfolution,  and  tZ-O 
difcountenance  his  tenets.     Nor  muft  he  l=)0 
furprifed  if  fome  of  his  prudent  friends,  an=^- 
ious  for  his  fuccefs  in  the  world,  fhould  kind       \J 
take  the  trouble  of  counfelling  his  inexp^^e- 
ricnced  youth.     They  will  tell  him  that  tra^^de 
cannot  exift,  if  people  are  to  be  fo  unreafcu^n- 
ably  confcientious ;  they  will  point  out  ^^Ae 
folly  of  refolving  to  engage  with  his  con^  pe- 
titors,  and  with  the  world,  on  fuch  unec^ua/ 
terms ;  they  will  exhort  him  to  follow  the   car- 

amp/c 
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ample  of  older  men,  who,  no  doubt,  under- 
ftand  the  proper  ways  of  doing  bufinefs  better 
than  himfelf ;  and  not  to  be  cheated  of  folid 
and  fubftantlal  profit  by  vifionary  dreams  of 
ihipradticable -morality.  But  let  him  not  be 
alarmed;  or,  if  alarmed,  let  him  not  be  deter- 
red. Let  him  remember  on  what  authority  it 
isfaid,  "  Thou  (halt  not  follow  a  multitude  to 
do  evil  (i&}."  Honefty,  he  may  be  tolerably 
latisfied,  is  the  beft  policy  as  to  this  life  ;  he 
cannot  doubt  whether  it  is  fo  as  to  the  next. 
Honefty  confifts  in  equally  withftctnding  temp- 
tations, whether  fmall  or  great,  whether  lead- 
ing to  practices  condenxned  or  fanQioned  by 
the  multitude.  Applied  to  trade,  it  neceflarily 
includes  fome  facrifiees  of  poffible  gain.  Nay 
it  requires  every  branch  of  bufmefs  to  be  aban- 

loned,  which  cannot  be  carried  on  to  advan- 
age   without   the  practice,   of  fraud.      The 
•ader,  to  whom  it  has  never  yet  happened  to 
linquifh  any  gain  for  the  fake  of  a  good  con- 
ence,  may  fufpefl  that  he  has  no  confcience. 
le  origin  of  almoft  all  the  unjuftifiable  pro- 
dings  in  trade,  is  a  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs. 
alone  may  hope  that  he  is  free  from  that 

{h)  Exodus,  xxiii.  2. 

0^3  ^Pi'^i^ 
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fpirit,  who  purfues  his  bufinefs,  not  with  m 
mind  thirfting  for  fuperiority,  nor  with  thc^ 
mere  view  of  accumulating  wealth,  but  prin-* 
cipally  with  the  defign  of  fulfilling  duties  and 
.  doing  good.     And  he  who  forbears  to  take 
unlawful  or  queilionable  gains,  does,  even  ia 
that  refpe£t,  mor^  fervice  to  the  world  by  Ids 
example,  than  he  could  have  done  by  the  ap^ 
plication  of  fuch  gains  to  purpofes  feemii^Iy 
the  moftcharitable  and  beneficial. 

That  pecuniary  facrifices  may  be  made  with 
cafe  whenever  probity  requires  them,  all  per-p 
fonal  and  domeftic  ex^ences  fhould  be  adjuft-v 
ed,  efpecially  at  a  trader's  outfet  in  bufinefs,  oa 
a  plan  of  regular  frugality.  As  the  ordinary 
profits  of  trade  do  not  exceed  eight  or  ten  per 
cent,  the  young  trader  who  fets  out  with  ipend-? 
ing  at  a  higher  rate  cannot  be  faid  to  zSt  aiv 
honeft  part.  And  he  feldom  acis  with  pru- 
dence in  fpending  at  firil  more  than  half  the 
ium.  In  the  ciie  of  the  ccniminion  bufinefs^ 
and  in  trades  which  are  carried  en  rather  by 
the  labour  and  ingenuiry  cf  the  manager  than 
by  the  or:yiul  which  he  p^:^c:^e^,  iomewhat 
niorc  Latitude  :r.ay  be  a^Icwcd,     Frugality  is 

recom- 
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recommended,  not  as  implying  parfimonious 
meannefs^  not  as  checking  the  fuggeftions  of 
charity ;  but  as  oppofed  to  gaudy  fpleudour, 
to  luxurioufnefs,  to  extravagance ;  and  as  a 
guard  againil  vicious  indulgences  and  habits. 
If  it  be  a  virtue  peculiarly  incumbent  pn  one 
man  above  another,  it  is  on  him,  who  ri&s  in 
his  daily  employment,  as  all  traders  may  be 
faid  to  do  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree,  the  cre- 
dit and  property  of  others.  And  if  there  be 
any  perfon  under  more  than  ufual  temptations 
to  negled  it,  furely  it  is  he  whofe  occupation 
continually  fupplies  him  with  ready  money  ; 
the  want  of  which  frequently  contributes  to 
reftrain  other  men  from  becoming  prodigal. 
On  this  virtue  then  let  the  trader  rely  for  emi- 
nence and  wealth ;  to  this  let  him  look  as  the 
ipring  deftined  to  feed  thofe  future  ftreams  of 
bounty  ahd  benevolence  in  which  the  redun- 
dant profits  of  trade  are  beft  expended,  dif- 
fufing -comfort  to  the  wretched,  and  manifeft- 
ing  the  gratitude  of  him  who  bids  them  flow 
to  the  fupreme  giver  of  all  proiperity.  To 
^*  labour  with  his  hahds  that  he  may  have  to 
•*  give  to  him  that  needeth  (i),"  is  a  precept 

(i)  Ephef.  IV.  28. 

0^4  addrefTed 
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addrefled  by  the  Apoftle  primarily  to  a  parti- 
cular defcription  of  men  ;  but  it  is  a  precept 

equally  adapted  to  all  men  engaged  in  profit- 
able labour.     Let  the  man  of  bufinefs  neither 
negleft  the  inducement  to  labour  which   it 
fuggefts  to  him  ;  nor  the  application  which  it    ^ 
enjoins  of  a  liberal  portion  of  the  fruits  which 
that  labour  produces.  \^  It  is  a  laudable  and 
wife  method  for  a  trader,  and  for  every  man 
who  follows  a  lucrative  profeflion,  to  eftablifh 
in  his  mind  a  principle  of  allotting  annually  a 
fettled  proportion   of  his  profits  to  charitable 
purpofes  ;  that  is  to  fay,  after  afligning  a  fixed  *• 
aad  moderate  lum  for  his  neceflary  expences, 
and  a  moderate  additional  fum,  as  the  family 
for  which  he  is  to  provide  and  other  circum- 
fiances  may  require,  for  accumulation,  to  de- 
vote a  large  proportion  of  the  remaining  excefs 
of  profit  to  unoftentatious  charity.     The  fum 
for  accumulation  might  alfo  be  lightly  taxed. 
The  fund  thus  being  raifed,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  applying  it.         ,         . 

A  ftrifl:  and  adive  principle  of  probity  will 
alfo  teach  the  trader  to  be  fcrupuloufly  ob- 
fervant  even  of  his  verbal  engagements  in  ill 

pecuniary 
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pecuniary  and  mercantile  tranfadkions ;  and 
carefully  to  guard  againft  exciting  expedlations 
of  any  kind,  which  there  is  not  a  fair  profpeci 
of  his  being  able  to  fatisfy.     It  will  render  him' 

faithful  and  attentive  in  the  concerns  of  other 
men  committed  to  his  care,  or  depending  on 
his  conduft.  It  will  deter  him  from  embark- 
ing in  adventurous  enterprifes  of  traffic,  in 
which  the  rlQc  is  not  compenfated  by  a  reafon- 

ableprofpedi  of  extraordinary  advantages.  And 

even  if  there  fhould  be  fufficient  grounds  to  ex- 

pe£t  returns  unufually  profitable,  it  will  reftrain 

him  from  involving  too  large  a  (hare  of  his 

capital  in  the  undertaking.    He  will  remember 

that  the  faireft  hopes  may  be  blafted  ;  and  will 

think  of  the  calamities  of  thofe  who  might  be 

ruined  by  his  misfortunes.     He  will  alfo  fix 

in  his  mind  this  very  ferious  cqnfideration  : 

that    imprudence    and     confequent    diftrefs 

have  betrayed  numbers  into  difhonefty  and 

deceit,  who  once  felt  confident  in  their  own 

integrity. 

To  fecure  himfelf  as  far  as  may  be  poffible 
both  from  the  rifk  and  from  the  fufpicion  of 
pradifing  duplicity,  he  will  be  anxious  to  lay 
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open,  in  fuch  a  meafure  as  prudence  will  per- 
mit, the  principles  on  which  he  a<3:s  in  his 
profeffion.     He  w^ill  derive  heartfelt  fatisfac^ 
tion  from  refleding  that    he    has  fairly  ac- 
quainted his  employers  with  the  rules  which 
he  has  prefcribed  for  his  own  conduct ;  and 
that  he  has  thus  in  fome  degree  contributed  to 
preclude  himfelf  from  all  deviation  from  them 
by  having  rendered  it  more  difficult,  and  more 
fhameful.    Nor  will  he  forget  that  it  is  wifer 
manfully  to  communicate  at  once,  what  may 
hereafter  be  made  pu^blic  even  againft  his  con- 
fent.      His  own  bankruptcy,  the  failure  of 
others  with  whom  he  has  concerns,  unfore- 
feen  lawfuits,  diflblutions  of  partnerfhips,  un- 
fettled  accounts  trahfaded  with  executors,  and 
other   unexpedted    events,    may  difclofe  his 
proceedings  to  the  world.     Thefe  confidera- 
tions,  while,  in  the  place  of  better  motives, 
they  may    deter  the  fraudulent  trader  from 
perfifting  in  his  craftinefs,    may   alfo  juftly 
incite  the  man  of  integrity  to  fhun  every  un- 
neceflary  concealment;  leaft  he  fhould  be  fuf- 
pedled  of  being  unwilling  to  draw  afide  the 
veil,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  fdmething  dif* 
graceful  would  be  found  behind  it. 

In 
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In  variotis  otherninftances  the  fame  atten- 
tioa  to  upright  and  ingenuous  dealing  will 
difplay  itfelf.  He  will  not  give  undue  pre- 
ference to  particular  cuftomers ;  he  will  not 
Jmpofe  on  the  igiiorant,  nor  furprife  the  un- 
wary, nor  take  advantage  of  the  neceffitous* 
He  will  not  aflert  certain  fpecific  terms  to  be 

the  loweft  on  which  he  can  tranfa£t  bufinefe, 
or  conclude  a  bargain,  at  the  time  when  he 
means,  if  prefled  clofely,  to  accept  lower;  nor 
afk  higher  than  he  intends  to  take,  for  the 
purppfe  of  making  a  merit  of  giving  way.  He 
will  be  folicitous  to  name  at  the  firft  his 
loweft  price  ;  and  not  to  expofe  himfelf  by 
making  large  abatements,  or  by  fluftuating 
backwards  and  forwards  between  conceflion 
^nd  refiftance,  to  the  charge  of  being  on  the 
watch  for  opportunities  of  exadion.  The 
great  trader  not  unfrequently  declaims  againft 
the  fhopkeeper,  with  whom  he  deals  for  the 
little  articles  of  domeftic  confumption,  if  the 
latter  afks  a  higher  price,  and  then  takes  a 
lower;  while  he  is  doing  the  fame  thing  on 
the  largeft  fcale  in  his  own  mercantile  tranf- 


An 
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An  upright  trader  will  n'Ot  be  led  by  the 
fuggeftions  of  felf-intereft,  or  by  an  improper 
deference  to  the  opinion  or  compliance  with 
the  importunities  of  others,  to  apply  to  the. 
legiflature  for  privileges  and  encouragements, 
or  to  oppofe  taxes  and  reftridiions  afFe<3:ing 
the  article  in  which  he  deals,  either  fingly  or 
in  conjundtion  with  his  brother  traders ;  until 
he  is  convinced  on  ferious  and  impartial  con- 
fideration  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  proceed- 
ing which  is  unreafonable,  and  adverfe  to  the 
public  good.  He  will  not  lay  a  partial  or  im- 
perfe£h  ftatement  of  the  cafe  before  his  repre- 
fentative  in  private,  or  before  the  Houfes  of 
Parliament  at  their  bar.  He  will  not  feek  to 
enfnare  them  into  acquiefcence  by  falfe  pre- 
tences and  exaggerated  accounts ;  nor  profefe 
to  be  petitioning  merely  for  one  objeft,  while 
he  is  fecretly  purfuin^  another  which  he  dares 
not  avow. 

■ 

The  fubjeft  of  credit,  being  extremely  im- 
portant, and  affeding  all  clafles  of  traders, 
requires  fome  general  obfervations  in  this 
place.  It  will  naturally  be  purfued  through 
mcfl  of  its  ramifications  in  the  fubfequcnt 

heads 
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heads  into  which  the  prefent  chapter  will  be 
divided. 

/ 
The  term  credit  has  difFerent  fignifiations 

as  it  refpeds  difFerent  men*    When  applied  to 

'.  a  foldier,  it  chiefly  regards  courage  ;    when  to 

a  lawyer,   abilities.     In  commercial  language 

it  means  the  title  which  a  trader  is  fuppofed  to 

•     •  ■    . 

have  in  the  world  to  confidence  in  refpeft'to 
his  mer<:antile,  and  more  particularly  his  .pe- 
cuniary tranfadions. 

In  this  fenfe,  as  being  generally  received 
in  the  trading  world,  the  term  is  to  be  under- 
ftopd  in  the  following  pages.  But  as  fome 
confufion  occafionally  arifes,  both  among 
traders  and  others^  from  the  vaguenefs  with 
which  it  is  ufed  ;  it  may  be  expedient  to  add 
fome  further  explanation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
accurately  diftinguifhing  .  commercial  credit 
from  other  points  not  always  difcriminated 
from  it.  It  may  therefore  be  obferved,  that  * 
by  credit  is  not  me^nt  the  trader's  credit  as  a 
man,  but  folely  as  a  trader',  although  his 
credit  as  a  man,  and  even  as  a  religious 
man,  may  to  a  certain  degree  mix  itfelf  in  the 

queftion. 
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aAuated  confiderably,  or  chiefly,  by  an  ofteH'* 
tatious  defire  of  apparent  fuperiority.  Or> 
perhaps,  he  borrows  money  through  the 
medium  of  a  clerk  or  agent  in  fome  covert 
and  difreputable  way,  in  order  to  fpare  him- 
fclf  the  mortific:uion  which  his  pride  would 
fuftain,  were  he  to  borrow  in  his  own  perfon, 
in  an  open  and  creditable  manner.  Or  it 
may  be,  that  he  difdains  to  borrow  at  all; 
and  through  this  difdain  puts  his  credit  to 
real  and  ferious  hazard.  Ox  he  refufes  to 
communicate  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  to  his 
partners,  efpecially  if  they  are  his  juniors; 
arrogantly  claiming  to  be  implicitly  truiled 
on  his  known  credit.  Or  he  forbears  to  diC- 
folve  a  partnerlhip  with  an  improper  affociate, 
through  the  fear,  as  he  drives  to  perfuade 
himfelfi  of  having  his  credit  impaired,  but  in 
reality  of  having  his  pride  wounded,  by  be- 
traying to  the  world  that  the  connedlion  was 
imprudent  and  wrong  from  the  beginning* 

Credit  admits  of  degrees.  It  is  the  duty  of 
fome  traders  tQ  cultivate  it  in  a  higher  "flegree; 
of  others,  in  a  lower.  It  is  to  be  cultivated 
in  order  to  be  ufed  ;  not  to  feed  the  pride  of 

the 
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the  poffeflbr.  There  is  a  rational  length  there- 
fore, beyond  which,  attempts  fhould  not  be 
made  to  carry  it.  It  would  be  «ibfurd  for  a 
fmall  country  banker  to  afpire  to  rival  the 
credit  of  a  great  London  bank ;  or  a  great 
London  bank  that  of  the  bank  of  England* 
It  is  enough  if  each  man's  credit  fuffices  for 
the  carrying  on  of  his  particular  bufmefi*. 
Le\  not  traders  then  in  higher  credit  defpye 
thofe  in  lower ;  nor  thofe  in  lower  credit 
emulate  thofe  in  higher.  And  let  thofe  vrhp 
pique  themfelves  on  their  commercial  credit, 
remember  how  fmall  a  part  it  forms  of  the 
real  charader  of  the  man. 

Though  credit  has  been  defined  to  be  the 
title  which  a  trader  isfuppofed  to  have  in  the 
world  to  confidence  in  refped  to  his  pecunL-* 
ary  and  mercantile  engagements  and  tran(^ 
adliona  j  it  is  obvioufly  his  duty  to  provide 
that  the  title  be  real,  and  that  there  be  folid 
foundations  for  confidence  to  reft  on.  The 
foundations  of  a  trader's  credit  are  property, 
integrity,  punctuality,  induftry,  prudence, 
opennefs  of  dealing,,  freedom  from  extrava- 
gance, from  a  fpirit  of  wild  fpeculatipn,  and 

VOL.  II.  R  from 
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from  vice,  and  the  charadler  of  the  partners 
and  of  others  with  whom  he  is  clofely  con-^ 
netted.  The  natural  effedis  of  thefe  qualifi-' 
cations  are  fuffkiently  plain.  It  may  be  noticed 
however,  that  although  property  may  hold 
the  firft  |dace  in  common  language  among  the 
fiable  grounds  of  credit  j  yet  the  influence  of 
the  other  requifites  which  have  been  fped-* 
fled  is  extren^ely  great :  and  particularly  of  » 
charader  of  eftablifhed  eminence  for  the  prac- 
tice of  thofe  moral  virtues,  which,  being  of, 
uniyerfal  and  indifpenfable*  obligation  inde* 
pcndently  of  their  confequences  as  to  com- 
mercial fuccefs,  have  been  pointed  out  to  the 
trader  antecedently  to  any  mention  of  the 
fubje<9:  of  credit.  They  who  have  been  known ' 
uniformly  to  have  conducted  their  bufinefs 
according  to  the  rules  of  faimefs  and  plwt 
dealing ;  to  have  made  no  vain  parade  of  thcif 
credit ;.  to  have  feforted  to  no  device  calcu- 
lated to  excite  an  erroneous  opinion  of  their 
wealth,  of  the  reliance  placed  upon  them,  or 
of  their  prudence,  induftry,  talents,  and  dif- 
pofitions;  to  have  abftaitted  from  improper 
tranfadionsf  however  profitable;  to  have 
dared  A  tell  truths  even  when  unfavourable 

to 
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to  their  credit;  and  nevdr  to  have  deviated 
from  reditude  in  thofe  trying  cdnjunftures 

which  bring  men's  principles  to  the  teft ;  have 
found  themfelf  es  rewarded  in  critical  times  bv 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  by  the  warm  at- 
tachment and  ftrenuous  exertionis  of  their 
friends,  and  even  by  generous  and  ample  offers 
of  afliftance  from  q[uarters  from  which  it  was 
the  leaft  expefted. 

As  a  trader  who  does  not  fully  poflefs  the 
l^al  foundations  of  credit  may  chance,  for  a 
time  at  leaft,  to  obtain  it ;  fo  another  who  has 
the  foundations  may  yet  be  without  the  credit 
which  he  deferves.  Let  the  former  ftrenuoufly 
exeft  himfelf  to  merit  the  confidence  which 
accident  has  conferred  upon  him ;  and  fcrupu- 
loufly  refrain  from  ufing  it  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree  farther  than  his  property  and  fituation 
render  warrantable  in  the  eye  of  confcience. 
Let  the  latter,  inftead  of  reforting  to  impro- 
per fteps  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  his 
credit,  patiently  fubmit  to  the  want  of  it  as 
to  other  unavoidable  evils ;  and  wait  till  by 
his  pcrfeverance  in  good  condudt  the  unfa- 

R  2  vourable 
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vourable  imprefiions  conceived  againft  him  be 
done  away. 

•  While  the  trader  is  careful  on  the  one  hand 
not  to  ufe  any  endeavours  for  extending  his 
bufinefs  repugnant  to  equity,  and  good  faith, 
or  to  the  fpirit  of  candour  and  liberality  j  he 
will  be  equally  attentive,  on  the  other,  not  to 
be  deficient  in  juft  and  laudable  exertions.  By 
unabating  diligence  he  will  promote,  together 
with  his  own  advantage,  the  intereft  of  his 
employers ;  by  difcarding  unneceflary  forms 
he  will  confult  their  accommodation ;  by  mild 
and  attractive  manners  he  will  conciliate  their 
efleem.     In  particular,  he  will  ftudy  to  give 

• 

them  no  grounds  to  reproach  him  with  the 
want  of  punftuality.  A  failure  in  this  point 
may  frequently  be  of  material  detriment  to 
their  plans  and  profped^s ;  and  will  always  «x- 

* 

cite  in  them  a  great  (hare  of  diflatisfaftion^ 
greater  perhaps  in  many  inftances  than  ought 
to  be  feit  under  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

i      • 

It  is  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  an  upright, 
trader   to  keep   accurate  accounts;    and  by 

means 
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means  of  frequent  and  fober  infpedlion  to  be 
at  all  times  matter  of  the  fitaation  of  his.af- 
fkirs.  If  he  perceives  them  at  any  period  to  be 
fo  far  embarrafled  as  to  give  him  more  folid 
grounds  to  fear  that  they  will  continue  to  de- 
cline, than  to  hope  that  they  may  profper  and 
be  retrieved ;  let  him  not  be  driven  by  a  fan-' 
guine  temper  to  the  reprehenfible,  and  frequent- 
ly difaftrous,  experiment  of  ftriving  advcntur- 
oufly  to  weather  the  ftorm  ;  and  of  endeav- 
curing  to  regain  what  he  has  loft  by  rifking 
his  remaining  property,  which  belongs  rathe/ 
to  his  creditors  than  to  himfelf.  Let  him 
not  over-rate  his  refoufces,  nor  the  goodnefs 
of  his  debts,  nor  the  probable  falc  and  product 
of  his  merchandife  or  manufactures.  But 
above  all  things,  let  him  not  feek  to  bolfter  up 
his  credit  by  unjuftifiable  means.  Let  him  not 
put  off  the  evil  day  by  accepting  depofits, 
much  lefs  by  obtaining  loans,  from  the  unfuf* 
pedling.  Let  him  difplay  a  mind  fuperior  to 
the  fuggeftions  of  falfe  fhame,  and  alive  only  to 
the  impulfe  of  moral  re(3;itude.  Let  him  not 
make  fecret  payments  to  particular  friends  and 
connections  ;  let  him  aflemble  all  thofe  who 
bave  demands  upon  him  j  let  him  lay  before 

R  3  them 
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them  a  fair  ftatement  of  his  paft  tranfadiona, 
of  hisprefent  condition,  and  of  his  future  prcvt 
fpe£ts.     If  he  fliould  forefee  that  inftant  bank-, 
ruptcy  muft  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  dif- 
dofure,  let  him  be  no  lefs  earneft  to  become  a 
bankrupt  for  the  juft  advantage  of  his  creditors^ 
than  he  would  have  been  fefokite  not  to  fail  by 
collufion  for  the  purpofe  of  defrauding  them. 
One  of  the  principal  grounds  on  which  it  ia 
his  duty,  under  the  circumftances  now  fup^ 
pofed,  to  ftop  payment,  is  the  neceflity  under 
which  he  is  laid,  while  he  continues  to  go  on, 
of  making  partial  payments ;  that   is  to  fay, 
payments  to  fome  creditors  to  the  confequent 
injury  of  others.     If  he  goes  on  a  week  too 
long,  the  payments  during  that  week  cannot 
but  be  partial;  for,  as  long  as  he  .proceeds  as  a 
folvent  man,  he  cannot  proportion  his  pay* 
inents  to  his  creditors  according  to  their  re- 
fpe£live  debts :  to  do  that,  he  muft  have  the 
^d  of  the  law.     While  a  trader  is  hefitating 
whether  to  ftop  or  not^  which  he  may  reafon- 
aUy  be  fuppofed  to  do  for  a  few  davs^  while 
examining    bis  accounts  and    refources,   he 
fhould  endeavour,  if  obliged  to  make  fome 
payment^  to  make  them  with  all  practicable 

regar4 
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regard  to  due  proportion,  leflemng  perhaps 
ftill  more  fome  of  the  heavieftj  and  not  giving 
a  preference,  as  in  fuch  a  cfifis  he  will  be- 
tempted  to  do,  to  the  moft  importunate  and 
unrelenting  creditors.  Rather  let  their  im-i' 
pdrtunity  and  feverity  have  the  effe^  of 
Jaftening  the  period  of  his  flopping. 

If  fuch  be  the  duty  of  a  perfon  whofe  affiiirs 
m  in  a  ftate  not  greatly  worfe  than  amlMgUo^ 
0U8 ;  never  let  the  trader  afl:  on  the  prefump- 
don  of  retrieving  his  circumftanccs  when  they 
have  become  flagrantly  infolvent.  Let  him 
cbniider,  that  by  (lopping  fairly  at  once  he 
may  gain  a  comjdete  difcharge  from  his  debts; 
2nd  that,  by  attempting  to  proceed,  he  not 
aniy  rilks  the  lofs  of  that  advantage,  but  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  a  multitude  of  temptations  j. 
temptations,  namely,  tq  fet  up  falfe  credit,  to 
Qngage  in  adventurous  fpeculations,  to  con- 
cealment of  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  from: 
clerks  and  others,  and  ultimately,  to  defpair  of 
mind.  Let  him  recolle<St  the  qonfcioufnefs  of 
diihpnefty  and  deceit,  which  will  attend  him 
in  every  Hep  that  he  takes ;  and  the  increafed 
oUo(](uy  and  di%race,   which  await  him  if^^ 

R  4  obliged 
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obliged  to  fail  at  laft.  A  hafty  refolution  of 
endeavouring  to  ftand  his  ground,  may  leave 
him  a  prey  for  life  to  forrow  and  remorfe. 
Let  him  beware  of  following  the  felfilh  ad-* 
vice  of  fome  creditor,  who  may  have  an  in* 
terefl:  in  urging  him  not  to  flop  ;  a  creditor 
whofe  debt  is  perhaps  fo  large,  as  to  make 
him  fear  left  his  own  credit  ihould  be  hurt 
by  the  £adlure  of  fo  great  a  debtor ;  or  who 
wiihes  the  infolvent  man  to  proceed,  in  or^ 
der  that,  by  giving  him  a  falfe  credit  in  the 
eyes  of  others,  he  may  at  their  expence  finally  ' 
efcape  lofs  faimfelC  It  is  remarkable,  that  in 
bankruptcies  it  does  not  happen,  in  general, 
that  the  dividend  made  on  the  aflets  amounts 
to  mor«  than  five  or  fis^  (hillings  in  the  pound ; 
a  fad,  which  fhevrs  how  great  a  pronenels 
there  is  in  the  trading  world  to  forbear  too 
long  firom  flopping  payment,  and  one  which 
may  itfelf  operate  as  a  ftriking  admoniticm  on 
the  fubjeO* 

There  are  two  wavs  in  which  an  infolveht 
man  may  terminate  his  afl&ui&  One  is,  by  it 
commiffion  of  bankruptcy;  the  other,  byfuip- 
re^idenng  hk  ei&SU  u:ade7  it  deed  cf  tniftt 

In 
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In  the  firft  method,  an  expence  amoundrig 
to  about  an  hundred  pounds  is  incitrred,  and 
fome  delay  is  neceflary.     The  advantage  tcr 
the  infolvent  man  is,  that  the  confent  of  a 
certain  portion  of  his  creditors  is  fufiBcient 
for  his  difcharge  for  ever  from  all  his  debts. 
In  the  fecond  method,  the  exipence  is  little  j 
but  the  fignature  of  all  the  creditors  is  necel- 
fary  to  exonerate  the  individual.     If  he  has 
many  bill-creditors,  that  is  to  fay,  creditors 
who  hold  bills  of  exchange  for  which  he  is 
tefponfible,  a  deed  of  truft  is  impradicables 
as  the  creditors  are  not  to  be  met  with.     In- 
folvent  men  are  very  apt  to  prefer  a  deed  of 
truft^  as  a  lefs  difcreditable  meafure  than  a 
commifiion  of  bankruptcy.     And,  not  unfre* 
quently,    inftead    of  bringing  matters   to   a 
conclufion  by  one  of  the  preceding  methods, 
they  procure  a  refpite,  by  obtaining  what  is 
called  a  letter  of  licenfe  ;  which  is  no  more 
than  an  agreement  from  the  creditors  to  poll- 
pone  all  claims  for  a  limited  time.     When  a 
trader  fails,  there  is  generally  a  ftruggle  to  get 
the  n^ore  favourable  courfe  adopted;  and  the 
party   cpncerned  is  frequently  guilty  of  all 
Jcinds  of  partiality  to  particular  creditors,  in 

order 
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4irder  to  gain  thar  coDcurrence.  From  fiich 
pradices,  however  ftrong  the  temptation,  tec 
^ery  booeft  trader  te&ain. 

A  qucftioa  lurtiiially  occurs  in  this  place ; 
whether  a  perfon  who  has  failed,  and  has 
not  been  able  by  the  furrender  of  his  ef- 
fcQs  to  pay  the  fiill  amount  (i)  of  the  debts 
which  he  had  contra^ed,  is  bound  in  con- 
fdence  to  diicha^e  the  remainder,  if  he  ihould 
afterwards  £nd  himfeif  able.  In  fome  cafes 
he  is  under  no  fuch  obligation.  But,  in 
order  to  difcem  clearly  in  what  cafes  the  ob* 
Ug^on  eiafts,  and  of  what  nature  it  is,  it  will 
be  requiCte  to  enquire  into  the  letter  and  the 
Jpirit  of  the  law  of  the  land  refpeding  bank- 


(i)  **  Thr  bankrupt,  npon  his  c 
<*  ufoa  pain  of  death  to  niakc  a  full  dtfcoTCry  of  aflUs 
"  cftatc  and  effcQi,  a&  wcD  ia  expcctaocy  as  in  iioli  Knn^ 
**  and  boar  be  has  diipolcd  of  the  Cimc  ;  togedxr  with 
*■  aO  boofcs  and  wntii^  relating  ttcreto;  and  is  to  deliier 
**  np  all  m  his  own  power  to  dte  connBK&oocn,  eicc^tf 
*■  the  jtoxBirj  a^ipaid  of  himfclf,  las  wife  and  Us  dn^ 
■*  dren  j  or  in  cafe  be  conceals  or  cmbezitcs  anj  efic& 
■■  to  the  amowni  of  20L  or  withhold}  zqt  btKiks  or  writ. 
•*  ii^  with  intent  to  defraud  his  dcditors,  be  Ihall  be 
•  puItT  of  IdoDfvidKHit  benefit  ot^ngj*  Bbckftooe* 
lodi  edit.  vol.  iL  p.  482. 

nipts. 


fiUfOAOMP  IN  TItA;>B  AND  B^USIN^^S.  951 

rupt8.  THe  law  leaves  all  fubfcqucnt  property 
jicquired  by  the  bankrupt  open  to  feizure^  on 
jiccount  of  debts  contradled  before  his  fa^ilure^ 
wd  remaining  unpaid,  ^nlefs  a  certain  pro7 
portion  of  his  creditors,  of  a  fpecified  de^ 
(cription,  have  concurred  in  panting  him  a 
certi^cate  of  liis  having  made  an  ingenuous 
difcovery  of  his  efFeds^  and  of  his  having 
conformed  in  all  points  to  the  diredions  of 
the  ftatutes.  This  certificate,  on  being  allowed 
after  due  enquiry  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
fecures  to  the  banlfrupt,  together  with  othec 
privileges,  a  legfJ  indemnity  from  all  un- 
fatisfied  claims.  The  law  likewife  points  out 
feveral  cafes  (/)  in  which  the  certificate  ought 
not  to  be  regarded ;  or,  if  granted,  may  be 
afterwards  fuperfeded.  It  may  therefore  be 
ftated  as  the  firft  general  rule  on  this  fub-^ 
jed:,  xh^t  if  a  perfon  who  has  obtained  his 

(/)  See  thefe  cafes  enumerated  in  Bbckftone^  voL  ii« 
p.  484.  The  bankrupt  alfo,  on  prefenting  the  certificate. 
to  the  GhancqlloF,  or  to  the  Judges  appointed  by  him  to 
inveAigate  the  mfitter,  muft  make  oath  that  it  was  obtain-^ 
ed  without  fraud,  p«  483*  If  it  ftould  aft^M/ards  be 
^covered  that  he  had  then  perjured  himfelf,  the  ccrti- 
ficate^  on  a  propter  application,  would  certainly  be  an« 
polled* 

certificate 
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certificate  (hall  be  coafcious  that  he  has  con- 
cealed feme  fadi  from  his  creditors,  intention- 
ally, or  even  unintentionally  (for  he  is  not 
to  reap  advantage  from  his  own  negligence), 
the  difcovery  of  which  would  in  his  opinion 
have  prevented  it  from  being  granted  ;  he  is 
bound  in  ftridt  juftice  not  only  to  provide  the 
beft  means  in  his  power  for  paying  the  full 
amount  of  their  refpe£Hve  debts,  but  like  wife 
to  difcharge  them  from  time  to  time  with 
reafonabie  difpatch,  in  proportion  as  he  (hall 
find  himfelf  able. 

But  further^  the  bankrupt  laws  give  advan- 
tages to  the  infolvent  trader  over  other  infol- 
vent  perfons,  only  on  the  ground  of  his  in* 
folvency  proceeding  from  fome  misfortune, 
peculiarly  incident  to  trade :  and  are  defigned 
for  the  benefit  of  fuch  trs^ders  only  as  are  both 
honeft  {m)  and  induftrious.  Nay,  "  unlefs 
it  (hall  appear  that  the  bankrupt's  inability 
to  pay  his  debts  arofe  from  forae  cafual  lofs  j 
he  may,  upon  convidiion  by  indidment  of 
♦•  fuch  grofs  miicondud):  and  negligence,  be 

(m)  See  Blackftone,  vol.  ii.  p.  474. 

«  fet 
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*^  fet  up  in  the  pillory  for  two  hours,  and  have 
"  one  of  his  ears  nailed  to  the  fame,  and  cut 
^  off  (»)."  This  fevere  ftatute,  though  I  know 
not  that  it  has  been  carried  into  execution  in 
a  fingle  inftance,  is  icfelf  a  fufficient  proof  of 
the  law  not  having  intended  that  men  who 
have  been  guilty  of  flagrant  imprudence,  care- 
leffnefs,  or  extravagance,  fhould  be  indulged 
by  their  creditors  with  certificates*  Let  us 
fuppofe  then,  that  a  bankrupt  has  been  guilty 
of  thefe  faults,  and  is  known  to  have  been 
guilty  of  them  by  his  creditors  j  of  whom, 
notwithftanding,  a*requifiie  number  think  fit 

to  grant  him  a  certificate.  Thofe  who  fign 
it.  may  be  {0)  culpable  for  acceding  to  that 
meafure ;  but  undoubtedly  they  relinquifli  aH 

{n)  Blackftone,  vol.  11.  p.  482. 
"  {9)  The  difcretionary  power  of  granting  or  refufing  cer- 
tificates to  bankrupts,  with  which  creditors  are  invefted  by 

the  law,  ought  to  be  employed  in  conformity  to  the  pur- 
pofe  for  whigh  it  was  conferred,  to  promote  the  public 
good.  It  affords  an  opportunity  of  giving  encouragement 
tp  the  deferving,  and  of  difcountcnancing  men  of  fufpicious 
ch;ira£lers.  Too  great  facility  in  figning  certificates,'  by 
confounding,  as  far  as  it  operates,  the  diftinftion  between 
right  and  wrong,  is  not  lefs  injurious  to  the  community 
dian  the  oppofite  extreme. 

I  o  further 
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further  claims  (m  the  bankrupt.     He  flandi 
from  that  moment  difcharged  from  every  oblU 
gation  oijujlici  to  pay  them  a  fingle  additional 
farthings  however  ample  may  be  the  property 
l;^hich  he  afterwards  acquires.     But  with  re- 
fjped  to  thofe  creditors  who  did  not  fign  his 
certificate,  he  feems  to  remain  in  a  different 
predicament.  The  unfatisfied  demands  of  thefe 
men  are  not  prejudiced  in  the  eye  of  con-* 
fcience,  though  annulled  in  law,  by  the  re* 
prehenfible  lenity  of  the  former ;   of  which 
they  manifefted  their  complete  difapprobation 
in  the  manner  indicated   by  the  legiflature, 
namely,  by  refufing  to  concur  in  a  certificate^ 
which,  according  to  the  fpirit  and  meaning  of 
the  ftatutes,    ought   to    have  been  withheld 
on  the  part  of  the  creditors,  and  ought  not  to 
have  been  accepted  by  the  bankrupt  for  the 
purpofe  of  evading  future  payments,  which 
he  might  be  able  and  bound  in  confcience  to 
make.    If  thefe  obfervations  are  well  foundedi 
it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  fecond  general  rule ; 
that    under   the   circurnftances    which   have 
been  ftated,  he  is  bound  in  juftice  (juftice,   I 
mean,  as  meafured  by  confcience,  not  by  law) 
to  pay  thofe  of  his  creditors  who  did  not  fign 

the 
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the  certificate,  the  remainder  of  their  debts  ac- 
cording to  his  fubfequent  abiKty,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  he  would  have  been  had  he  obtained 

ixis  certificate  by  fraud.. 

<      « - » 

.  Some  other  cafes,  varying  in  feveral  point? 
irom  thofe  which  we  have  been  inveftigating, 
mi^t  yet  be  propofed.  I  do  not  howerver 
enter  into  them,  as  the  enquiry  would  lead  into- 
iTunute  and  tedious  details  j  and  as  it  would  in? 
fa<fl  be  fuperfluous,  fmce  they  may  be  refolved 
"by  an  application  of  thofe  pfinciples  on  which 
the  preceding  general  rules  are  founded^ 

If  it  be  afked,  whether  a  bankrupt  is  bound 
by  thofe  rules  only  to  the  payment  of  the  fpe- 
cific  fum«  which  he  owes,  or  to  the  further 
payment  of  intereft  ;  and,  yhether  his  obliga- 
tion to  pay  either  the  one  or  the  other  may 
not  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  his  fu- 
ture property  is  acquired  J  the  anfwers  to  both 
thcfe  qtaeftions  are  obvious.  The  reafons 
which  oblige  him  in  confcience  to  pay  the 
principal  fums,  oblige  him  equally  to  repay 
fuch  of  them  with  intereft,  as  he  would  have 
%een  bouod  thus  to  repay  if  he  had  not  failed* 

14  And 
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And  jthcy  oblige  him  to  difcharge  both,  prin- 
cipal and  intereft  by  the  application  of  any 
property  over  which  he  finds  himfelf  pofTefied 
of  a  legal  power  of  difpofal ;  whatever  be  the 
means  by  which  that  property  has  come  into 
his  hands. 

Wh^n  a  number  of  partners  have  become 
bankrupts  through  the  bad  behaviour  of  one  qf 
them>  the  foregoing  obfervations,  though  ap* 
plicable  to  all  of  them  (for  each  had  made 
himfelf  in  a  great  degree  refponfible  for  the 
condu<3:  of  the  other),  prefs  with  efpecial  force 
on  the  culpable  perfon ;  and  fhould  render 
him  particularly  defirous  of  contributing  in 
proportion  to  his  future  ability  to  make  up, both 
to  his  creditors  and  to  his  former  aflbciates,  the 
lofTes  which  they  fuftained  through  his  blame- 
able  proceedings. 

In  the  next  place  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in 
moft  of  the  inftances  wherein  the  bankrupt 
i?iay  ftand  exempt  from  the  imperious  de- 
mands of  juftice,  he  will  feel  his  confcience 
aflailed  by  the  no  lefs  powerful  impulfe  of 
Chriftian  benevolence.      Though  his  failure 

has 
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lias  been  owing  neither  to  mifcdnduft  nor  to 
negligence ;  though  every  one  of  his  proceed- 
ings has  been  free  from  the  flighteft  tindlure 
of  diftionefty  or  deceit;  yet  when  he  is  after- 
wards bleflcd  with  wealth,  if  he  beholds  thofe 
who  have  fuffered  by  his  misfortunes  ftruggling 
with  calamities  or  pining  in  want,  and  ftyetches 
not  forth  his  hand  to  relieve  them ;  he  may 
be  as  criminal  in  the  fight  of  his  Maker  as  if 
he  were  detaining  what  was  ftridtly  and  abfo- 
lutely  their  ovirn*  In  this  cafe  the  line  of  duty 
is  evident.  In  others  lefs  ftrong  he  muft  judge 
by  a  fair  comparifon  of  the  fituation  of  himfelf 
and  his  family,  with  that  of  his  former  credit- 
ors, what  are  the  meafures  which  either  grati- 
tude or  charity  requires  him  to  adopt  j  whetheT 
they  call  upon  him  to  make  up  his  deficiencies 
to  the  whole  number,  or  only  to  a  part ;  to 
difcharge  them  fooner,  or  later ;  completely^ 
or  but  to  a  certain  degree ;  with  intereft,  or 
without  it.  But  let  him  judge^  as  he  would 
Wifh  others  under  finiilar  cireumftances  to 
judge  towards  himfelf,  with  candour  and  im- 
partiality ;  let  him  even  determine  beforehand 
to  incline  to  the  humane  and  generous  fide. 
The  bias  of  felf- intereft  will  fufiiciently  bring 
VOL.  II.  S  him 
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him  back  to  the  fide  of  parfimony.  As  fof 
men  who,  after  paying  fcanty  dividends, 
employ  fubfeqiient  affluence  in  luxury  and 
parade,  regardlefs  of  the  fituation  of  their  utt-  - 
happy  creditors ;  they  deferve  to  be  clafled 
with  criminals  of  the  moft  infamous  de- 
fcription. 

The  obfervations  which  hax^e  been  made 
refpe£ting  bankrupts  may  eafily  be  applied  to 
the  fituation  of  an  infolvent  trader,  who  has 
fettled  his  affairs  by  a  deed  of  truft,  with  fuch 
changes  as  the  nature  and  terms  of  the  deed 
obvioufly  require. 

After  having  addrefled  the  foregoing  obfer- 
vations to  the  trader  who  has  failed,  and  has 
retrieved  his  circumftances,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  conclude  the  fubjc£t  with  a  fliort 
admonition  to  the  creditor.  If  the  former 
.ought  to  be  prompt  as  well  as  juft  in  oiFering, 
the  latter  fhould  be  delicate  and  fcrupulous  in 
accepting.  Even  in  cafes  where  ftridt  jufticc 
gives  him  a  fight  to  the  fum  laid  before  him, 
and  much  more  on  occafions  where  he  has  no 
fuch  claim,    it  may  frequently  happen  that 

what 
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^hat  the  one  is  bound  in  confcience  to  tender^ 
It  would  be  ungenerous  and  mor?.lly  wrong  in 
the  other  to  receivci 

A  few  remarks  refpefting  the  general  6i(* 
jpofitions  of  a  trader,  and  his  habits  in  private 
life,  may  be  fubjoined  in  the  next  place. 

The  man  who  is  conftantly  engaged  in  one 
particular  employment,  and  accuftomed  to  di- 
reiS:  his  thoughts  day  after  day  and  year  after 
year  into  the  fame  channel,  frequently  acquires 
a  narrow  turn  of  mind.  Like  the  furveyor* 
who  traverfes  a  country  for  the  purpofe  of 
laying  out  a  turnpike  road,  regardlefs  of  its 
beauties,  and  carelefs  as  to  its  fertility,  and  at- 
tending to  its  inequalities  merely  with  an  eye 
to  the  forming  of  a  communication  between 
them,  to  the  quantity  of  materials  which  will 
be  wanting,  and  the  facility  with  which  they 
liiay  be  procured ;  he  neglects  to  exercife  his 
tmderftanding  in  enlarged  and  comprehenfive 
\iews  of  the  various  objefts  around  him  ;  and, 
if  he  contemplates  them  at  all,  meafures  them 
only  by  that  limited  and  inadequate  fcale,  to 
ivhich  he  has  been  ufed  to  refer  the  concerns 

S  2  of 
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of  his  private  occupation.     Of  all  the  profef^ 
fions  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  higher  and 
middle  clafles  of  fociety,  none*  perhaps  lead 
more  diredly  to  contracted  ideas  than  thofej 
which  confift  in  buying  and  felling,  in  cafting  ■, 
up  accounts,  in  calculating  pecuniary  rilks  and  "^ 
advantages,  and  in  the  uniform  tranfadlions  of 
the  counting-houfe  and  the  flipp.     To  guard 
the  youth  deftined  for  fuch  a  fituation  from 
falling  into  the  trammels  of  prejudice,  and  ha- 
bituating himfelf  to  partial  and  confined  views 
of  things,  it  is  peculiarly  defirable   that  his 
mind  fhould  be  cultivated,  his  faculties  ex- 
panded, and  his  ideas  taught  to  expatiate  in  a 
wide  and  ample  range,  by  a  liberal  and  learned 
education.     The  negledt  of  his  improvement 
in  literature  is  the  more  blameable,  as  he  will 
probably  be  fnatched  away  from  fchools  and 
tutors,  and  initiated  into  the  myfteries  and  im- 
merfed  in  the  details  of  his  future  employ- 
ment, at  an  earlier  age  than  his  companions^ 
who  are  intended  for  the  church,  for  phyfic, 
or  for  the  bar.     But  let  him  not^  abandon  his 
ftudies  when  he  commences  a  man  of  bufinefs* 
Let  him  not  throw  afide  his  armour  when  he 
wants  it  the  moft.     Let  him  f^duloufly  devote 

7  hi* 
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his  leifure,  let  him  feduloufly  redeem  from 

fcenes  of  trifling  amufement  leifure  that  it  may 

be  devoted,  to  the  perufal  of  eminent  authors, 

|L^  antient  as  well  as  modern,  to  works  of  general 

P  information,  of  fcience,  and  of  tafte.    Many 

E  ■-,    1 1      ■ 

V'^  fiL  wary  father  would  flart  at  thefe  words,  as 
indicating  the  high  road  to  ruin.  Many  a 
wary  father  has  inculcated  on  his  fon  that  trade 
has  nothing  to  do  with  learning.  The  faga-* 
pious  parent  confiders  all  reading,  except  that 
of  day-books,  tables  of  interefl,  invoices,  and* 
orders  from  correfpondents,  as  indifpofing  the 
jnind  to  commerce,  and  as  a  wafl:e  of  valuable 
time;  as  never  contributing  to  the  gaining  of 
money,  and  too  often  to  the  fpending  of  it. 
But  let  not  the  fon  be  a  trader,  unlefs  he  may 
be  fomething  more.  Let  him  alfo  be  a  virtu-f 
ous,  wife,  and  enlightened  man,  at  once  a 
benefit  and  an  ornament  to  fociety.  Fathers 
of  families,  who  have  fons  iri  trade,  ought  to. 
encourage  them  in  rational  and  improving  pur- 
fuits,  and  warn  them  againil  trifling  away, 
as  is  often  done,  all  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
after  bufinefs  is  over,  in  idle  converfation. 
And  if  parents  are  confcious  of  a  deficiency  of 
knowledge  in  themfelves,   with   the  greater 

S3  earned- 
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carneftnefs  fhould  they  excite  their  fons  to  the 
attainment  of  more.  Thefe  obfervations  may 
be  extended  to  perfons  who  have  young  men 
deflined  for  trade  under  their  care,  either  2fi 
apprentices  or  on  anv  other  footing. 

Let  the  trader  keep  a  conftant  and  vigilant 
eye  over  the  habits  of  his  mind  and  the  work- 
ings of  his  heart,  left  he  fhould  gradually  be 
abforbed  in  mere  worldly  concerns ;  left  he 
fhould  contraft  a  covetous  and  niggardly 
fjpirit,  eftimating  too  highly  the  importance  of 
riches,  and  unwilling  to  apply  them  to  their 
proper  ufe.  Above  all  things  let  him  not  de- 
pend folely  or  principally  onhimfelf,norafcribe 
his  fuccefs  folely  or  principally  to  his  own  ex- 
ertions. "  Beware  ( /)  that  thou  forget  not  the 
Lord  thy  God :  left  when  thou  haft  eaten 
and  art  full,  and  haft  built  goodly  houfes, 
and  dwelt  therein  ;  and  when  thy  herds  and 
**  thy  flocks  multiply,  and  thy  filver  and  thy 
^*  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all  that  thou  haft  is 
f*  multiplied  j  then  thine  heart  be  lifted  up— 

(^)  Deut.  viii.  ii.  i8. 
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^  and  thou  fay  in  thine  heart,  ^  My  power 
^^  and  the  might  of   my  hand    hath  gotten 
"  me    this  wealth — But  thou  fhalt   remem- 
^'  ber  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  for  it  is  he  that 
*'  giveth  thee    power  to  get  wealth."      To 
the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  all  things  let  hini 
be  grateful  in  profperity,  let  him  be  cheer- 
fully   fubmiffive    in  misfortiines.      Ltt  him 
not  repine  when  his  hopes  are  crofTed  ;    |ior 
envy  thofe  to  whom  Providence  may  appear 
more   bountifuL      Let  him  not   vilify   and 
calumniate  his  competitors  ;    nor   fufFer  the 
feeds  of  hatred  towards  them  to  find  fhelter 
*  Tor  a  moment  in  his  breaft.     Let  him  be  can- 
did to  merit,  even  in  a  rival.     Let  him  lookt 
with  kindnefs  on  young  beginners  in  his  own 
occupation,  and  remember  that  the  world  is 
large  enough  for  him  and  them.    Let  him  omit 
no    favourable  opportunity  of  admonifhing 
the  thoughtlefs,  of  encouraging  the  deferving, 
of  aiding  the  unfortunate,  of  difcountenancing 
the  idle,  the  fraudulent,  and  the  vicious.     In 
a  word,  let  him  ftudy  to  promote  in  others 
the  practice  of  thofe  virtues  whiqh  he  feels 
incumbent  on  himfelf. 

S4  It 
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It  may  be  ncccflary  to  fuggeft  to  the  trader 
a  particular  caution  againft  infringing  the  Sab* 
bath.  Let  him  not  imitate  thofe  among  his 
brethren  who  make  it  a  mere  day  of  pleafure 
and  conviviality;  orw-ho,  being  prevented  by 
eftabliihed  cuftom  from  opening  their  count* 
ing-houfes  and  fliops,  fhew  by  employing  it 
in  calling  up  books  and  writing  letters  oa 
bufmefs,  that  principle  would  not  detain  them 
from  their  ordinary  occup^^tion.  A  flrict  atten- 
tion to  the  proper  duties  of  the  feventh  day,  in 
addition  to  the  daily  duties  of  religion,  is  not 
more  than  fufficient  to  teach  him  wrho  is  en^ 
gaged  during  the  fix  days  in  "  laying  up  trea- 
"  fure  on  earth,"  "  that  his  firft  concern  is  to 
"  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven." 

In  felefting  the  perfdns  with  whom  he  con- 
neds  himfelf  in  partnerfhip,  while  the  trader 
refleds,  that  one  ignorant,  carelefs,  of  adven-* 
turous  -man  may  impair  the  credit  and  bring 
on  the  ruin  of  his  aflbciates;  let  him  not  un- 
dervalue the  danger  to  which  his  own  prin- 
ciples may  be  expofed  by  continual  intercourfe 
lYith  a  man  of  immoral  charafter.     Let  him 

remem- 
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remember  top,  that  the  charafter  of  the  per- 
fons  whom  he  felefls  to  be  his  friends  and  the 
companionfi  of  his  leifure  hours,  will  have  a 
manifeft  efFedt,  not  only,  as  has  been  alread/ 
mentioned,  on  his  credit,  but  alio  on  his  man^ 
ners  and  private  conduft.  The  intimacies  of 
a  trader  are  commonly  formed  on  mercan- 
tile principles.     He  is  apt  to  aflbciate  chiefly 

with  men  engaged  in  commerce,  with  brokers, 
cuftomers,  and  others,  by  whofe  inftrumenta- 

lity  he  may  gain  money;  and  to  aflfociate  with 

them  not  merely  from  fimilarity  of  purfuits, 

and  the  neceflary  connections  of  bufmefs,  l?ut 
from  an  habitual  attention  to  profit,  and  a  foli- 
citude  to  turn  even  the  moments  of  relaxation 
to  pecuniary  advantage.    '  Through  the  influ- 
ence of  lurking  avarice,  he  is  prone  to  confi- 
der  little,  either  the  religious,  moral,  or  mental 
qualities  of  his  acquaintance,  except  as  far  as 
they  may  be  likely  to  make  him  poorer.    And 
through    the    fame    influence    he   fometimes 
renders  himfelf  defervedly  unhappy  through 
life,    by    making    wealth  and  lucrative  con- 
nexions the  grand  objedt  of  matrimonial  en- 
gagements. 

It 
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It  frequently  happens  that  men  over-rate 
the  good  which  they  have  done  ;  and  pqrhaps 
it  is  equally  common  for  them  to  have  con-- 
fidered  too  little  the  good  which  they  might 
have  done.  The  fervices  which  a  perfon  en- 
gaged in  a  liberal  line  of  trade  or  bufinefs  may 
render  to  the  public  by  an  upright  difchargq 
of  the  duties  of  his  occupation,  and  a  diligent 
attention  to  the  opportunities  of  ufefulnefs 
which  it  affords,  are  not  fufficiently  regarded. 
He  who  purfues  his  employment  for  its  proper 
ends;  and  conduds  himfelf  on  principles  of 
equity  and  benevolence ;  who  fcrupuloufly 
obeys  the  precepts  of  religion,  and  the  laws  of 
his  cpuntry ;  who  feeks  no  unfair  or  unrea- 
fonable  advantages,  nor  takes  them  even  when 
they  obtrude  themfelves  upon  him  for  accept- 
ance ;  who  withftands  pernicious  combina- 
tions, and  dares  even  to  fet  the  example  of 
breaking  diftioneft  and  difmgenuous  cuftoms ; 
who  joins  opcnnefs  to  prudence,  and  bene- 
ficence to  frugality;  who  fhews  himfelf  candid 
to  his  rivals,  modeft  in  fuccefs,  a^nd  cheerful 
under  difappointments ;  and  who  adorns  his 
profeflional  knowledge  with  the  various  ac- 
quisitions of  an  enlarged  and  cultivated  under- 

ftanding^ 
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ftanding,  is  a  benefador  to  his  country  and 
to  mankind.  His  example  and  his  influence 
operate  at  once  on  the  circle  in  which  he 
moves,  and  gradually  extend  themfelves  far 
and  wide.  Others  who  have  been  witnefles 
of  his  proceedings  and  his  virtues,  imitate 
them  boj:h;  and  become  the  centres  of  im- 
provement to  additional  circles.  Thus  a  broad 
foundation  is  laid  for  purifying  trade  from 
tlje  real  (lains  which  it  has  contracted,  and 
of  refcuing  it  from  the  difgraceful  imputa- 
tions  with  which  it  is  undefervedly  charged. 
And  it  is  thus  that  even  a  fingle  individual 
may  contribute  in  no  fmall  degree  to  pro- 
dcice  a  moral  revolution  in  the  commercial 
charadter. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  illuftrate  fome  of 
the  general  principles  and  obfervations  which 
have  been  laid  down,  by  applying  them  to 
the  conduct  of  bankers,  merchants,  fafkors  or 
agents,  and  manufadturers,  confidered  under 
diftindt  heads  j  and  to  fubjoin  fuch  remarks 
in  their  proper  places  as,  in  confequence  of 
their  referring  chiefly  or  entirely  to  one  of  the 
f^bove^-mentioned  clafl!es  of  men,  could  not  be 

diftindly 
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diftindly  introduced  in  the  former  part  of  this 
chapter. 

There  are  two  points  concerning  which 
I  would  briefly  explain  my  intentions  before  I 
enter  upon  this  iaveftigation. 

Perfons  who  are  ranged  under  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  heads,  occafionally  pra<3ifc. 
the  bufmefs  of  thofe  who  are  flationed  under 
another.  The  banker  and  the  merchant,  for 
example,  in  tranfa£ting  bufmefs  for  other  per- 
fons, often  a£t  as  agents  ^  and  the  great  manu**' 
fadlurer  frequently  treads  almoft  in  the  fteps 
of  the  merchant.  But  I  (hall  feldom  detain 
the  reader  by  anticipating  or  by  repeating  ad-- 
monitions,  however  applicable  to  the  perfons 

immediately  under  confideration,  which  ipiay 
be  found  by  turning  a  few  pages  forward  or 
backward,  though  applied  in  thofe  pages  to 
men  of  a  different  defcription.  Neither  fhall 
I  attempt  to  enumerate  the  vaft  variety  of  par- 
ticular duties,  and  of  particular  temptations, 
occurring  in  the  courfc  of  bufmefs  to  thofe 
who  are  engaged  in  any  of  the  employments 
of  which  I  am  about  to  fpeak  j  but  fhall  con- 
tent 
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tent  myfelf  with  noticing  fome  few  leading 
•  inftances  of  the  one  and  of  the  other.  For 
the  remarks  which  will  naturally  occur  dur- 
ing the  examination  of  thofe  inftances  will 
be  fu£Gcient  to  direft  a  confcientious  man 
to  a  light  determination  refpeding  duties 
which  arife  under  different  circumftances, 
and  temptations  which  appear  under  a  differ- 
ent fhape. 

I.  Bankers  form  the  firft  clafs  of  which  we 
iure  to  treat. 

The  bufmefs  of  a  banker,  confidered  in  the 
fimpleft  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
metropolis,  confifts  in  receiving  the  money  of 
Others  as  a  depofit,  and  in  making  a  profit  on 
fuch  a  portion  of  it  as  he  prefumes  they  will 
not  call  for  within  a  certain  period.  That  fum 
he  vefts  in  landed,  or  government,  or  other 
fecurities ;  or  employs  it,  as  is  more  frequently 
the  cafe,  in  .difcounting  bills  of  exchange  for 
his  cuftomers,  who  are  the  more  difpofed 
by  this  accommodation  to  keep  cafh  in  his 
hands. 


It 
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It  has  happened,  however,  in  confequencd 
of  the  great  increafe  of  country  traders  and 
manufafturers,  and  more  efpecially  of  country 
banks,  that  another  very  confiderable  branch 
of  bufinefs  has  been  fuperadded  to  the  fore-* 
going.  For  many  of  the  country  traders  and 
manufadturers,  and  all  the  country  banks, 
having  occafion  for  corrcfpondents  in  Lon- 
don, the  London  bankers  have  engrofled  al- 
moft  the  vrhole  of  this  employment  j  vrhich 
they  are  commonly  able  to  execute  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate^  and  more  to  the  fatisfadlion  01 
their  country  cuftomers,  than  London  mer- 
chants, or  any  mere  agents.  This  branch  of 
bufinefs  confifts  in  procuring  acceptance  and 
receiving  payment  for  all  remittances  of  bills 
payable  in  London  wrhich  the  houfe  in  the 
country  fends  up ;  and  in  accepting  and  pay- 
ing as  many  bills  as  the  country  corre-* 
fpondent  has  occafion  to  draw;  together 
with  a  few  incidental  tranfaftions,  as  lodging 
credit  for  him  abroad,  negotiating  for  him 
bills  on  foreign  countries,  and  paying  foreigH 
bills  drawn  upon  the  London  banker  on 
account  of  the  cuftomers  of  the  country 
banL 

Objec- 
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Objedions  are  fometimes  made  to  this, new 
•department  in  the  banking  line.  The  preva- 
.  lence  however  of  the  pradice,  in  which  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  thing  juftly  dero- 
gatory to  the  character  of  a  banker,  affords  a 
Arong  prefumption  of  its  utility.  The  novelty 
of  a  pradlice,  though  apt  to  excite  unfavourable 
obfervations,  efpecially  on  the  part  pf  thofe 
who  fuffer  by  the  diverfion  of  bufinefs  into  the 
new  channel,  is  no  proof  that  it  is  wrong.  The 
innovation  in  queftion  fhould  be  eftimated, 
like  all  others,  according  to  its  real  merits ; 
and  fhould  be  exempted  from  fufpicious  in- 
finuations,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhewn  to  be  unfafe 
to  the  individuals  engaged  in  it,  or  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  other  trarxfadtions,  or  repug- 
nant in  its  effects  tg  the  public  good^ 

The  nature  of  country  banks  remains  yet 
to  be  ftated.  One  part  of  their  bufinefs  is 
faearly  the  fame  with  that  of  the  clafs  of 
London  bankers  firft  defcribed ;  yet,  with  this 
difference,  that  they  receive  depofits,and  make 
jpayments,  not  merely  in  cafti,  as  the  London 
banker  does,  but  eithef  in  cafh,  or  their  own 
notes  on  the  fpot,  or  in  bills  on  London,  at 

the 
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the  option  of  the  cuftomer;  and  that  the  man^ 
ner  of  charge  for  their  trouble  varies  from  that 
adopted  in  the  metropolis,  and  generally  con-* 
fifts  in  fome  advantage  in  the  mode  of  drawing 
bills^  or  in  a  commiffion.     On  the  other  hand^ 
fome  intereft  is  allowed  by  mod  country  banks 
on  the  depofits  committed  to  them  in  the  way 
of  bufinefs.    It  is  alfo  a  common  pra<3ice  with 
the  country  banker  to  iflue,  and  circulate  at 
widely  as  poffible,  and  chiefly  by  the  payments 
made  to  cuftomers,  his  own  notes  for  fmall  fum* 
payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand;  a  pradlicc 
from  which  the  London  banker  is  precluded,- 
by  the  decided  preference  which  the  notes 'of 
the  bank  of    England  have  obtained  in  the 
capital.  It  is  ufual  likewife  with  country  banks 
to  draw  into  their  hands,  from  perfons  not 
keeping  any  regular  account  with  them,  \ery 
confiderable  fums  at  low  intereft ;  for  which 
fums  they  give  intereft  notes  payable  to  the 
order    of  the  depofitor.      From   thefe  three 

fources,  namely,  fir  ft,  the  depofit  ©f  cuftomers 
in  the  common  way  of  bufinefs,  for  which  in- 
tereft is  allowed, or  not,according  to  thecuftom 
of  the  place;  fecondly,  tiie  circulation  of  bank 
notes;  and  thirdly,  the  emifllon  of  intereft 

note9 
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iiotes,  that  fund  is  raifed,  which,  together  with 

his  owfi  capital,  the  banker  has  to  lend  out  j 

iifter  making  fuch  a  refervation  of  cafh  in  the 

'houfe,  6r  in  the  hands  of  his  London  barikef, 

as  isneceflary  to  meet  current  demands;  This 
money  he  lends  chiefly  to  his  trading  cuflomers 
-on  the  fecurity  of  bills^  or  perhaps  on  their  own 
fingle  fecurity,  as  the  credit  of  the  individual 
and  the  ufage  of  the  place  may  be  j  thu8  dit 
pofing  them  not  only  to  keep  cafh  with  him, 
but  likewife  to  exert  their  influence,  in  pro-^ 
portion  to  the  accommodations  which  they 
teceive,  in  promoting  the  circulation  of  his 
notes,  and  in  introducing  hint  in  various  wayfe 
to  additional  employment.  The  intereft  ac- 
truing  on  the  money  thus  lent  out,  together 
with  the  commiflion  and  other  advantages  on 
drawing  bills,  all  lofles,  charges,  and  allowances 
being  firft  deducted,  conftitutes  his  profits. 

•This  previous  definition  of  the  feveral  clafTes 
of  bankers  has  been  given  in  order  to  render 
the  obfervations  that  folldw  mrore  generally 
intelligible.  The  defcription  of  the  ftver^ 
branches  of  the  bufinefs  of  country  banks  has 
been  more  particularly  enlarged  upon,' for  the 
VOL.  II.  T  fake 
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fake  of  meeting  fairly  in  the  firft  place  the 
general  and  fometimes  controverted  queftioii 
of  their  utility.  Any  profeffion  or  branch  of 
a  ptofeffion  neceflarily  detrimental,  or  appear- 
ing on  fufficient  evidence  extremely  likely  to 
be  detrimental,  to  the  public  good  ought  to 
be  relinquifhed  by  every  man.  But  if  there 
be  any  bufinefs  that  labours  in  any  of  its 
branches  under  unmerited  fufpicion ;  it  may 
obvioufly  be  ufeful  to  remove  that  fufpicion 
from  the  minds  not  only  of  profeflional  perfons, 
whofe  acquaintance  with  the  fubjeft  makes 
them  lefs  likely  to  be  mifled,  but  alfo  of  other 
men,  more  liable  to  mifapprehenfion. 

* 

From  the  defcription  which  has  been  given 

of  a  country  banker's  bufinefs,  it  feems  evi- 
dent that,  from  its  different  branches  properly 
conduced,  benefit  mufl  refult  to  his  cuflom- 
ers  and  to  the  public :  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  is  any  part  of  it  which  is  necefrarily 
and  in  itfelf  in  any  degree  blameable.  Indeed 
it  is  obfervable,  that  there  is  no  part  of  it 
which  can  be  condemned  without  involving 
in  the  condemnation  fome  other  refpedtable 
clafs  of  men.    If  a  country  banker  fatisfies  the 

demands 
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'  d^maiids  upoii  him  not  always  by  paying  cafh 
like  the  London  bginker,  but  perhaps  by  bills 
on  London ;  fo  does  the  country  merchant,  as 
well  as  the  merchant  in  foreign  parts:  and  by 
bills  of  the  fame  nature,  and  drawn  in  the  fame 

manner.    If  he  takes  in  moriey  at  intereft^  this 

■I  •  ' 

is  no  uncommon  pradice  with  other  men. 
Prudence  and  the  particular  terms  of  the  loan, 
confidered  in  conpedtion  with  the  manner  in 
which  tlie  fum  borrowed  is  laid  out  again,  are 
the  criterions  of  the  propriety  of  the  tranfac- 

_  '  _ 

tion.  The  great  chartered  banks  of  Scotland 
'  alfo  give  intereft  on  their  depofits,  to  the  evi- 
dent advantage  of  that  country  as  well  as  of 
themfelves.  If  he  iffues  notes  payable  on 
demand,  which  are  a  fubftitute  for  the  fpecie 
of  the  country  ;  fo  do  the  chartered  banks  of 

Scotland,  fo  does  the  bank  of  England. 
Without  juftifying  therefore  in  any  degree  the 
abufes  of  any  of  the  branches  of  his  bufinefs 
which  in  various  inftances  have  happened, 
(abufes  which  it  will  be  the  objedl  of  fome  parts 
of  this  chapter  to  expofe  and  reprobate,)  it  may 
be  affirmed  in  the  outfet,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  bufmefs  of  a  country  banker  either  wrong 
in  its  own  nature,  or  even  peculiarly  hazardous. 

T  2  DifmilT- 
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Difmifling  therefore  the  queftion  of  the 
utility  of  country  banks,  I  proceed  to  fpeak  of 
fome  of  the  duties  which  belong  to  bankers  in 
general.  Thofe  relating  to  credit  feein  proper 
to  be  noticed  in  the  firft  place.  The  fubjed: 
of  credit,  as  afieding  traders  of  every  clafs, 
involves  moral  confiderations  of  much  im- 
portance ;  and  has  already  been  in  fome 
degree  invcftigated  in  the  former  part  of  this 
chapter.  It  is  neceflary  at  prcfent  to  purfue 
into  detail  fome  of  the  general  principles  there 
ftated ;  and  to  fhew  in  what  refpeds,  when 
unfolded,  they  are  in  an  efpecial  manner  appli- 
cable to  bankers. 

The  duty  of  a  banker  with  refped  to  credit 
confifts  in  ftriving  adtually  to  deferve  it,  and 
in  fcrupuloufly  abftaining  from  all  improper 
methods  of  acquiring  and  of  fupporting  it. 

One  of  the  natural  and  moft  obvious 
foundations  of  credit  is  the  pofleflion  of  {iif- 

m 

ficient  wealth.  It  is  not  abfolutelv  and  lini- 
verfally  neceflary  to  the  credit  and  fafety  of  a 
banking-houfe  that  a  capital  (hould  be  attually 
embarked  in  itj  as  the  private  fortunes  of  the 

7  partners. 
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partners,  if  known  to  be  confiderablc,  and  to 
be  fubjefted  by  law  to  the  claims  of  the  cuC- 
toniers  of  the  houfe  in  cafe  of  bankruptcy, 
will  fometimes  prove  an  adequate  ground  of 
confidence  to  the  public.  For  the  fake  how- 
ever of  fecuring  pundluality  of  payments,  it  is 
generally  defirable  that  a  confiderable  fum 
fhould  be  configned  to  the  ufe  of  the  bank ; 
-  or  at  leaft  fhould  always  be  at  hand  to  be 
jproduced  in  ready  money  for  its  fervices. 
The  Jinadequacy  of  capital  adually  engaged 
has  perhaps  been  the  juft  ground  of  complaint 
againft  banks,  efpecially  agaihft  country  banks, 
rather  than  the  want  of  ultimate  funds.  For 
mere  wealth  is  by  no  means  the  only  thing  ef- 
fential  to  the  acquifition  and  maintenance  of 
credit,  Punduality  in  making  payments  is 
fcarcely  lefs  requifite*.  It  is  the  remark,  if  I  rtiif- 
take  not,  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  that  the  reputa- 
tion, of  always  having  been  punftual  in  pay- 
ment contributes  more  towards  enabling,  a 
banker  to  extend  the  circulation  of  his  hoteSj 
than  thereputation of  pofitive riches.  Unreafon- 
aWe  ideas  however  are  fometimes  entertained 
as  to  the  capital  requifite  for  a  great  banking- 
houfe.  No  precife  principle  perhaps  can  be  laid 

T  3  down 
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down  as  applicable  at  all  times  with  refpe^t  to 
the  due  extent  of  the  capital  a(3:ually  embark- 
ed, or  the  private  fortunes  of  the  proprietors 
ultimately  refponfible  ;  though  they  ought  to 
bear  to  the  extent  of  thofe  dealings  of  the 
houfe  which  are  attended  with  adlual  rifk,  that 
proportion  which  experience  has  (hewn  to  be 
generally  advifable.     As  to  the  mafs  of  de- 

pofits  capable  of  being  fecurely  laid  out  by 
the  banker,  a  mafs  which  may  chance  to  be  of 
vaft  magnitude,  his  capital  and  private  fortune 
are  to  be  regarded  more  as  a  pledge  to  his 
employers  for  his  prudence  and  caution  in  the 
manner  of  lending  it  out,  and  in  the  whole 
management  of  this  important  truft,  than  as  a 
collateral  fecurity  for  their  repayment  on  the 
event  of  his  failure.     Nor  is  he  to  be  blamed 
for  endeavouring  to  increafe  his  depofits,  and 
the  more  fecure  parts  of  his  bufmefs  to  what 
may  be  deemed  a  prodigious  extent  j  provided 
that  bufmefs  flows  to  him  fairly,  and  that  the 
degree  of  hazard  to  which  he  fubjeds  himfelf 
be  not  fuch  as  to  render  his  capital   and  for- 
tune in  the  leaft  inadequate  to  it.     If  he  has 
obvioufly  the  means  of  paying,  and  of. punc- 
tually paying,  five  times  the  amount  of  his 

capital  J 
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irapital ;  having  ultimate  funds  far  more  than 
fufEcient  to  meet  the  whole  amount  of  hisrifks, 
fairl)r  calculated  on  this  extended  fcale,  and 
regularly  accruing  funds  for  difcharging  all  his 
engagements  as  faft  as  they  arife  j  he  needs  not 
to  hefitate,  as  far  as  his  creditors  are  concerned, 
to  carry  his  bufmefs  to  that  extent ;  though 
other  duties,  efpecially  thofe  which  he  owes  to 
his  family,  will  generally  make  it  right  that  the 
whole  of  his  rifks  fliould  be  kept  very  much 
indeed  within  the  limits  of  the  whole  of  his 
own  property.  A  banking-houfe,  though  by 
increafing  its  bufmefs  (its  capital  remaining 
the  fame)  it  becomes  in  fome  refpeds  more 
.'Cxpofed  to  embarraffments,  may  yet  under 
fkilful  management  augment  its  refpurces  and 
beneficial  connedlions  more  than  its  rifks ;  and 
thus  be  enabled  to  procure  afliftance  in  emer- 
gencies which  otherwife  it  might  have  looked 
for  in  vain,  and  to  ftand  the  ihock  of  lofles 
which  would  have  ruined  a  fmaller  houfe. 
And  farther,  the  bapkej:  will  be  enabled  by  the 
quantity  of  his  bufinefs  to  tranfadl  it  on  lower 
terms;  a  circumftance  of  no  fmall  moment 
both  to  his  individual  cuftomers,  and  to  the 
general  progrefs  of  trade  and  mariufadtures. 

,  T  4  Scrupulous 
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Scrupulous  integrity  and  veracity  muft  alfo 
be  enumerated  ataong  the  general  foundations 
of  a  banker's  credit.  His  character  for  thefe 
virtues  ought  to  be  confpicuous  throughout 
the  wide  circle  with  which  he  is  connedled* 
To  difplay  however  either  his  integrity  or  his 
property  with  oftentatious  parade,  is  not  the 
way  to  be  deemed  a^ually  to  poffefs  them* 
It  fhould  be  reqiembcred  too,  that  all  exagge- 
rated ftatements  of  his  wealth  are  breaches  of 
integrity  and  veracity  ;  that  a  limilar  remark  is 
applicable  to  all  partial  reprefentations,  and  all 
modes  of  diflimulation  adopted  for  the  purpofe 
of  conveying  too  high  an  idea  of  his  property, 
or  of  difguiling  the  want  of  it,  or  of  giving  to 
any  tranfa<3:ion  a  colour  which  does  not  belong* 
to  it.  The  banker  who  receives  from  a  parent  or 
relation  an  oftenrible(y)  gift  of  capital,  which  by 
private  agreement  is  to  be  no  more  than  a 
loan ;  who  inverts  in  the  funds  borrowed  money 
to  a  large  amount,  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
to  be  his  own  property  ;  or  w^ho  for  the  fame 

(q)  The  law  of  the  land,  I  believe,  has  in  part  provided 
againft  this  kind  of  fraud,  by  difqualifying  the  parent  from 
proving  his  debts  on  the  bankrupt  eftate  of  his  fon,  unlefs 
he  has  teen  in  the  habit  of  receiving  intereft  for  it. 

purpofq 
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purpofe  lays  out  in  landed  eftates  great  fums 
raifed  by  the  emiflion  of  not^s,  ads  in  manifeft 
joppofition  to  the  principles  of  integrity  and 
fair  dealing. 

Known  prudence  is  alfo  one  of  the  qualifi- 
cations  requifite  to  the  credit  of  a  banker. 
Another   of  fome  importance,  and   perfedtly 
confiftenj^ith  prudence,  is,-pj^j)er  opennefs 
and  facility  in  tranfafting  bufinefs.     Ufelefs 
fofms  and'ftudied  myfterioufnefs,  which  have 
fometimes  bqen  adopted  pr  retauied  for  the 
fake  of  gaining  credit,  are  rather  a  ground  of 
\difcredit;  and  they  are  occafionally  clokes  for 
^  deceit  and  fraud.     But  there  is  nothing  re- 
prehenfible  in  a  banker's  keeping  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  private,  the  difclofure  of   which 
might  endanger  his  credit,   through  the  in- 
competence of  perfons  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of   the  banking  bufinefs  to  form  an 
adequate  judgement  concerning  them.    Thus, 
it  is   not  wrong  in  him  to  conceal  from  the 
wprld  in  general  the  amount  of  the  fum  kept 
in  his  houfe  to  anfwer  current  demands.     On 
the  contrary,  it  would  be  abfurd  and  hurtful 
to  divulge  it.     Other  concealments  arp  juftifi- 

able 
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able  on  the  fame  principle.  But  let  it  be  re- 
membered with  refpedt  to  every  kind  and  in- 
ftance  of  concealment,  however  defirableit  may  ' 
be,  that  diflimulation  and  deceit  are  unjuftifi- 
able  means  of  attaining  the  end  in  view.  To  the 
qualifications  already  enumerated  maybe  added 
the  advantage  of  known  connedlions  with  per- 
fons  of  property,  who  in  cafes  of  emergency 
may  come  forward  to  the  bankcr'^jyfl^  of  mo- 
deration in  private  expences  ;  of  entiVe  abfti- 
nence  from  gaming;  even  of  rational  habits  of 
converf:Uionj  and  whatever  elfe  may  tend  to 
afford  juft  grounds  for  confidence  in  his  cha- 
racler  and  condud.  A  banker,  in  whom  fo. 
great  truft  is  neceffarily  repofed,  ought  not 

to  omit  any  method  which  may  contribute  to* 
wards  enabling  him  to  deferve  it. 

That  the  credit  of  a  banking  houfe  may  be 
affedted  by  the  vicious  or  unguarded  conduft 
of  any  one  of  tlic  partners,  is  undeniable,  A 
fimilar  obfcivation  may  be  advanced  refpedt- 
ing  the  effedl  of  the  general  behaviour  of  the 
clerks.  If  the  clerks  are  fober  and  diligent,  it 
feems  to  imply  that  the  principals  are  fo  too* 
If  there  are  frequent  inftances  of  carclcflhefs^ 

extra- 
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extravagance,  diflipation,  or  immorality  among 
the  former ;  the  public  may  fufpe<9:  that  the 
latter  are  themfelves  inattentive  to  their  em- 
ployment, negligent  of  moral  reditude,  and 
unfit  to  be  tiriifted  with  the  property  of 
others. 

The  fiibjeft  of  paper  credit  is  of  fuch  extent 
and  importance  as  to  claim  particular  attention. 

For  as  the  benefit  of  it  to  the  country  is  on  the 
^  one  hand  great;  fo  on  the  other  the  abufe  of 
it  is  very  mifchievous,  and  the  temptations  to 
abufe  it  are  very  great  alfo.  The  obfervations 
already  made  in  this  chapter  on  the  general 
fubjedl  of  credit  will  be  found  applicable  to  the 
prefent  branch  of  it.  The  principle  however 
on  which  paper  credit  ftands  muft  be  in  fome 
meafure  ftated  and  explained,  in  order  both  to 
evince  the  lawfulnefs  and  real  ufe  of  paper 
credit,  as  well  as  to  fhew  diftindly  the  limits 
which  ftiould  be  prefcribed  to  it.  When  once 
this  ftatement  is  clearly  made,  by  applying  to 
the  queftion  a  few  plain  principles  of  morality, 
any  ditBculties  which  attend  it  will  eafily  be 
removed. 
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By  paper  credit  we  underftand  thofe  en- 
gagements to  pay  money,  which  are  contradted 
by  bills  and  notes  of  various  kinds.  The  very 
large  ufe  made  of  engagements  of  this  dcfcrip* 
tion  in  the  conduit  of  mercahtile  bufinefs^ 
affords  of  itfelf  a  prefumption  of  the  advantage 
derived  from  them  to  traders,  and  confequent-^ 
ly  to  the  country  alfo.  Bills  and  notes,  confi- 
dered  in  the  fimpleft  point  of  view,  are  ac- 
knowledgements ferving  procifely  to  afcertain 
debts  due  from  one  trader  to  another,  and  the 
days  on  which  they  are  to  be  paid.  Through 
the  provifions  of  the  law  refpedling  fuch  debts^ 
as  well  as  through  thedifcredit  attaching  upon 
M  banker  or  trader  on  any  degree  of  failure  in 
diicharging  them,  they  are  found  to  be  dif- 
chargcd  with  particular  punctuality.  Another 
purpofc  which  bills  anfwer,  is  that  of  being  a 
Very  commodious  mediuhi  of  transferring  pro- 
perty, and  becoming  in  confequeuce  a  fubfti- 
tute  for  fpecie.  This  ufe  is  made  to  a  certain 
degree,  not  only  of  bank  notes  payable  on 
demand,  but  of  all  other  notes  of  hand,  and 
bills  of  exchange.  They  form  that  medium 
which  the  trading  world  principally  ufes,  from 
a  convitlion  of  its  convenience  founded  on 

the 
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the  ampleft  experience  ;  as  it  faves  not  only 
that  capital  which  muft  otherwife  be  applied 
in  the  purchafe  of  fpecie,  but  as  it  is  abund- 
antly more  commpdious  in  fome  refpefts,  and, 
when  payments  are  to  be  made  at  a  diftance, 
more  fecure,  than  fpecie  itfelf.     Further,  as 
the  giving  of  a  bill  pledges  the  giver  to  the 
pundtual  payment  of  the  debt  which  it  ac- 
knowledges; fo  the  poffeflion  of  bills  gathered 
in  the  courfe  of  trade  furnifties  him  in  the 
moft  eligible  and  oeconomical  manner  with  the 
'means  of  paying  it.     The  trader  who  is  in 
pofleffion  of  a  drawer  full  of  bills  growing  due, 
•is  in  pofleffion  of  a  fund  ordinarily  convertible 
into    money  at  whatever   time  demands  for 
money  may  come  upon  him ;    there  being  in 
jcommpn    times  perfons  always  to  be  found 
ready  to  give  money  for  bills,  in  confideration 
of  a  difcount  or  allowance  of  intereft  for  the 
time  intervening    before    they   become  due. 
The  utility  of  the  fyftem  of  paper  credit  appears 
even  from  the  mifchiefs  occafionally  refultiiig 
from  a  great  failure  of  fuch  credit ;  inafmuch 
as  they  arife  chiefly  from  the  fufpenfion  of 
thofe  advantages  to  which  the  trading  world 
has  been  accufl;omed,  and  on  the  expedatibn 

of 
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The  evils  refulting  from  the  abufe  of  paper 
credit  have  been  fuppofed  often  to  proceed 
from  unwarrantable  condudt  on  the  part  of 
country  bankers,  Eagernefs  to  obtain  a  high 
intereft  and  other  advantages  frequently  caufes 
a  very  improvident  and  therefore  criminal  ufe 
to  be  made  of  the  money  arifmg  from  de- 
pofitS)  and  from  the  circulation  of  notes.  In  this 
purfuit  great  rilk  is  encountered  of  ultiixxate  in- 
folvency,  and  a  ftill  greater  rifk  of  failing  in 
pun(5luality  of  payment,  by  employing  the 
money  in  difcounting  bills  of  a  dubious  nature, 
or  becoming  due  at  too  diftant  a  period ;  in  dif- 
regard  of  the  fundamental  rules  to  which  the 
banker  ought  carefully  to  attend,  namely,- 
thofe  of  lending  on  good  fecurities,  and  at 
moderate  dates.  And  confiderable  rifk  is 
fometimes  incurred  by  carelefTnefs  and  inat- 
tention ;  by  a  fanguine  temper ;  by  placing 
undue  reliance  on  young  and  adventurous 
partners ;  or  perhaps  by  blindly  following  an 
eftablifhed  pradice  of  giving  out  intereft  notes' 
to  too  great  an  extent,  without  taking  care 
that  a  fufficient  interval  fhall  be  allowed  between 
the  time  of  their  being  prefented  for  accept- 
ance, and  that  of  payment;  and  by  following 

other 
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other  old  habits -of  the  place,  which,  undet 
new  circumftances,  are  become  infeCure.    The 

circulation  of  notes,  fbf  w]>sdfi  nb  iritereft  is 

^  ■  • 

allowed,  and  which  are  ocJmmohly  payable  on 
demand,  is  one  of  the  jfrioft  profitable  parts  df 

the  country  bankerVbufinefs.     Their  circu- 

■1 

lation  is  promoted  9^iefly  by  his  own  cuftom* 
ers,  who  accept  them  inftead  of  cafti,  and 
pay  them  away  perhaps  at  fome  diftance  of 
time  or  of  place;  thus  circulating  them  in  pro- 
portion as  their  owti  dealings  with  the  bank 
are  large  or  fmall,  and  having  large  or  fmall 
dealings  there  in  proportion  as  the  bank  gives 
them  larger  or  fmaller  credit.  Hence  the 
banker  is  under  a  temptation  to  give  large 
cf edit,  for  the  fake  of  the  greater  circulatioii 
of  thefe  profitable  notes,  as  well  as  for  the 
-fake  alfo  of  the  commiffion  or  other  ad-* 
vantages    accruing    from    the     tranfadtions. 

Again,  the  notes  in  circulation  fufnifh  thd 
ftind  through  which  the  banker  finds  himfelf 
able  to  make  thofe  advatices  to  his  cuftomer, 
which  Operate  to  the  extetifion  of  their  deal- 

ings  together.    And  thus  the  two  parts  of  th^ 
\  country  banker'^  bufinefs  reciprocally  ferve  td 

ttctehd  each  other  J  the  circulation  of  notes  ex-» 
Vol*  ji,  U  tcndiqg 


% 


r       , 


^go        ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS^ 

tending  the  means  of  difcounting  bills  for  cus- 
tomers, and  the  difcounting  of  bills  extending 
the  quantity  of  notes  taken  away  and  circu* 
lated.  Hence  the  banker  may  lend  his  credit 
to  the  cuftomer  to  a  vafl:  extent,  while  neither 
party  pofTeiTes  an  adequate  capital ;  placing  out 
the  money,  raifed  from  the  public,  on  the 
fecurity  of  bills  fabricated  for  the  purpofc  by 
the  trader;  who  perhaps  is  either  fquander- 
ing  it  in  expenfive  modes  of  living,  or  em- 
ploying it,  regardlefs  of  the  very  great  intereft 
which  he  pays  for  it  through  reiterated  com- 
miflions,  in  adventurous  and  continually  loUng 
fpeculations. 

The  duty  of  a  country  banker,  to  guard 
againft  thefe  temptations,  is  great  in  propor- 
tion as  the  temptations  are  ftrong,  and  as  the 
evil  refiilting  from  giving  thefe  enormous  ere* 
dits  has  been  experienced  to  be  great.  Let  him 
then  confider,  that  he  is  peculiarly  liable  to 
be  aflailed  by  applications  from  adventurers 
of  the  defcription  which  has  been  noticed; 
that  he  is  in  an  efpecial  manner  the  guardian 
of  paper  credit;  and,  inftead  of  being  himfelf 
a  fpeculator  or  the  promoter  of  fpeculations 

in 
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!h  Others,  may  juftly  be  expeded  by  the  coih^ 
lliunity  to  be  the  inftrument  by  which  all 
€xcefles  and  abufes  of  paper  credit  are  to  be 
Hopped,  Let  him  reflect  .on  the  diftrefles 
which  may  pervade  a  country  through  the 
failure  of  the  credit  even  of  a  fingle  houfe  ; 
the  miferies  that  may  overwhelm  the  ruined 
families ;  and  the  cruel  anxiety  which  thpu- 
fands  may  experience  in  their  efforts  to  fave 
thetofelves  from  the  difgrace  of  failing  ih  that 
general  downfal  of  credit  which  his  levity,  his 
hiconfideration,  his  extravagant  ufe  of  his  owii 

eredity  may  contribute  to  bring  on.  Let  him 
alfo  dread  the  political  evils  which  a  general 
bankruptcy  in  a  great  mercantile  and  manu- 
fedluring  country  might  produce.  Let  him 
remember,  too,  that  paper  credit  is  the  great 
mediutn  of  our  commerce,  the  coin  in  which  ' 
the  immenfe  debts  between  trader  and  trader 
are  paid ;  that  the  general  currency  of  this 
coin  depends  on  the  gieneral  folvency  of  the 
perfoms  pledged  to  pay  it ;  that  an  unfafe  bill 
is  a  fort  of  bafe  coin,  which  he  ftiould  neither 
iffue  himfelf,  nor  put  off  to  others  ;  and  that 
though  the  law  may  hot  punifli  the  fabrica- 
tioft  of  this  counterfeit  paper,  as  of  counterfeit 

U  2  money. 
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money,    yet  the  moral  evil  Is  in  each  cafe 
nearly  the  fame.     And  let  it  be  his  praflice  to 
bear  in  mind  that  he  is  in  continual  danger  of 
trefpaffing  on  the  fide  of  too  adventurous  a 
fyftem,  for  which  the  defiTe  of  prefent  profit^ 
or  the  profpedl  of  fome  promifing  fpeculation, 
is  ever  pleading ;  that  although  it  has  been 
admitted  that  he  is  not  bound  to  be  provided 
for  every  pojjible  cafe  v^hich  may  occur,  yet 
he  muft  not,  under  cover  of  this  conceffion, 
negledt  to  provide  for  fuch  cafes  as  are  in  any 
degree  probable ;  that  he  has  no  right  to  found 
his  expedations  of  being  able  to  continue  his 
courfe  of  payments  on  the  fuppofed  uniform 
continuance  of  all  his  prefent  refources  ;  that 
he  ought  to  count  on  difappointments  in  his 
receipts,  and  on  fulfilling  to  the  utmoft  all  his 
payments ;  that  contingencies  to  a  certain  de- 
gree extraordinary  are  to  be  guarded  againft, 
as  w^ell  as   common    fluduations;    and  that 
experience  has  fhewn  the  neceffity  of  being 
prepared  even  for  the  event  of  fome  general 
depreffion  of  credit  in  the  mercantile  world. 

Bu^  the  whole  of  a  banker's  duty  in  this 

rcfpedt  does  not  confift  in  attepding  to  the 

nature 
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nature  and  ftate  of  his  own  engagements/ 
with  a  view  to  his  own  individual  fafety.  Let 
~  him  refleft  how  extremely  important  paper 
credit  is  to  the  country,  and  how  neceflary 
to  its  maintenance  it  is  that  it  fhould  reft 
on  proper  and  folid  foundations.  Let  him 
therefore  make  the  right  ufe  of  the  many  op- 
portunities which  he  ppflefTes,  of  watching  the 
bill  tranfaftions  of  others.  Let  him  commu- 
nicate with  other  bankers  on  this  fubjeft  j 
and  fhew  a  marked  diftruft  of  thofe  perfons, 
whether  his  cuftomers  or  not,  who  are  found 
to  be  aiming  to  extend  their  credit  at  tlie  fame 
time  in  different  quarters.  Let  him  refufe  to 
fign  certificates  for  bankrupts,  w^ho,  having 
had  little  capital,  have  neverthelefs  entered  . 
into  enormous  bill  engagements,  and  have 
applied  the  money  thus  raifed  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  vaft  monopolies,  to  wild  and  adven- 
turous fpeculations,  to  fchemes  of  ambition^ 
and  to  the  fupport  of  expenfive  and  unfuitable 
dpmeftic  eftablifhments ;  qor,  if  the  mifcon- 
dudl  be  clearly  afcertained,  let  him  be  moyed 
by  the  injudicious,  perhaps  interefted,  appli- 
cations of  his  cuftomers  or  acquaintances  on 
their  behalf.     In  his  common  tranfadions  let 

"U  3  him 
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him  carefully  obferve  the  nature  of  the  bilh 
brought  before  him  to  be  difcounted.  Lef 
him  habitually  requeft  fiom  thofe  who  bring 
them  an  explanation  of  every  circumftancc 
which  feems  dubious  or  fufpicious ;  and  en-i 
4eavour  to  imprefs  his  cuftomers  with  a  fenfe 
of  the  geqeral  importance  of  opennefs  an<) 
hpnefty  in  explaining  the  nature  of  their  bills. 
Let  him  particularly  diftruft  thofe  bills  which 
are  not  drawn  in  the  cuftomary  way  of  trade 
for  goods  fold  and  delivered,  but  feem  merely 
to  be  interchanged  as  matters  of  accommoda^ 
tion  {s)  between  the  two  parties  to  the  bill  j 

each 

(s)  It  is  not  meant  that  a  bill  of  accommodation  may  * 
not  occafionaUy  be  drawn  with  perfefi  propriety,  and 
that  a  banker  may  not  with  equal  propriety  difcount  it; 
The  chief  objeftion  to  fuch  bills,  in  point  of  morality, 
s  is,  that  in  common  they  apparently  at  lead  profefs  to  be 
what  they  are  not.  They  are  ftated  on  the  face  of  them 
to  be  for  value  received;  nay  perhaps  exprefsly  for  goods 
fold  and  delivered;  the  particular  kind  of  goods  being 
fometimes  even  named,  and  the  bill  drawn  for  a  broken 
fum,  ftill  more  to  favour  the  decjcption :  and  thus  they 
gain  the  credit  which  belongs  to  bills  drawn  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs.  All  methods  adopted  for  the 
purpofe  of  difguifing  the  nature  of  the  bill  are  palpably 
unjuftifiable.  With  refpeft  however  to  the  praftice  of 
inferting  the  terms  "  value  received"  in  the  bill,  though 

no 
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each  party  perhaps  raifing  money  at  the  fame 
time  on  the  credit  of  a  fimilar  bill,  and  each 
trailing  to  maintain  his  ground  by  the  repe- 
tition 

no  value  has  been  given  for  it,  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  law  requires  thefe  words  to  be  inferted  in  every  bill 
in  order  to  render  it  valid,  and  the  debt  which  it  acknow- 
ledges recoverable  5  as  it  requires  a  confideration  of  five 
(hillings,  or  a  pepper-corn,  though  confefledly  never  paid, 
to  be  inferted  as  paid  in  the  deed  conveying  landed  pro- 
perty. This  circumftance  is  univerfally  known,  and  the 
words  in  queftion  may  be  regarded  as  a  legal  fiftlon. 
And  the  tranfaftion  will  be  free  from  moral  guilt  pro- 
vided that  the  nature  of  the  bill  be  avowed.  The  bill  in 
that  cafe  is  to  be  confidered  merely  as  the  inftrument  by 
which  one  man  gives  his  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  a 
4cbt  contrafted  by  another;  a  thing  which  it  is  evidently 
fair  that  one  man  Ihould  do,  when  prudence  permits,  for 
another,  if  he  knows  his  own  guarantee  to  be  fufficient, 
and  does  not  attempt  to  make  the  tranfaftion  appear  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  really  is. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten  how 
eafily  fuch  bills  may  be  fabricated  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
ceit, and  alfo  multiplied  without  limit.  It  may  be  pru- 
dent, therefore,  in  ordinary  cafes,  to  abftain  from  them 
altogether.  If  bills  are  given  between  traders  only  for 
goods  fold  and  delivered,  the  amount  of  fuch  bills  in 
circulation  cannot  exceed  the  amount  of  debts  in  the  way 
of  a£iual  trade;  and  this  amount  the  acceptors  are  likely 
to  be  able  to  pay.  The  principle,  therefore,  of  diftin- 
guiihing  bills  of  accommodation  from  bills  in  trade,  feems 

U  4  vet J 
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tition  of  a  fimilar  proceeding  when  the  time 
for  paying  the  bill  Ihall  arrive. 

In  fhort,  let  him  both  praflife  and  en- 
courage integrity  and  veracity,  fimplicity  and 
opennefs,  in  all  thefe  bill  tranfa(SHons,  which 
the  oppofite  condudl  has  tended  to  obfcure, 
perplex,  and  difcredit ;  and,  above  all  things, 
let  him  cultivate  that  moderation  of   mind, 

very  good  as  a  principle  of  limitation.  But  the  diftinftion 
frequently  eludes  all  the  refearches  of  the  banker. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  general  ftagnation  of  trade,  fimilar  to 
that  which  lately  happened,  it  may  be  particularly  necef- 
fary  to  difpenfe  with  the  diftinftion,  provided  that  the  na- 
ture of  the  bills  is  honeftly  avowed.  For  when  no  fale  for 
goods  can  be  obtained,  no  bills  can  be  given  in  the  courfe 
pf  trade  j  and  nothing  remains  but  to  fupply  the  urgent 
want  of  a  paper  medium  by  what  may  be  termed  bills  of 
accommodation.  The  fuccefs  of  the  expedient  reforted  tQ 
fome  years  fiiice,  by  the  Legiflature,  tends  to  fhew  that 
there  may  be  emergences  in  which  fuch  bills  fhould  be 
generally  admitted.  The  bonds,  on  the  credit  of  which 
above  two  millions  in  faleable  exchequer  bills  were  lent 
by  Parliament,  were  bonds  in  their  nature  refembling  bffls 
of  accommodation,  and  were  fairly  avowed  to  be  fo  j  one 
man  making  himfelf  refponfible  for  another,  though  there 
\yas  no  aftual  debt  fuppofed  to  exift  between  them.  I 
undcrftand  that  not  a  finglc  bad  debt  was  found  to  have 
been  incurred  in  winding  up  that  tranfadion. 

yrhich^ 
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"which,  by  teachrng  a  man  to  abftain  from 
eager  and  inordinate  fpeculations,  removes 
from  him  the  temptation  to  pufti  his  paper 
credit  to  the  utmoft  extent,  and  to  be  guilty 
of  thofe  artifices  and  frauds  which  are  almoft^ 
fure  to  accompany  every  immoderate  exten- 
fion  of  it.  « 

In  all  modes  of  proceeding  which  have  aa 
obvious  beiring  on  credit,  a  banker  is  bound 
to  pay  a  reafonable  degree   of  attention  to 
public    opinion.      Experience    however   has 
fliewn  that  public  opinion,  with  refpefl:  to  the 
fubje£t  of  credit,  has  in  fome  inftances  been 
formed  on  fallacious   grounds.     And  though 
feveral  prejudices   which  formerly  prevailed 
'  have  altogether  difappeared,  and  others  are 
rapidly  declining  ;  yet  many  perfons  are  ftill 
difpofed  to  ftigmatife,  as  difcreditable,  fome 
particular  lines  of  conduft  in  a  banker,  which, 
when  fairly  appretiated,  are  very  far  from 
being  repugnant  to  any  of  the  fundamental 
principles  by  which  credit  ought  to  be  tried. 
Of  the  practices  and  circumftances  in  queftioa 
fpme  inftances  fhall  be  fubjoined. 


To 
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To  lower  the  common  terms  of  doing  biH 
finefs,  or  to  grant  any  unufual  advantages  to 
cuftomers^  is  fometimes  thought  a  proof  that 
a  banking-houfe  cannot  fafely  be  trufted,  and 
that  the  condudors  of  it  are  morally  repre* 
henfible.     Yet  furely  this  is  a  hafty  conclu« 
fion.     Why  may  not  a  banker  have  recourfc, 
like  any  other  trader,  to    every   method  of 
increaling  his  bufinefs,  which  falls  within  the 
defcription  of  honeft  and  ingenuous  competi- 
tion  ?  Why  may  he  not  offer  to  his  employers 
advantages  and  accommodations   fuperior  to 
thofe  afforded  by  other  bankers,  provided  that 
they  are  fuch  as  fairly  come  within  the  line 
of  his  profefTion,  and  are  not  greater  than 
will  leave  him  folid  hopes  of  reafonable   pro- 
fit ;  nor  greater  at  firft,  as  a  decoy,  than  he 

means  afterwards  to  continue ;  nor  fuch  as 
involve  unconditional  promifes  of  pecuniary 

afllftance,  which  the  preflTurc  of  fomewhat 
difficult  times,  or  the  concurrence  of  many 
applications,  may  be  likely  to  difable  him 
from  fulfilling  ?  It  is  true  that,  by  an  indifcreet 
redudlion  of  his  terms,  a  banker  impairs  his 
credit,  in  the  judgement  of  intelligent  men, 
in  proportion   to  the   reputation   which   he 

gains 
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gains  for  liberality.  But  fpirited  exertions  in 
giving  advantages  and  affording  accommoda- 
tions, if  they  are  evidently  under  the  control 
of  prudence,  rarely  fail  of  being  amply  repaid ; 
and,  while  they  benefit  the  individual  who 
makes  them,  are  of  effential  ufe  to  traders  of 
^very  clafs,  and  ultimately  to  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  even  to  foreign  nations^  by  pro- 
ducing a  general  redudlion  in  the  terms  of  do- 
ing bufinefs,  and  confequently  in  the  price  of 
1^1  the  articles  of  commerce. 

By  a  variety  of  conceivable  accidents;  by  an 
error,  for  example,  as  to  the  day  fixed  for  a 

large  difburfement ;  by  being  difappointed  as 
to  the  receipt  of  a  confiderable  fum;  by  a 
number  of  demands  occurring  at  once,  againft 
which  no  prudence  could  guard;  a  banker 
in  the  country,  where  refources  may  not  be 
at  hand,  may  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
delaying  payment  for  a  day,  for  an  hour,  or 
poffibly  but  for  a  few  minutes,  at  a  time 
when  he  is  in  a  ftate  not  only  of  general  fol- 
vency,  but  of  adlual  wealth.  By  a  circum- 
ftance  fo  untoward,  his  credit  will  undoubt- 
edly 
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edly  be  aficdled.  But  it  will  be  perhaps 
afFeded  in  a  much  lefs  degree  than  might 
at  firft  have  been  fuppofcd,  if  the  caufe  be 
capable  of  a  fair  explanation  ;  and  his  charac- 
ter for  uprightnefs  and  veracity  be  previoully 
well  eftabliil^ed.  The  world  has  learned  from 
experience,  and  a  more  general  diffufion  of 
knowledge  on  thefe  fubjeds,  not  to  be  quite 
fo  prone,  as  heretofore  it  was,  to  form  a 
determination  prejudicial  to  a  perfou's  credit 
in  confequence  of  a  trifling  accident;  while 
his  probity,  his  fubftance,  and  other  folid 
grounds  of  confidence  remain  firm.  At  all 
events  however  it  is  the  duty  of  the  banker 
honertlv  to  avow  the  real  caufe  of  his  tern- 
porary  dillrcis  ;  and  not  to  fhelter  himfelf 
under  fubterfuges,  evafions,  and  falfe  pre- 
tences. If  he  difcerns  the  impending  crifis 
beforehand,  let  him  meet  the  danger  with  that 
courage  which  naturally  belongs  to  integrity. 
Let  him  give  a  decifive  proof  of  the  fincerity 
of  his  principles  by  flopping  payment  at  once, 
if  integrity  requires  that  ftep,  be  it  for  a 
longer  or  a  fhortcr  period,  be  the  hazard  to 
his  future  credit  greater  or  fmaller,  inftead  of 

adopting 
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adopting  any  fraudulent  or  queftionable  prac- 
tice for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  fupply  for 
hU  wants. 

To  borrow  money  upon  intereftis  frequently 
thought  a  difparageinent  to  the  credit  not  only 
of  a  country  banker,  as  has  already  been  inti- 
mated, but  of  any  banker.  This  opinion  feems 
founded  on  ancient  and  local  prejudices,  rather 
than  on  reafon.    If  th^  banker  borrows  money, 
on  terms  fo  moderate  as  to  be  able  to  lend  it  oup 
again  on  good  fecurity,  and  at  an  advance  of 
intereft,  however  fmall ;  and  if  the  period  for 
which  he  borrows  it  be  not  longer  than  that 
for  which  he  lends  it  out,  there  feems  no  valid 
objection  to  the  praflice,  even  though  puflied 
to  a  confiderable  extent.     It  is  profefTedly  his 
bufmefs  to  take  into   his   hands  the  money 
of  others  with  a  view  to  the  making   fome 
advantage  of  it.     His  profit,  it  is  true,  will  be 
lefs  on  the  fums  for  which  he  pays  intereft  to 
the  lender,  than  on  thofe  which  are  committed 
to  him  as  a  depofft.    But  why  are  thefe  fmaller 
profits  to  be  defpifed  or  rejeded  by  him?  His 
cuftomers  too,'  it  may  be  fairly  added,  derive 
great  benefit  from  the  pradice,  even  greater. 

It 
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it  may  be,  than  the  banker  himfelf,  in  conf6» 
quence  of  his  having  by  means  of  it  a  much 
larger  fum  to  lend  out  among  them.  Perhaps 
however  he  borrows  a  fum  at  higher  intereft^ 
to  meet  fomc  temporary  emergence.  And,  if 
the  fum  be  moderate,  he  is  not  to  be  blamed* 
It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  for  him 
to  devife  a  method  of  encountering  the  great 
flufluation  of  demands,  to  which  he  muft  be 
fubjeft,  fo  convenient  as  that  of  occafional 
borrowing.  Without  that  refource,  h^  would 
be  obliged  t&  keep  an  enormous  fum  always 
in  his  cheft,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  by  the 
rife  which  muft  neceflarily  take  place  in  his 
terms  of  doing  bufinefs.  A  banker  who  bor- 
rows money  for  either  of  the  purpofes  which 
have  been  mentioned,  may  not  be  bound  in 
confcience  fpontaneoufiy  to  difclofe  the  prac* 
tice,  where  ftrong  prejudices  fubfift  againft 
it;  but  he  is  bound  not  to  ufe  deceit  to 
conceal  it. 

Sometimes  the  banker  raifes  money  by 
parting  with  bills  which  he  has  in  hand  in 
confequence  of  having  difcounted  them.  This 
mode  of  proceeding  has  been  thought  difcre- 

ditable. 
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ditable.  But  as  few  juft  objedlions  can  be 
alleged  again  ft  it,  las  againft  borrowing  money 
upon  intereft;  provided  that  the  banker  fcru- 
puloufly  refrains  from  parting  with  bills  which 
have  been  put  into  his  hands  in  confidence 
that  they  would  remain  there  until  they  fhould 
become  due;  and  even  from  difpofing  of  thofe 
.  which  are  left  to  his  difcretion,  when  the  diC- 
pofal  of  them  might  be  likely  to  prove  inju- 
rious to  the  perfons  from  whom  they  came  to 
him;  and  provided  alfo  that  in  thus  borrowing 
on  his  own  credit  what  he  is  in  faft  to  employ 
in  lending  to  others,  he  does  not  too  much 
extend  or  purpofely  conceal  his  rifks.     Under 

thofe  reftridions  this  method  of  raifing  money 
to  meet  occafional  fluduations  (for  that  fhould 
be  its  objedt  rather  than  the  creation  of  a  great 
permanent  fund),  as  it  may  frequently  be  more 
convenient  than  any  other,  fo  is  it  perfedlly 
fair  (/).     But  let  it  be  repeated,  that  nothing 

of 

(/)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  a  banker  by  no  means 
afts  with  a  cautious  regard  to  his  credit,  nor  guards 
liimfelf  from  a  very  _  unpleafant  fpecies  of  temptation, 
who  allows  himfelf  to  ftand  obliged  to  a  cuftomer,  or 
other  perfon,  who  is  himfelf  of  doubtful  credit,  for  raifing 
large  pecuniary  fupplies.     Undue   expe^ations  may  be 

excited 
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of  the  nature  of  deceit  ought  to  be  pradlifed 
by  the  banker  in  this  or  in  any  other  tranC* 
adlion*  It  might  be  defirable  that  a  banker, 
when  he  thus  transfers  bills,  fhould  always 
avow  his  condudt  by  indorfing  them.  In  fome 
inftances,  I  believe,  in  confequence  of  pre- 
judices ftill  remaining,  his  credit  might  be 
afFedled  by  fuch  a  ftep ;  in  one  at  leaft,  the 
cuftoms  of  banking  unfortunately  render  it 
impoflible.  The  bank  of  England  will  not 
difcount  bills  for  bankers.  The  grounds  of 
this  determination  (//)  do  not  fall  within  the  li- 
mits 

excited  in  the  mind  of  the  needy  man,  of  being  able  t<y 
borrow  in  return  from  the  banker  ;  and  the  temptation  to 
lend  beyond  the  diiStates  of  prudence  may  be  tOd  ftrong 
for  the  banker,  when  the  appeal  is  made  to  his  gratitude^ 
and  the  plea  urged  of  fimilar  fervice  rendered  to  himfelf. 

(u)  At  prefent  (A.  D.  1800),  the-  Bank  has  been  dur- 
ing fonic  Httle  time  in  the  habit,  in  confequence  of  a  re- 
cent period  of  diitrefs  in  the  commercial  world,  of  per- 
mitting bankers  thcmfelvcs  to  difcount  bills  at  the  bank 
like  other  people.  All  perfons  who  fend  bills  thither  to 
be  difcountcd,  accompany  them  with  a  lift  fpecifying 'the 
bills  and  the  name  of  the  party  who  fends  them.  The  in- 
tention of  the  Bank  has  in  part  been  to  put  an  end  to  the 
pracVice  adopted  by  the  bankers  of  fending  theit  bills 
through  the  medium  of  their  confidential  cuftomers  to  an 
extent  neither  known  nor  capable  of  limitation.     It  is  to 
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inits  of  my  enquiries ;  but  the  confequence  of 
it  is,  that  many  London  bankers,  when  their 
cafti  is  deficient,  defire  fome  merchant  ^vith 
whom  they  are  in  habits  of  confidence  to  re- 
ceive back  his  own  bills,  perhaps  with  the 

be  feared  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  lead  bankers  to  ari  in- 
variable rule  of  fending  no  bills  otherwife  than  openly  ; 
as  a  banker  will  frequently  feel  a  ftrong  temptation  to  ob- 
tain from  a  friend  the  loan  of  a  little  credit,  when  the 
friend  has  more  than  he  wants  for  himfelf.  The  attempt 
however  is  highly  deferving  of  fuccefs. 

The  Bank  of  England  frequently  allows  ^  bankef,  for 
his  own  accommodation,  to  lighten'  his  ^count,  as  the 
phrafe  is,  by  taking  up  (that  is  to  fay,  by  paying  off  before 
the  time  when  payment  is  aftually  due)  bills  to  a  large 
amount  drawn  upon  himfelf,  which  are  come  into  the 
hands  of  the  Bank.  A  banker  for  example,  having  dif- 
counted  at  the  Bank  io,oool.  in  bills,  not  yet  paid,  on 
other  people,  hears  that  the  Bank  holds  bills  on  himfelf* 
not  yet  due,  to  the  amount  of  30,000!.  which  it  has  dif- 
counted  for  various  cuftomers.  He  knows  that,  under 
thcfe  circumftances,  the  Bank  will  not  choofe  to  difcount 
more  bills  on  him,  if  fent  by  other  people,  while  it  re^* 
tains  in  hand  fo  many  bills  on  him  unpaid.  He  therefore 
pays  to  the  Bank  on  Auguft  I,  8600 1.  which  would  not 
become  due  until  Auguft  20,  and  other  fubfequent  days;' 
and  receives  from  the  Bank  an  equivalent  in  difcount  for 
the  time  which  the  bills  thus  taken  up  had  to  run.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Bank  has  extended  this  mode  of  accommoda-* 
tion,  for  the  purpofe  of  mitigating  the  ftriftnefs  of  its 
late  refolution  to  limit  to  a  fpecific  fum  the  amount  of  the' 
pecuniary  aid  to  be  afforded  to  each  commercial  houfe. 
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addition  of  thofe  of  others  ;  and  to  have  them 
difcounted  at  the  bank  as  for  himfelf.  The 
bank  of  Er  gland,  though  frequently  unap- 
prifed  of  the  extent  to  which  this  pradtice  is 
puflied,  knows  that  it  prevails,  and  acquiefces 
in  it.  A  banker  therefore  ought  never  to  ftrive 
to  conceal  from  the  know^Iedge  of  the  bank 
when  or  how  far  he  thus  avails  himfelf  of  its 
aid ;  but  rather  fhould  be  glad  fpontaneoufly 
to  communicate  both  particulars. 

It  has  alft)  been  deemed  by  fome  people  un- 
favourable to  the  credit  of  a  banker,  to  be  con- 
cerned in  loans  to  government;  as  large  pay- 
ments are  to  be  made,  and  the  tranfaftion  is  al- 
ways attended  with  a  rifle  of  lofs.  Yet  there 
appears  nothing  morally  reprehenfible  in  fuch 
an  undertaking,  provided  that  the  banker  does 
not  engage  on  imprudent  terms ;  that  he  does 
not  contract  to  furnifh  a  fum  too  great  in  pro- 
portion for  the  cuftomers  to  whom  he  is  agent ; 
and  that  he  does  not  retain  or  become  refpon- 

fible  for  too  large  a  Ihare  of  it  himfelf.  He 
leems  to  be  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  under- 
taking, by  the  infight  which  his  profeflion  will 
have  given  him  into^the  circumftances  both 
of  his  own   employers  and   of  the  monied 

world. 
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world.     It  is  his  duty  not  to  aflign  to  any  one, 
either  from  motives  of  intereft  or*  6f  regard,  a 
ihare  exceeding  his  probable   refponfibility. 
And  it  is  defirable  that  he  fhould  avow  the  real 
holders  of  the  fhares,  as  by  concealing  their 
names  he  referves  to  himfelf  the  opportunity  of 
taking  the  whole,  or  a  very  large  part  of  the 
loan;    thus  bringing  himfelf  into  temptation, 
and  tending  to  eftablifh  a  cuftom  of  keeping  the 
names  of  the  real  holders  fecret ;  axuftom  which 
may  be  turned  by  future  agents  for   loan* 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  public* 

In  the  next  place  it  is  to  be  obferved  on  the 
fubje£t  of  a  banker's  credit,  that  there  are 
fome  proceedings  in  themfelves  perfedlly  con- 
fiftent  with  integrity,  from  which  however  it 
may  in  common  be  right  for  his.  credit's  fake, 
ais  well  as  on  account  of  the  fti'ong  temptations 
to  improper  conduct  to  which  they  may  ex- 
pofe  him,  that  he  fhould  abftain.  Thus  it  is 
not  advifable  that  a  banker  whofe  dealings  are 
extenfive  fhould  embark  in  any  other  bufmefs, 
which  may  eventually  be  injurious  to  his  cre- 
dit. Not  that  it  is  by  any  means  univerfally 
wrong  in  a  banker  to  engage  in  an  additional 
employment.      A  bank  in  a  country  town, 

X  2  '  though 
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though  of  eflential  benefit  to  the  neighbour* 
hood,  may  neither  furnirti  fufficient  occupa- 
tion, nor  a  comfortable  livelihood  to  its  pro- 
prietor. Under  thofe  circumftances  he  may 
ferve  not  himfelf  only,  but  the. public,  by 
uniting  with  it  fome  other  employment  con- 
fined within  proper  bounds,  and  not  attended 
with  any  material  rifk.  It  feems  however 
generally  defirable,  that  a  banker  whofe  depo- 
fits  are  large  fhould  not  alfo  be  a  merchant  {x). 
The  foundation  of  this  rule  may  be  traced  in 
the  different  nature  of  the  two  profeffions. 
The  banker  is  in  a  confiderable  degree  able  to 
afcertain  beforehand  the  fecurity  on  which  he 
lends  out  his  money,  and  to  keep  a  watchful 
eye  afterwards  over  the  proceedings  both  of 
his  debtors  and  of  his  competitors.     His  rifk 

{x)  There  are  fome  places  where  the  practice  of  uniting 
the  two  profeflions  is  fo  fully  eftubliflied,  and  the  profits 
of  each  of  the  numerous  partners  in  the  banking-houfc 
are  perhaps  fo  moderate,  that  this  obfervation  may  not 
apply  to  them.  There  may  alfo  be  other  poflible  ground* 
of  exception.  If  there  are  many  partners  in  the  bank» 
and  if  the  fuperintending  partner  is  not  in  trade,  nor 
devoted  to  the  interefts  of  any  trading  partner ;  thefe 
circumftances  may  afford  effeftual  fecurity  againft  that 
diverfion  of  the  banking  funds  to  the  purpofcs  of  trade^ 
the  danger  of  which  forms  die  chief  objc£tion  to  the  union 
of  the  two  profeffions.. 

therefore^ 
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therefore,  if  he  is  prudent,  is  fmall ;  and  it 
ought  to  be,  for  he  deals  with  the  money  of 
others.  His  profits,  being  certain,  are  indi- 
vidually fmall  likewife.  The  merchant  on  the 
contrary  invefts  his  capital  in  remote  and  com- 
paratively hazardous  concerns ;  he  gives  long 
credit,  and  on  fmgle  fecurity ;  he  depends 
fometimes  on  the  conduct  of  perfons  refident 
in  diftant  countries ;  is  liable  to  the  rife  and 
fall  of  markets,  which  are  often  very  great ; 

and  is,  more  or  lefs,  at  the  mercy  of  feas  and 
tempefts.  On  all  thefe  accounts  his  rifks  are 
neceflarily  great :  he  trafBcks  however  chiefly 
with  his  own  money.  His  profits,  being  pre- 
carious, muft  be  proportionally  large.  Novy 
experience  has  evinced  that  men  are  ufually 
but  too  prone  to  grafp  at  greater  advantages 
though  with  greater  rifk,  rather  than  to  acqui- 
efce  in  fure,  but  moderate  gains.  If  a  banker 
therefore  is  alfo  a  merchant,  there  is  much 
danger  of  his  making  trade  his  principal  objedt, 
and  rendering  his  bank  too  far  fubfervient  to 
purpofes  of  commerce ;  of  his  turning  the  great 
depofit  in  his  hands  into  fuch  a  channel  as 
to  render  his  fortune  an  inadequate  fecurity 
againft  the  rilks  which  he  encounters  j  and  of 

X  3  ,  his 
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his  placing  the  money  vefted  in  his  hands  on 
banking  principles  fo  far  out  of  his  reach,  that 
even  the  fiuctuations  common  in  the  trading 
world  may  bring  him  into  diftreft  ;  not  to 
mention  the  danger  there  is,  left,  when  a  great 
banker  becomes  a  trader  with  the  capital  of 
his  cuftomers,.  he  may  prejudice  the  general 
interefts  of  trade  by  entering  into  monopolifmg 
fpeculations.  This  obfervation,  which  has  been 
meant  to  refer  hitherto  to  London  banks,  may 
be  applied  with  at  leaft  equal  force  to  a  coun- 
try banker,  who  has  railed  a  great  depofit  by 
giving  intereft  for  money,  or  by  a  large  circu- 
lation of  notes.     He  may  eafily  be  led  to  pufh 
his  circulation,  and  raife  his  rate  of  intereft,  for 
the  faTce  of  acquiring  the  means  of  fupporting 
fome  trading  fcheme  or  maintaining  fome  vaft 
{ j)  monopoly.    If  his  mercantile  projects  are 

unfuc- 

(y)  The  great  and  extenfivc  diftrefs  occafioned  by  the 
downfal  of  a  banking  houfe,  which  was  ruined  by  an  at- 
tempt of  the  leading  partner  to  eftablifh  a  monopoly  of 
alum,  is  not  yet  forgotten.  And  we  have  recently  wit- 
nefled  the  calamities  which  attended  the  failure  of  another 
bank,  fet  up  and  carried  on  by  its  proprietors  merely  to 
create  a  fund,  by  the  moft  difingenuous  means,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupporting  their  wild  and  unlimited  fpeculations 
^1  the  cotton  trade.— Whenever  a  mercantile  houfe  wicfe 

cred'U 
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unfuccefsful,  and  fudden  embarraflments  arife, 
he  may  be  betrayed  into  attempts  to  extricate 
himfelf  from  his  difficulties  by  reforting  to 
fome  reprehenfible  or  fraudulent  tranfad:ion 
in  the  banking  line.  The  two  principal 
canfes  of  almoft  all  the  dilhonefty  and  fraud 
which  has  occurred  in  the  practice  of  bankers 
(and  the  cafe  is  indeed  the  fame  with  refpedt 
to  traders  of  all  defcriptions)  have  been  the 
,  urgency  of  preffing  wants,  and  eagernefs  for 
exorbitant  gain.  To  their  influence  the  banker 
who  is  alfo  a  merchant  peculiarly  fubjedls 
himfelf.  The  detention  and  mifapplication  of 
money  fent  to  the  banker  in  order  that  it  might 
be  immediately  invefted  in  the  funds;  the  fale 
of  flocks  held  by  him  in  truft,  and  perhaps 
for  widows  and  orphans,  or  of  other  flocks 
which  he  has  the  power  of  attorney  to  fell  at  his 
difcretion;  the  converfion  into  money  of  fhort 
bills  placed  with  him  for  fafe  cuflody,  and  flill 
the  property  of  the  depofitors :  thefe  are  prac- 
tices at  the  idea  of  which  a  perfon  of  common 

credit  is  already  Jl rained ^  enters  into  the  banking  bufinefs; 
t)ie  fair  prefumption  is,  that  the  bank  is  opened  only 
;is  an  expedient  to  raife  money  for  commercial  advea-j 
tureSf 
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reputation  would  Ihudder  :  yet  they  are  prac-f 
tices  which,  when  bankruptcy  has  difclofed 
men's  proceedings,  have  too  often  been  found 
to  have  taken  place ;  and  almoft  univerfally 
'  through'  the  operation  of  the  one  or  the  other 
of  the  caufes  recently  ftated.  In  fuch  cafes 
the  original  intention  may  always  have  beeq: 
fjpeedily  to  replace  the  fum,  which  was  then 
confidered  as  merely  borrowed  from  the  cre- 
ditor, or  the  truft.  But  it  was  borrowed  from 
an  unfufpedling  creditor,  and  from  a  truft 
facred  and  unalienable.  When  once  priyate 
property  is  thus  infringed,  motives  for  delay- 
ing to  replace  it  are  likely  to  gather  ftrength, 
and  a  habit  of  further  infringement  to  be 
formed.  The  credit  too  of  the  houfe  in  the 
eyes  of  clerks,  and-  the  confidence  of  one 
partner  in  another,  muft  abate ;  and  if  the 
tranfadion  be  furmifed  abroad,  the  general 
credit  of  the  houfe  muft  naturally  decay, 
though  the  precife  caufe  of  its  diminution 
may  never  be  formally  ftated  to  the  pro- 
prietors* 

If  hazardous  enterprifes  in  commerce  be 
thus  reprchenfible  in   a  banker,    to  venture 

deeply 
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deeply  into  the  purchafe  and  fale  of  («)  docks, 
or  lottery  tickets,  or  other  articles  the  value 
of  which  is  equally  flufluating,  is  alfo  incom- 
patible with  credit  and  integrity ;  and  to  engage 
in  fuch  practices  pbfcurely,  and  throygh  the 
medium  of  an  unavowed  agent,  is  ftill  mor^ 
to  be    condemned  than    entering  into  them 
openly.     It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  add,  that 
every  confideration  which  renders  it  the  duty 
of   a   banker    to  refrain  from  fuch  fpecula-n 
tions,  ought   to  deter  him  from  connecting 
himfelf  in  partnerfhip  with  a  man  embarked 
or  likely  to  embark  in  them,  and  from  delay- 
*  ing  to  difTolve  fuch  a  connection  if  already 
formed. 

In  advancing  money  on  merely  perfonal 
fecurities,  whatever  their  nature  may  be,  a 
banker  ought  to  be  uniformly  attentive  to  the 
fuggeftions  of  prudence;  and,  above  all,  to  that 
fundamental  rule  of  never  lending  too  much 
to  the  fame  individual,  on  the  obfervance  of 

(2)  The  diftrefs  which  arofe  about  twenty  years  fmce, 
from  the  failure  of  an  eminent  banker,  who  ruined  him- 
felf by  ftock-jobbing,  fufficiently  illuftrates  the  danger 
and  the  criminality  of  that  pradtice. 

which 


314         ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS 

which  the  fafety  and  credit  of  a  banking-houfe 
cffentially  depend.  This  remark  may  be  ex- 
tended with  the  utmoft  propriety  to  the  cafe 
of  bankers  lendiiig  their  credit^  inftead  of  their 

money,  to  their  cuftomers.  The  danger  of 
the  pradice,  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  Lon- 
don banks  lending  credit  to  their  London  cuC- 
tomer§,  arifes  from  the  facility  with  which,  if 
admitted  at  all,  it  may  be  carried  to  an  inde- 
finite extent.  Hence  the  refolution  adopted 
by  bankers  refident  in  the  metropolis  not 
to  accept  bills  drawn  in  London,  though  the 
acceptance  of  them  to  a  moderate  entent  would 
not  neceffarily  imply  any  thing  difcreditable, 
feems  no  improper  rule  for  their  conduft.  The 
practice  of  accepting  bills  from  the  country* 
though  liable  alfo  to  be  too  far  extended,  is 
much  more  fufceptible  of  limitation ;  the 
country  cuftomers  of  a  London  bank  being 
comparatively  few  in  number.  And  it  feems 
highly  beneficial  to  trade,  that  fome  refpedla^ 
ble  houfe  in  London,  acquainted  with  the  fc- 
veral  houfes  with  which  it  deals  in  the  coun- 
try, and  holding  proper  fecurity  from  them, 
fhould  guarantee  the  payment  of  their  bills,  in 
order  to  give  them  fufficicnt  currency  in  the 

metro- 
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metropolis.  The  bills  of  the'  London  mer- 
chant do  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  fame  aid. 
He  lives  in  the  place  where  they  chiefly  cir- 
culate. His  credit  therefore  can  be  enquired 
into,  and  can  fcarcely  fail  to  be  tolerably  well 
appretiated.  The  pradice  prevailing  among 
fome  bankers,  of  indorfing  to  a  certain  extent 
bills  drawn  from  the  country  on  foreign  parts, 
though  not  thofe  drawn  in  like  manner  by 
their  London  cuftomers,  feems  grounded  on 
the  fame  principle  of  diftindion. 

Thefe  obfervatlons  on  moral  duties,  refer- 
ring to  the  fubjedt  of  credit,  may  not  impro- 
perly be  concluded  with  a  few  words  on  the 
fame  topic,  refpeding  the  conduct  due  from 
bankers  towards  each  other,  and  the  treatment 
which  they  may  reafonably  claim  from  their 
cuftomers.     It  is  not  fufficient  for  a  banker 
to  abftain  from  premeditated  attempts  to  im* 
pair  the  credit  of  his  competitors.     He  cannot 
but  know  of  how  delicate  a  nature  credit  is, 
and  with  what  eafe,  efpecially  in  critical  times, 
it  may  be  wounded  or  deftroyed.     He  ought 
therefore  to  guard  his  expreflions  with  the 
utmoft  care  j  and  never  to  throw  out  an  idle 

v/ord 
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word  which  is  likely  to  be  mifconftrifed  to  the 
injury  of  another  houfe.  On  the  contrary,  let 
him  omit  no  opportunity  of  defending  the 
perfonal  character  and  credit  of  any  of  his 
rivals,  when  unjuftly  attacked.  And  parti- 
cularly let  him  beware  that  no  blind  prejudice, 
no  lurking  fpark  of  pride,  envy,  or  malevo- 
lence, betray  him  into  the  pradlice  of  haftily  de- 
crying thofe  bankers  who  deviate  from  antient 
cuftoms  ftill  retained  by  himfelf.  Let  him 
remember  that  forms  and  modes  of  tranfadl- 
ing  bufmefs,  which  were  originally  ufeful,  in 
the  improved  ftate  of  trade  may  have  become 
needlefs  and  inconvenient ;  and  that  new 
branches  of  bufinefs,  formerly  unknown  to 
the  banking  line,  may  now  be  found  naturally 
allied  to  [aa)  it.  In  the  next  place,  the  em- 
ployers 

(an)  If  the  principles  of  moral  duty  are  inefFeftual,  felf- 
interefl  may  well  difpofe  rival  banks,  efpeeially  country 
banks,  to  cordiality  and  friendly  intercourfe.  By  mutu- 
ally throwing  out  unfounded  infinuations,  by  refufing  each 
other's  notes  when  there  is  no  juft  ground  of  fufpicion, 
and  by  various  other  unkind  offices,  the  one  may  impair 
the  credit  of  the  other,  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  produce  the 
moft  ferious  confequences :  and  even  a  greater  houfe,  by 
impairing  the  credit  of  a  fmaller,  may  materially  fuffer  ia 

the 
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ployers  of  a  banker  fhould  be  cautious  of  lift- 
cning,  and  ftill  more  of  giving  currency  and 
circulation,  to  light  and  uncertain  rumours  to 
his  prejudice.  Let  them  not  be  immoderately 
and  unfeelingly  precipitate  in  taking  fteps  to 
'  fecure  themfelves  againft  a  poflibility  of  lofs. 
Inftead  of  eagerly  withdrawing  their  depofits 
when  they  amount  but  to  paltry  fums,  or  in- 
fifting  on  inftantaneous  payment  in  guineas 
for  every  one  of  the  banker's  notes   which 

the  end.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  good  underftanding  fubfifts 
between  them,  prompting  them  to  co-operate  in  dete£ling 
frauds  upon  either  bank,  to  lend  each  other  guineas  to  meet  a 
temporary  influx  of  notes,  and  to  communicate,  with  be- 
coming caution^  yet  with  franknefs,  the  charafters  of  indivi- 
duals in  the  trading  world,  and  the  credit  due  to  their  re- 
fpeGive  cuftomers,  the  reciprocal  advantages  are  obvious. 

As  the  bank  of  England,  in  confequence  of  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  has  the  credit  of  the  whole  trading  world 
in  fome  meafure  at  its  difpofal,  it  is  in  a  particular  manner 
incumbent  on  thofe  who  may  be  appointed  to  manage  its 
concerns,  to  aft,  not  with  equity  only,  but  with  bene- 
volence (and  much  has  often  been  (hewn  by  them)  to- 
wards individual  bankers  and  traders;  and  fcrupuloufly  to 
beware  of  exciting  unmerited  fufpicions  againft  particular 
houfes.  It  feems  indeed  their  intereft,  as  the  great  guar- 
dians of  the  general  credit  of  the  kingdom,  to  fupport  cre- 
dit unjuftly  impeached  either  in  London  or  in  the  country, 
'  as  far  as  prudence  will  permit. 

7  they 
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they  chance  to  have  in  their  hands  ;  let  theiil 
not  be  unwilling  to  bear  fome  fhare  in  the 
common  [bb)  rifk,  and  to  hazard  fome  reafon- 
able  facrifice,  for  the  merited  fupport  of  the 
individual  banking-houfe,   and  the  mainten* 

ance  of  general  credit. 

Some  brief  obfervations  on  the  head  of  pro- 
fit may  be  fuggefted  in  the  next  place.  The 
fubjefts  of  credit  and  profit  are  naturally  fo 
connected,  that  fome  of  the  preceding  remarks 
have  unavoidably  had  a  remote  reference  to 
the  latter  topic,  and  fome  of  the  remarks 
.  about  to  be  made  will  nece'flarily  bear  upon 
the  former. 

The  profits  of  a  banker  depend  partly  on 
the  extent  of  his  bufinefs,  and  partly  on  his 
terms  and  modes  of  dealing.  His  moral  duties 
therefore  refpefting  them  relate  to  his  proceed- 
ings with  a  view  to  gain  cuftom,  and  to  the 

{bb)  Much  of  the  late  diftrefs  in  the  commercial  world 
was  owing,  as  the  event  proved,  to  the  unfounded  fears 
of  men  of  property ;  who  would  not  truft  bankers  of  real 
wealth,  and  efpccially  bankers  in  the  country,  with  the 
fmall  fums  commonly  lying  in  their  hands. 

advan* 
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advantage  which  he  makes  on  feparate  tranf- 
adions. 

One  of  the  moft  effedual  ways  in  which  a 
banker  can  recommend  himfelf  to  extenfive 
bufinefs  is  by  confulting  the  advantage  and 
accommodation  of  his  employers.  If  his  bank 
be  deemed  fafe  ;  and  if  by  moderation  in  his 
terms  of  dealing,  by  univerfal  good  ufage  df 
his  cuftomers,  by  ftudying  their  concerns 
and  adapting  his  proceedings  as  far  as  may 
He  to  their  convenience,  by  accuracy  in 
keeping  their  accounts,  by  giving  to  them 
that  afflftance  in  loans,  and  in  other  ways, 
which  their  refpedive  fituations,  when  fairly 
appretiated,  entitle  them  to  claim,  he  makes 
men  feel  that  it  is  their  intereft  to  deal 
with  him  J  employment  will  flow  to  him 
in  abundance,  and  of  its  own  accord.  Some 
of  the  principal  reftri(9:iohs  which  he  ought 
to  prefcribe  *  to  himfelf,  v/ith  refpedt  to  the 
advantages  and  accommodations  to  be  afforded 
to  cuftomers,  have  been  recently  ftated  un- 
der the  head  of  credit.  Within  the  general 
limits  there  fpecified,  if  he  refides  in  London, 
let  liim  fearch  after  opportunities  of  furpafling 

his 
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his  rivals  in  conferring  thofe  favours,  and  per- 
forming thofe  good  offices,  by  which  a  banker 
in  the  metropolis  may  frequently  be  of  fignal 
afliftance  to  thofe  who  deal  with  him  j  and 
fecure  their  friendfliip  and  recommendation, 
as  well  as  their  cuftom,  by  the  ties  of  obliga- 
tion and  gratitude.     Under  the  fame  reftric- 
tions,  if  he  lives  in  the  country,  where  it  is 
ufual  for  bankers  to  allow  fome  intereft  for 
money  placed  in  their  cuftody ;  let  him  not 
be  afhamed,   while  he  negledts  no  other  fit 
method  of  conciliating  efteem,  to  recommend 
himfelf  by  being  more  liberal  than  his  neigh- 
bours.    But  let  not  the  eagernefs  to  obtain 
bufmefs,  or  any  other  confideration,   lead  hint 
to  imitate  thofe  adventurers  who,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forcing  themfelves  into  notice,  have 
been  known  to  hold   out,  both  in  town  and 
country,  propofals  and  offers  which  perhaps 
they  never  meant,  but  certainly  were  never 
likely  to  be  able,  torealifc;  while  in  private 
they  have  reibrted  to  paltry  and  difingenuous 
arts,  in  order  to  undermine  and  fupplant  their 
more  deferving  competitors.     Let  him  never 
take  a  fingle  ftcp  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring 
or  of  retaining  a  cuflomer,  which  he  fliould 

bluflv 
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blufli  to  have  communicated  to  the  world. 
Let  him  fix  in  his  mind  this  fundamental 
rule ;  never  to  grant  a  favour  to  petfons  who 
employ  another  banker,  with  a  view  to  in- 
duce  them  to  deal  with  himfelf,  which  he 
would  not  have  granted  them,  had  they  dealt 
with  him  already.  And  never  let  him  feek 
for  cuftom  by  encouraging  or  conniving  at 
fraud ;  as  by  freely  permitting  perfons  to  keep 
caj[h  with  him,  whom  another  banker  has  dif^ 
carded  for  criminal  pradices.  Nor  ever  let 
him  feek  to  retain  cuftom  at  the  expence  of 
veracity;  as  by  afligning  fome  falfe  reafon 
for  refufmg  loans  of  money,  that  he  may 
not  give  offence  to  thofe  who  wifli  to  borrow. 
A  backer  often  feels  ftrongly  tempted  to  repel 
fuch  applications,  by  alleging  that  he  can- 
jQOt  accede  to  them  without  prefent  inconve- 
nience to  himfelf  J  when  in  reality  the  fole 
caufe  of  his  reludance  is  the  apprehenfion  that 
the  perfons  who  make  them  iare  either  not 
punftual,  or  not  fafe.   . 

* 

It  was  faid  that,  in  purfuing  profit,  a  banker 
ought  never  to  make  any  advantage  in  the 
courfe  of  his  bufinefs  privately  or  furrep- 

VOL.  II.  Y  titioufly> 
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titibufly,  which  he  ought  to  be  afhamed  of 
avowing.  Let  this  rule  be  confidered  by  the 
banker  who  artfully  endeavours  to  prevent  a 
dividend  from  being  made  on  the  property 
of  bankrupts  lying  in  his  hands;  or  who  hires 
a  fecret  agent  to  colled  the  notes  of  a  rival 
cc^intry  bank  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  a 
run  upon  it ;  or  who  forwards  his  own  notes 
into  circulation  by  any  unfair  means.  An- 
other inftance  to  which  it  may  be  applied, 
though  originating  perhaps  more  frequently 
in  culpable  negle(3:  than  in  deliberate  bad  iot* 
^tention,  is  the  cafe  of  profit  made  on  what 
are  called  dead  accounts  j  that  is,  on  fums  of 
money  remaining  in  a  banker's  hands  after 
the  death  of  the  owner,  in  confequencc  of 
their  being  unknown  to  his  reprefentatives. 
Speedy  intelligence  of  the  exiftence  of  thefe 
fums  ought  to  be  given  by  the  banker  to  the 
perfons  entitled  to  the  difpofal  of  them,  Thefe 
remarks  arc  alfo  applicable  to  the  cafe  of  fums 
forgotten,  as  may  fometimes  happen,  by  the 
owner.  The  vaft  depofits  lately  remaining 
in  the  bank  of  England,  under  the  name  of 
•unclaimed  dividends,  may  afford  fome  ground 
for  concluding,  that  money  to  a  large  amount 

may 
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may  chance  to  remaia  for  a  confiderable  f^ace 
of  time  unclaimed  in  the  hands  of  a  great  and 
long-eftabliflied  banker ;  whofe  duty  it  there- 
fore is  occafionally  to  examine  into  this  matter, 
and  perhaps  at  fixed  periods^  left  it  ihould 
efcape  hfs  attention* 

The  banker  ought  with  equal  care  to  refrain 
from  taking  advantages  prohibited  by  the  laws 
of  his  country.  It  is  fometimes  a  matter  of 
difHquIty  to  afcertain,  in  banking  tranfaflions, 
whether  a  particular  proceeding  is  or  is  not 
ufurious  {cc) ;  and  a  banker  may  fufpedt  him- 
lelf  in  every  cafe  when  he  feels  a  defire  to 
keep  the  matter  fecret.  The  laws  refpefting 
ufury,  which  perhaps  might  have  been  more 
beneficial  had  they  allowed  fomewhat  more 
latitude  in  the  rate  of  intereft  according  to  the 
degree  of  the  borrower's  credit,  feem  to  require 

{cc)  The  laws  concerning  ufury  are  now  juftly  regarded 
as  referring  only  to  political  expediency,  and  not  to  any 
thing  naturally  finful  in  the  cuftom  of  taking  intereft. 
There  is  indeed  ufury  in  a  moral  fenfe ;  namely,  when 
unwarrantable  advantages  are  extorted  from  others ;  and 
it  may  exift  when  the  hounds  prefcribed  by  law  are  not 
exceeded.  This  however  is  not  the  fubjeft  at  prefent 
under  confideration. 

Y  2  as 
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as  liberal  a  conftrudlion  as  they  fairly  admit; 
and  they  are  generally  interpreted  with  libe- 
rality by  a  jury.    When  it  is  previoufly  fettled 
that  a  banker  (hall  receive,  merely  for  advancing 
a  fum  of  money,  a  compenfation,  in  any  fhape 
whatever,  amounting  to  more  than  legal  in- 
tcreft,  the  tranfaftion  is  ufurious.  ^  Thus  it  is 
ufury  to  give  a  premium  to  a  banker  to  induce 
him  to  lend  money  at  5 1.  per  cent.     But  if  he 
lends  a  fum  of  money  at  the  higheft  rate  of 
legal  intereft,  and  with  a  dire£t  view  to  fecure, 
by  lending  it,  the  advantage  of  the  borrower's 
cuftom,  which  he  knows  he  fhould  not  other- 
wife  enjoy;    the  tranfadion,  though  reprt- 
henfible   if  meant    to    decoy   the  borrower 
from  his  former  banker,  does  not  feem  to  be 
ufurious,  unlefs  it  be  rendered  fo  by  fomething 
which  amounts  to  a  ftipulation  refpeding  the 
additional  profit.     A  country  trader,  for  ex- 
ample, requefts  of  a  London  banker  a  loan  of 
fome  thoufand  pounds,  and  offers  him  5 1.  per 
cent,  as   the  annual  intereft.     The  banker, 
hoping  that  the  trader  may  be  led  by  a  fenfe 
of  the  obligation  to  do  bufineis  at  his  office, 
and  influenced  by  the  expedtation  of  the  ad- 
ditional advantages  of  the  comraiflion  on  the 

bills 
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^ills  which  he  may  have  to  difcount,  and  of 
profit  from  dejpofits  whkh  may  be  placed  in 
his  hands  by  the  other,  confents.  Yet  he  ia 
no  ufurer.  For  thefe  advantages,  though  6b* 
tained  by  granting  the  loan,  are  held  by  him 
merely  during  the  pleafure  of  the  borrower  j 
and  are  no  other  than  thofe  which  he  receives 
from  every  perfon  who  draws  upon  him,  as  a 
fair  and  equitable  compenfation  for  his  trouble. 
And  why  is  it  not  as  irreproachable  in  a 
banker  to  recommend  himfelf  profefiionally 
to  another  man  by  lending  him  money  in  hh 
diftrefs,  as  by  (hewing  him  any  other  mark 
of  kindnefs  or  attention  ?  But  had  it  been 
covenanted  that  the  borrower  Ihould  deal  vdth 
the  banker  for  a  certain  time,  and  never  draw 
upon  him  within  a  certain  amount  of  the  ori- 
ginal loan,  fo  that  the  latter  might  be  fure  of 
always  having  a  fum  in  his  hands  to  employ 
for  his  own  emolument ;  this  contraft  would 
have  rendered  the  whole  proceeding  m  ail  of 
ufury. 

It  has  been  already  obfervcd  that,  as  the 
banker  trades  with  the  money  of  others,  pru- 
dence in  lending  it  out  is  particularly  his  duty. 

Y3  He 
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He  IB  at  liberty  to  employ  it  in  any  manner 
commohty  adopted  by  his  brethren,  unlefs  he 
difcerns  the  cuftom  to  be  improperly  hazardous, 
either  in  its  own  nature,  or  from  local  and  tem- 
porarylircumftances.  But  he  cannot  with  a  fafe 
confcience  invetl  fnms  ob  doubtful  fecurities^ 
or  on  fecurities  not  fo  eafily  convertible  into 
money  a^  ]iis  circumftances  may  probably  re* 
quire,  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  high  interefb 
An  imprudent  loan  is  the  more  reprehenfible 
on  account  of  the  confequences  to  which  it 
may  lead.  It  has  often  happened  that  a  banker, 
having  already  lent  more  to  a  merchant  who. 
deals  with  him  than  proper  caution  woidd 
have  authorifed,  has  proceeded  to  lend  him 
larger  and  larger  fums,  fopietimes  with  un- 
authorifed  hopes  of  thus  enabling  him  to 
retrieve  his  affairs  and  repay  all  that  he  has 
borrowed;  and  fometimes,  in  part  at  leaft, 
from  the  lefs  defenfible  motive  of  favinghim- 
felf  from  the  difgrace  of  having  the  raflinefs  of 
the  original  loan  expofed  to  the  world  by  the; 
merchant's  failure.  The  effects  of  this  pradice 
have  been  exemplified  in  the  downfall  of  many 
great  houfes.  Akin  to  this  proceeding,  but 
ftill .  more  flagrantly  wrong,   is  the  fraud  of 

giving 
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giving  a  good  charadler  of  undeferyiag  perfons 
who  arc  in  Ris  debt^  for  the  purpoiie  of  up- 
holding their  credit  UQtil  they  have  paid  what 
is  due  to  hia;i  by  the  fums  levied  from  thofe 
to  whom  this  good  charader  is  made  known. 

It  is  not  enough  for  the  banker  to  suSt  coni» 
iicientioufly  in  his  own  perfon  with  refpe^  to 
profit.  Let  him  guard  agarnA  conniving  ^ 
deceit  or  extortion  in  his  partners.  Let  him 
alfo  attend  to  the  cpndu^  of  his  clerks,  who 
ibmetjlmes  from  a  want  of  li:ridnefs  of  moral 
principle  wiU  perhaps  pay  away  light  money, 
or  pradife  other  little- artifices,  of  which  he 
never  would  be  guilty  himfelf ;  and  fome- 
thnes,  through  an  inconfiderate  zeal  for  his 
intereft,  will  exaggerate  his  credit,  and  talk 
magnificently  of  his  affairs  (efpecially  if  they 
fee  their  principal  pleafed  by  this  condud), 
and  tell  petty  and  indired,  if  not  great  and 
dired,  falfehoods,  when  they  conceive  them 
to  be  for  his  fervice.  The  principal  has  a  joint 
fhare  in  the  immorality  of  fuch  proceedings, 
if  he  does  not  actively  reprefs  them  in  his 
agents.  A  banker  (hould  never  be  led  by  in- 
dolence, or  by  the  careleflhefs  which  often 

Y  4  fprings 
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fprings  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  great  wealthy 
to  negled:  the  due  fuperinteodence  of  his  bu*- 
finefs,  much  lefs  to  commit  the  management 

of  it  to  the  uninfpcif^ed  condild  of  his  clerics. 
There  may  be  an  error  in  perpetually  prying^ 
into  every  minute  part  of  their  behaviour ;  but 
frequent  examination  and  inquiry  are  requifite 
to  infpire  them  with  proper  principles  as  v/eU 
as  with  proper  adivity. 

Some  obfervations  rekting  partly  to  the  con- 
dud:  of  a  banker  towards  his  employers,  and 
partly  to  his  own  moral  difpofitions,  remsui) 
to  be  fubjoinod, 

A  banker  ought  to  deal  equally  with  hk 
cuftomers ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  ought  never  to 
give  undue  preferences ;  and  fuch  are  all  pre* 
ferences  which  are  not  founded  on  fome  claim 
refulting  from  the  peculiar  condui3:  or  fituation 
of  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  given.  This 
rule  does  not  prohibit  him,  in  lending  money, 
from  fliewing  efpecial  favour  to  a  cuftomer, 
who  has  introduced  other  cuftomers  to  the 
houfe.  Towards  fuch  perfons  he  may  indulge 
a  particular  degree  of  gratitude;  and  on  fome 

occafions 
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ocqafions  may  properly  be  led  by  that  fentU 
ipent  alone  fpontaneoufly  to  offer  them  affift- 
Since.     Neither    does   it   prohibit  him  from 
taking  higher  intereft  when  there  is  greater 
jilk.     But  where  the  rilks  «fe  equal,  though 
from  gratitude  or  compaffion  he  may  occa^ 
fidnally  abate  of  his  common  terms  ;  yet  he 
ought  not  to  raife  thofe  terms  upon  a  bor- 
rower >yho  happens  to  bfe  unacquainted  with 
his  ufual  rate  of  dealing,  or  whofe  modefty 
points  him  out  as  capable  of  being  driven  into 
a  hard  bargain.     In  like  manner,  if  a  redund-r 
ance  or  a  fcarcity  of  cafh  in  the  kingdom  ren* 
ders  it  right  for  the  banker  to  make  aii  advance 
or   a  redudiion  in  the  intereft  on  the  fums 
already  owing  to  him  ;  impartiality  requires 
him,  inftead  of  feleQ:ing  from  felfi(h  views  a 
few  objeds  of  favour,  to  make  the  change  on 
general  principles.     Indeed  two  rates  of  terms 
for  tranfafting  any  branch    of  the  baiiking 

bufinefs,  even  though  the  higher  rate  fliould 
not  be  too  high,  naturally  fpread  a  fufpicioa 
abroad  of  a  grafping  difpofition  in  the  banker  j 
^nd  may  by  degrees  excite  in  hinj  the  difpo* 
fition  itfelf. 


It 
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It  is  not  neceflarily  unfait  in  a  banka:  pc« 
cafionally  to  lend  the  furplus  of  his  money  to 
ftrangers  on  terms  lower  than  thofe  which  he 
takes  from  his  friends  and  conftant  cuftomers. 
This  praO:ice  may  at  times  be  requiiite,  in 
order  that  he  may  make  fome  intereft  of  his 
flu(9:iiating  furplus.  It  is  however  a  pradHce 
not  altogether  creditable,  and  one  which 
ihould  be  avoided  as  much  as  can  conveiu<» 
ently  be  done. 

How  far,  it  may  be  aiked,  is  a  banker  at 
liberty  in  point  of  moral  duty  to  fhew  efpecial 
and  extraordinary  favour^  in  the  way  of  loans, 
to  bis  relatipns  and  friends,  from  whom  he 
has  previoufly  received  obligations?  If  the 
antecedent  obligation  was  conferred  on  the 
banking-houfe,  it  feems  better  that  the  houfe 
ihould  repay  it  when  a  proper  opportunity 
occurs.  If  it  was  conferred  on  one  of  the 
partners  as  a  private  individual,  he  ought 
rather  to  repay  it  by  means  of  his  private 
property,  and  not  out  of  the  common  fund. 
But  in  affifting  his  near  connexions  with  loans 
and  indulgences,  let  him  beware  of  being  fe- 
duced  by  affeftion  and  habits  of  intercourfe 

to 
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to  proceed  to  unwarrantable  lengths  for  theit 
accommodation  and  advantage. 

A  banker,  in  contemplating  the  ^eat  films 
which  pafs  through  his  hands,  and  alfo  in 
lending  money,  is  apt  to  feel  a  pride  of  fupe- 

riority,  and  a  fenfe  of  felf-importancei  In- 
ftead  of  cherifhing  a  fpirit  fo  unchriftian,  let 
him  in  the  firft  pafe  remember  that  thofe  fums 

are  the  property  of  other  men;  and  that  he  t4 
only  the  agent  employed  in  the  management 
of  them.  In  the  fecond,  Jet  him  recollei^ 
what  will  naturally  be  the  feelings  of  the  bor* 
rower,  and  ftudioufly  endeavour^  by  fimpli- 
oity  and  kindnefs  of  manner,  and  a  total 
abftinence  from  all  fymptoms  of  arrogance 
and  oftentation,  to  remove  every  unpleafant 
emotion  from  the  breaft  of  the  perfon  who 
folicits  his  aid.  Let  him  remember  that  the 
borrower,  even  if  greatly  embarrafled  in  his 
circumftances,  may  be  a  man  of  as  much 
integrity,  and  as  much  genuine  refpe£kability 
(for  genuine  refpediability  is  not  to  be  mea« 
fared  by, wealth),  as  himfelf:  and  that,  if  the 
point  of  mutual  obligation  be  confidered,  the 

lender 
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lender  commonly  derives  inter  eft  and  other 
advantages  in  the  line  of  his  profeflion  in 
confequence  of  granting  the  loan,  advantages 
which  in  many  cafes  may  be  nearly  or  alto- 
gether of  as  much  benefit  to  him,  as  thofe 
acquired  by  receiving  the  loan  are  to  the 

borrower. 
■•      • 

I^et  the  banker  alfo  beware  of  taking  offence 
at  the  cuftomers  who  leave  him,  while  he 
praifes  and  careffes  the  perfons  who  remove  to 
his  banking-houfe  from  another.  Let  not  the 
numerous  inftances  of  fraud  in  the  trading 
world,  which  are.  continually  coming  before 
him,  induce  him  to  harbour  uncandid  and 
indifcriminate  fufpicions,  or  to  deal  in  hafty 
cenfures  againft  individuals.  Neither  let  the 
dangers  be  forgotten  which  attend  a.  banker  in 
habits  of  convivial  fociety j  habits  which  often 
lead  him,  cfpecially  if  a  young  man,  to  form 
acquaintances  and  friendfhips  with  a  view  to 
cuftom,  and  with  little  regard  to  the  chara<fters 
of  his  affbciates ;  and  to  entruft  them  in 
unguarded  moments  with  fecrets,  and,  if  they 
are  men  of  flender  property,  to  fupply  them 

with 
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with  money,  fo  as  to  injure,  perhaps  to  (hake, 
.  the  credit  of  the  houfe. 

In  every  line  of  life,  the  danger  of  being 

betrayed  into  unjuftifiable  conduct  increafes 
with  the  number  of  temptations,  and  with  the 
facility  of  tranfgreffing.     On  both  thefe  ac- 
counts, the  banker  who  is  defirous  of  repre- 
fenting  in  Parliament  the  town  where  he  lives, 
or  who  has  a  feat  for  that  place,  or  for  any 
other,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ought  to 
be  on  his  guard,  even  more  than  his  brethren, 
againft  taking  undue  fteps  either  to  conciliate 
his  prefent  cuftomers,  or  to  attract  additional 
employment.     He  will  eafily  difcern  that  his 
bank  affords  very  convenient  modes  of  admi- 
niftering  a  bribe  to  the  voter.     He  will  per- 
ceive many  opportunities  of  ftrengthening  his 
intereftjOr  of  extending  his  bufinefs,  by  doing 
parliamentary yo^x  for  thpfe  who  eleft,  or  for 
thofe  who  deal  with  him.     He  will  not  fail 
to  difcover,  that  if  he  fhould  be  happy  enough 
always  to  think  and  to  divide  with  the  minifter 
of  the  day,  gratitude  may  induce  the  latter  to 
reward  his  faithful  adherent  by  recommenda- 
tions to  his  private  friends,  and  by  making 

fomc 
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feme  of  the  ftr^ams  of  public  revenue  flow 
through  his  office.  Let  the  banker  however^ 
while  he  avoids  the  temptations  to  which  the 
poflfeflion  of  a  feat  in  parliament  expofes  him, 
ftudy  to  coUedt  from  his  cuftomers  that  com- 
mercial information  which  his  employment 
will  continually  furnifh  means  of  acquiring ; 
information  which  may  greatly  contribute  to 
guide  his  judgement  aright  with  refpeft  to 
fubjeds  coming  before  him  in  his  legiflative 
capacity* 

In  the  lafl;  place,  the  banker^s  attention  may 
be  direfbed  to  thofe  incidental  methods  and 
opportunities  of  doing  good,  which  his  pro- 
feflion  peculiarly  affords. 

A  banker  (hould  conftantly  confider  the 
good,  which  his  occupation  gives  him  the 
power  of  eflfedting,  as  one  of  the  mod  valuable 
ends  to  be  attained  by  following  it.  This 
power,  if  he  is  a  man  of  eminence,  will  be 
very  extenfive.  If  he  is  fixed  in  a  country 
town,  he  is  the  general  patron  and  fupport  of 
the  trading  world  there.  If  in  the  metropolis, 
his  influence,  though  Tefs  concentrated,  may 

be 
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be  ftill  greater.  Providence  does  not  furnifli 
obvious  opportunities  of  doing  good  without 
attaching  criminality  to  the  negle£):  of  them. 
Nor  do  thofe  men,  whatever  be  their  line  of 
life,  manifeil  a  Chrifliian  fpirit,  who  are  dili-p 
gent  and  active  in  purfuing  their  own  interefts, 
and  fupine  in  fearching  out  occafions  of  con-» 
ferring  difintereiled  benefits  on  others. 

A  banker  naturally  becomes  apprized,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  tranfadlions^  of  the  lituation 
of  many  deferving  people  in  diftrefled  circum- 
ftances ;  perfons  whofe  moral  characters  are 
exemplary  (for  that  is  a  point  which  fliould 
be  <:arefully  examined),  and  who  are  embar* 
raffed  or  reduced  by  misfortunes.  Such  per- 
fons are  among  the  beft  objedls  of  liberality. 
By  being  furnifhed  with  fmall  fums,  fome- 
times  as  gifts,  more  frequently  as  loans,  they 
may  be  enabled  to  fet  up  little  fhops  for  the 
fupport  of  their  families,  or  to  extricate  them- 
felves  from  the  neceffity  of  felling  all  their 
ftock,  and  abandoning  every  profpedl  of  eafe 
and  competence,  for  the  payment  of  rent,  or 
of  debts  unavoidably  'contracted  in  bufinefs. 

To  cafes  of  this  nature  let  the  banker  ftudi- 

9  oufly 
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opfly  advert*     If  he  rcfides  in  the  country,  h< 
will  have  opportunities  of  rendering  fimilar 
affiftance  to  farmers  deferving  of  kindnefs 
and  encouragement.     Private  gentlemen,  and 
others,  who  would  willingly  give  fmall  dona« 
tions,  frequently  cannot  lend  fomewhat  larger 
furas  with  convenience ;  and  are  commonly 
didnclined  to  lend  them,  partly  through  want 
of  opportunities  of  enquiring  into  the  moral 
charaSer  of  the  borrower  and  the  probability 
of  repayment ;  and  partly  through  a  diflike  to 
the  trouble  which  attends  the  keeping  of  fuch 
accounts.     Hence  it  peculiarly  becomes  the 
banker,  to  whom  from  his  profefiional  fitua* 
tion  and  habits  thefe   difficulties   are  trifles, 
to  exert  himfelf  in  doing  good  by  benevolent 
loans.     Let  it  not  be  faid  that  to  engage  in 
thefe  tranfadions  is  imprudent.     If  carried  on 
with  caution  and  within  moderate  limits,  they 
will  neither  hurt  the  credit  nor  affed:  the  pro- 
fits of  the  houfe ;    and  will  in   many   cafes 
enable  the  banker  to  do  an  adt  of  charity  in  a 
manner  more  commodious  to  himfelf,  and  not 
Icfs  beneficial  to  the  party  affiiled,  than  by 
giving  relief  from  his  private  purfe.      The 
fame  liberal  fpirit  mav  alfo  be  fhewn  in  re- 

turning 


turning  by  an  equivalent  fiibfcriptlon  the  profit 
made  from  depofits  for  charitable  inftitutions  ) 
and  by  paying  intereft  to  perfons  of  fmali  fbr-^ 

tunes,  perhaps  with  large  families,   the  chie£ 
fli^re  of  whofe  capital  happens  to  lie  for  a  time 
in  the  banker's  hands,  until  a  favburable  oc^ 
cafion  arifes  of  veiling  it  in  the  funds,  oritt 
fome  other  defirable  vvray^      Poflibly  too  it 
ftiight  in  fome  cafes  be  reafotiable  to  alloW 
intereft  for  the  depofits  arifing  from  the  fale 
.  of  the  property  of  bankrupts.     It  is  of  thriv- 
-  ing  banks  that  we  are  now  fpeaking  j  and  the 
admonition  meant  tb  be  intimated  is,  that  the 
partners  fliould  praftife  liberality  riot  iHerely 
in  their  individual  capacities^  but  colle<^ively 
alfo  in  their  profeflional  tranfadions.     With 
refpeft  to  arrefting  of  debtors,  aud  preffing 
the  payment  of  bills,  there  is  great  room  fof 
doing  eflential  good  by  the  exercife  of  gene- 
rofity  and   forbearance ;    and  I  believe  that 
bankers  err  as  frequently  on  the  fide  of  libei- 
tality,  as  on  that  of  paffimony  and  rigour : 
though  the  error  on  the  former  fide  may  per- 
haps fometimes  proceed  rather  from  the  cuf- 
fory  mariner  in  which  thefe  branches  of  Bufi- 
nefs  are  conduced,  than  from  a  ftudied  attcn* 
VOL,  lu  Z  tion 
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tion  to  the  nature  of  the  particular  cafe^  and 
the  general  welfare  of  fociety. 

It  is  a  great  advantage  as  well  »  comfort  to 

perfons  in  the  lower  lines  of  life,  to  be  able  at 
^any  time  to  depoiit  iti  fafe  hands,  and  in  a  way 
attended  with  profit,  the  litde  fums  which 
their  indullry  has  accumulated.  The  banker 
who  is  averfe  to  receive  them,  either  from  a 
difdain  of  undertaking  fuch  fmall  concerns,  or 
from  conceiving  that  the  emoluments  to  be 
derived  from  them  will  not  quite  repay  the 
trouble  which  they  create,  offends  againft  the 
clear  di(flates  of  benevolence. 

A  banker  has  it  alfo  in  his  power  to  be  of 
material  fervice  to  traders,  eipecially  to  young 
beginners,  by  affifting  them  with  his  advice  as 
to  forming  partnerfliips ;  as  to  the  mode  of 
conducting  various  parts  of  their  bufinefs,  and 
the  beft  means  of  preferving  and  making  the 
mpft  advantageous  ufe  of  their  credit  j  and  by 
conveying  to  them  fit  and  feafonable  inform- 
ation concerning  the  charadler  of  thofe  with 
^whom  they  deal,  and  of  thofe  whom  they  truft. 
Let  him  feek  to  obtain  general  knowledge  on 

thofe 
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thofe  fubjeds  for  the  purpofe  of  making  this 
ufeofit. 

It  is  alfo  very  much  in  the  power,  and  it 
•  ought  conftantly  to  be  the  objedt,  of  a  banker 
to  contribute  towards  purifying  trade  in  gene- 
ral from  fraudulent  and  difcreditable  pra(9:ices. 
By  Ihewing  encouragement  and  giving  pre- 
ferences to  honeft  and  induftrious  traders ;  by 
(landing  forward  as  far  as  truth  will  auth^rife 
him  in  fupport  of  their  chara(9:er  and  credit ; 
by  reje^ing  cuftomers  whofe  condudl  in  trade 
has  been  notorioufly  flagitious;  by  refufing 
afliftante  and  countenance  to  adventurous  fpe- 
culators,  to  the  extravagant,  the  rapacious,  the 
tricking,  and  the  profligate ;  by  laying  difad- 
vantages  in  the  way  of  dealers  in  contraband 
goods;  by  adtivity  in  bringing  to  juftice  fwind- 
lers  and  forgers;  a  Angle  individual  may  effect 
extenfive  and  moft  fubfl;antial  good.     On  the 
contrary,  by  remiflhefs  in  attending  to  thefe 
and  fimilar  opportunities  of  ufefulnefs,    and 
much  more  by  wilfully  difregarding  or  pervert*- 
ing  them  through  eagernefs  for  his  own  profit; 
he  co-operates  in  fandtioning  the  abufes  and 
the  crimes  with  which  he  finds  trade  conta- 

Z  2  minated, 
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minated,  and  in  tranfmitting  them  forward 
to  diftant  generations.  The  infight  which 
his  bufinefs  gives  him  into  the  nature  of  all 
kinds  of  trade  (an  infight  which  he  will  do  well 
to  cultivate  for  the  fake  of  the  laudable  and  he-^ 
neficial  purpofes  to  which  it  may  be  applied)  ; 
and  the  knowledge  which  he  neceffarily  ac- 
quires of  the  affairs  of  thbfa  who  deal  with 
him,  will  add  great  weight  to  his  advice ;  and 
will  enable  him  to  exert  an  influence  not  only 
•on  the  mercantile  and  commercial  proceedings^ 
but  even  on  the  moral  charadter,  of  nuiinbers 
witli  whom  he  is  conneded. 

If  merit  ought  to  receive  encouragement 
from  a  banker  wherever  it  is  found,  it  has 
furely  a  peculiar  claim  upon  him  when  found 
in  his  own  houfe.  On  this  principle,  as  well 
as  for  other  reafons,  clerks,  whofe  honefty  und 
diligence  have  long  been  experienced,  are  fitly 
rewarded  by  being  taken,  if  circumftances  fuit^ 
into  partnerlhip.  It  is  a  reward  which  will  • 
not  only  be  highly  grateful  to  themfelves,  but 
one  which  will  make  young  men  of  good  cha- 
raders  anxious  to  come  into  their  place  ;  and 
will  add  greatly  to  the  effe£t  of  that  vigt- 

\ant 
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lant  folicitude  with  which  a  banker  ought  at 
all  times  to  fuperintend  the  moral  character 
of  his  fubordinate  affiftants.  The  nature  too 
of  their  paft  employment  has  been  fuch  as  to 
render  th-jm  perfedly  qualified  to  regulate  the 
bufinefs  of  the  houfe.  Their  acquaintance 
with  the  views  and  habits  of  the  older  partners 
may  make  their  afliftance  in  the  management 
of  it  extremely  defirable.  And  thus  the  latter 
may  reap  the  advantage  of  being  enabled  to 
allow  themfelves  a  certain  degree  of  relaxation 
from  pecuniary  concerns ;  and  to  dedicate  a 
greater  portion  of  their  time  to  domeftic 
duties,  to  improving  ftudy,  to  liberal  fcience, 
or  to  the  fervice  of  their  country  as  magiftrates 
and  members  of  parliament. 

To  conclude :  If  a  banker,  either  from  an, 
intention  of  relinquifliing  his  employ^lent^ 
or  of  purfuing  it  in  a  different  channel,  fells 
his  houfe,  as  the  term  is,  to  another  banker 
for  a  fum  of  money,  the  tranfadion  is  not 
ncceflkrily  blam6able ;  as  his  cuftomers  are 
not  lAider  any  obligation  to  transfer  their  bufi- 
nefs to  the  purcfiaftn  But  he  muft  be  aVeare 
that  a  large  proportion  of  ttem  will  probably 

JZ  3  follow 
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follow  his  recommendation ;  and  it  is  his  duty 
not  to  conduft  them  to  a  h6ufe  which  he  does 
not  fully  believe  to  be  fafe. 

II.  Some  obfervations  are  now  to  be  ad- 
dreflcd  particularly  to  merchants. 

Many  of  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
under  the   preceding  head  on  the  duties  of 
bankers,  may  be  fo  eafily  transferred  to  thbfe 
of  merchants,  or  fuggeft,  by  fo  obvious  an 
analogy  rules  of  condudi   applicable  to  the 
latter,  that  it  is  unneceflary  to  dwell  long  on 
the  topics  to  which  they  relate •     Of  the  firft 
kind  are  feveral  of  the  obfervations  refpedling 
the  genuine  foundations  and  the  juft  means 
of  fupporting  credit ;    thofe  concerning  the 
impropriety  of  employing  money  in  gambling 
either  in  the  funds,  in  lottery  tickets,  or  in  any 
other  way;  of  involving  in  trading  adven* 
tures  property  which  was  received  in  truft  for 
other  purpofes;    and  of  lending    additional 
fums  to  aperfon  who  has  already  borrowed 
too  much,   that  the  imprudence  of  the  firft 
loan  may  not  be  difclofed  to  the  world  by  hi? 
failure }  tbofe  on  the  duty  of  beipg  liberal  and 

kind 
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kind  to  all,  efpecially  to  the  virtuous  and 
deferving,  as  to  preffing  payment  of  bills,  and 
arrefting  .debtors  J  and  more  efpecially  thofe 
which  inculcate  the  moral  obligation  of  keep- 
ing accurate  books,  and  frequently  balancing 
accounts,  fince'  confidence  is  placed  in  mer- 
chants on  the  prefumption  of  their  being  punc- 
tually attentive  to  thefe  points,  and  matters 
at  all  times  of  the  fituation  of  their  affairs.  Of 
the  fecond  kind  an  example  may  be  found  ;a 
the  caution  given  to  the  banker  who  is  in  par- 
liament, againft  regulating  his  public  conduft 
with  a  view  to  ferve  his  houfe ;  for  it  is  a 
caution  which  may  equally  warn  the  merchant 
who  <has  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
againft  endeavouring  by  the  management  of  his 
vote  to  promote  his  private  emolument.  In  like 
manner,  if  the  banker  who  employs  a  merchant 
to  procure  bills  to  be  difcounted  for  him  at  the 
bank  of  England,  ought  not  to  conceal  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  tranfadion  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  bank;  neither  ought  the  mer- 
chant to  diflemble  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  If 
it  be  wrong  in  the  bankei;  to  raife  his  terms  of 
doing  bufinefs,  or  his.  rat^  of  intereft,  upon 
Oiodeft  x)r  ignorant  cuftomers  j  it  is  not  lefs 

Z4  wrong 
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wrong  in  the  merchant  to  extort  an  higher  price 
than  ufual  from  purchafers  of  a  fimilar  defcrip- 
tion.  If  it  be  wrong  in  thf  banker  to  lend 
his  credit  too  far  in  indorfing  bills  ;  it  is  not 
lefs  wrong  in  the  merchant  to  importune  him 
to  indorfe  them  at  too  great  a  rlfk.  If  it  be 
highly  reprekenfible  in  the  former  to  force  hit 
notes  into  i:irculation  without  an  adequate 
fund,  or  by  fuch  means  as  he  is  unwilling 
to  avow  J  it  is  not  lefs  culpable  in  the  latter  to 
be  defignedly  inftrumental  in  thus  circulating 
them.  If  it  be  wrong  in  the  country  banker 
to  employ  different  correfpondents  in  London^ 

and  to  obfcure  from  the  one  his  dealings  with 

the  other  ^  it  is  equally  wrong  in  the  merchant 

to  borrow  largely  from  different  perfons,  and 

indiredly  to  imprefs  each  with  the  idea  that 

Jus  ai4  only  has  been  reforted  to  {d^). 

In 

(dd)  It  (bm^timcs  haf^ens  that  a  merchant  difdaim  to 
(hew  his  bopksj  and  ftate  his  a£^rs  with  reafonable  open* 
pefsj  to  the  banker  from  whom  he  borrows)  or  to  give 
the  fecurities  a&ually  in  -his  po£Eei5on  for  the  money  which 
he  receives,  claiming,  through  pride,  a  right,  of  being  truiU 
cd  oq  his  fingle  fccurity.  To  aft  from  the  motive  in 
queftion  is  ^ways  unjufli^bje,  though  it  may  pofSbly.  be 
jMfoper  on  fqme  occafions  to  borrow  in  this  manner,  left  an 
iftcpnyeiiicnt  cuftoro  pf  being  obliged  sdways  toiodgc  fe- 

curity 
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In,  fpeaking  of  the  rifks  arid  the  rate  oi 
profit  of  the  banker,  I  have  already  had  occa- 
fion  to  mention  the  greater  hazards  to  which 
the  merchant  is  neceffarily  fubjedt  in  the  cxer- 
cife  of  his  occupation ;  and  the  proportionally 
greater  advantage  which  he  may  fairly  derive 
from  each  particular  tranfadion  in  the  line  of 
his  bufmefs.     But  the  merchant,  when  he  fub- 
je£ts  himfelf  to  rifks  againfl  which  he  might 
eafily  guard,  a£ls  an  unjufl  part  towards  all 
who  may  be  injured  by  his  misfortunes.     He 
a6ts  unjuflly,  for  example,  if  he  deliberately 
forbears  to  infiire  his  warehoufe  from  fire,  or 
any  large  adventure  from  the  dangers  of  the 
fea;  thus  expofing  his  creditors  to  the  hazard 
of  ruin  by  his  temerity,  that  he  may  himfelf 
fave  the  five  or  ten  pounds,  or  perhaps  that 
number  of  fhillings,  percent,  by  the  payment 
of  which  he  would  have  purchafed  an  indem- 
nification againfl  the  lofTes  to  which  his  goods 
are  daily  liable.    In  thefe  rafh  praftices  young 
traders  are  the  mofl  apt  to  indulge  thcmfelves ; 
and  fometimes  gain  by  them.     But  traders  of 

curity  {hould  be  eftabliihed.  To  lodge  it  however  is  the 
Ijeft  cticthod  of  keeping  up  credit,  in  the  true  import  of 
Uie  expreflion* 

'  eviery 
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every  defcription  fliould  remember,  that  all 
bold  adventuring  in  thofe  who  traffic  chiefly 
on  credit,  or  with  the  money  of  others,  is  not 
rendered  lefs  criminal  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  ex- 
periment {ee). 

Neither  is  the  merchant  to  be  vindicated  if 
he  raifes  his  general  profits  to  a  rate  higher 
than  is  equitable,  when  compared  with  the  ge- 
neral circuraftances  and  hazards  of  his  deal- 
ings. This  rule  does  not  prohibit  him  from 
taking  a  profit  too  great,  if  individually  confi- 
dered,  on  fome  of  the  articloi  in  which  he 
deals,  when  he  finds  himfelf  unable  to  obtain 
an  adequate  advantage  on  others ;  fo  long  as 
his  gains  on  the  whole  are  not  more  than  a 
fair  compenfation  for  the  capital  which  he  em- 
ploys, the  {kill  and  induftry  which  he  exerts, 
and  the  rifks  and  flufluations  which  he  en- 
counters. But  let  not  the  difficulty  of  fixing 
the  precife  ftandard  of  individual  profits,  and 
the  impofTibility  of  that  ftandard  being  known, 
or,  if  known,  fitly  eftimated  by  his  cuftomers, 

{ee)  The  general  principles  ftated  under  the  head  of 
Bankers,  on  the  fubjefl:  of  capital  and  of  rifks,  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  merchant.     Seep.  326.     . 

betray 
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betray  him  into  extortion.  Neither  let  profit  be 
purfued  by  means  tinctured  with  immorality. 
Who  could  aflert  the  integrity  of  a  merchant 
who,  in  order  to  determine  whether  he  fhould 
fend  his  goods  to  a  particular  market,  Ciould 
bribe  or  feduce  a  perfon  in  a  public  office  to 
violate  his  duty,  and  betray  to  him  the  proba- 
bility of  peace  or  war?  Could  a  man  be  pro- 
nounced honeft  and  ingenuous  who  fhould 
attempt  by  giving  money,  by  conferring  fa- 
vours, or  even  by  flattering  attention,  to  lead 
San  agent,  who  comes  to  purchafe  ai^  article,  to 
connive    at  impofitions  on  his  uiifufpe<9:ing 
principal?  Could  he  be  vindicated  if  he  fhould 
fend  to  his  foreign  correfpondent  goods  from 
one  manufactory ;  and  at  the  fame  time  take 
meafures,  directly  or  indireftly,  by  himfelf  or 
in  concurrence  with  others,  to  induce  him  to 
believe  that  they  were  fabricated  at  another : 
or  if,  on  finding  the  market  unfavourable  for 
the  fale  of  goods  which  he  had  ordered  from 
abroad,  he  fhould  falfely  pretend  that  they 
were  damaged,  or  not  exa£tly  according  to  his 
order,  and  fell  them  on  account  of  the  fador  ? 
Such  practices  rnufl  be  condemned  by  every 
upright  man  to  whom  they  are  flated.    There 

are 
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4re  Others  at  Icaft  as  common,  and  i^ot  lefs  re- 
prchenfible,  which  may  require  to  be  noticed. 
Some  few  inftances  will  be  fhortly  commented 
upon;  and  the  mercantile  reader  will  then  be 

left  to  apply  fimilar  reafoning  to  any  other 
cuftoms  of  his  trade,  to  which  he  may  deem 
it  applicable. 

In  fome  foreiga- ports  a  duty  ad  valorem 
IS  paid  on  the  importation  of  Britifli  goods. 
The  merchant  is  faid  fometimes  to  value  them 
in  his  entry  at  the  cuftom-houfe  at  a  rate  far 
too  low,  though  he  is  expedted  to  appreciate 
them  according  to  their  real  worth.     Or  per- 
haps he  has  them  entered  in  a  foreign  name  $ 
.   and  thus  by  a  fraud  contrives  to  efcape  a  part 
of  the  duties.     Sometimes  too,  to  facilitate  a 
low  valuation,  or  for  other  caufes,  after  fend-* 
ing  to  his  foreign  correfpondent  previoufly  to 
the  arrival  of  the  goods  an  invoice  containing 
their  real  value,/  according  to   which  he  is 
to  be  paid  for  them ;  he  forwards  with  the 
goods  themfelves  a  falfe   invoice,   in  which 
they  are  rated  at  one  third  or  one  half  lefs 
than  they  were  in  the.  other;    that  it  may 
be   inftrumental    in   ol)taining   their  admi£- 

fion 
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fion  on  eafjr  terms.     He  is  not  always  with- 
out a  plea  on  which  ^he  endeavours  to  vindi- 
cate the  latter  proceeding.      He  ftates   that " 
the  laws  of  the  foreign  country  entitle  any 
perfon  to  purchafe  the  goods,  to  whomfoever 
they  are  configned,  who  fhall  go  down  to 
the  ihip,  and  offer  for  them  a  certain  advance 
per  cent,  on  his  valuation.     And  he  contends 
that  this  fadl  is  a  proof  that  the  Government 
of  that  country  does  not  require,  the  valu- 
ation to  be  accurate;  but  regards  it  merely 
as  a  ftatement  on  his  part  of  the  terms  at 
which,  when  augmented  by  the  addition  pre- 
fcribed,  he  is  willing  to  let  the  goods  be  taken. 
The  laws  however  which  he  quotes  prove 
only  that  the  enactors  of  them  do  not  place 
tjnlimited  dependence  on  the  veracity  of  mcr- 
thahts.      And  his  ingenious  contrivances  to 
counterafl:  them,  (hew  that  no  great  ftrefs  is 
to  be  laid  on  the  fincerity  of  the  foregoing 
plea.     He  frequently  divides  his  goods  into 
different  packages,  fo  that  each  package  fhall 
be  imperfedt  without  the  others ;  and  fends 
them  at  different  periods,  or  in  different  fhips : 
thus  rendering  it  morally  certain  that  no  in^ 
terloping  purchafer  will  choofe  to  have  any 

concern 
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concern  with  them  when  they  arrive  in  th< 
harbour  (^). 

That  the  merchant  ads  in  a  manner  alto* 
gether  unjuftifiable  if  he  is  concerned  in 
fmuggling  adventures,  or  knowingly  fells  {gg) 
articles  which  have  been  fmuggled,  is  evident 
on  this  principle  j  that  men  in  every  fituation 
are  highly  criminal,  who  themfeives  break,  or 
who  tempt  others  to  tranfgrefs,  the  laws  of 
their  refpedtive  countries.    But  it  is  not  always 

(jf)  With  this  view,  as  I  underftandj  in  the  cafe  oft' 
piece  of  machinery,  half  of  it  has  been  fent  at  ohe  time, 
and  the  remaining  iialf  referved  for  a  fubfequent  convey- 
ance. And  I  have  heard  of  an  inftance  in  which  a  Bri-* 
tifli  merchant,  having  purchafed  a  large  quantity  of  gloves 
by  the  4ire£lion  of  his  foreign  correfpondent,  had  the 
addrefs  to  difpatch  the  gloves  for  the  right  hand  by  one 
yeflel,  and  thofe  for  the  left  fome  time  afterwards  by  a 
fecoud. 

{^gg)  Shopkeepers,  to  whom  in  this  inftance,  as  in  many 
others,  the  moral  rules  addrefled  to  merchants  may  be 
'  applied,  ought  never  to  trade  in  a  fingle  article  which  they 
know  or  believe  to  be  fmuggled.  When  traders  fufpeft 
^at  the  goods  offered  to  them  are  fmuggled,  it  is  their 
duty  to  fearch  the  matter  to  tlie  bottom,  inftead  of  follow- 
ing the  common  praftice  of  wilfully  leaving  the  matter  in 
uncertainty.  Their  duty  with  rcfpeci  to  goods  known  or 
believed  to  be  ftolen  needs  not  to  be  fuggefted. 

.     ,  7  von- 
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confidered  that  this  principle  bears  in  a  certain 
degree  on  the  conduit  of  a  merchant,  if  he 
furnifties  goods  to  a  third  perfon  who  plainly 
•  intends  to  introduce  them  clandeftinely  into  a 
foreign  country  where  they  are  prohibited.  If, 
for  example,  Holland  fhould  forbid  the  admif- 
fion  of  European  woollens  into  her  Afiatic  do- 
minions; would  not  aBritifh  trader  who  fhould 
furnifh  his  cuftomer  at  Amfterdam,  with  a 
quantity  of  blankets,  knowing  that  the  latter 
-  propofed  to  fmuggle  them  into  Batavia,  be  an 
accomplice  in  the  guilt  of  tempting  the  inha- 
bitants  of  that  colony  to  violate  the  laws  which 

they  would  be  bound  to  obey  ? 

f. .  ■ 

,  Another  pradtice  may  be  mentioned  which 
muft  alfo  be  condemned  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple, that  it  is  criminal  knowingly  to  lead  an- 
other perfon  to  be  guilty  of  deceit.  The  prac- 
tice  in  queftion  is  that  of  having  fhips  covered, 
as  the  term  is,  in  time  of  war;  in  other  words, 
of  having  them  made  over  by  a  fiditious  [hh) 

transfer 

{hh)  Sometimes  however  the  merchant  aftually  becomes 

'    a  burgher  of  the  neutral  town,  m  order  to  fecure  his  pro* 

perty  from  danger.     Thus  alfo  in  times  of  peace  Britifli 

:  faflors 
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transfer  to  the  fubjeft  of  fome  nciitral  poweff 
that  by  means  of  the  papers  procured  througb 
this  pretended  fale  they  may  appear  to  be 
neutral  (//)    propeny,    and   confequently  \A 

releafed 

faftors  in  Ruilia  have  become  burghers  in  that  country,  to 
render  themfelves  entitled  to  fome  exemptions  from  duties. 
It  has  been  hold  by  Englifli  Lawyers,  that  this  proceed* 
ing  is  no  breach  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

(«)  In  the  late  war  it  was  very  common  for  Britifh  mer- 
chants to  procure  Auftrian  papers  for  their  veflels,  efpe- 
cially  for  thofe  deftined  for  the  Mediterranean.  And  during 
the  fame  period  many  Britifh  ihips  were  nominally  ren* 
dered  Ruffian  property  in  a  fimilar  way. 

A  fimilar  mode  of  proceeding,  though  direftly  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  morality, 
prevailed  to  a  great  extent  during  the  exiftence  of  the 
late  charter  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  That  charter 
prohibited  the  fending  of  any  commodities  from  England 
to  the  Britifh  dominions  in  the  Eafl:  except  through  the 
medium  of  the  Company.  The  Englifh  merchant  often 
faw  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  tranfmitting  fhem 
through  another  channel,  againft  the  company's  confent. 
He  therefore  loaded  his  (hFp,  and  ordered  it  to  Oftend  to 
be  covered.  Being  thus  made  in  appearance  Auftrian  pro- 
perty, it  was  "Enabled  to  land  its  cargo  in  Hindoftan.  The 
changes  made  in  the  charter  on  its  renewal  have  taken  away 
the  temptation  to  fuch  frauds.  But  the  remembrance 
of  them  may  be  ufeful.  And  as  the  recital  of  a  diftreffing 
event  rcfulting  from  an  immoral  pradicc  proves  fomctimes 

5  ^ 
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feleafed  if  taken  by  the  enemy.  It  may 
fee  urged  perhaps  in  behalf  of  this  proceeding, 
that  it  is  confefledly  allowable  to  impofe  on 
An  adverfary ;  that  the  art  of  war  confifts  of 
ftratagems  and  feints ;  that  no  moralift  wa;i 

'  ever  rigid  enough  to  condemn  the  admiral  ot 
the  merchantman  for  hanging  out  falfe  colours; 

'  aad  that  it  is  abfurd  to  maintain  that  it  is 
lawful  to  deceive  an  antagonift  by  fictitious 
flags,  yet  unlawful  to  delude  him  by  fiditious 

an  efFeftual  method  of  deterring  men  from  proceedings  of 
the  fame  nature,  I  am  induced  to  recite,  though  without 
naming  the  parties  concei^ned,  a  clrcumftancjB  which 
lately  took  place.  The  laws,  defigning  to  throw  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  way  of  thofe  who  might  endeavour  thus 
fraudulently  to  fend  goods  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  had  difqua- 
lifted  every  tradefman  who  fold  any  articles  to  a  merchant 
and  knew  that  they  were  to  be  fmuggled  thither,  from  re-» 
covering  the  price  by  a  legal  procefs.  A  London  dealer  fur-. 
ttiflied  a  merchant  with  a  large  quantity  of  goods,  being 
confcipus  that  they  were  to  be  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by 
"means  of  Oftend  papers.  Soon  afterwards,  diftrufting  the 
refponfibility  of  the  purchafer,  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
fae  out  a  commiflion  of  bankruptcy  againft  him  ;  •  and  in 
.  the  capacity  of  petitioning  creditor  took  an  oath  of  the 
reality  of  the  debt.  The  other  party  retorted  his  attack  by 
threatening  to  profecute  him  ifor  perjury.  The  tradefman, 
finding  that  the  law  would  not  recognize  fuch  a  debt,  and 
that  he  fhould  certainly  be  convifted,  fhrunk  from  the  im- 
pending difgrace,  and  fliot  himfelf. 

VOL.  II,  A  a  papers. 
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papers.  This  is  not  the  place  for  examining 
how  far  and  on  what  grounds  it  may  be  jufti- 
fiable  for  open  enemies  to  impofe  on  each 
other.  Nor  is  the  proceeding  under  confi- 
fiideration  to  be  tried  or  vindicated  by  thofe 
rules.  For  here  is  a  third  party  introduced, 
the  inhabitant  of  the  neutral  ftate  in  a  pro- 
found peace  with  both  the  contending  nations ; 

who  deliberately  fufFers  himfelf  to  be  bribed 
by  a  fubjeifi  of  the  one  to  praftife  an  artifice 
on  thofe  of  the  other,  which  no  plea,  but  that 
of  being  himfelf  engaged  in  avowed  hoftilities 
with  the  latter,  could  pofEbly  have  juftified. 
And  if  it  be  thus  criminal  in  the  Auftrian  to 
becoihe  an  accomplice  in  the  plot,  it  is  at  leaft 
as  criminal  in  the  Britifli  merchant  to  tempt 
him  to  accede  to  it,  or  to  avail  himfelf  of 
his  concurrence.  Probably  too,  in  cafe  of 
capture,  an  oath  would  be  neceflary  to  au- 
thenticate what  the  papers  falfely  averred; 
and  there  is  much  danger  that  it  would  not 
be  fcfupled  to  procure  the  releafe  of  the  fhip. 
The  merchant's  criminality  is  increafed  by 
his  being  aware  that  he  is  the  caufe  of 
fuch  a  temptation.  In  all  cafes  whatever, 
when  a  merchant  feeks  to  obtain  profit  by 

means 
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means  leading  to  perjury,  let  him  remember, 
that  he  who  knowingly  betrays  his  agents  or 
affiftants  into  that  crime  is  himfelf  perjured  in 
the  fight  of  God  ;  and  that  the  guilt  of  a  falfe 
oath  is  aggravated  rather  than  avoided  by 
equivocations  and  fubterfuges  {H)^ 

Another  mode  of  gaining  profit,  which 
ought  univerfally  to  be  reprobated,  is  that  of 
cheating  artificial  prices.  There  have  been 
inftances  of  merchants,  when  they  meant  im- 
mediately to  difpofe  of  a  large  quantity  of  a 
particular  article,  buying  in  the  open  market  a 
little  of  the  fame  article  on  very  high  terms ; 
thus  pretending  to  be  purchafers,  when  in  faft 

(ik)  Of  fuch  futil6  atteitipts  to  reconcile  unlawful  gain 
with  principles  of  confcience,  out  fea-ports  afford  numerous 
examples.  The  following  recent  inftance  may  ferve  as  a 
fpecimen  of  them*  A  merchant,  having  imported  a 
quantity  of  Spanifti  wine,  profeffed  to  export  it;  and. 
aj)plied  in  confequence  to  have  the  duty,  which  had  been 
paid  upon  it,  returned.  All  tfie  requifite  formalities  were 
obferved.  The  calks,  on  being  (hipped,  were  gauged  ; 
and  an  oath  was  taken  that  the  wine  contained  in  them 
was  the  fame  which  they  had  brought  from  Spain.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage  the  cafks  became  intolerably  ofifenfive.  On 
opening  them,  a  fmall  tin  cylinder  inclofing  a  little  of  the 
original  wine  was  found  in  each.  The  reft  of  the  con- 
tents was  water. 

A  a  2  they 
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th?y  were  fellers,  and  endeavouring  to  create, 
by  their  condud}:  in  the  former  capacity,  an 
Vnnatpral  and  extravagant  price,  by  which 
they  might  far  overpay  themfelves  in  the  lat- 
ter.    Similar  frauds  may  be  ufed  in  managing 
the  rate  of  exchange  with  foreign  countries,  A 
merchant  for  inftance,  by  purpofely  remitting 
a  fum  on  lofing  terms,  may  caufe  a  variation 
in  the  rate,  of  which  he  ftands  ready  to  avail 
himfelf  by  inftantly  drawing  back  much  larger 
fums.    And  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  there 
may  be  various  other  means  of  reaping  very 
unwarrantable  advantages  by  managing  thd 
price  of  exchange,  and  affedting  by  artful  con- 
trivances the  daily  printed  ftatement  of  rates, 
according  to  which  accounts  with  foreign  cor- 
Tefpondieiits  ;w:e  to  be  fettled. 

As  merchants  are  the  perfons  into  whofe 
hands  (//)  Ipans  and  public  contradis  naturally 
fallj  it  is  peculiarly  i»tuinbent  on  them  to  re- 
coiled the  obligation  under  which  they  lie  in 

(//)  ««  In  England,  the  feat  of  Government  being  in 
*^  the  grcateft  mercantile  city  in  the  world,  the  mer- 
**  chants  are  generally  the  people  who  advance  money 
«*  to  Government."  Smith  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,, 
ToL  iii.  p.  415*  . 

point 
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point  of  confcience  to  trade  with  Government 
on  the  fame  principled  as  they  trade  with  an 
individual ;  to  obferve  the  fame  rules  of  pro- 
bity, ingenuoufnefs,  and  fair-dealing  j  to  be 
equally  contented  with  moderate  profits,  and 
equally  to  abhor  taking  unfair  advantages, 
or  entering  into  monopolizing  leagues  and 
combinations,  in  the  one  cafe  as  in  the  other. 
Let  them  never  fufFer  a  public  officer  to  hold  a 
fecret  fhare  in  their  contracts,  that  they  may 
avail  themfelves  of  his  influence  in  obtaining 
them  on  advantageous  terms.  Let  them  not 
forget  that  every  penny  which  they  receive 
from  Government  muft  be  raifed  in  taxes  from 
their  fellow-citizens ;  and  confequently  that 
every  penny  which  they  gain  in  thefe  tranf- 
adions  by  unfairnefs  or  extortion,  is  in  other 
words  gained  by  public  robbery.  There  are 
few  cafes  perhaps  in  which  the  rules  of  equity 
are  fo  frequently  violated  as  in  public  con- 
trads;  and  few,  if  any,  in  which  underhand 
combinations  are  carried  to  fo  fcandalous  a 
length  {771712).  There  is  reafon  to  conclude  that 

It 

{mm)  The  fyftem  of  competition  for  public  loans,  which 
has  of  late  been  very  properly  introduced,  is  liable  to 

A  a  3  .  various 
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It  is  not  uncommon  for  a  few  merchants,  who 
deal  in  the  particular  article  for  which  Govern-* 
tnent  offers  a  contra<3:  by  auftion  to  fuch  an 
extent  as  to  be  able  to  deprefs  their  competi- 
tors, privately  to  agree  to  fliare  the  bargain 
among  them  j  and  to  fettle  certain  terms  dif^ 
advantageous  to  the  public,  beyond  whicl^ 
they  are  not  to  bid.  This  fraud  is  repeated  as 
often  as  a  new  contradt  is  propofed.  Govern- 
ment in  the  mean  time  is  lulled  into  unfuf- 
pedling  confidence,  and  conceives  itfelf  to  be 
reaping  the  benefit  of  a  fale  by  audion  ;  as 
the  confederates  are  artful  enough  to  fix  fomcr 
times  on  one  of  their  number,  and  fometimes 
on  another,  to  appear  to  be  the  fuccefsful 
bidder.  If  fome  interloping  competitor  bids 
largely  againft  them  (»»),  they  will   not  he- 

fitatc 

various  frauds  of  this  kind,  which  all  the  parties  concerned 
|n  the  loan  ought  aftively  to  difcountenance.  Thus  it  is 
not  only  the  duty  of  the  principal  bidders  to  abftain  from 
all  private  confederations  j  but  it  is  likewife  the  duty  of  alj 
individuals  who  wifh  tp  partake  of  the  loan  to  ufe  no  fecret 
|neans  to  prevent  or  check  cpihpctition. 

(nn)  This  proceeding  is  often  managed  in  the  follow^ 
ing  manner.     On  the  morning  when  the  fealed  propofals 
are  to  be  delivered  in  at  the  public  office,  one  of  the  con- 
federates delivers  in  his  and  retires.     If  an  intruder  after- 
ward^ 
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frtate  to  take  that  particular  contract  on  very 
low  or  even  on  lofing  terms,  in  order  to  dif- 
courage  him  from  further  attempts.  And  if, 
by  pertinacioufly  oppofing  them  time  after 
time,  he  fhould  interfere  materially  with  their 
profits,  and  endanger  the  difcovery  of  their 
fecret ;  they  will  buy  off  his  troublefome  re- 
fiftancc  by  admitting  him  as  a  partner  into 

their  alTociation.  \ 

We  may  conclude  thefe  obfervations  with 
remarking,  that  as  the  promoting  of  any  laud- 
able defign  is  in  an  efpecial  manner  required 
of  thofe  who  have  extraordinary  opportunities 
of  forwarding  it ;  the  corredion  of  the  pro- 
fanenefs  and  profligacy  of  our  failors  ought  to 
lie  near  the  hearts  of  merchants.  By  attention, 
as  far  as  it  is  pradticable,  to  the  religious  and 

wards  prefents  an  offer,  another  of  the  fraternity,  who  is 
on  the  watch  for  the  purpofe,  delivers  in  a  fecond  f^t  of 
propofals  (for  he  is  prepared  with  feveral  fets  in  his  pocket 
on  various  terms),  more  advantageous  to  the  public  than 
thofe  firft  given  in  by  his  comrade.  This  ftep  is  repeated 
as  often  as  it  appears  neceffar'y,  until  it  is  morally  certain 
that  they  have  under-bid  their  rivals.  In  other  collateral 
contrivances  which  might  be  named,  peculiar  adroitnefs 
is  exhibited. 

A  a  4  moral 
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moral  charai^erof  the  captains  and  ofiBcersem^ 
ployed  in  their  veflels,  by  a  regular  diftribution 
of  proper  books  among  the  crews,  and  by  the 
appointment  of  liberal  premiums  for  virtuoua 
behaviour,  it  feems  probable  that  much  goo<) 
might  gradually  be  cffedted. 

The  introduaioniikewife  of  civilization  and 
the  diffufion  of  true  religion  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  remote  and  barbarous  countries,  arc 
objefts  vrhich  ought  to  be  peculiarly  regarded 
by  a  clafs  of  men,  who  above  every  other  de- 
fcription  of  traders  pofTefs  the  n^eans  of  accom-» 
pHflung  them. 

III.  The  clafs  of  traders  of  whom  we  are 
to  treat  in  the  next  place,  confifts  of  thofe  who 
are  employed  ip  executing  orders  on  behalf  of 
others.  From  the  nature  of  their  occupation 
the  term  agent  is  charafteriftic  of  them  all  j 
but  in  fome  branches  of  bufinels  it  is  cuftora- 
ary  to  denominate  them  fat^ors,  and  in  fome 
they  are  ftyled  brokers. 

The  predominant  duty  of  an  agent  is  ta 
4ifcharge  with  integrity,  diligence,  and  punc- 
tuality. 
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tuality,  and  with  a  marked  attention  to  the 
interefts  of  his  employer,  the  commiffion  with 
which  he  is  intruded-  The  rule  by  which  he 
ought  to  try  his  conduct  towards  his  princi- 
pals, is  by  confidering  in  each  particular  in- 
ftancc,  whether  he  has  adled  in  fuch  a  manner 

4 

as  he  might  reafonably  have  expelled  an  agent 
of  his  own  to  have  adted  for  him  in  a  fimilar 
bufinefs.  The  duty  and  the  rule  are  fo  ob- 
vious, that  it  is  needlefs  to  dwell  upon  either 
pf  them.  But  it  may  be  right  to  mention  by 
way  of  example  a  few  cafes  in  which  the  agent 
is  too  frequently  led  to  violate  both  the  one 
and  the  other. 

Of  all  the  breaches  of  duty  of  which  an 
agent  can  be  guilty,  'there  is  perhaps  not  one 
fo  fcandalous  and  flagrant  as  that  to  which  I 
have  had  occafion  to  allude  when.fpeaking  of 
merchants.  I  mean  the  being  bribed  by  the 
expectation  of  fome  private  or  diftant  advan- 
tage to  himfelf  (for  an  aftual  bribe  is  rarely 
the  mode  adopted)  to  connive  at  impofitions  ' 
on  his  employer.  It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to 
fciy,  that  the  agent  ought  not  only  to  with- 
ftand  palpable  temptations,  but  alfo  to  be  on 

his 


•S-- 
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his  guard  againft  being  blinded  and  miflcd  by 
fpecious  and  indirtcl  attempts  to  corrupt  him. 
Cionfcience  fhould  not  only  be  fcrupulous,  but 
quick- figh  ted. 

Many  of  the  reprehenfible  practices  in  which 
fome  agents  indulge  themfelves,  though  ap- 
pearing in  different  fhapes  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  may  be  traced  to  one  fource; 
namely,  the  cuftom  of  taking  unayowed  and 
unauthorifed  profits,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
and  fettled  price  allowed  for  tranfadling  the 
bufinefs,  and  generally  called  the  commiflion. 

Men  more  ingenious  than  honefl  devife 
various  methods  of  gaining  thefe  unlawful 
SKivantages.  An  agent,  for  inflance,  of  that 
defcription  is  dire<Sed  by  a  diflant  correfpond- 
ent  to  receive  and  to  convey  tq  him  a  fum  of 
money  owing  to  him  from  a  third  perfon. 
He  gets  the  money  into  his  hands  with  all 
imaginable  fpeed,  and  fo  far  pundtually  dif- 
charges  bis  duty ;  but  he  is  flow  in  communi- 
cating to  his  employer  the  receipt  of  the  debt, 
and  perhaps  even  intimates  to  him  indiredlly 
that  the  demand  is  yet  unfatisfied,  while  he  is 
putting  the  money  put  to  intereft,  or  ufing  it 

in 
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in  fome  other  way,  for  his  own  benefit.  An- 
other is  employed  to  fell  a  cargo  of  goods  in 
London  for  a  foreign  merchant,  who  being 
defirous  to  feciire  himfelf  againft  the  rilk  of 
bad  debts,  agrees  to  allow  him  a  per  centage 
on  condition  of  being  infured  againft  all  fuch 
lories.  This  mode  of  proceeding  has  the  tech- 
nical appellation  of  del  credere.  The  agent 
however,  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  occafionally 
charges  the  del  credere  at  a  higher  rate  than  is 
juftifiable  in  point  of  confcience,  when  it  is 
confidered  how  extremely  fecure  thofe  perfons 
are  to  whom  only,  knowing  the  rilk  to  be  his 
own,  he  will  fell  the  goods  of  his  principal. 
And  this  rate,  even  though  cuftomary,  is  per- 
Iraps  upheld  by  a  degree  of  combination.  There 
is  another  practice  refpe£ling  del  credere  which 
is  faid  by  competent  judges  to  be  ftill  more 
common.  An  agent,  of  a  merchant  felling 
pn  commiffion,  difpofes  of  his  correfpondent's 
goods  to  a  purchafer  at  a  price  which  is  cal- 
culated on  the  fuppofition  of  fix  or  nine 
pionths  credit  being  given.  The  latter  how- 
ever pays  ready  money,  receiving  in  return  4 
difcount  after  the  rate  of  5I.  per  cent,  per 
^nnum  intereft  fpr  the  time.    Here  the  agent 

runs 
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runs  no  rilk.  But  in  oi^cr  to  enable  himfelf 
to  charge  del  credere  for  a  hazard  which  he 
never  incurred,  in  making  up  his  accounts  he 
ftates  the  purchafe  money  as  not  paid  until  the 
expiration  of  the  time  of  credit.  The  follow- 
ing artifice  is  alfo  known  to  have  taken,  place. 
An  agent,  who  is  ordered  by  a  foreign  trader 
to  purchafe  and  tranfmit  to  him  a  quantify  of 
Englifli  goods,  propofes,  on  the  plea  of  fimpli* 
fying  accounts,  and  faving  trouble,  that  inflead 
of  putting  down  in  his  bill  every  petty  charge 
made  at  the  cuftom-hoyfe  for  each  individual 
article,  he  fhould  lay  fuch  a  per  centagc  on  the 
\yhoie  fum  expended  as  would  amount  to  an 
equivalent.  The  merchant,  unfufpicious  of 
deceit,  confents  ;  and  is  accordingly  charged 
ten  pounds  for  difburfements  which  do  not 
coft  his  agent  above  that  number  of  (hillings. 
Another  fraud,  much  more  confiderable  ia 
itfelf,  and  much  more  generally  prevalent,  is 
pradtifed  on  the  foreign  merchant.  The  agent, 
in  confequence  of  paying  ready  money  to  the 

Englifh  tradefmen  for  the  manufactures  which 
he  buys  of  them  on  behalf  of  the  foreigner, 
receives  back  from  them  a  deduftion  of  2I.  or 
2 1,  xos.  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  their  re- 

fpeiiive 
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ipedlive  bills ;  but  he  makes  out  his  accounts 
to  his  employer  without  giving  him  any  hint 
of  the  money  returned.  Perhaps  he  alleges  in 
cxcufe,  that  the  regular  commiffion  is  too  Ibw^ 

and  that  the  additional  profit  may  fairly  be 
taken  in  ord^r  that-  he  may  receive  on  the 
whole  an  adequate  compenfation  for  his  trou- 
ble.    But  in  the  firft  place^  the  aflertion  that 
the  commiffion  is  too  low  is  not  yet  proved  j 
and  in  the  next  place,  if  it  were  proved,  not  a 
ftep  would  be  gained  towards  a  vindication  of 
the  pradice  in  queftion.    For  however  reafon- 
ably  the  agent  might  in  that  cafe  apply  to  his 
principal  for  an  increafe  in  the  rate  of  com- 
miffion, in  no  cafe  can  he  juftify  himfelf  for 
wilfully   concealing  the  fum  which  Was  re- 
turned to  him,  and  charging  the  whole  ap- 
parent amount  of  the  bills  as  adually  pard. 
What  would   the  agent  think  of  his  houfe- 
keeper,  if  fhe  were  to  fet  down  the  articles  in 
her  weekly  accounts  as  having  coft  more  than 
fhe  had  really  paid  for  them;  and,  on  being 
detefted,  were  boldly  to  vindicate  herfelf  on 
the  plea  that  her  wages  were  too  fmall  ?  Loudly 
as  he  would  exclaim  againft  her  knavery}  if 
lie  were  not  in  the  trammels  of  habit  and  pre-' 

judice. 


^66        ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS 

I 

judice,  he  would  difcern  his  own  condud):  td 
be  at  leaft  equally  fraudulent.  That  his  bre- 
thren in  trade  very  frequently  pra<9:ife  a  fimi- 
lar  deceit  on  their  employers  is  no  apology. 
The  frequency  of  deceit  does  not  take  away 
the  guilt  of  it.  It  is  unneceffary  to  repeat  the 
obfervations  which  have  already  been  made  in 
the  introdudory  part  of  this  chapter  on  the 
duty  of  breaking  and  withftanding  reprehenfi-" 
ble  cuftoms  of  trade,  however  widely  they 
may  prevail,  and  with  whatever  profit  they 
may  be  attended.  There  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  foreign  merchant  is  very  fel- 
dom  aware  of  the  additional  charge  which  is 
thus  made  upon  him. 

The  cuftom  of  taking  profits  in  the  com- 
miffion  bufinefs,  which  are  not  dated  in  ac- 
count to  the  principal,  and  would  appear  un- 
juftifiable  if  the  condu<a  of  the  agent  were 
fully  laid  open  to  him,  is  not  only  contrary 
to  the  ftridt  rules  of  commercial  integrity  and 
fair  dealing; "but  even  in  cafes  where  it  is  free 
from  actual  deceit,  it  opens  a  door  and  fur- 
niflies  precedents  for  a  variety  of  little  frauds, 
which  are  but  too  apt  to  infmuate  themfelves 
15  into 
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into  trading  tranfaftions,  and  involve  them-in 
general  difcredit  and  fufpicion.  The  import- 
ance of  clearing  the  mercantile  chciradej:  from 
this  fpecies  of  difrepute,  makes  it  very  defir-. 
able  that  the  reader  fhould  be  impreffed  with 
the  criminality  of  the  pra<9:ices  from  which 
fuch  imputations  have  arifen.  The  agent 
therefore  fhould  introduce  all  poffible  opennefs 
into  his  tranfadlions.  The  bad  efFe£ts  which 
a  fyftem  of  concealment  tends  to  produce  on 
the  morals  of  his  clerks,  through  the  influence 
of  his  example  at  leaft,  if  not  of  his  pofitive 
diredtions,  are  neither  to  be  forgotten  nor  to  be 
difregarded.^  To  abandon  fecret  and  unautho- 
rifed  advantages  is  alfo  no  improbable  method 
©f  ultimately  promoting  his  emolument,  by 
proving  him  to  be  a  man  in  whom  confidence 
may  fafely  be  repofed. 

The  duty  of  brokers,  particularly  of  thofe 
employed  in  felling  goods,  would  afford  a 
large  field  for  remarks.  The  abufes  arid  errors 
in  conduifl  prevailing  among  them  are  faid  to 
be  extremely  great ;  infomuch  that  to  no  clafs 
of  men  in  the  mercantile  world  may  ferious 
admonitions  and  remonflrances  be  more  fitly 

addreffed. 
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addrefled.  Inftead  of  fcrupulous  impartiality 
between  buyer  and  feller  according  to  their 
bounden  duty  and,  ufually,  their  oath  ;  the 
moft  artful  partiality  and  collufion  are  often 
found  to  take  place,  and  the  moft  ftudied 
falfehood  and  mifreprefentations  to  fuperfede 
opennefs  and  truth. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  confidering  the  im- 
proper conduct  of  agents  in  tranfadling  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  bufinefs  which  in  themfelves 
are  in  every  refpeft  lawful.     It  remains  to  fay 
a  few  words  on  the  guilt  of  taking  a  part  in 
tranfaftions  which  are  intrinfically  criminal^ 
either  becaufe  they  violate  the  principles  of  na- 
tural juftice  and  morality,  or  becaufe  they  are 
contrary  to*  human  laws.      This  cenfure  at- 
taches on  every  agent  who  fuffers  himlelf  to 
be  employed  in  the  purchafe  or  difpofal  of 
flaves  whom  he  knows,  or  might  know,  to  be 
unjuftly  reduced  into  bondage  j  who  a(2s  as 
broker  or  faftor  in  buying  or  felling  goods 
which  he  knows  or  believes  to  be  ftolen,  fmug- 
gled,  or  contraband ;   in  freighting  a  fhip  with 
goods  to  a  port  into  which  he  is  well  aflured 
that  they  are  meant  to  be  illegally  introduced ; 

in 
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in  knowingly  procuring  veflels  or  conducting 
infurances  for  fmugglers,  to  whatever  country 
they  belong,  or  into  whatever  country  they 
purpofe  to  convey  their  commodities ;  or 
in  buying  or  felling  large  fums  in  the  public 

funds  for  a  perfon  adtually  engaged  in  a 
political  negotiation.  It  ought  here  to  be  diC- 
tiniftly  ftated,  that  there  are  in  the  metropolis 
many  fadlors  highly  diftinguiftied  for  their 
integrity  in  declining  improper  commiffions. 
Thefe  are  the  men  whom  their  brethren  ought 
to  imitate.  And  their  example  fliould  be  fol- 
lowed not  in  fome  particuUr  cafes  only,  but 
uniformly  and  on  a  confiftent  principle;  not 
from  a  reference  to  reputation  and  honour ^  but 
from  confcience.  In  fome  of  the  inftances  re- 
cently mentioned,  and  in  others  which  might 
b?  fubjoined,  the  agent  may  find  himfelf  fo 
uncertain  with  refpeft:  to  the  conduct  and 
views  of  the  party  who  wiflies  to  employ  him, 
as  to  be  confiderably  perplexed  whether  he 
ought  or  ought  not  to  undertake  the  bufinefe 
propofed  to  him.  No  general  rule  can  be  given 
for  the  removal  of  his  difficulties.  In  every 
other  line  of  life  a  confcientious  man  will  oc- 
c^ionally  find  himfelf  cmbarrafTed  by  doubts 
VOL.  II.  B  b  of 
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of  a  fimilar  nature;  and  in  each  inftance  lie 
muft  decide  upon  them  by  a  careful  review 
and  an  impartiafl  eftimation  of  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  particular  cafe.  In 
the  fame  manner  the  agent  muft  form  his 
judgement.  But  while  he  avoids  on  the  one 
hand  thofe  unneccflarv  doubts,  which  would 
at  the  fame  time  obftrudt  the  courfe  of  lawful 
trade,  and  injure  himfelf  and  his  family  by 
intercepting  his  fair  emoluments;  let  him  not, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  feduced  by  felf-intereft 
to  caft  off  his  fcruples  under  the  vain  pretence 
that  hiS'  refuCal  will  not  pre\'ent  the  bufinefs 
from  being  tranfadted,  as  numbers  ftand  ready 
to  undertake  it.  On  that  principle  he  might 
repair  to  the  highway  and  rob  a  traveller,  whom 
he  thought  tolerably  certain  of  being  plundered 
before  he  would  reach  the  end  of  his  journey. 
The  man  who  knowingly  lends  or  hires  him- 
felf to  be  a  fubordinate  inftrument  in  executing 
a  piece  of  villainy,  is  not  only  grofsly  culpa- 
ble, but  frequently  r.s  culj^able  as  the  original 
.  contriver.  In  doubtful  cafes  let  the  agent  ap- 
ply to  himfelf  the  fpirit  of  that  rule  which  St, 
Paul  gave  to  the  Chriftian  converts  who  he- 
litated  as  to  the  lawful pefs  of  eating  meats 

which 
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which  had  been  offered  to  Idols.  **  He  that 
*^  doubteth,  i^  condemned,  if  he  eat ;  becaufe 
"  he  eateth  not  of  faith."  Or  rather  let  him 
attend  to  the  apoftle's  fubfequent  declaration, 
on  which  the  foregoing  decidon  is  profefledly 
grounded ;  and  which  literally  applies  to  every 
doubtful  cafe  in  the  whole  circle  of  human 
aftions.  "  Whatfoever  is  not  of  faith,"  (what- 
foever  any  man  does  without  beir^g  confident 
at  the  time  that  it  is  lawful,)  **  is  fin  (e?o)." 

# 

Stock-brokers  who  from    having  recently  ^ 
begun  to  a£t,  or  from  other  caules,  have  not 
acquired  much  bufinefs,  fometimes  endeavour 
to  avoid   the  difgrace  of  being  unemployed, 

and  to  bring  themfelves  into  notice,  by  arti- 
ficial   manoeuvres    calculated    to    give  them 

the  appearance  of  having  extenfive  dealings. 
They  will  feem  very  bufy,  for  example,  in 

purchafing  large  quantities  of  ftock,  which  in 
fadt  they  purchafe  on  their  own  account^ 
though  not  avowedly  fo ;  and  fell  them  again. 
on  the  fame  day  and  at  the  fame  price.  From 
all  fuch  pradices  an   honeft  man  will  keep 

{00)  Romans,  xiv.  23. 

Bb2  himfelf 
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himfelf  free.  The  intention  of  thofe  who  re- 
fort  to  them  is  to  reprefent  themfel ves  as  much 
more  trufted  than  they  really  are ;  and  thus  to 
gain  by  premeditatefd  deceit  a  degree  of  credit 
and  reputation  to  which  they  are  not  entitled. 

Every  ftock-broker  too,  it  may  be  added, 
ought  fcrupuloufly  to  refrain  from  managing 
illegal  tranfadlions  on  account  of  his  employ- 
ers, and  from  unlawful  or  rafh  fpeculations 

on  his  own  (//). 

la 

{pp)  The  aftual  bufinefs  of  ftock-brokers  confifts  of  two 
parts :  they  are  employed  to  make  bargains  for  ready  mo- 
ney; and  bargains  for  a  diftant  time.  The  latter  are  ille- 
gal; they  furnifti  however,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  per- 
haps one  half  of  the  bufinefs  tranfafted.  They  are  made 
on  unmixed  fpeculation ;  that  is  to  fay,  not  only  -a  hazard 
is  incurred,  but  it  is  incurred  without  any  capital  being 
engaged.  A  perfon  buys,  for  inftance,  through  his  broker, 
1 0,000 1.  three  per  cent,  flock  on  the  firft  of  November  at 
73 1.  per  cent,  yir  the  qtmrterly  fettling  day ;  on  November 
I  oth  he  fells  the  fame  fum  for  the  fame  future  day  at  74I.; 
and  thus  continues  buying  or  felling  every  day,  as  his  ideas 
of  war  and  peace  and  of  other  circumftances  vary,  till  the 
fettling  day  comes,  taking  care  by  that  day  to  have  bought 
juft  as  mUch  as  he  has  fold.  He  has  then  to  receive  or  pay 
only  what  are  termed  his  differences.  The  flock-broker's 
cuftom  is  never  to  tell  the  name  of  his  emplover  in  thefe 
bargains.  If  the  fpeculator  cannot  pay  his  differences,  it 
is  cuftomary  for  the  broker  to  pay  them  for  him.     If  botli 

fpeculator 
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In  the  line  of  agency,  as  in  all  other  branches 
of  trade,  there  is  ample  fcope  for  fair  compe- 
tition. And  it  is  laudable  conduct  in  an  agent 
to  reduce  his  rates  of  commiflion  on  different 
tranfadtions  to  the  moft  moderate  terms  which 
he  can  permanently  afford,  whatever  may  be 
the  clamour  excited  by  his  brethren. 

Direftors  of  public  companies,  whether  in- 
corporated by  charter,  as  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany and  Bank  of  England ;  by  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment, as  the  recently  eftablifhed  Sierra  Leone 
Company  [qq)  j  or  upheld  by  mere  voluntary 

union, 

fpeculator  and  broker  fail,  then  the  name  of  the  former 
fometimes  becomes  known. 

Moft  ftock-brokers  are  alfp  jobbers  •,  that  is  to  fay,  they 
have  a  capital  in  the  funds,  which  they  retail  to  purchafers 
as  opportunities  offer,  and  conftantly  watch  the  turn  of 
the  market  that  they  may  re-inveft  the  money  to  advantage. 
This  branch  of  bufinefs  is  manifeftly  attended  with  many 
temptations.  They  alfo  fometimes  fpeculate  in  bargains 
for  time  oh  their  bwn  account. 

{qq)  I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  which  the  incidental 
mention  of  this  company  affords  me,  of  noticing  that  pe- 
culiarity in  its  avowed  objeft,  which  renders  good  men^ 
whether  concerned  in  the  undertaking  or  not,  anxious  for 
its  fuccefs.     It  is  eftablifhed  not  with  a  mere  view  to.mer- 

B  b  3  •  cantile 
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union,  as  fome  of  the  focieties  for  infurance 
againft  fire;  are  in  fa£l  agents  for  others  in 
the  way  of  trade :  and  are  therefore  bound  in 
confcience  to  the  performance  of  thofe  duties, 
which  have  been  already  mentioned   as  in- 
cumbent on  agents  in  every  line  of  huHnefs. 
Thus  they  are  bound  to  manage  the  afiairs  of 
the  company,  not  only  with  integrity,  pru- 
dence, and  alliduity;  but  like  wife  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  tranflfting  bufinefs  on  [rr]  the  lowed, 
terms  which  will  permanently  fecure  to  the 
company  an  adequate  profit.     In  leveral  iur 
fiances  the  peculiarity  of  their  fituation  adds 
peculiar  force  to  fome  of  thefe  general  duties, 
and  gives  them  a  particular  diredkipn.     Thus 
a  readinefs  to  lay  afide  abfiird  and  antiquated 
forms;  to  change  inconvenient  hpurs  of  at- 

cantile  profit ;  but  for  the  purpofe  of  eradicating  the  dc^ 
teftable  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies,  hj  leading  the  inha- 
bitants of  A&ica  to  an  innocent >  a  bloodlefs^  and  a  truly 
beneficial  commerce ;  and  of  introducing  and  diffiifing 
among  them  the  bleffings  of  civilization,  of  knowledge, 
and  of  chriftianity. 

(rr)  The  new  fire-offices  in  London,  even  without  the 
advantage  of  charters,  have  obliged  the  old  offices  to  re- 
duce their  terms. 

tendance. 
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tendance,    and   to   confult  in  every  refpe(5t 
the  {ss)    accommodation    of  all  parties  con- 
cerned ;   opennefs  of  proceedings,  publicity 
and  readinqfe  m  ftating  every  kind  of  expen- 
diture;  and  a  difpofition  to  give  to  the  pro- 
prietors at  large  every  proper  degree  of  infight 
into  the  ftate  of  the  company's  affairs,  ought 
to  charaiflerife  the  .coxidudt  of  directors.     The 
whole  fum  which  has  been  a.ccumulated  in  the 
way  of  profit  and  added  to  the  -capital  fliould 
be  made  knowJi  to  ,the  body  of  proprietors ; 
and  it  feems  right  that  the  accumulation  fliould 
b^  annually  known  alfo.    Thefe  circumftances 
ftiould  be  ftated  in  order  that  the  proprietors 
n?iay  be  able  to  judge  what  is  the  fair  valuation 
of  their  flock;  and  that  undue  ^idvantages  de- 
rived from  partial  fuperiority  of  information 
may  be  prevented,     Direilors  fliould  not  be 
pj^ffed  up  with  arrogant  ideas  of  the  dignity  of 
the  company;  nor  be  led,  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  capital  fubmitted  to -their  management, 
to  negle£l  ceconomy  in  fmall  matters.     Still 
lefs  fhould  they  confider  themfelves  at  liberty 

{ss)  The  chartered  banks  of  Scotland  have  great  merit 
in  thefe  refpeds,  being  conduced  exaftly  like  private 
banks. 

B  b  4  to 


ENOAOEIXIN  TRADE  AND:  BU«N1»S.'  577 

which  he  id  a^ppGinted  to  f uperintend.  If  the 
proprietors  difpenfe  with  that  pledge  for  bis 
good  condudl,  fuch  a  proof  of  their  confidence 
aggravates*  his  fault,  if  he  neglects  the  duties 
of  his  poft.  And  at  all  times  let  hinnt  guard 
againft  thofe  temptations  to  negligence  and 
mifcondud:  which  particularly  attach  on  men 
in  his  fituation,  in  confequence  of  the  indivi- 
dual diredlor's  being  hidden  in  the  public 
body,  and  therefore  feeling  little  perfonal  re- 
fpo^fibility. 

As  a  feat  in  the  diredion  is  a  perfonal  truft, 
each  diredtor  fhould  regard  himfelf  as  bound  to 
give,  except  under  extraordinary  circumftances, 
his  proportional  (hare  of  perfonal  trouble  and 
attendance.  And  let  him  not  through  pride 
feek  to  retain  his  ftation,  if  he  finds  himfelf 
permanently  incapable  of  difcharging  the  du- 
ties of  it  with  punftuality. 

IV.  Manufadturers  form  the   laft  clafs  of 
traders  of  which  it  was  propofed  to  treat. 

The  following  remarks  will  be  comprifed 
within  a  narrower  compafs  than  that  which 

they 
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they  might  olherwife  have  occupied  not  only 
in  confequence  of  the  general  obfervations  con- 
tained in  the  introdudory  part  of  this  chap- 
ter; butlikewife  from  the  facility  with  which 
many  of  the  particular  reflections  already  made 
under  the  three  preceding  heads  may  be  tranC- 
ferred  to  the  duties  of  manufadurers.     Many 
of  the  remarks  on  the  eftablilhment  and  main- 
tenance of  credit ;  on  the  duty  of  avoiding 
needlefs  rilks,  of  keeping  accurate  books,  and 
of  fhewing  liberality  to  unfortunate,  but  de-» 
ferving,  debtors;  oyp  the  impropriety  of  increaf* 
ing  loans  already  too  large,  of  employing  truft- 
money  in  trade,  and  of  helping  unfafe  bills 
into  circulation ;    on  the  rate  of  profit  to  be 
purfued,    and    on   the   objedlions    fometimes 
urged  againft  reducing  it;  on  the  criminality 
of  being  concerned  dire£lly  or  indired:ly  in 
fmuggling  tranfadions  ;   and  on  feveral  other 
topics,  are  not  lefs  applicable  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  manufadlurer  than  to  banking  and 
mercantile  concerns.     Some  obfervations  un- 
der the  head  of  agents,  refpcding  the  line  of 
conduct  proper  to  be  purfued  by  thofe  who 
have  the  offer  of  being  employed  in  purchaf- 
xDg  articles  which  they  think  arc  meant  to  be 

turned 
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turned  to  fmuggling  adventures  at  home  or 
abroad,  may  contribute  to  point  out  the  courfe 
which  the  manufadlurer  ought  to  take,  if  he 
ftiould  conceive  that  the  goods  which  he  is 
defired  to  furniih  are  deflined  for  a  fimilar 
purpofe. 

Fair  and  liberal  competition  is  the  principle 
on  which  trade  of  every  kind  ought  to  be  con- 
duflted.     In  no  branch  of  trade  are  the  bene- 
ficial effe^Ss  of  that  principle  mxDre  capable  of 
being  rendered  confpicuous  than  in  manufac- 
tures, and  by  no  defcription  of  men  have  they 
been  more  jclearly  exemplified  than   by  the- 
manufa<5lurers  of  Great  Britain.     The  afto- 
nifliing  improvements  which  our  various  ma- 
nufadlures  have  received,  and  the  undifputcd 
pre-eminence    to  which   they    have  attained 
(circumftances  to  which  this  country  is  mate- 
rially indebted  under  Providence  for  much  of 
its  domeftic  profperity,  and  for  the  high  rank 
which  it  holds  in  the  fcale  of  nations)  are  to  be. 
afcribed  to  the  exertions  [uu)  of  individuals 

ftimulated 

{uu)  "While  we  beftow  on  the  private  manufaflurcrs  the 
piaife  which  they  have  fo  well  deferved,  we  muft  riot  forget 

how 
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ftimulated  by  the  fpirit  of  competition.  The 
objeO:  of  each  manufa£turer  has  been  to  un- 
derfell  his  neighbour,  or  to  make  the  article 
better  for  the  fame  price.  Where  fome  exift- 
ing  law,  or,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  porter 
brewery  in  London,  the  cuftom  of  trade,  fixes 
the  price,  the  latter  method  alone  of  competing 
is  pradiicable.  But  the  former  mode  is  the 
more  common;  and  it  not  unfrequently  hap* 

how  much  they  owe  to  the  freedom  of  the  Conftitution, 
to  the  equitabfe  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  this  country, 
and  to  the  wifdom  which,  when  all  circumftances  are  im- 
partidly  confidered,muft  be  allowed  to  pervade  the  general 
fyftem  of  taxation.  (See  Smith  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
5th  ed.  vol.  iii.  p.  382,  &c. — and  p.  432,  &c.)  From  the 
paft  hiftory,  and  from  the  exifting  fituation  of  other  coun- 
tries, we  may  learn  to  how  low  an  ebb  a  defpotic  govern- 
ment, burthenfome  laws,  partial  judges,  and  impolitic 
taxes,  may  deprefs  manufadlures,  even  where  nature 
feems  to  have  defigned  that  they  fliould  flourifti  to  the 
greateft  extent.  .  The  prefent  ftate  of  Spain  is  an  obvious 
and  ftfiking  example.  From  Mr.  Townfend's  Travels 
through  tliat  kingdom,  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  point 
out  the  baneful  efFefts  of  royal  manufaftures  and  mono- 
polies; and  in  various  parts  of  the  fame  work  proofs  occur 
of  the  mifchiefs  refulting  from  the  other  particulars  now 
enumerated.  .  See  among  other  places,  vol.  ii.  p.  226,  &c. 
240.  419,  &c.  vol.  iii.  p.  21.  See  alfo  Smith  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  iii.  p.  381,  382. 

penSj 
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pens,  that  the  very  circumftance  which  en- 
ables^the  manufadurer  to  reduce  his  terms, 
effeirtially  contributes  to  the  melioration  of  the 
fabric.     For  though  an  a£tive  and  intelligent 

trader  may  in  fome  inftances  be  enabled  to 
•lower  the  price  of  his  goods  by  procuring  his 
raw  materials  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  his  coni- 
petitors  obtain  them,  or  perhaps  by  obtaining 
materials  unknown  to  others;  yet  the  advan- 
tages derived    from  thofe  fources  cannot  be 
lafting.      The  opportunities  of  making  fuch 
beneficial  or  fecret  purchafes  are  not  likely  to 
occur  often;  and,  if  they  occur  often,  will  not 
be  long  undifcerned  or  negle£ted  by  his  rivals. 
If  it  be  fuperior  fkill  in  working  up  the  fame 
materials  which  puts  it  in  the  power  of  one 
-manufadlurer  to  underfell  another,  that  cir- 
cumftance will  commonly  give  fuperior  excel- 
lence to  his  goods.     But  the  moft  extenfive 
and  moft  confiderable  improvements  in  manu- 
factures arife  from  the  introdudlion  of  ma- 

w 

chiriery  to  fhoftcn  labour.  And  the  new  ma- 
chines, whether  applied  to  the  fpinning  and 
twifting  of  thread,  to  the  weaving  of  cloth,  to 
the  bruifing  and  compounding  of  fubftances 
for  dyeing,  or  to  the  other  multifarious  opera- 
tions 
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tions  and  procefles  to  which  inventive  inge- 
nuity has  adapted  them,  are  often  found  not 
only  to  perform  the  work  cheaper,  but  much 
better  than  it  was  done  before.  Similar  con- 
fequences  attend  the  improvement,  or  the 
more  judicious  ufe,  of  machinery  already 
known, 

Objeftions  of  a  moral  nature  are  fometimes 
urged  againft  the  introdudtion  of  machines  by 
which  human  labour  is  confiderably  fhortened. 
Great  numbers  of  men  and  women,  it  is  faid, 

are  thus  thrown  out  of  employment :  they  are 
difmiffed  almoft  without  any  warning,  o^"  at 
leaft  without  a  warning  fufficient  to  afford  fuch 
of  them,  as  are  qualified  to  undertake  another 
occupation,  an  opportunity  of  providing  one. 
But  moft  of  them,  it  is  added,  even  if  they 
had  much  longer  notice,  would  be  unable  to 
avail  themfelves  of  that  refource ;  from  their 
fex,  their  age,  or  their  habits  of  life,  they  are  in- 
capable of  commencing  a  newline  of  bufmefs; 
and  even  if  they  are  capable,  'other trades  are 
full,  and  will  nox  receive  them.  Thus  multi- 
tudes of  honeft  and  induftrious  po©r  are  de- 
prived of  th«  poffibility  of  procuring  a  liveli- 
hood 


ENOAGfiD  IN  TRADE  AND  BUSINESS.    jBj 

V 

hood  for  themfelves  and  their  families ;  they 
pine  in  mifery,  in  ficknefs,  and  in  want;  and, 
driven  at  length  to  repel  famine  and  nakednefe 
by  violence  and  plunder,  from  being  the  fup- 
ports  become  the  pefts  of  fociety.     That  thefe 
©bjedtions,  which  compaflion  has  fuggefted  on 
the  fight  of  incidental  diftrefs,  are  to  be  dis- 
regarded, is  by  no  means  to  be  affirmed.     But 
they  are  pufhed  to  an   unreafonable  length, 
when  they  are  urged   as  generally  conclufive 
againft  the  admiffion    of   new  machines    by 
which  labour  is  greatly  diminiflied.    How  has 
mankind  been  enabled  to  emerge  from  a  ftate 
of  barbarifm  to  civilization,  to  exchange  dens 
and  caves  for  comfortable  houfes,  coverings  of 
raw  fkins  for  clean  and  convenient  clothes, 
acorns  and  wild  fruits  for  falubrious  food,  un- 
lettered ignorance  for  books  and  knowledge, 
but  by  the   progreffive  introxiu£tion  and  the 
rapid  improvements  of  machinery  ?  And  arc 
we  prepared  .to  fay  that  human  life  has  at- 
tained to  its  higheft  degree  of  refinement  ?  Or 
that  the  means  which  have  brought  it  to  ita 
prefent    ftate    ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
carry  it  further?  Or  that,  while  every  nation 
around  us  is  advancing  in  improvement.  Great 

14  Britain 
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Britain  alone  is  to  Hand  flill  ?  Thofe  fimple 
machines  and  implements,  without  which  we 
now  ihould  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fubfiftj  were 
new  in  their  day :  and  in  many  inftances  the 
invention  of  them  undoubtedly  diminifhed,  per- 
haps annihilated,  the  demand  for  that  fpecies 
of  labour  which  was  before  in  great  requeft. 
The  boat-maker  of  early  times,  who  firfl:  under- 
mined the  tree,  and  then  formed  it  into  fhape 
by  fcraping  it  with  oyfter-fhells  and  hoUowiog 
it  with  fire,  had  probably  to  lament  the  lofs  of  ^ 
employment  when  a  competitor  arrived  from 
a  dillance  armed  with  the  recently  difcovered 
hatchet,  and  able  to  complete  more  canoes  in 
a  month  than  the  other  could  in  a  year.  The 
makers  of  hand-barrows  and  fcuttles  would 
perceive  the  demand  for  their  craft  materially 
leflened,  when  a  more  commodious  method 
of  carriage  took  place  on  the  introdudtion  of 
carts.     The  fabricators  of  hand-mills  found 
their  work   fpeedily  fall   into  difufe  on  the 
eredion  of  machines  for  grinding  corn  by 
means  of  wind  and  water.     In  what  fituation 
would  the  world  now  be,  had  thefe  inventions 
been  fucceffively  profcribed  out  of  favour  to 
the  old  workmen  ? 

But 
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But  let  US  not  deny  to  the  objedtions  under 
confideration  the  weight  which  they  poffefs ; 
nor  be  betrayed,  by  a  partiality  for  meafurea 
.  produdive  of  general  good,  into  a  negled  of 
any  attendant  misfortunes  of  the  poor.  If  on 
the  one  hand  the  manufacturer  ads  laudably 
when  he  exerts  himfelf  in  the  difcovery  or  the 
iatrodudion  of  new  machines,  or  in  the  im.^ 
poyement  of  machines  already  exifting,  by 
which  his  manufacture  may  be  rendered  cheaper 
or  better ;  on  the  other^  he  is  highly  criminal  if 
he  does  not  with  equal  eaimeftnefs  exert  him-^ 
felf  to  guard  againft  that  diftrefs,  which  the 
haily  adoption  of  inventions  calculated  for  dii^ 
patch  frequently  occafions  at  firft  among  the 
workmen  whofe  labour  they  fuperfede.  Let 
him  not  be  hurried  by  unfeeling  avarice  or 
blind  eftiulation  fuddenly  to  bring  them,  into 
tife  to  a  great  extent.  Let  him  ftudy  to  pro- 
vide employment  for  his  ancient  fervants  in: 
fome  other  line,  eipecially  for  tha  women  and 
the  old  men:  and  at  all  events  let  him  not  turn 
them  adrift,  until  they  have  means  of  im- 
mediately procuring  bread  for  themfelves  and 
their  children  in  another  fettled  occupation. 
This  attentibn  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellow- 

VOL.  II.  C  c  creatures. 
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creatures,  by  whofe  induftry  and  toil  he  haS 
been  enriching  himfelf,  is  required  of  him  by 
his  and  their  common  mafter.  Did  it  force 
him  to  refrain  from  increafing  his  profits,  he 

would  be  bound  in  confcience  to  refrain  ;  did 
it  impofe  a  heavy  drawback  on .  the  increafe, 
he  ought  to  pay  it  with  cheerfulnefs.     But  the 
diftrefles  in  queftion  will  rarely  be  great  and 
alfo  permanent.     Remedies  are  every  where 
at  hand ;  and  they  are  commonly  multiplied 
in  a  little  time  by  the  very  circumflance  which 
renders  them  neceflary.     The  general  effedt 
of  fhortening  labour  is  not  to  leffen  the  num- 
ber of  labourers  wanted,  but  to  enlarge  the 
mafs  of  produce,  and  to  augment  the   com- 
forts of  life.    Every  fuccefsful  invention  ulti- 
mately increafesthe  number  of  working  hands  j 
partly  by  employing  many  in  fabricating  and 
conducSting  the  new  machinery,  and  in  perr 
forming  various  fubfequent  operations  on  the 
articles  produced   by   it;  but  principally  by 
rendering   manufa<3:ures   better  and  cheaper, 
and  thus  creating  fo  vaft  an  additional  demand 
for  them  at  home  and  abroad,  as  to  caufe  a 
much  larger  quantity  of  workmen  to  be  occu- 
pied in  preparing  them,  than  was  employed 

9  when 
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when  they  were  made  in  the  old  mannef  and 
fold  at  the  ancient  price.  Such,  for  example, 
has  evidently  been  the  effedl  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  cotton-mills.  And  further;  the  new 
invention  itfelf  frequently  furnilhe«  fome  col- 
lateral and  auxiliary  branches  of  employment, 
to  which  the  labour  rendered  needlefs  by  it 
may  eafily  be  transferred.  Moft  of  thofe  for 
whom  pro vifion  cannot  thus  be  made,  will  be 
able  to  find  a  place  in  a  country  like  this,  if 
time  be  allowed  them  by  the  nianufadurer  for 
fearch  and  enquiry,  in  one  or  other  of  the 
numerous  trades  eftablifhed  around  them  {xx). 

Iriftances 

{xx)  The  appofitenefs  pf  the  following  quotation  from 
Dr.  Smith  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  ii,  p.  203,  will 

be  a  fufHcient  apology  for  the  length  of  it, 

"  Though  a  great  number  of  people  (hould  be  thrown 
'^  all  at  once  out  of  their  ordinary  employment  and  com- 
"  mon  method  of  fubfiftence,  it  would  by  no  means  follow 
<^  that  they  would  be  thereby  deprived  either  of  employ- 
<«  ment  or  fubfiftence.  By  the  reduftion  of  the  army  and 
*«  navy  at  the  end  of  the  late  war,  more  than  a  hundred 
«<  thoufand  foldiers  and  feamen,  a  number  equal  to.  what 
"  is  employed  in  the  greateft  manufaftures,  were  all  at 
<«  once  thrown  out  of  their  ordinary  employment ;  but 
*«  though  they,  no  doubt,  fuffered  fome  inconveiiiency, 
"  they  were  not  thereby  deprived  of  all  employment  or 
ic  fubfiftence.     The  greater  part  of  the  Ibamen,  it  is  pro- 

■    C  c  2  "  bable, 


388        ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS 

Inftahces  however  will  occur,  in  fpite  of  the 

wifeft  and  kindeft  precautions  on  the  part  of 

the  mailer,  of  individual  workmen  deprived 

of 

**  bable^  gradually  betook  thcmfclves  to  the  merchant  fcr* 
<<  vice,  as  they  could  find  occasion ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
*<  both  they  and  the  foldiers  were  abforbed  in  the  great 
<'  mafs  of  the  people,  and  employed  in  a  great  variety  of 
*'  occupations.  Not  only  no  great  convulfions  but  no  fenp 
•<  fible  diforder  arofe  from  fo  great  a  change  in  the  fitu- 
*<  ation  of  more  than  an  hundred  thoufand  men,  all  ac- 
*<  cuilomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  many  of  them  to  rapine 
•*  and  plunder.  The  number  of  vagrants  was  fcarce  any- 
**  where  fenfibly  increafed  by  it;  even  the  wages  of  labour 
"  were  not  reduced  by  it  m  any  occupation,  fo  far  as  I 
<<  have  been  able  to  learn,  except  in  that  of  f^amen'in  the 
^^  merchant  fervice.  But  if  we  compare  together  the  habits 
"  of  a  foldier  and  of  any  fort  of  manufa£lurer,  we  ihall 
•*  find  that  thcfe  of  the  latter  do  not  tend  fo  much  to  dif- 
•*  qualify  him  from  being  employed  in  a  new  trade,  as 
•*  thofc  of  the  former  from  being  employed  in  any.  The 
•*  manufafturer  has  always  been  accuftomed  to  look  for  his 
"  fubfiftence  from  his  labour  only ;  the  foldier  to  expeS 
•*  it  from  his  pay.  Application  and  induftry  have  been 
**  familiar  to  the  one;  idlenefs  and  diffipation  to  the  other. 
*'  But  It  Is  furely  much  eafier  to  change  the  dire^ion  of 
**  induftry  from  one  fort  of  labour  to  another,  than  to  turn 
**  idicnrfs  and  diffipation  to  any.  To  the  greater  part 
**  of  manufa£lures  befides,  it  has  already  been  obferved, 
<*  there  are  other  collateral  manufaflures  of  fo  fimilar  a 
*'  nature,  that  a  workman  can  eaGly  transfer  his  induftry 

*<  from  one  of  them  to  another." 

^  It 
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of  Aibfiftence,  or  matemlly  injured  in  their 
fituation,  by  the  eredion  of  hiis  machinery. 
Thefe  the  hand  of  him  who  has  been,  how- 
ever innocently,  the  caufe  of  their  diftrefs 
fliould  be  ftretched  out  amply  to  relieve.  And 
every  niian  ought  willingly  to  contribute  in  a, 
reafonable  proportion  towards  alleviating  the 
evils  incidentally  produced  by  any  one  of  thofe 
improvements  in  condu<fiing  manufactures, 
to  which,  coUefkively  taken,  a  large  {hare  of 

It  muft  however  be  admitted  that  the  cafe  of  dif- 
charged  foldiers  and  feamen  is  not  exa£):ly  (imilar  to  that 
of  manufafturers  difcharged  in  confiderable  numbers  in 
confequence  of  the  introduftion  of  machinery,  Dif- 
banded  foldiers,  coming  chiefly  from  newly  raifed  corps, 
have  in  general  learned  fome  bufinefs  to  which  they  can 
return,  and  have  not  left  it  fo  long  as  greatly  to  have  for- 
gotten it.  They  are  of  fuch  various  employments,  as  t<o 
))urthen  no  particular  line  by  their  numbers  j  and  being 
diftributed  throughout  th^  kingdom,  do  xlt)t  materially 
opprefs  any  particular  diftri£^  by  their  return. ,  And  the 
fudden  call  for  manufa&ures  on  9  peace  makes  this  ad- 
dition to  the  mafs  of  workmen  very  acceptable.  Some 
of  the  preceding  remarks  are  applicable  to  Tailors.  And 
at  any  rate,  the  difcharged  feaman  commonly  finds  a  wcU 
(Come  admii&on,  at  the  end  of  a  war,  into  the  merchants' 
fervice.  EquaLrefources  are  not  poflefled  by  manufac- 
turers thrown  put  of  employ  in  large  numbers  by  new 
machines.  Hence  appears  more  ftrongly  the  guilt  of  re- 
ducing them  to  fuch  a  (late  of  diftrefs. 

C  rc  3  the 
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the  national  ftrength  aad  profperity   is  to  be 
afcribed. 


There  are  other  calamities  afFe£ling  work- 
men in  a  very  ferious  manner,  and  with  con- 
fequences  deeply  to  be  lamented,  againft  which 
the  proprietor  of  a  mahufadtory  ought  moft 
anxioufly  to  guard ;  the  dangers,  namely,  to 
which  their  health  and  their  morals  are  fre- 
quently expofed  by  the  nature  and  circum- 
ftances  of  their  employment.  Such  dangers 
will  fitly  be  noticed  in  this  place ;  fmce, 
although  they  exift  in  near,ly  all  maniifac- 
tures,  they  are  commonly  moft  formidable  ia 
thofe  in  which  large  and  complicated  machines  , 
colledl  a  great  number  of  workmen  under  the 
fame  roof.  ^.Bat  it  muft  previoufly  be  ftated, 
that  as  long  as  any  manufadure  portends  fucl^ 
dangers  to  the  health  or  to  the  morals  of  the 
perfons  engaged  in  it  as  to  be  Jikely  to  prove 
on  the  whole  injurious  to  human  happinefs, 
on  taking  futurity  as  well  as  the  prefent  life 
into  the  account ;  whatever  profits  it  may 
promife,  it  cannot  be  continued  with  a  faf<^ 
confcience. 

Some 


w 

1 
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Some  manufeflures  impair  the  health  of  the 
workmen  by  the  deleterious  quality  of  the  ma- 
terials ufed ;  others^  by  the  crowded  rooms  and 
vitiated  air  in  which  they  s^re  carried  on.  Of 
the  firft  clafs  are  feveral  procefles  on  metallic 
fubftances.  The  pernicious  effeds  of  lead  ar^ 
proverbial, and  the  palfies  and  other  complaints 
frequently  among  thofe  who  are  employed  upon 
it.  I  have  feen  a  young  man  at  work  in  a 
manufactory  of  white  lead,  whofe  complexion 
was  rendered  by  his  occuj/ation  as  livid  as  the 
fubftance  which  he  was  preparing  for  fale. 
*'  The  men  [yy)  who  are  employ e,d  in  fi\ver- 
^'  ing  looking-glafles  often  become  paralytic  j 
"  as  is  the  cafe  alfo  with  thofe  who  work  in 
*'  quiekfilver  mines.  This  is  not  to  be  won-. 
^'  dered  at,  if  we  may  credit  Mr,  Boyle;  who 
"  aflures  us  that  mercury  has  been  feveral 
^*  times  found  in  th^  heads  of  artificers  ex- 
"  pofed  to  its  fumes.  In  the  Philofophical 
"  Tranfadions  there  is  an  account  of  a  man 
^'/  who,  having  ceafed  working  in  quiekfilver 
"  for  fix  months,  had  his  body  ftill  fo  impreg- 
nated  with  it,  that  by  putting  a  piece  of 
copper  into  his  mouth,  or  rubbing  it  with 

(^'v)  Bifliop  Watfpn's  Chemical  Eflays,  voj.  iyj  p.  253. 

Cc4  '  "  his 
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**  hiB  hands,  it  inftantly  acquired  a  filvcr  co- 
**  lour. — 1  remember  liaving  feen  at  Birming^ 
**  ham  a  very  ftout  man  rendered  paralytic  ia 
"  the  fpace  of  fix  months  by  being  employed 
**  in  tixing  an  amalgam  of  gold  and  filver  on 
^*  copper.     He  flood  before  the  mouth  of  1 
fmall  oven  ftrongly  heated ;  the  mercury  was 
converted  into  vapour;  and  that  vapour  was 
inhaled  by  him. — ^The  perfon  I  faw  was 
very  fenfibie  of  the  caufe  of  his  difordcr ; 
**  but  had  not  courage  to  withfland  the  tempt- 
"  ation  of  high  wages,  which  enabled  him  ta 
^^  continue  in  a  date  of  intoxication  for  three 
^^  days  in  the  week,  inftead  of,  what  is  the 
"  ufual   practice,   two."      Of  manufaftures. 
which  injure  the  health  of  the  worknjen,  not 
by  any  noxious  quality  in  the  article  operated 
upon,  but  by  external  circumftances  ufually 
attending  the  operation,  an  example  may  be 
produced  in  that  of  cotton.     "  The   ready 
**  communication  {%%)  of  contagion  to  num- 

"  bers 

(22)  Sec  a  very  intelligent  Report  delivered  fomc  years 
fince  at  the  requeft  of  the  Magiftrate$  for  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  by  Dr.  Pcrcival  and  other  Phyficians  of  Man- 
chefter,  in  confequence  of  a  putrid  fever  which  prevailed 
during  many  months  in  the  cotton  inills  at  Radcliffe. 
12  This 
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"  ber8  crowded  together,  the  acceffion  of  viru* 
**  lence  from  putrid  effluvia,  and  the  injury 

^  done  to  young  perfon8,through  confinement 
*'  and  too  long  continued  labour,"  are  evils 
which  we  have  lately  heard  afcribed  to  cotton* 
mills'  by  perfons  of  the  firft  medical  authority 
aflembled  to  inveftigate  the'ftibjedt.    To  thefe 
muft  be  added,  an  evil  which  ftill  brands  with 
difgrace  the  practice  of  fome  cotton-mills,  the  * 
cuftom  of  obliging  a  part  of  the  children  em- 
ployed  there  to  work  all  night ;  a  praftice 
which  muft  greatly  contribute  towards  render- 
ing them  feeble,  difeafed,  and  unfit  for  other 
labour,  when  they  are  difmifled  at  a  more  ad- 
vanced period  of  youth  from  the  manufac- 
tory (^jo). 

To 


This  report,  though  jnade  on  a  particular  occafion,  was 
drawn  up  with  a  view  to  the  proper  management,  in 
point  of  health,  of  all  cotton-mills ;  and  contains  many 
general  rules  and  directions  which  ought  to  be  pun£lu4iiy 
obferved  and  enforced  by  the  mailer  of  every  mill.  The 
obfervance  of  them  would  probably.remove  that  imputation 
under  which  thofe  manufafliories  have  hitherto  laboured, 
of  deftroying  the  health  of  the  children  employed  in  them; 
and  in  many  perhaps  may  have  removed  it  already. 

(aaa)  As  ihjerefted  minds  will  always  feel  ftrong  tempt- 
ations to  this  praftice,  the  cafe  feems  loudly  to  call  for 

the 


!• 
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To  have  recourfe  to  every  reafonable  pre* 
caution,  however  expenfive,  by  which  the 
health  pf  the  workmen  may  be  fecured  from 

'  injury, 

tlie  interference  of  the  Legiflature.  A  fimilar  interference 
may  be  neceflary,  to  preferve  the  health  of  the  workmen 
in  other  manufaftures  •,  efpecially  where  patentees  are 
interefted  to  make  the  moft  of  their  invention  in  a  fliort 
period.  In  fufpicious  cafesy  it  might  be  well  not  to  grant 
patents  except  under  fuitable  ftipulations. 

Dr.  Aikin,  in  his  recent  ^«  Defcription  of  the  Country 
*«  round  Manchefter,"  (i795>  4to.  p.  219,  220.)  corro- 
borates what  I  have  advanced.  Speaking  of  "  cotton-mills 
•^  and  fimilar  fadories/'  he  fays  :  "  In  thefe,  children  of 
<*  very  tender  age  are  employed ;  many  of  them  cclUBed 
**  from  the  ivorhfyoufes  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  aiid 
•*  tranfported  in  crowds  as  apprentices  to  mafters  refident 
•*  many  hundred  miles  diftant,  where  they  ferve  unknoMm, 
<^  unprotedted,  and  forgotten  by  thofe  to  whofe  care  nar 
««  ture  or  the  laws  had  configned  them.  Thefe  children  arc 
*^  ufually  too  long  confined  to  work  in  clofe  rooms,  often 
*«  during  the  whole  nightj  the  air  they  breathe,from  theoil, 
*'  ^c.  employed  in  the  machinery, and  other  circumftances^ 
**  is  injurious;  little  regard  is  paid  to  their  cleanlinefs; 
**  and  frequent  changes  fronj  a  warm  and  denfe  ^:o  a  cold 
**  and  thin  atmofphere  are  predifpofing  caufes  to  ficknefs 
**  and  difability,  and  particularly  to  the  epidemic  fever 
*^  which  fo  generally  is  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  faftorics, 
"  It  is  alfo  much  to  be  queflioned  if  fociety  does  not  rc- 
*«,.  ceive  detriment  from  the  manner  in  which  children  are 
"  thus  employed  during  their  early  years.  They  are  not 
'f  generally  flrong  to  labour,  or  capable  of  purfuing  any 

««  othw 
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injury,  and  to  refrain  from  profecuting  un* 
wholefome  branches  of  trade,  until  effe(fiual 
precautions  are  difcovered,  is   the  indifpcn- 

fable 

<*  othfer  branch  of  bufinefs,  when  the  term  of  their  ap- 
"  prenticefliip  expires.  The  females  are  wholly  uninllruft-r 
"  ed  in  fuing,  knitting,  and  other  domeftic  affairs,  re- 
"  quifite  to  make  them  notable  and  frugal  wives  and 
^  mothers.  This  is  a  very  great  misfortune  to  them  and 
*.*  the  public;  as  is  fadly  proved  by  a  comparifon  of  the 
'^^  families  of  labourers  in  hufbandry,  and  thofe  of  manu- 
*^  fafturers  in  general.  In  the  former,  we  meet  with  neat- 
"  nefs,  cleanlinefs,  and  comfort;  in  the  latter,  with  filth, 
*^  rags,  and  poverty,  although  their  wages  may  be  nearly 
*^  double  to  thofe  of  the  huibandman.  It  muft  be  added, 
**  that  the  want  of  early  religious  inllruftion  and  example, 
*'  and  the  numerous  and  indifcriminate  aflbciatibn  in  thefc 
f^  buildings,  are  very  unfavourable  tojthcir  future  conduft 
**  in  life."  Dr.  Aikin  obfervcs,  that  "  remedies  for  thefc 
f «  grievances  have  been  adopted  in  many  faftorics  #ith 
•'  true  benevolence  and  much  fuccefs." 

The  fituation  of  the  children  tranfported,  as  it  very  fre- 
quently happens,  from  workhoufes  in  the  metropolis  to 
faftories  in  diftant  counties,  demands  the  protedling  inter- 
ference of  the  Legiflature.  The  neighbouring  magiftrates 
have  no  power  to  cnt^r  the  houfes  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
quiring into  the  treatment  of  thefe  .orphan?  5  and  the  latter 
are  generally  kept  in  a  fort  of  clofe  imprifonmcnt,  which 
deprives  them  of  the  power  of  lodging  complaints.  The 
eonfequences  have  repeatedly  been,  that  the  ufagc  of  the 
children  has  been  very  inhuman;  and  that  moft  cruel  pu- 
mfhments  have  been  inflifted  (I  fpeak  this  on  indifputable 

authority) 
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iable  duty  of  the  proprietor  of  a  manufadory. 
Let  him  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  barter 
the  lives  of  men  for  gold  and  filver.  Let  hitn 
not  feek  profit,  by  a^ing  the  part  of  an  ex- 
ecutioner. Let  him  ftation  his  workmen  in 
large,  dry,  and  well  ventilated  rooms.  Let 
him  conftantly  prefer  giving  them  their  work 
to  perform  at  home,  whenever  it  can  be  done 

^ 

with  tolerable  convenience,  to  colleding  them 

together  into  the  fame  apartment.     Let  him 

encourage  them,  where  opportunity  offers,  to 

^refide  in  villages  and  hamlets  {bkb)^  rather  than: 

aatliority)  on  fuch  as  have  found  means  of  cmnplaimng,  in 
order  to  deter  them  and  their  companions  from  fimilar  at- 
tempts. Among  other  legiflative  provifions  which  might 
be  IBvifablc,  it  has  been  fuggefted  that  the  London  parifli- 
oflkers  fhould  be  obHged  to  keep  accurate  regifters  of  the 
apprentices  fcnt  out ;  that  quarterly  returns  of  the  ftatc' 
of  thefe  apprentices  ihould  be  tranfmitted  from  the  fcveral 
factories,  and  be  autlienticated  by  the  fignatures  of  the 
neighbouring  magiilrates;  and  that  the  latter  (hould  be 
authorifed  and  required  to  vifit  the  fadlories,  and  carefully 
to  infpedi  the  fituation  and  treatment  of  the  child^ren. 

{bbb)  The  proprietor  of  a  great  manufadlory  eftabliflied 
near  a  large  inland  town,  told  a  perfon  of  unqueftionablc 
credit,  from  whom  I  heard  the  faft,  that  on  approaching 
his  workmen- he  could  difceni  by  the  fmell  proceeding 
fron)  their  dotlies,  whether  they  lived  in  the  town  or  on 

a  neigh- 
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in  a  crowded  town.  Let  him  inculcate  on 
them  in  how^  great  a  degree  cleanlinefs  contri- 
butes to  health;  and  imprefs  them  with  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  invariably  obferving  thofe  many  little 
regulations  {ccc)^    which,  though  fmgly   too 

minute 

9  neighbouring  common.  This  circumftance.albne  might 
point  out  the  coipparative  healthfulnefs  of  the  two  fitua- 
tions* 

{crc)  The  latter  of  the  two  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the 
precejiing  note  (the  late  Mr.  Wedgwood,  the  reviver  of 
the  arts  of  Etruria)  informed  me,  that  having  obferred 
fome  young  perfons  in  his  own  manufaftory  to  be  afFefted 
by  being  employed  on  a  preparation  of  lead,  he  had  com- 
pletely remedied  the  evil,  by  appointing  an  old  workman 
conftantly  to  attend  them  with  water  and  towels  on  their 
leaving  their  work  at  meal  times>  and  oblige  them  tho- 
roughly to  wafli  their  hands  and  faces  before  they  ate ; 
and  alfo  by  prohibiting  them  from  playing,  or  ufing  any 
ftrong  exercife,  until  they  had  pulled  off  their  coats  and 
aprons  which  were  fpVinkled  with  the  lead.  It  appeared 
from  experience,  that  if  they  ufed  any  confiderable  exer- 
cife without  taking  the  latter  precaution,  the  duft  proceed- 
ing from  their  clothes  was  inhaled  by  them,  and  produced 
very  prejudicial  efFefts* 

Tlie  reader  will  permit  me  to  refer  to  one  additional 
authority,  as  it  tends  to  eftabliih  a  point,  the  importance 
of  which  will  be  generally  acknowledged.  A  gentleman, 
who,  if  named,  would  be  allowed  to  have  had  more  citeii- 
five  experience  in  cotton^mills  than  any  other  individual, 
affirms  that  from  his  youth  he  has  regularly  found  thofc 

work> 
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minute  to  be  noticed  in  this  place,  have  col- 
ledlively  much  efie£k  in  preventing  difeafe. 
Where  his  own  efforts  feem  likely  to  fail,  let 
him  lay  the  matter  before  tlie  ableft  phyficianSj 
and  fteadily  put  in  praflice  the  inftrudlions 
which  he  receives.  And  finally,  let  him  exert 
his  utmoft  abilities  to  difcovcr  innoxious  pro- 

cefTes  which  maybe  fubfiitutcd  forfuch  as  prove 
detrimental  to  the  perfons  who  conduct  them; 
and  dired:  by  private  folicitation,  and  on  pro- 
per occafions  by  public  premiums,  the  attention 
of  experienced  artifts  and  manufafturers  to  the 
fame  obje£}:.  The  fuccefs  of  his  endeavours 
may  in  many  cafes  be  found  higlily  advantage- 
ous to  him,  not  merely  by  preferving  the  lives 
of  his  moil  fkilful  workmen,  but  by  faving 
fome  valuable  material  formerly  lofl  in  the 
operation  [ddd).    But  whether  that  be  the  cafe 

or 

works  to  be  the  mofh  profitable,  in  which  the  workmen 
have  been  the  leaft  numerous,  and  the  mofl:  cleanly  and 
comfort  iible.  There  IcenivS  no  caufe  why  tlic  rcfiilt  ibould 
not  be  the  fame  in  all  other  branches  of  manufatiure. 

{ddd)  Bifliop  Watfon,  after  fpeaking  in  a  pafia)^c  which 
has  been  recently  quoted  of  the  young  man  rendered  pa- 
ralytic by  fixing  an  amalgam  of  gold  and  fih'er  on  copper, 
fays:  *^  A  chimney,  I  believe,  has  of  late  been  opened  at 
"  the  farther  fide  of  the  oven,  into  which  the  mercurial 

««  vapour 
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or  not,  he  will  at  leaft  feap  a  fatisfadioa 
from  them  which  he  could  not  otherwife  have 
enjoyed,  that  of  refleding  da  his  profits  with 
a  quiet  [eee)  confcience. 

The  morals  of  manufafturers  afT^mbled  to- 
gether in  numerous  bodies  are  at  leaft  as  much 

**  vapour  IS  driven ;  and  thus  both  the  mercury  is  faved, 
^'  and  the  health  of  the  operator  is  attended  to."  Chemi- 
cal EfTays,  vol.  iv.  p.  255.  In  the  fame  volume,  p.  275—*' 
277,  the  almoft  univerfal  adoption  of  the  cupola  inftead  of 
the  hearth-furnace  for  fmelting  lead  is  fhewn  to  have  been 
attended  with  great  advantage  to  the  proprietors,  as  well 
as  with  the  moft  falutary  confequences  to  the  workmen. 

(eee)  The  proprietors  of  factories  of  all  kinds  ought  to 
pay  a  confcientious  regard  to  the  health  hot  only  of  their 
workmen,  but  of  the  whole  neighbourhood;  and  carefully 
to  put  in  praftice  all  fit  meailS  for  preventing  the  falubrity 
of  the  furrounding  atmofphfere  from  being  injured  by  their 
private  operations.  Thefe  means  will  of  courfe  be  different, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  manufafture,  and  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  it  is  carried  on ;  but  in  every  cafe  means 
of  fufficient  efficacy  ought  to  be  adopted,  even  though  exr 
penfive,  and  not  required  by  the  letter  of  the  law.     The 
powerful  agency  of  fleam  has  of  late  been  introduced  into 
a  variety   of  manufaftures.     Thofe    who   employ  it  in 
towns,  or  populous  parts  of  the  country,  ought  to  adopt 
the  efFeftual  methods  which  of  late  have  happily  been  dif- 
covered  for  deftroying  fmoke.     The  fight  of  a  torrent  of 
pitchy  fmoke  vomited  from  the  vaft  chimney  of  a  fl:eam- 
engine,  and  fubfiding  in  a  denfe    and  defl:tu£live  cloud 
over  the  adjacent  ftreets,  is  a  difgracc  to  the  proprietor. 

endangered ' 
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endangered  as  their  health.  The  danger  {atne* 
times  arifes  from  time  and  opportunities  for 
inftrudion  being  denied  ;  fometimes  from  the 
conta^on  of  vice  being  unreftrained,  and 
ihame  itfelf  extingui(hed  by  the  univerfality 
of  guilt*  The  former  of  thefe  evils  takes  place 
in  manufa£tories  where  children  are  employ- 
ed {jff^)i  the  latter,  in  all  manufactories  where 
multitudes  of  working  hands^  whatever  be 
their  age»  are  colle&ed.  In  proportion  as  vir- 
tue is  more  valuable  than  bodily  ilrength,  in 
proportion  as  eternity  is  more  important  than 
the  prefent  life,  the  manufa6:urer  who  pays 
no  attention  to  the  religious  principles  and 
morals  of  the  people  under  his  care,  is  more 
criminal  than  if  he  had  fuffered  them  to  put 

(j^)  Whether  cotton-mills  in  general  are  at  pidait 
blamelefs  on  this  fcorei  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide. 
That  fome  have  been  highly  blameaUe  would  fufficient^ 
appear,  were  other  proofs  wanting,^  from  the  conclvding 
paragraph  of  the  report,  already  quoted,  of  the  Manchcf- 
ter  Phyficians,  addreffed  to  the  County  magtftrates.  «*  We 
««  cannot  excufe  ourfelves  on  the  prefent  occafion  from 
<<  fuggeftkig  to  you,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the  public 
<^  weal,  this  further  very  important  confideration;  thai  tie 
**  rifing  generation  Jbould  net  be  debarred  from  all  cpportum* 
<<  ties  of  inJlruBion,  4it  the  Qnlyfeafin  eflifem  wiicb  tieycmm 
**  Properly  be  improved  J* 

poifon 
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j^oifon  to  their  mbiKhs  without  apprizing  them 
of  its  qualities.  Several  of  the  itieafures  al- 
ready indicated  a$  prefetvitives  of  healthy  arfe 
equally  adapted  for  the  prefervation  of  mo- 
rals. The  employment,  for  example,  of  sts 
fmaH  a  number  of  perfons  as  may  be  iti  the 
fame  room ;  encouragement  afforded  to  Work- 
ttien  to  refide  in  villages,  whefe  cOhVehiencie 

vrill  allow,  rathef  than  in  the  midft  of  the  in- 
fedlion  of  a  great  town;  permiflion  given  them 
to  perform  their  work  at  their  own  homes  {ggg) 
when  the  nature  of  the  fabrick  will  admit  thiit 
practice ;  and  ftrong  and  repeated  inculca-^ 
tion  of  habits  of  cleanlinefs,  ate  means  ndapt^ 
ed  to  the  acdompiifhiiient  of  both  pUrpofes. 

But  thefe  are  not  the  only  or  the  moft  effica-- 
cious  nieans  of  preventing  the  inroads  of  vice, 
iet  the  proprietor  of  the  manufactory  employ 
the  different  fexes  apart  from  each  other*  Let 
him  provide  for  the  eftablifhment  pf  fchools 

(  ^^  ^^  ^^^  httn  feeh  izi  a  great  manufa£kurihg  town> 
that  fome  Individuals,  who  have  had  fo  little  regard  to  re* 
ligion  as  to  oblige  theii^  Workmen  to  labour  on  Sundays^ 
have  found  it  inipoffible  to  introduce  that  cuftom  among 
iuch  clafl%s  of  their  workmen  as  were  ufed  to  execute  their 
Work  at  their  own  homes;  but  have  fucceeded  without 
difficulty  with  thofe  of  the  oppofite  defcription* 

VOL,  It*  D  d  for 
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for  the  religious  inftrudlion  of  all  who  can  be 
induced  to  attend  them,  whether  children  or 
of  maturer  age,  on  Sundays  at  leaft,  if  not  in 
the  evenings  of  week  days.     Let  him  diftri- 
bute  from  time  to  time  religious  books  level  to 
the  capacities  of  the  readers.     Let  him  cfta* 
blilh  a  little  library,  from  which  proper  trea- 
tifes  may  be  lent  out  for  a  limited  period,  and 
under  proper  regulations,  to  all  who  defire 
them.     Let  him  appoint  penalties  for  drunk- 
enncfs,  oaths,  and  improper  language ;  and 
cxadl  them  regularly  and  with  impartiality. 
Let  him  take  every  fit  meafure  to  fecure  the 
conftant  attendance  of  his  people  on  religious 
worfhip,  and  to  lead  them  to  ufe  fome  fhort 
and  fimple  form  of  family  prayer  every  even- 
ing in  their  own  houfes.     Let  him  acquire 
their  coiffidence  and  fecure  their  attachment 
by  joining  uniform  mildnefs  and  affability  of 
behaviour  to  the  firmnefs  requifite  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  authority.     Scrupuloufly 
abftaining  from  every  mark  of  pride  and  fu- 
percilioufnefs,  let  him  convince  them  that  he 
has  their  intereft  at  heart,  by  ftudying  their 
comforts ;  by  advancing  them  little  fums  of 
money  beforehand,  when  ficknefs,  or  an  ap- 

1 3  proaching 
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preaching  rent-day,  or  the  neceffity  of  laying 
iii  fuel  againft  winter,  or  fome  other  emer- 
gency, diftrefles  them.  Let  him  acquaint  him- 
felf,  ^s  far  as  may  be  prafticable,  with  each 
of  his  workmen  individually,  and  obferve  his 
temper  and  difpofitions,  his  habits  of  life,  and 
the  ftate  of  his  circumftanccs,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  admonifli  him  occafionally  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  be  mod  likely  to  be  beneficial. 
Let  him  uniformly  fliew  favour  to  the  meri- 
torious, and  check  the  idle  and  the  profligate. 
And  never  let.  him  forget  the  eflScacy  which  he 
may  give  to  his  inftrudlions  and  reproofs,  by 

his  own  virtuous  example^ 

i 

By  thus  diligently  watching  over  the  Health, 
the  comforts,  and  the  morals  of  his  workmen, 
the  manufadurer  will  obvioufly  promote  his 
own  fatisfaftion  and  emolument,  while  he  is 
difcharging  an  indifpenfable  duty.  He  may 
jullly  hope  to  render  a  large  proportion  of 
his  workmen  robuft,  induftrious,  and  honeft. 
He  will  infpire  them  with  that  perfonal  at- 
tachment to  himfelf  which,  among  4)ther  ad- 
vantages, will  contribute  to  fecure  him  from 
the  machinations  of  any  unprincipled  com- 

D  d  2  petitor. 
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pctitor,  who  may  be  bafe  enough  to  tempt 
them  by  bribes  to  betray  their  mailer's  openb- 
lions,  Of  to  defert  him  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
tering into  a  rival  mannfai^ory. 

In  the  various  branches  of  manufadures 
numberlefs  opportunities  will  occur  of  defraud- 
ing individuals  or  the  public*  Goods^  fot 
example,  may  be  delivered  to  the  puithaier 
inferior  in  real  worth,  though  externally  iinu- 
kr,  to  the  famples  {bbb)  according  to  which 
they  were  to  be  made.  Or  the  manufadurer 
may  imprefs  on  his  ownprodudions  the  damps 
and  marks  (i/i)  of  his  competitors,  who  fiand 
high  in  reputation,  and  vend  them  as  articles 
adually  made  by  the  latter.  Or  he  may  m^« 
orate  the  external  appearance  of  his  goods  to 
Che  fecret  rifk  or  detriment  of  their  intrinfic 
ftrength ;  and  avail  himfelf  of  the  rcry  dr- 
cumftance  which  renders  them  of  lefs  value 
than  they  were  before,  to  augment  die  price* 

(biH)  Fraudulent  faunplcs  axe  faid  to  btve  been  arach 
ufed  in  die  hardware  tradeT 

(iff)  Thb  fraud,  I  underftand,  has  been  pradifed  in  ft 
great  public  brewery  in  a  central  part  of  this  kingdom^ 
diat  the  barrels  might  feem  to  have  been  filled  at  Mother 
inland  town  in  gveat  lepyitt  for  its  malt4i<|]Diors. 

Or, 
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Or,  preferving  the  appearance  the  fame,  he 
may  deteriorate  them,  without  avowing  what 
he  has  done,  and  felling  them  porportionally 
cheaper  {Hi).  Or  he  may  induce  his  cuftom- 
er  to  believe  that  a  particular  material  or  in- 
gredient enters  into  their  compofition,  which, 
if  it  ever  was  employed  in  them,  has  fmce 
been  fecretly  replaced  by  an  inferior  fubftitute ; 
or  he  may  decline  giving  him  any  infor- 
mation whatever  refpe£l;ing  the  compofition> 
on  the  plea  that  he  cannot  divulge  the  fecrets 
of  his  trade  (///),    when  in   that  particular 

inftance, 

(kik)  In  this  concealmenti  and  in  upholding  the  price, 
the  whole  criminality  of  this  pra^iice  confifts.  A  reduc- 
tion in  the  goodnefs  of  an  article,  if  openly  acknowledged* 
and  accompanied  with  a  correfponding  redu£lion  in  the 
price,  may  be  a  greater  public  benefit  than  the  improve- 
ment of  it;  as  it  may  render  fome  comfort  or  convenience 
of  life  generally  attainable,  which  before  could  not  be  af- 
forded but  on  terms  fuitable  only  to  the  purfes  of  the  rich* 
New  inventions  arc  frequently  thus  dear. 

(///)  A  few  years  fince,  when  the  bill  for  pittting  to- 
bacco under  the  excife  was  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
a  deputation  of  tobacconifts  objefted  to  fome  of  the 
claufes,  on  the  ground  that  they  would  lay  open  the  fe- 
crets of  the  trade,  and  (lop  the  fale  of  a  particular  fort  of 
fnuff,  which  was  fold  as  compofed  of  fine  leaves  of  td^ 
bacco,  by  divulging  t<)  Ae  public  that  it  was  made  entirely 

Dd3  of 
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inftance,  as  in  many  others,  the  fecret  is  no 
other  than  a  fraud  of  trade.  Or  if  his  manu- 
fadlure  is  excifeable,  he  may  impofe  on  the 
revenue  officer  in  different  ways;  or  even 
endeavour  to  bribe  him  into  connivance  at 
his  impofitions.  Thefe  are  but  a  few  out  of 
the  multitude  of  examples  which  the  almoft 

of  the  ftalks.  A  ftriking  example  not  only  of  a  fecret  of 
trade  being  a  fraud  of  trade,  but  likewife  of  the  power  of 
habit  over  the  human  mind,  which  could  render  men, 
perhaps  very  refpeftable  men,  fo  blinded  to  the  criminality 
of  a  very  deceitful  practice,  as  openly  to  allege  the  danger 
of  that  praftice  being  interrupted  as  a  fit  motive  for  apply* 
ing  for  alteration  in  the  bill. 

It  muft  not  however  be  underftood,  from  the  cxpreflions 
which  have  been  ufcd,  that  all  fecrets  of  trade  arc  fraudur 
lent  or  reprehenfible*  If  a  manufacturer  has  difcovered| 
by  his  induftry  and  acutenefs,  a  ufe  for  fome  ingredient, 
or  a  mode  of  condufling  a  procefs,  unknown  to  his  bre- 
thren, he  is  juftificd  in  retaining  it  to  himfelf  until  he  has 
gained  an  adequate  reward  for  the  merit  of  the  difcovery; 
and  in  applying  for  a  patent  to  fecure  that  rewan}  to  himr 
felf  if  he  is  not  otherwifc  likely  to  enjoy  it.  But  as  he 
would  be  very  culpable  were  he  to  require  the  public 
good  to  be  facrificed  to  his  private  intereft  by  an  unrea* 
fonable  extenfion  of  the  patent,  fo  would  he  be  equally 
culpable  on  the  Hime  principles  if  he  ihould  be  too  long 
or  too  obftinatcly  tenacious  of  his  fecret,  when  the  dii^ 
clofure  of  it  would  be  generally  beneficial ;  and  he  is  alfo 
very  culpable,  if  he  permits  it  to  be  loft  to  the  world  by 
his  death. 

infinite 
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infinite. variety  of  manufadtures  would  fupply* 
They  are  fuffident  however  to  afford  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  pradiices  to  which  I  allude.  It 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule ;  that 
every  attempt,  whether  dire(9:  or  indlredl,  to 
make  an  article  be  thought  better  in  any  re- 
fpedt  than  it  really  is,  or  different  from  what 
it  profcfles  to  be ;  and  every  fubterfuge  reforted 
to  for  evading  the  fair  payment  of  public  taxes, 
is  abfolute  difhonefty  [tnmtn). 

Combinations  on  the  part  qf  the  proprietors 
of  manufadories  to  raife  the  price  of  their 
goods  are  no  lefs  forbidden  by  the  [nnn]  laws 
of  this  country  than  combinations  on  the  part 
of  their  workmen  to  keep  up  or  to  raife  their 
wages.  The  latter  probably  are  far  more  fre- 
quent than  the  former.  And  they  commonly 
happen,  not,  as  might  have  been  expefted, 
when  trade  is  at  a  low  ebb,  and  employs  few 
hands  5  but  when  it  is  in  a  flourifliing  ftate, 

[mmm)  Frauds  on  the  excife  are  faid  to  be  frequently 
committed  by  men  who  in  other  refpeils  fupporta  good 
character.  In  many  inftances,  I  believe,  they  originate 
from  want  of  refleftion  on  the  fubjeft,  and  would  be  aban- 
doned on  a  little  confideration  of  their  immorality. 

{nnn)  See  Blackftohe,  vol.  iv.  p.  159. 

,  Pd4  aii4 


408         OK  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS 

and  requires  additional  numbers.  Their  obje£| 
is  generally  to  prevent  the  introdudion  {ooa) 
.of  new  labourers!  and  their  adtniiHon  to  a 
fhare  of  the  profit  of  the  bufinefs.  The  ma& 
ters  however  in  refifling  the  attempt  fhould  at 
all  times  confider  how  eaf^ly  the  lower  and 
illiterate  clafTes  of  the  community  may  be 
mifguided.  Let  them  break  the  combination* 
but  let  them  break  it  by  compliances,  if  the 
demands  of  their  workmen  are  reafonable ;  in 
other  cafesi  by  perfuafion  and  jirgument,  nr 

ther  than  by  legal  means  j  or,  if  legal  pro-r 
ceedings  become  neceflary,  by  the  feweft  and 
the  mildeft.  And  when  the  men  have  rer 
turned  to  their  duty,  let  all  refentment  be 
diiinifled. 

(ooo)  The  obje£l  of  a  late  very  extenfive  and  long  con« 
tinued  combination  among  the  workmen  of  Manchcftec 
was  to  compel  their  mailers  to  agree  not  to  take  above  a 
limited  nimfiber  of  journeymen.  They  refufed  to  work 
for  any  mafter  who  would  not  accede  to  their  propofal  | 
and  eflabflilhed  a  fund  by  fubfcription  for  the  fupport  of 
fuch  of  their  number  as  were  turned  out  of  employ  for 
entering  into  the  combination.  They  were  known  by  die 
s^pellation  of  Nob  Sticks ;  and  kept  their  fund  at  the 
diftance  of  fome  nules  from  Manchefter.  The  diflblution 
of  the  confederacy,  I  believe,  was  haftened  by  fome  of 
the  party  beti^ying  the  public  caufe^  and  rumiing  away 
ivitb  the  badi.  ^ 

Experience 


r 
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Experience  feems  to  fhew  the  neceffity  of 
particularly  impreijiqg  on  manufadlurers  thole 
irem^rks,  which  in  the  introduftory  part  of 
this  chapter  were  ^ddreflcd  to  traders  in  gene- 
ral, on  the  duty  of  adding  on  principles  of 
Vnivcrfal  benevolence,  and  with  an  upright 
regard  to  the  public  goQd,  in  all  applications  to 
Parliament.    Many  of  the  laws  and  regulations 
which,  to  ufe  the  ftrong  expreflions  of  Dr. 
Smith,  ^*  the  avidity  of  our  great  manufaftu? 
♦*  rers  has  extorted  from  the  Legiflature,'*  to- 
gether with  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  ex-r 
ifling  fyilem  of  bounties,  drawbacks,  duties, 
and  prohibitions,  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of 
favouring  the  productions  of  Great  Britain, 
Caufe  the  mod  lamentable  effedts  in  a  moral 
light  by  the  fmuggling,  the  frauds,  and  the 
multiplicity  pf  falfe  oaths  to  which  they  need«r 
lefsly  give  pccafion ;  involve  numerous  and 
extravagant  facrifices  of  particular  clafTes  of 
citizens  to  other  claffes;  and  are  extremely  de- 
trimental to  the  general  interefts  of  this  coun- 
try, and  to  the  improvement  of  commerce 
throughout  the  world  (///).    And  the  (btiites 

{ffip)  Among  other  parts  of  the  **  Wealth  of  Nations'* 
relating  to  this  fubje£l,  the  whole  of  the  eighth  chapter  of 
iht  fourth  book  deferve;  the  utmoft  attention. 

enadted 


4IO         ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PERSONS 

cnafted  at  the  inftigation  of  the  proprietors 
of  manufactories  to  reftrain  the  working  arti- 
fan,  whofe  knowledge  and  induftry  are  his 
own,  from  quitting  the  kingdom,  and  fettling 
in  other  countries  where  he  may  forefee  a 
fairer  profpedt  of  emolument  for  hipcifelf 
and  his  family,  are  in  a  high  degree  partial, 
rigorous,  and  oppreffive.  Let  an  upright,  wife 
and  liberal  policy  annul  every  law  defigned 
to  preclude  any  Britifli  fubjedt  from  fixing  in 
that  part  of  the  globe,  wherever  it  may  be, 
which  holds  out  to  him  the  faireft  profpeft 
of  happinefs.     Let  the  Legiflature   bind  the 

artifan  to  his  native  foil  by  rendering  his  ftay 
defirable  to  him ;  not  by  making  his  departure 
difficult.  Let  it  ftrive  to  convince  him,  by 
Its  foftering  protedion  of  every  branch  of 
honed  and  ufeful  commerce,  and  by  the  ge- 
neral equity  and  wifdom  of  its  ftatutes,  that 
Great  Britain  is  the  land  in  which  the  rewards 
of  induftry  are  to  be  acquired  with  the  greateft 
cafe,  and  enjoyed  with  the  moft  durable  fe- 
curity. 

The  manufadlurer  who  (hall  hereafter  apply 
to  Parliament  for  any  law  liable  to  fimilar  Ob- 

jedlions. 
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jeftions,  will  be  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of 
augmenting  this  enormous  mafs  of  moral  and 
political  evil.  But  every  manufailurer  (hares 
in  the  criminality  of  the  evil  already  cxifting, 
who  does  not  heartily  and*  adlively  concur  in 
every  reafbnable  attempt  for  its  diminution. 

The  wealthy  manufacturer  may  alfo  be 
cautioned  againft  that  extravagant  and  luxu- 
rious mode  of  living,  which  too  frequently 
attends  fuperior  opulence.  Neither  a  moderate 
and  unoftentatious  conformity  to  thofe  ctif^ 
toms  and  habits,  as  far  as  they  are  innocent, 
nor  a  reafonable  indulgence  in  thofe  comforts, 
which  are  become  almoft  neceffary  in  the  eye* 
of  the  world  to  the  wealthy,  is  here  reproved. 
That  alone  is  meant  to  be  cenfured  which 
partakes  of  pride,  of  prodigality,  or  of  intem- 
perance. To  thefe  excefles  the  great  mer- 
chant may  be  thought  under  flronger  tempt- 
ations than  the  manufacturer.  He  who 
commands  the  commodities  wrought  and  un- 
wrought  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  who 
obtains,  by  means  of  his  veflels  and  his  com- 
mercial  connexions,  foreign  luxuries  of  every 
kind  with  almofl  as  little  trpubie  as  a  private 
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individual  procures  neceflaries  from  the  fhop» 
may  feem  of  all  men  the  moft  likely  to  exhi-. 
bit  vanity  and  profufion  in  the  fplendour  of 
his  houfe,  in  the  parade  of  his  attendants, 
and  in  the  delicacies  of  his  table.  In  the 
prefent  ftate  however  of  this  country,  every 
man  who  can  piay  for  luxuries  can  eafily  pro- 
cure them.  In  fome  refpefts  indeed  the  mer- 
chant  and  the  manufadlurer,  fuppofing  them 
to  be  equally  wealthy,  may  be  equally  tempted 
to  fall  into  the  errors  in  queflion.  Both  ar^ 
much  accuftomed  to  refide  in  great  towns* 
where  oflentatious  and  voluptuous  modes  of 
living  are  contradcd  by  habit  aiQd  inflamed 
by  example.  Both  are  accuflomed  to  have  a 
very  large  portion  of  their  capital  p^^f^  through 
their  hands  every  year  j  and  thence  are  led 
into  the  habit  of  difrcgarding  expences,  the 
amount  of  which  would  alarm  men  of  equal 
property  who  annually  receive  only  the  rent 
of  their  eftates.  And  both  look  forward, 
not  like  great  landrowners  merely  to  the  per- 
manence of  their  prefent  poiTeflions,  but  to  a 
continual  and  rapid  accumulation  of  riches. 
|n  other  refpeds  the  manufaifturer  feems  more 
cxpofed  to  temptation  than  the  merchant.    He 

I  f  has 
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has  rifen  more  frequently  than  the  dther  from 
fmali  beginnings  to  fudden  opulence ;  and  is 
in  confequence  likely  to  feel  a  peculiar  grati- 
fication   in    difplaying  his  newly  acquired 
fplendour.    He  has  not  fo  commonly  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  having  his  mind  improved, 
and  his  views  of  things  correfked,  by  a  liberal 
education.     He  encounters  more  frequently 
than  the  merchant  the  ariftocratic  prejudices 
and  the  envious  contempt  of  neighbouring 
peers  -and  country  gentlemen,  proud  of  their 
rank  and  ancieitt-  family,  who  even  in  thefe 
days  occafionally  difgrace  themfelves  by  look- 
ing down  on  the  man  raifed  by  merit  and  in- 
duftry  from  obfcurity  to  eminence ;  and  thus 
is  excited  to  outvie  them  in  magnificence  and 
luxury.     Let  his  circumfpeddon  then  be  pro- 
portioned  to  the  many  temptations  which  fur- 
round  him. 

Some   manufaftures,   from  the  nature  of 

the  procefles  ufed  in  them,  and  the  various 

inventions  and  contrivances  requifite  for  fub- 

duing  refraftory  materials,  lead  to  difcoveriea 

of  importance  in  natural  philofophy.    To  this^ 

tendency  of  hia  occupation  the  enlightened 

manu- 
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manufafturer  will  ever  be  awake.  And  let 
him  not  content  himfelf  with  pufhing  his  re- 
fearches  folely  as  far  as  they  have  an  immediate 
reference  to  his  particular  manufadhire.  Let 
him  cultivate  afpirit  of  general  enquiry :  let  him 
attend  to  the  intereft  of  univerfal  fcience.  Let 
him  employ  a  portion  of  his  leifure  in  purfu-* 
ing  to  beneficial  conclufions  thofe  hints  which 
the  courfe  of  his  bufinefs  has  incidentally  fug- 
gefted  [qqq) ;  and  in  carrying  on  thofe  in- 
veftigations  into  the  principles  and  properties 
of  bodies  which  may  difclofe  new  comforts 
of  life,  expand  the  human  mind,  increafethc 
flock  of  rational  knowledge,  and  evince  the 
power,  the  wifdom,  and  the  goodnefs  of  God. 

(qqq)  S.everal  manufafturers  have  a£lually  diftinguiflicJ 
thcmfclves  by  zeal  and  ability  in  philofophic  purfuits ;  and 
none  more  than  the  late  Mr.  Wedgwood.  His  thermo- 
meter for  meafuring  high  degrees  of  heat  is  one  of  the 
moft  ufeful  difcovcries  of  modern  fcience. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PRIVATE  GENTLEMEN. 

f 

I 

I  HE  perfons  held  immediately  in  view  in 
the  fubfequent  pages  are  private  individuals 
who  follow  no  profeflion,  and  live  upon  the 
annual  incomes  of  their  eftates.  But  the  duties 
which  are  about  to  be  ftated  as  incumbent  oa 
men  of  this  defcription,  are  fo  far  from  being 
peculiar  to  them;  that  they  are,  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  de^qe^  common  to  almoft  every  indi- 
vidual, belonging  to  any  one  of  the  clafles  and 
prof eflions.  which  have  formed  the  fubjeds  of 
the  preceding  chapters.  For  the  purpofe  of 
avoiding  the  endlefs  repetitions,  which  mull 
have  arifen,  had  thefe  general  duties  been 
noticed  and  enforced  in  each  particular  cafe ; 
filence :  has  hitherto  been  obferved  refpeding 
them.  The  reader  therefore,  whatever  may 
be  his  rank  or  occupation,  is  requeftcd  to  look. 

upon 
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upon  the  prefent  chapter  as  dlredlj  addrefled 
to  himfelf* 

■ 

Private  gentlemen  may  be  eonfideted  tiildef 
the  following  charadiers :  firft,  as  land-owners} 
fecondly,  as  invefted  with  various  offices  and 
trulls  of  a  public  nature ;  and  thirdly,  as  bound 
to  the  performance  of  numerous  private  and 
domeilic  duties* 

L  The  duties  incumbent  on  private  gentle* 
men^  principally  or  altogether  in  confequentitf  * 
of  their  being  poflefled  of  landed  property,  wilt 
be  mentioned  in  the  firft  place.  Thefe  duties 
refult  partly  from  the  adual  power  which  the 
landlord  enjoys  over  his  eftates,  ^^d  the  tenants 
who  occupy  them  ;  and  partly  fit>m  the  in« 
fiuence  which  the  pofleinon  of  thofe  eftates 
gives  to  him  in  their  neighboxithood,  eveif 
over  perfons  who  are  not  his  immediate^  dt^ 
pendents.  In  fome  cafes  the  operation  of  thefe 
two  caufes  will  be  fo  blended,  that  their  fepa-* 
rate  effisdts  cannot  eafily  be  diflinguifbed.  The 
confequent  duties  however  wifi  ctdt  on:  that 
account  be  the  lefs  apparent. 
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To  encourage  a  race  of  upright,  fkilful,  aad 
induftrious  tenants,  is  one  of  the  firft  duties  of 
a  private  gentleman ;  whether  he  confults  his 
own  intereft,  or  the  general  welfaje  of  the 
community.  The  due  cultivation  of  the 
ground,  by  which  expreffion  I  mean  the  ex- 
trading  from  the  earth  the  greateft  poffible 
quantity  of  the  moft  valuable  produce  which 
it  can  be  made'^permanently  to  afford,  obvi-^ 
oufly  renders  the  iargeft  profits  to  the  owner. 
And  at  the  fame  time  it  promotes  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuoufly  the  good  of  the  ftate ;  firft,  by  aug- 
menting the  quantity  and  reducing  the  price 
of  provifions,  or  of  commodities  which  may 
be  exchanged  for  provifions,  and  thus  contri- 
buting to  the  fettlement  of  families  and  the 
increafe  of  population  :  and  fecondly,  by  fur- 
nifhing  all  its  inhabitants  with  conftant  and 
growing  employment,  and  thus  preventing 
the  vices  and  diforders  which  derive  their  ori- 
gin from  idlenefs.  The  firft  ftep  requifite  for 
the  attsdnment  of  this  great  objed,  is  for  the 
proprietor  to  render  himfclf  well  acqUainte4 
with  the  nature  and  value  of  hie  eftat^;  tak- 
ing  into  the  account  all  circumftanc^s  of  fituar 
tion ;  of  diftauce  &oai*  xQarkets,  from  navi^ 

vox.  !!•  E  e,  gable 
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gable  rivers  and  canals,  and  from  materials 
neceflary  for  improvement;  and  of  liability 
to  droughts  or  inundations,  by  which  their  in- 
trinfic  worth  is  affedted.      Proceeding,   thus 
qualified,  to  adjuft  the  rent  of  each  farm,  he 
will  not  haftily  grafp  at  the  higheft  payment 
named  by  fome  rapacious  furveyor,  who  feeks 
to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  landlord  by  ex- 
actions on  the  tenant ;  but  will  affix  Aich  a 
fum  as  may  fairly  be  deemed,  when  all  things 
are  confidered,  an  equitable  return  from  the 
occupier  for  the  ufe  of  the  foil,     A  moderate 
rent  is   the  moft  beneficial  to   both  parties. 
Where  the  rent  is  too  low,  the  owner  lofes  a 
portion  of  what  he  might  reafonably  demand  j 
the  farmer  becomes  indolent;  no  improvements 
are  puflied  forward;  for  want  of  exertion  to 
make  things  better,  every  thing  grows  worfe; 
the  buildings  fall  into  decay ;  and  the  ground 
continually  relapfes  towards  a  ftate  of  nature. 
If  the  rent  is  exorbitant,  ihould  intelligent  te- 
nants be  induced  to  venture  on  the  bargain  by 

unwillingnefs  to  quit  a  farm  which  has  long 
beentoccupied  by  their  family,  by  prediledtion 
for  the  neighbourhood,  by  the  difficulty  of 

meeting  with  another  place  of  fettleaxeAt|  by 

II     -'  an 
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in  over- weening  confidence  that  times  will  be 
good,  or  by  a  rational  dread  of  the  expences 
and  inconveniences  of  removing ;  they  proba- 
bly quit  it  in  the  end  with  lofs  to  the  landlord 
.  as  well  as  to  themfelves.    The  farm  comes  into 
the  hands  of  needy  or  ignorant  adventurers, 
who  enter  uppn  it  for  a  few  years  as  a  fort  of 
lottery,  exhauft  it  by  forcing  from  it  fome  ex- 
travagant crops,  and  then  fuddenly  quit  it,  per- 
haps greatly  in  arrears.     Or  if  that  is  not  the 
cafe,  the  landlord  pays  dearly  for  his  fhort- 
lived  gains,  by  having  a  ruined  eftate  lying  un- 
tenanted upon  his  hands,  and  finally  fetting  it 
afrefh  at  little  more  than  half  the  former  price. 
Reafonable  payments,  whatever  be,  their  na- 
ture, are  always  found  in  the  end  to  be  the 
beft  paid,  and  with  the  greateft  cheerfulnefs. 
With  regard  to  the  receipt  of  rents,  let  not 
the  landlord  harafs  deferving  and  fubftantial 
farmers,  and  expofe  bimfelf  to  the  unjuft  fufpi- 
cion  of  penury  or  avarice,  by  rigidly  exadling 
them  the  moment  they  are  due.     Neither,  on 
the  contrary,  though  he  fhould  have  no  occa- 
fion  for  the  money,  let  him  permit  large  arrears 
to  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  his  tenants;  a 
pra(3;ice,  which  would  lead  them  to  careleff- 

E  e  2  nefs 
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nefs  in  providing  for  payment  at  the  propef 
times,  and  to  lavifh  expenditure  of  fums  not 
their  own  ;  and  would  fubjedl  them,  or  their 
families  after  their  deceafe,  to  diftrefs  and  diffi- 
culties, whenever  the  debt  (hould  be  fuddenly 
called  in. 

On    the  principles  which    have  been  laid 
down,  the  land-owner  is  bound  to  take  proper 
care  that  his  eftates,  while  in  the  occupation  of 
others^  do  not  fuffer  by  their  negle<3:.    He  will 
a£t  therefore  in  a  very  laudable  as  well  as  pru- 
dent manner,  in   f^fcuring,  by  fome  general 
provifions  and  covenants,  due  management  and 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  tenant;  and  in  em- 
ploying faithful  and  upright  agents  to  fee  that 
the  agreements  are  punftually  fulfilled,  and  the 
building6,  fences,  and  roads  belonging  to  the 
lands  maintained  in  fubftantial  repair.    But  let 
him  beware  of  limiting  the  operations  and 
precluding  the  exertions  of  the  cultivator  of 
the  foil,  by  ftipulations  founded  on  antient 
prejudices,  noxious  to  agriculture,  and  adyerfc. 
to  the  fjpirit.of  rational  enterprife  and  improve- 
ment.    Let  it  be  his  leading  wilh  to  excite, 
and  cherifh  t^^t  fpirit.     To  attain  this  end,  let 
^^  .    ^  him 

■  ^-.•■■\'-  ^; 


him  in  the  firft  inftance  do  leVet-y  thing  Which 

can  fairly  be  expefled  from  him  tow2irds  pilt^ 
titig  his  farm-hoUfes  into  si  decent  condition, 
and  rendering  the  fituation  df  their  inhabitants 
comfot-table.  Wheire  expeiifive  tindertakings 
are  neceflary  for  the  purpofe  of  draining  or  im- 
proving the  ground,  let  him  encourage  thfe 
hefitating  tenant  to  accomplifh  it,  by  bearing 
fome  part  of  the  original  charge.  Let  him  in- 
troduce, as  opportunities  permit,  from  diftadt 
jparts  6f  thd  country^  and  diftribute^o  the  more 
a<9:iVd  of  his  tehants,  ftedfe  of  grafles  and  other 
valuable  if>lflnt8  unknown  in  his  neighbourhood; 
and  communicate  new  methods  {a)  of  cultivat- 
ing 

{a)  The  general  mode  of  employing  the  land  in  any 
particular  diftrift,  whether  it  be  pafturage  or  tillage,  will 
be  that  which  from  local  circumftances  is  deemed  the  moH 
profitable  i  and  therefore  can  feldom  be  altered,  even  in 
eafe^  where  a  change  is  defirable,  by  the  influence  of  the 
landlord,  unlefs  he  calls  in  ihe  aid  of  pofjitive  flipulations. 
As  far  as  local  eircumftances  permit,  the  influence  of  the 
landlord  will  be  moft  ufefully  exerted  in  promoting  til^ 
fage.  For  tiHage  is  that  method  of  ufing  the  foil,  which 
makes  the  largeft  addition  to  the  ftock  of  human  fubfift* 
ence^  and  gives  regular  employment  to  the  greateft  number 
pf  labottting  poor ;  and  thus  contributes  to  promote,  in  a 
more  diredt  ^nd  cflicacipus  manner  th^n  any  other  branch 

E  e  3  of 
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ing  thofe  already  known,  when  the  fuperior  uti^     *' 
lity  of  the  change  has  been  eftabliflied  by  ex- 
perience.    In  fome  cafes,  a  landlord  may  ef- 
fect an  eflential  reform  in  the  management  of 
farms,  by  inviting  from  other  quarters  of  the 
kingdom  perfons  Ikilled  in   improved  modes 
of  culture,  and  placing  them  as  examples  to 
the  reft  of  his  tenants.    Their  novel  pra^ices 
will  be  decried  for  a  time  :  but  when  the  ad- 
vantage of  them  is  permanently  difcemed,  the 
mbft  inveterate  prepofleffions^will  give  way  to 
the  powerful  incitements  of  intereft.     Where 
this  method  of  proceeding  is  ineligible,  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  fimilar  benefits  may  be 
enfured  by  judicious  improvements  pradifed 
by  the  proprietor  himfelf  on  the  land  which 
he  retains  in  his  own  occupation.   A  common 
farmer  can  rarely  be  expeded  to  deviate  much 
of  his  own  accord  from  the  beaten  track.    At 
every  ftep  which  he  takes,  he  has  his  owo 
rooted  habits  and  prejudices  to  overcome  :  he 
has  to  encounter  the  derifion  of  all  his  neigh- 
hours  and  companions  ;  if  he  fucqeeds,  he  is 

of  rural  oeconortiy,  the  two  fundamental  objefts  alreadf 
recommended — ^the  increafe  of  population,  and  the  in-i 
terefts  of  morality. 

aflurcd 
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aflured  that  the  fuccefs  was  owing  to  chance, 
and  will  never  happen  again :  if  he  fails,  he  is 
told  that  he  receives  the  merited  punifhment  of 
his  folly.  Add  to  thefe  things,  that  he  will 
generally  be  too  wary  to  hazard  the  lofs  of 
money  and  labour,  which  muft  attend  an  un* 
fortunate  experiment.  But  the  procefs,  which 
he  perceives  to  anfwer  in  his  landlord's  field, 
he  will  foon  learn  to  hope  may  fuccced  at  leaft 
as  well  in  his  own  {6).  It  muft  however  be 
remembere  J,  that  the  ftrongeft  inducement, 
which  a  pcrfon  can  have  to  employ  his  time 
atxd  his  capital  in  making  beneficial  improve- 
ments of  any  kind,  is  reafonable  fecurity  that 
he  fhall  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour.  Such 
fecurity  is  required  with  peculiar  juftice,  when 
the  improvements  are  to  be  made  on  the  pro- 
perty of  another*    The  moft  obvious  mode  of 

(^)  Local  focieties  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture 
deferve  the  countenance  and  patronage  of  pri/ate  gentle- 
men. By  the  premiums  which  they  beftow,  and  the  in- 
formation which  they  circulate,  they  excite  exertion,  and 
diffufe  ufeful  knowledge,  aniong  pra£iical  farmers  and 
huflbandmen.  And  their  utility  is  increafed  by  their 
frequent  praftice  of  giving  rewards  to  thofe  who  have 
lived  long  in  the  fame  fervice,  or  have  brought  up  a  nu- 
merous family  without  parochial  aid* 

E  e  4  affording 
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affording  it  to  the  farmer  is  by  Icafes ;  which| 
under  proper  regulations,  are  on  this  ground 
very  conducive  to  the  progrefs  of  agriculture* 
and  fhould  be  granted  by  the  landlord  in  all 
cafes,  when  it  can  be  done  with  prudence. 
When  family  fettlements,  entails,  or  other  cir- 
cumftances  render  it  imprafticable  or  unadvif- 
able  for  the  proprietor  to  confign  his  eftate  to 
the  occupier  for  a  definite  number  of  years; 
his  general  conduct  and  character,  if  be  r^u- 
lates  his  life  by  principles  of  duty,  will  be  a 
pledge  to  his  tenants  that  no  unfair  advantage 
will  be  made  of  their  exertions,  either  by  dif- 
miffing  them,  or  raifing  their  rents,  the  mo* 
ment  they  have  increafed  the  value  of  their 
farms:  a  pledge,  it  is  true,  fo  far  unfatisfadory 
as  it  guarantees  them  only  during  his  own  lifcj 
yet  one,  that  willcommonly  prove  fufficient  for 
them  to  a£t  upon  to  a  certain  degree.  They  will 
difcover  in  the  proceedings  of  fuch  a  landlord  a 
fteady  and  unive«"fal  regard  to  the  rulesof  equity 
and  benevolence.  They  will  find  themfclvesic* 
ceiving  from  him  every  mark  of  attention  and 
good-rwill  which  their  behaviour  merits.  They 
will  fee  him  continuing  the  fons  and  nephews  of 
deferving  tenants,  whenever  it  is  feafible  with- 
out 
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out  material  hazard,  iu  the  place  of  their  rela<r 
dons;  ihewingienitf  in  exa(9:ing  arrears  from 
thofe  who  fcwe  beeii  deprefled  by  unavoidable . 
misforttsoes,  .and  iiberalky  in  relieying  fuch  as 
Aiftain  heavy  loffes  by  foes,  tempefts,  or  coo^ 
tagion.    They  will  have  learned  by  experience 
that,  when  he  has  called  for  an  augmentation 
of  rent,  it  has  not  been  in  confequcnce  df  one 
or  -two  harvefts  of  fmgular   but   accidental 
^bufidamce,  nor  on  fudbi  terms  as  would  de- 
fraud the  farmer  of  an  ample  return  for  the 
iums  which  he^  had  expended;  but  that  it  has 
been  demanded  wholly  from  a  well-grounded 
conviftion  of  a^ncral  rife  in  the  value  of  the 
produdtions  of  the  earth;}  or  in  CDnfequence'  of 
local  circumftanoes  fidly  juilifying  the  increafe 
of  payment  required ;  aod  that  it  has  been  aci- 
jufted,  not  by  aQ  uniform  pound-rate  fweeping 
over  a  whole  diftri6):,  and  thus  falling  moft 
lightly  on  the  beft  lands  and  heavieft  on  the 
word,  bi|t  in  due  proportion  to  the  exifting 
worth  of  each  particularfarm,  and  with  a  fit  re-^ 
gard  to  the  (hare  which  the  occupier  has  had  in 
bringing  it  to  its  prefent  flate.    They  will  have 
obferved,  that  in  raiting  his  rents  he  has  ftudi^ 
ouily  borne  [in  mixid,  that  a  (mall  advance, 

however 
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however  juft,  would  often  prove  a  heavy  bur. 
then  to  old  and  infirm  cottagers ;  and  that  he 
has  in  thofe  cafes  abftained  from  requring  it, 
until  on  the  death  of  the  antient  occupiers  their 
place  has  been  filled  by  a  new  tenant.     They 
will  not  have  feen  fuch  a  landlord  depopulat- 
ing the  country,  and  turning  multitudes  of  in- 
duftrious  poor   adrift,    by  converting  half  a 
parifh  into  an  immenfe  fheepwalk,  which  no 
longer  affords  occupation  to  a  twentieth  pait 
'  of  the  former  inhabitants  ;  nor  by  combining 
many  fmall  farms  into  a  few  of  great  fize, 
that  he  may  efcape  the  expence  of  repsdrs,  or 
fave  himfelf  and  his  agent  the  trouble  of  at- 
tending to  petty  accounts.  They  will  not  have 
feen   him   unmindful  of  the  welfare  of  the 
infirm  and  difabled,  nor  of  the  children  of  the 
loweft  clafles,  not  even  in  thofe  villages  and 
hamlets  where  his  moft  diftant  property  lies ; 
but  will  have  witneffed  his  zeal  in  promoting, 

both  by  advice  and  by  contributions,  the 
cftablifhraent  of  friendly  focieties  for  the 
relief  of  the  former,  and  of  weekly  and 
Sunday  fchoo!s  for  the  inftrudtion  of  the 
latter.  They  will  not  have  feen  him  re- 
gardlefs  of  virtue  and  vice  in  the  charaSer 

of 
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of  his  tenants  j  nor  indifcriminately  beftow- 
ing  the  fame  favours  and  countenance  on  the 
profligate  and  on  the  good.  In  a  landlord  of 
this  defcription,  what  confidence  may  they 
not  place  ?  - 

In  fome  diftrifls,  lands  are  very  generally 
let  on  lives  at  fmall  annual  rents,  perhaps  not 
exceeding  one  tenth  or  even  one  twentieth  of 
the  real  value,  in  confideration  of  the  pay- 
ment of  an  arbitrary  fine  upon  each  renewaL 
The  confequences  of  this  fyftem  are  in  feve- 
ral  refpeds  prejudicial  to  all  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  it.     To  fpeak  in  the  firft  place  of 
the  owner.     His  eftate  is  thus  rendered  a  fort 
of  lottery  to  him.     What  his  income  in  the 
prefent  or  in  any  other  year  will  be,  he  knows 
not.     His  fixed  income  is  trifling;  anrd  he 
looks  to  the  refource  of  large  but  precarious 
fines.  Hence  it  frequently  happens  that,  unlefs 
he  both  calculates  well,  and  ads  delibei:ately 
and  fl:eadily  on  principles  of  duty,  he  runs 
out.     When  fines  come  in  brilkly,  he  fpcnds 
proportionally.     When  they  are  fcanty,   he 
borrows,  and  trufl:s  to  the  contingences  of 
jmother  year.    If  he  is  ftill  a  young  man,  and 

has 
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has  recently  obtained  pofleffion  of  the  eftate, 
he  is  in  the  greater  danger  of  overftepping  ihe 
limits  of  prudence.     Further,    the  owner  is 
uoder  a  coQllant  temptation  to  accept  for  the 
renewal  of  th?  leafe  a  fmaller  fine  than  he 
ought  to  receive.     He  is  in  want  of  money* 
Tlie   tenaot   makes  a  difadvantageous  offer, 
with  an  intimation  that,  if  it  fhould  be  rt^ 
jeded,  he  means  to  hold  the  land  during  the 
life  or  lives  y^t  remaining,  and  then  to  relin* 
qui(h  it.     The  other  is  tempted  by  the  prof- 
peGt  of  an  immediate  fupply  for  his  necefli- 
ties.     He  forefees  that,  if  he  fhould  refufe  the 
fum  propofed,  he  may  never  have  the  option 
of  another.     He  recolledts  that  the  chances 
of  lives  are  fo  uncertain,  that  to  accept   it, 
inadequate    as    it   appears,    may  poflibly  be 
proved  by  the  event  to  have  been  a  lucrative 
fpeculation.     Ilius  he  is  liable  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  a  cool  and  artful  tenant  in  poflef- 
fion.    Let  us  in  the  next  place  confider  the 
fituation  of  the  ad):ual  tenant  already  men- 
tioned ;  who,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  country 
to  which  thefe  obfervations  principally  refer,- 
very  frequently  lets  the  land  to  an  under- 
tenant, inflead  of  occupying  it  himfelf.     He 

haa 
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has  It  in  his  choice  either  to  adopt  the  courfe 
of  endeavCHiring  to  make  cheap  renewals ;  or 
of  fuffering  the  lives  to  drop,  while  in  the 
mean  time  he  extrads  jevery  poffible  advan- 
tage out  of  the  eftate.     The  latter  plan  is  not 
feldom  followed;    and   is  affirmed  by  fome 
computers  to   be  the  molt  profitable.      For 
the  confequent  dilapidations  and  breaches  of 
^^eement,  the  #wner  generally  finds  it  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  an  adequate  remedy :  as  thirty)? 
or  forty  years  may  elapfe  before  all  the  lives 
in  the  leafe  are  concluded,  and  the  original 
condition  of  the  eilate  at  the  commencement 
of  the  term  cannot  eafily  be  afcertained  with 
preqifion.      This  tenant,  however,   whether 
he  is  or  is  not  the  occupier  of  the  land,  lives 
as  it  were  on  the  profits  of  a  lottery.     The 
time  during  which  the  eftate  may  continue 
with  him  is  uncertain.     If  he  meditates  re- 
newals, he  ought  regularly  to  make  due  pro* 
vifion  for  fine^  indefinite    in  their  amount, 
and  teourring .  at  no  ftated  periods;.    This  de^ 
gr^e  offoifefighti  if  he  is  n«t  of  a^yety  fteady 
mia4,  he  will  not:  exhibit  in  paflioe;  if  he; 
exhibits  it.qciJ^  hft  will  probajl)ly  be  reduocdi 
ultwj^iply  tft^  4?^efJu    If  hft  j^sonita.  all  thei 
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lives  to  drop,  he  lofes  at  once  a  very  lucrative 
tenure.     Let  us,  in  the  laft  place,  fuppofe  an 
under-tenant  to  be  the  occupier.     The  middle 
man,  having  no  ilable  intereft  in  the  land^ 
is  neither  competent  nor/olicitous  to  continue 
the  pofleflion  of  the  premifes  to  his  under- 
tenant during  the  life  of  the  latter,  much  lefs 
to  his  fon  or  nephew  after  him ;  but  lets  them 
for  a  fhort  term  of  years  by  public  audion. 
The  under-tenant,  having  no  affurance,  real 
or  probable,  of  holding  the  eftate  beyond  this 
period,  fqueezcs  and  wrings  it  to  the  utmoft; 
particularly  when  his  term  draws  towards  its 
clofe.     Yet  he  is  often  ruined  by  taking  it  at 
too  high  a  rate.     Being  driven  from  his  for- 
mer farm,  and  imprefled  with  the  importance 
of  being    fpeedily  fettled  upon  another,  '  he 
bids  incautibufly.     Inflamed  perhaps  by  the 
fumes  of  liquor,  and  aflfuredly  ilimulated  by 
the  competition  of  eager  fpeculators  on  the 
one  hand ;  and  on  the  other,  (as  under  the 
fyftem  in  queftion  the  tenantry  of  the  country 
is  in  a  flate  of  perpetual  change,)  of  num- 
bers difpoflefled  like  himfelf ;  he  embarks  in  a 
lottery  depending  on  feafons,  and  prices,  and 
fimilar  uncertainties:  and,  Uke  other  adven* 

turers^ 


PRIVATE   GfiNTLEMElC.  4^i 

^  turefs,  trufts  to  his  good  luck,  and  "  drawa 
**  too  largely  on  fortune,"  His  mifconduft 
alfo  afFe<fls  the  owner,  by  injuring  the  eftate. 
The  evil  falls  particularly  on  the  buildings. 
The  middle  man,  having  no  durable  concern 
in  them,  will  do  little  for  their  fupport.  The 
occupier  is  content  to  pafs  his  fliort  term  in  a 
poor  hut.  Hence  the  farm-houfes  very  com- 
monly are  feen  to  become  fuch  as  farmers  in 

other  quarters  of  the  kingdom  would  not  in-* 
habit.  The  charader  of  the  people  is  alfo 
deteriorated  by  the  ftate  of  things  around 
them.  In  different  places  circumftances  may 
cxift,  which  mitigate  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs 
degree  the  natural  confequences  of  the  mode 
of  tenure  which  has  here  been  examined  in 
detail.  But  it  is  manifeftly  a  mode  whicl^ 
ought  to  be  difcouraged.  I  know  of  but  two 
arguments  which  are  alleged  in  its  behalfl 
They  are  intended  to  prove  it  beneficial  to  the 
owner.  It  is  faid,  firft ;  that  the  tenant,  na- 
turally  defirous  of  a  pecuUumy  and  regarding 
an  eftate  held  on  lives  nearly  in  that  light^ 
will  give  the  landlord  a  higher  rent  than  could 
be  obtained  on.  any  other  mode  of  teuure. 
And,  fecondly  J  that  a  wealthy  ten^^t .  is  fomer 

times 
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times  known  to  expend  confiderable  Aims  in 
buildings  and  other  improvements,  to  the  uki* 
mate  emolument  of  the  owner.    On  the  former 

of  thole  arguments  it  mud  be  obierved,  that 
in  this  age  it  is  never  dii&cult  to  fet  land  on 
the  common  modes  of  tenure  at  its  full  value* 
By  the  method,  therefore,  in  queftion,  more 
than  the  full  value  is  procured  The  mora- 
lity of  fuch  a  ftep  will  not  be  maintained 
The  fecond  argument  in  like  manner  proceeds 
on  the  principle  of  fyftematically  drawing  ad- 
vantage  from  the  eagemefs  and  improvidence 
of  the  tenant 

In  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  modes  of 
tenure  and  eftabliflied  cuftoms  not  yet  noticed 
exift,  which  on  various  occafions  prove  great 
difcouragements  to  induftry,  building,  and 
other  improvements.  Of  this  nature  are  im- 
propriated tithes,  fines  on  the  transfer  of 
copyholds,  heriots  on  the  death  of  the  pof- 
feflbr,  perfonal  fervices  entailed  on  the  tenant 
from  the  times  of  feudal  vaffalage  (particu- 
larly fome  ftill  fubfifting  in  Scotland,  and 
even  in  fome  of  the  northern  parts  of  Eng* 
land),  and  other  manerial  rights  of  a  fimilat 

15  nature. 
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nature.  The  land-owner  will  commonly^ro- . 
mote  his  own  intereft,  no  lefs  than  the  com- 
fort of  others,  by  freeing  the  parties  concerned, 
on  fair  terms,  from  thefe  obnoxious  payments 
and  burthenfome  ufages.  In  the  cafe  of  he- 
riots  in  particular,  his  feelings  will  ftrongly 
prompt  him  to  commute  an  arbitrary  right, 
by  the  exercife  of  which  additional  and  fre- 
quently very  grievous  diftrefs  is  heaped  upon 
the  furviving  inhabitants  of  the  cottage,  while 
the  late  occupier  is  lying  dead  in  the  midft  of 
them.  Heriots  are  alfo  obje£tionable  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  as  they  create  tempta- 
tions to  the  praftice  of  making  coUufive  tranf- 
^  fers  of  property ;  in  order  that  the  choice  pic- 
tures and  other  rich  moveables  of  the  real 
owner  of  the  heriotable  eftate  may  be  fecure, 
on  the  event  of  his  death,  from  the  claims  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor  {d). 

When 

(d)  A  remarkable  mftance  of  this  kind  /ell  within  my 
•wn  knowledge. 

Though  the  opinion  which  I  have  given  ifefpefting  the 
prejudicial  efFedis  of  copyhold  tenures  is  one,  I  believe, 
whicLprevails  widely,  and  is  certainly  confirmed  by  vari- 
ous fails  which  have  occurred  within  my  own  obferva- 
tion;  yet  there  may  be  cales  where  eftablifhed  moderatiop 
*     VOL.  II.  F  f  on 
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When  rights  of  this  nature  muft  be  unavoid- 
ably retained,  the  land-owner  is  in  an  efpecial 
manner  bound  to  obferve  that  they  are  not 
rendered  needlefsly  vexatious  and  oppreffivc 
by  a  hard-hearted  fteward  or  an  unprincipled 

on  the  part  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  together  with  other 
circumftanccs  attending  the  tenure,  may  prevent  the  c?il 
from  being  felt.  Such  a  cafe  appears  to  be  defcribed  in  the 
following  extraft  from  a  letter,  with  which  I  have  been  fa- 
voured, fince  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was  publifhed, 
by  a  Gentleman  of  the  higheft  refpeftability,  and  much 
acquainted  with  copyhold  eftatcs  under  collegiate  manage- 
ment. "  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  fines,  heriots,  and 
**  feniccs  do  not  difcourage  induftry.  A  proof  is,  the 
««  price  which  fuch  tenures  fetch,  when  fold,  Twcnty- 
**  eight  years  for  copyhold  of  inheritance,  and  eighteen 
•*  for  copyhold  on  lives,  was  laft  year  the  conunon  pur- 
**  chafe  among  tenants  themfelves,  in  our  manors.  Wc 
**  afk  no  more  tlian  fourteen  years  for  copies  on  lives;  but 
**  tenants  know  their  value,  and  give  eighteen  among 
•'  themfelves.  It  is  fair  to  conclude  from  this  high  jwice 
*<  that  neither  the  fine,  nor  heriot,  nor  perfonal  attendanoe 
*<  on  a  jury  once,  or  perhaps  twice,  in  a  year,  arc  confi- 
«<  dcred  as  real  grievances,  or  as  prejudicial  to  the  farmer. 
««  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  ad^-antages,  which  mote 
*«  than  compenfate  the  inconveniences.  The  firft  pur- 
**  chafe  is  eafy  when  compared  with  freehold.  The  com- 
"  parativcly  different  fmn  between  the  two  purchafcs 
"  loaves  a  furplus  to  the  copyholder,  which  he  may  turn 
«  to  account  either  in  the  funds,  or  by  ftock  on  the  fann. 
"  The  mode  of  conveyance  is  fimplc.  The  aids  for  le- 
«<  pair  are  profitable." 

attorney. 
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attorney.     It ,  is  requifite  indeed  to  admonifli 
the  proprietor  of  extenfive  eftates,  to  exercife 
in  all  cafes  a  regular  and  vigilant  fuperin- 
tendence  over  the  conduct  of  his  agents.     So 
^much  of  his  bufinefs  muft  of  courfe  be  tranf- 
adted  by  the  latter,  that  they  v\rill  have  conti- 
nual opportunities  of  impofing  on  their  princi- 
pal, if  he  places  a  blind  confidence  in  them,  and 
of  overawing  and  haraffing  his  tenants.     And 
where  their  honefty  is  unqueftionable,  they 
will    yet   contract  various  prejudices  for  or 
againft  this  man  and  that  proceeding;    and 
will  infufe  them,  defignedly  or  undefignedly, 
into  the  mind  of  their  unfufpefting  employer. 
The  only  efFedtual  method  of  avoiding  thefe 
evils  is  for  the  proprietor  occafionally  to  vifit 
his  eftates  himfelf,  and  infpe£t  with  his  own 
eyes  the  fituation  of  them  and  their  occupiers. 
So  much  good  may  be  derived  from  this  prac- 
tice, fuch  an  infight  into  the  exifting  ftate  of 
things,  and  fuch  a  degree  of  perfonal  connec- 
tion with  a  numerous  tenantry,  and  of  influ- 
ence over  them  capable  of  being  turned  to  the 
beft  of  purpofes,  that  neither  averfion  to  trou- 
ble, nor  the  fear  of  being  importuned  with 
teafing  requefts,  nor  any  artificial  obje£bion« 

F  f  2  raifed 
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raifed  by  thofe  whom  pride  or  intcreft  may 
make  defirous  that  fuch  a  ftep  fhould  be  pre- 
vented, ought  to  deter  the  land-owner  from 
adopting  it. 

In  the  management  of  his  eftates,'  the  pro- 
prietor ought  not  to  limit  his  views  in  a  fordid 
and  ungenerous  manner  folely  to  his  own  pri- 
vate  advantage ;  but  fhould  likewife  take  into 
confideration,  in  a  reafonable  degree,  the  bene- 
fit of  thofe  who  are  to  fucceed  him,  whether 
he  has  the  power  of  appointing  them  himfelf, 
or  finds  them  unalterably  fixed  by  the  a£t  of 
his  predeceflbrs.  This  rule  forbids  him  to  be 
niggardly  and  improvident  in  the  article  of  re- 
pairs, for  the  purpofe  of  throwing  the  expence 
on  the  next  generation ;  to  ftrip  the  farms  of 
necefTary  or  thriving  timber,  without  maldng 
any  provifion  for  fupplying  its  place  ;  or  to 
commit  any  kind  of  havock  and  devaftation, 
that  he  may  fill  his  own  coffers  with  the  plun- 
der :  to  grant  leafes  for  an  immoderate  length 
of  time,  or  at  rents  far  below  the  real  value, 
for  the  fake  of  procuring  extravagant  prenu- 
urns  and  fines ;  or  to  alienate  lands  contiguous 
to  the  manfion,  or  on  any  other  accounts  likely 

to 
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to  be  particularly  defirable  to  the  owner  of  it, 
from  motives  of  perfonal  diflike  to  his  heir. 
Let  him  not  grudge  laying  out  large  fums, 
when  he  can  prudently  afford  them,  in  plant- 
ing and  protefting  extenfive  woods,  in  ered- 
ing  machinery  for  mines,  or  in  other  under- 
takings of  manifeft  utility ;  though  it  fhould 
appear  probable,  or  even  certain,  that  emolu- 
ment will  not  refult  from  them  in  his  time; 
In  fliort,  let  him  do  for  his  fucceflbrs  all  that 
he  could  properly  have  wiflied  his  anceftors, 
under  fimilar  circumftances,  to  have  done  for 
him. 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  accommodation  and 
benefit  of  the  public  fhould  be  fludied  by  the 
land-owner.  Let  him  not  contend  for  new 
canals  and  turnpike-roads  merely  becaufe  they 
would  promote  his  own  intereft,  though  likely 
to  be  on  the  whole  ufelefs  or  detrimental; 
neither  let  him  oppofe  their  paffing  through  his 
eflates,  when  they  promife  general  advantages, 
though  in  confequence  of  taking  that  courfe 
they  may  be  attended  with  fome  inconveni- 
ence and  facrifice  to  himfelf.  And  in  confent- 
ing  to  them,  while  he  fhews  a  reafonable  re- 

F  f  3  gard 
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gard  to  his  own  concerns  in  points  of  fufiicient 
magnitude*^  let  him  not  heap  expence  on  the  ^ 
proprietors,  or  injure  the  neighbourhood,  by 
infifting  on  exorbitant  demands,  and  harfh  and 
unneceffary  ftipulations.     On  the  fame  prin- 
ciples let  him  proceed  iii  giving  up  portion? 
of  his  land  for  the  conftrudion  of  dockyards, 
fortifications,  and  other  public  works.     If  his 
property  abounds  in  coal,  lime,  marie,  ftone, 
or  other  valuable  foflil  and  mineral  produc- 
tions ;  let  him  not  combine,  with  other  pro- 
prietors of  the  fame  commodities,  unfairly  to 
keep  jup  their  price  y  nor,  if  he  is  the  fole  pofc 
feffor,  convert  his  monopoly  into  an  inftru- 
ment  of  extortion.     Neither  let  him  rcfufe  tq 
his  neighbours  the  liberty  of  getting  articles  of 
inferior  worth,  as  gravel  or  fand^  on  his  pre- 
mifes,   when  they  cannot  be  commodioufly 
obtained  elfewhere;    even  though  it  ihould 
happen  that  the  compenfation  which  he  rcr 
ceives  fcarcely  proves  an  equivalent,  in  confc- 
quence  of  little  attendant  inconveniences  not 
fafily  to  be  eftimated  in  the  price. 

By  the  fame  difinterefted  motives  let  him 
be  actuated  in  forwarding  or  in  refifting  the 

inclofure 
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inelofure  of  open  fields  and  commons.  And 
in  fettling  the  terms  and  mode  of  effet^ing 
them,  let  him  not  ufe  the  influence  which  he 
poflefles,  to  overawe  the  inferior  land-owners 
and  claimants  into  a  compliance  With  unjufti^ 
^fiable  meafures  of  his  own.  Let  him  not 
force  upon  them  a  folicitor,  or  furveyor, 
likely  to  adl  partially  on  his  behalf;  nor  ag-^ 

gravate  the  expence  by  infiftiiig  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  fpecial  commiffioner  for  him- 

'  felf,  either  when  his  property  does  not  fully 
entitle  him  to  that  accommodation,  or  when 
his  interefts  would  be  perfectly  fecure  without 
it.  Let  him  not  feek  to  have  land  allotted  to 
himfelf,  to  his  relations,  or  to  his  friends  and 

'  favourites,  in  pofitions  unreafonably  advan- 
tageous.    Let  him   ftand  forward  in  fupport 
of  the  juft  rights  of  the  poor,  of  widows  and- 
infants,  and  of  all  who  appear  to  be  in  need 
of  afliftance.    Let  him  ftrive  to  curb  and  allay 
the  fpirit  of  conteft,  ufually  prevalent  on  fuch 
occafions  between  individuals,  and  frequently; 
between  contiguous  townlhips.     Let  him  ex-^-v 
ert  himfelf  to  have  all  fair  claims  quietly  a;id 
candidly   admitted;    all  groun'dlefs  demands, 
relinquifhed ;  all  that  are  doubtful  fettled  by; 

F  f  4  friendly 
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friendly  compromife  or  arbitration;  from 
whatever  quarter  they  originate,  and  to  what- 
ever objedi  they  relate. 

The  weight  which  a  wealthy  land-owner, 
refident  in  the  country,  poffeffes  iu  the  place 
where  his  property  is  fituated ,  is  ufually  fo  great 
as  to  give  him  a  preponderating  influence  in 
the  management  of  all  parochial  concerns* 
TThis  influence  ought  never  to  be  employed  by 
him  diredtly  or  iiidiredly  for  the  attainment 
of  felfifli  or  improper  ends.  What  epithets, 
for  example,  would  his  condu£t  defer ve,  if 
he  fhould  procure  the  levies  and  the  ftatute- 
labour  of  the  parifli  to  be  expended  in  mak- 
ing or  repairing  roads  contiguous  to  his  own 
houfe,  or  beneficial  chiefly  to  himfelf  and  lus 
tenants ;  while  others  of  far  more  importance 
to  the  inhabitants  in  general  are  left  year  after 
year  almoft  impaflable  ?  What  if,  in  order 
more  efie^ually  to  accomplifli  fuch  plans,  he 
fliould  caufe  himfelf  lo  be  appointed  furveyor 
of  the  highways  ?  What  if,  inftead  of  fixing  a 
watchful  eye  on  the  proceedings  of  public- 
houfes,  and  endeavouring  to  abolifh  fuch  as 
are  diforderly  or  needlefs,  he  ihould  connive 

at 
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at  their  irregularities,    or  even  promote   an 
augmentation  of  their  number,  for  the  purpofe 
of  ferving  fome  partifan  or  dependant  of  his 
own?  Far  from  expofing  himfelf  by  fuch  prac- 
tices to  the  cenfurc  of  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  reproaches  of  his  confcience,^let  him 
confider  the  influence  which  he  enjoys  over 
others  as  a  truft  for  the  exercife  of  which  he 
is  refponlible ;  and  exert  it,  without  grudging 
the  trouble,  in  maintaining  their  rights,  com- 
pofing  their  differences,  increafing  their  com- 
forts, and  improving  their  morals.     Let  him 
devote,  where  it  is  neceflary,  fome  portion  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  infpe^ion  of 
parochial  accounts.     Let  him  not  tolerate  the 
abufe  of  charitable  bequefts,  either  in  land  or 
money,  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  by  fuf- 
fering  them  to  be  configned  into  unfafe  hands, 
or  to  be  let  out  on  too  low  terms;   or  by  al- 
lowing their  produce  to  be  mifapplied  to  fave 
the  purfes  of  the  rich.     By  his  readinefs  to 
liften  to    well-founded  complaints,    let   him 
keep  the  different  parifh  officers  to  their  duty. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  workhoufe  will  then 
be  treated  with  humanity,  fed  and  clothed  fuf- 
ficiently,  and  fuxnifhed  with  neceffary  books 

of 


442  ON    THE    DUTIES   OF 

of  religion ;  and  will  neither  be  oppreflfed  with 
immoderate  labour,  nor  yet  permitted,  when 
able  to  work, '  to  loiter  and  become  vicious 
through  idlenefs.  Due  alliftance  will  not  then 
be  refufed  in  fit  cafes  to  the  fick  and  indigent 
in  their  own  houfes.  Doles  and  donations  will 
be  diftributed,  not  according  to  fe<3:  and  party, 
but  according  to  defert  and  neceflity.  The 
fituation  of  the  certificated  poor,  too  fre- 
quently excluded  from  any  ftiare  in  fuch  re- 
lief, by  thofe  who  are  enjoying  the  benefit  of 
their  labour,  will  not  be  difregarded  ;  nor  will 
they  be  unneceflarily  hurried  away  to  their 
places  of  fettlement  by  vexatious  or  malicious 
removals. 


A  private  gentleman,  by  giving  countenance 
in  a  proper  degree  to  the  clergyman  of  the 
village  where  he  refides,  may  effentially  pro- 
mote the  ufefulnefs  of  the  latter,  and  afford 
him  very  cheering  encouragement  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  minifterial  duties.  "  We  bc- 
**  feech  you,  brethren,"  faid  St.  Paul  to  the 
Theffalonians  (<?),  "  to  know  them  which  la- 

{e)  Theff.  V.  12,  13. 

"  bour 
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••  bout  among  you  and  are  over  you ;  and  to 
**  eftecm  them  very  highly  in  love  for  tficir 
**  work's  fake."      The   people  will  refpefl: 
}iim  whom  they  fee  refpefted  by  their  fupe- 
rior ;  and  will  thence  be  led  to  pay  increafed 
{attention  to  his  public  teaching  and  his  pri- 
vate admonitions.      It   happens   not   unfre- 
quently  that  the  finances  of  the  clergyman, 
efpecially  if  he  is  only  curate  of  the  place,  do 
tiot  enable  him  to  beftow  charitable  aid  on  his 
jdiftrefTed  parilhioners  in   the  degree  which 
would  gratify  his  own  wifhes,  and  greatly  con- 
tribute to  conciliate  the  general  efteem  ^nd  af- 
feftion  of  his  flock.     In  fuch  cafes  (I  fuppofe 
hira  to  be  a  man  worthy  of  confidence)  his 
wealthy  neighbour  may  be  of  material  fervice 
to  the  caufe  of  religion,  by  committing  from 
time  to  time  little  fums  to  his  difpofal.     He 
may  alfo  forward  the  fame  caufe  by  cheerfully 
performing  his  own  fhare,  and  exciting  others 
to  perform  their  part,  towards  maintaining  the 
parilh-church  neat  and  in  good  repair;  and  by 
llepping  forward  with  an  ample  contribution, 
when  large  expences  are  requifite  to  render  it 
capable  of  accommodating  all  who  would  fre- 
quent 
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quent  it :  by  impreffing  on  his  tenants,  de^ 
pendants,  and  labourers,  who  will  feldom  be 
regardlefs  of  his  advice,  that  conflant  attend-  ' 
ance  on  the  public  worfhip  and  facraments,  of 
which  from  principles  of  duty  he  will  fet  the 
example  himfelf ;  by  the  diftribution  of  bibles, 
prayer-books,  and  little  religious  tradis :  by 
reproving  the  idle,  and  reftraining  the  vicious  • 
by  checking  difcontent,  and  difcouraging  tur- 
bulence and  fedition,  and  pointing  out  the  be- 
nefits refulting  from  fubordination  in  fociety, 
and  the  bleflings  fecured  even  to  the  pooreft 
fubjedl   under  the   Britifli  conftitution:   by 
making  his  alms  and  charities  fubfervient,  as 
far  as  the  urgency  of  diftrefs  will  permit,  to 
the  interefts  of  virtue  and  induftry ;  in  com- 
mon cafes  by  diftinguifhing   with  particular 
liberality  thofe  who  lead  exemplary  lives,  and  ^ 
are  remarked  for  a  careful  difcharge  of  relative 
and  domeftic  duties,  and  occafionally  by  exer- 
cifing  his  bounty  in  fuch  a  manner  as  tends  to 
call  forth  diligence  in  thofe  who  are  to  profit 
by  it ;  as  by  fupplying  them  with  corn  or  coals 
at  reduced  prices,  inftead  of  aiding  them  by 
diredt  benefaftions. 

11.  We 
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II.  We  are  in  the  next  place  to  confider  the 
duties  incumbent  on  private  gentlemen  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  being  invefted  with  trufts 
and  offices  of  a  public  nature. 

■ 

It  is  not  here  intended  to  fpeak  of  public 
fituations,  fuch  as  thofe  of  members  of  par- 
liament, juftices  of  the  peace,  and  militia  offi- 
cers, into  which  private  gentlemen  may  laud- 
ably ftep  forward  with  the  higheft  advantage 
to  their  own  neighbourhood  and  to  their  coun- 
try.    The  motives  which  ought  to  influence 
a  perfon  to  feek  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, or  to  adt  as  a  juflice,  and  the  obliga- 
tions incumbent  on  the  fenator  and  the  magif- 
trate,  have  already  been   exprefsly  ftated  in 
two  {/)  of  the  preceding  chapters.   And  fome 
of  the  remarks  which  have  been  addreflfed  in 
another  {g)  chapter  to  military  officers,  will 

fuffi- 

{/)  Clhdpters  vi.  and  x. 

(g)  Chapter  viii.  It  may  be  neceflary  to  add,  that 
ainong  the  other  motives  which  ought  to  weigh  with  a 
country  gentleman  as  to  engaging  or  continuing  in  tlie 
militia,  Ae  probable  effe£k  of  taking  that  ftep  on  his  do- 
meftic  affairs,  and  on  the  proceedings  and  manners  of  his 
family  is  not  to  be  overlooked.     In  proportion  to  the 

cmer- 
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fufficiently  point  out  the  line  of  condud  to  be 
purfuedy  and  the  temptations  to  be  fhunnedy 
by  thofe  who  accept  commiflions  in  the  mi-» 
litia.  The  trufts  and  offices  now  in  contem- 
plation are  fuch  as  ufually  or  very  frequendy 
accompany  the  rank  of  private  gentlemen^ 
without  claiming  the  nature  or  denomination 
of  diflindl  profeflions. 

The  public  truft  firft  to  be  mentioned  is  the 
right  of  elecfiing  reprefentatives  in  parliament* 
The  application  of  the  term  truft  to  this  right 
implies,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  exercifed  iu 
fubferviency  to  private  and  felfifh  views.  It 
is  conferred  by  the  conftitution  for  purpofe$ 
of  general  utility,  and  is  to  be  exerted  in  faith* 
fill  conformity  to  the  original  deQgn.     He 

who  is  ftrongly  imprefled  with  this  convifiion, 
will  be  very  cautious  of  promifing  fupport  to 
a  candidate  long  before  the  feat  to  which  the 
latter  afpires  is  vacant ;  at  lead  he  will  take  care 

emergency  of  the  occaflon,  and  the  fcarcity  of  proper  of- 
ficers, greater  facrifices  are  undoubtedly  to  be  made.  They 
who  are  capable  of  being  led  to  embrace  a  military  Ufe  by 
the  filly  vanity  of  wearing  a  cockade,  or  the  defire  of  di£* 
playing  their  importance,  will  be  more  likely  to  enter  into 
a  corps  of  militia,  than  of  regular  troops. 

7  to 


PRIVATE    GENTLEMEN.  447 

to  have  it  clearly  underftood  that  the  promife 
is  conditional,  arid  will  ceafe  to  be  binding  if  his 
opinion  of  public  meafures,  or  of  the  candi- 
date's character  and  pretenfions,  fhould  under- 
go a  material  change  previoufly  to  the^ledion. 
His  vote  will  be  determined  not  by  a  blind 
eagernefs  to  pufli  forward  a  friend  or  a  rela- 
tion ;  not  by  party  names  and  diftindions ; 
not  by  a  reference  to  the  political  tenets  of  the 
candidate's  anceftors  at  eleflions  which  em- 
broiled former  generations,  nor  merely  to  the 
condu£t  of  the  candidate  himfelf  at  fome  more 
recent  conteft ;  not  by  the  defire  of  paying 
court  to  great  men,  and  the  hope  of  thus  faci- 
litating his  own  future  eledtion,  or  of  procuring 
a  place  for  himfelf  or  a  living  for  his  fon ;  but 
by  an  upright  regard  to  the  exifting  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  integrity,  and,  in  due 
fubordination  to  that  requifite,  the  abilities  of 
the  candidate.     Thefe  however  are  not  the 
only  duties  which  confcience  prefcribes.  While 
he  maintains  his  own  independence  in  giving 
his  voice  according  to  his  judgment,  let  him 
refpedl  that  of  others.    Let  him  unite  the  votes 
of  his  tenants  to  his  own  by  argument  and 
honeft  perfuafion  (and  if  his  pondudl  towards 

them 
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them  has  been  fuch  as  it  ought,  even  tholc 
means  will  fcarcely  ever  be  neceflary)  :  but  let 
him  not  force  their  compliance  by  menaces  of 
expulfion  from  their  farms,  or  forfeiture  of  his 
favour.  While  he  calls  upon  them  to  exert 
the  privileges  of  freeborn  Engliflimen,  let  him 
not  teach  them  to  feel  that  they  are  flaves.  It 
would  be  ftill  more  ungenerous  to  overawe  his 
tradefmen  and  artifans,  who  ufually  find  them* 
felves  embarrafled  on  fuch  occafions  with  a 
variety  of  contending  obligations,  by  threaten- 
ing to  withdraw  his  cuftom,  if  their  fufirages 
ihould  be  given  contrary  to  his  wifhes.  Let 
him  not  be  mifled,  by  his  anxiety  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  perfon  whofe  caufe  he  efpoufest 
to  take  unjuftifiable  fteps,  either  antecedendy 
to  the  eleftion,  or  during  the  courfe  of  it,  in 
order  to  maintain  or  ftrengthen  his  intereft ; 
as  by  treating  underhand  on  his  behalf,  and 
at  his  expence ;  bearing  a  part  in  fubterfbges 
and  evafions  on  the.fcore  of  bribery;  exciting 
'delufive  expectations  in  the  voters;  or  im- 
pofing  on  the  oppofite  party  by  any  of  the 
unwarrantable  anifices  and  ilratagems  fo  fre« 
quently  pradlifed  at  eledions.  Let  him  drive 
to  reprefs  all  mobbing,  drunkennefs,  and  vice 

14  in 


PRIVATE   GENTLEMEN,  449 

in  the  town ;  and  difcquntenance  all  perfon- 
ialitifes  and  unfair  proceedings  on  the  huftings* 
Let  the  counfel  which  he  gives  to  the  candi- 
date^ as  to  the  meafures  proper  to  be  adopted^ 
be  confcientious  and  impartial.  Let  him  with- 
ftand  reprehenfible  fchemes  recommended  by 
partifans  anxious  only  for  fudcefs,  and  indif- 
ferent by  what  means  it  is  obtained;  and 
counteradi  by  fobcr  reprcfentations  the  influ- 
ence of  fanguine  advifers,  who  would  urge 
the  weaker  competitor  to  perfift  with  unavail- 
ing obftinacy  in  a  ruinous  and  hopelefs  conteft* 
Let  hiqi  check  the  cufkomary  propjsnfity  to 
abufe  and  vilify  all  who  are  confpicuous  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  By  doing  juftice  to  their 
merits,  and  vindicating  them  in  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  private  judgement,  let  him  prevent 
their  honeft  ex;/ertions  iii  behalf  of  their  fa- 
vourite candidate  from  being  interpreted  to 
their  prejudice,  and  laying  the  foundations  of 
fubfequent  fhynefs  and  animofities.  If  he 
cannot  preferve  the  minds  of  others  from  fuch 
impreffions,  he  may  at  leaft  fecure  his  own. 
Should  a  fubfcription  be  feton  foot  for  the 
fupport  of  the  candidate,  let  him  not  be  ife- 
duced  by  the  warmth  and  tumult  of  the  mor 
VQL.  11.  G  g*  "  ment 
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mcnt  to  engage  in  it  to  a  greater  extent  thaai 
prudence  will  juftify.  But  the  fum  which  heun*^ 
dertakes  to  advance^  let  him  not  forget  punc- 
tually io  difcharge.  Finally,  let  not  miftakea 
ideas  of  confiftency  lead  him  to  countenance 

the  fame  perfon  at  a  fubfequent  period,  if  the 
fentiments,  which  he  then  entertains  of  men 
and  meafures,  make  it  his  duty  to  throw  his 
weight  into  the  adverfe  fcale.  Butif  thofe  fenti- 
ments continue  in  the  main  unaltered,  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  which  may  have  taken  place 
on  fome  few  points  not  of  prime  importance^ 
will  be  rarely  an  adequate  caufe  for  with- 
drawing his  aid,  and  contributing  to  bring 
upon  the  borough  or  the  county  the  evils 
which  attend  a  contefled  eledion. 

From  the  natural  influence  of  property,  and 
other  circumftances,  a  private  gentleman  may 
be  poffeffed  of  fuch  power  over  the  eledors 
for  a  fmall  town,  as  to  be  able  to  conftrain 
them  to  admit  his  nomination  of  one  or  both 
of  its  reprefentatives.  If  he  fliould  doubt 
whether  proceedings  which  may  juftly  be 
termed  conftraint  may  not  in  fome  inftances 
be  reforted  to,  he  may  be  referred  to  the  re- 
marks 
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feiarks  which  have  recently  been  made  on  his 
duty  towards  his  tenants  and  tradefmen,  in  a 
cafe  parallel  to  that  now  under  cbnfideration, 
perhaps  iiflentically  the  fame.  The  compul- 
fion  which  has  been  reprobated  becomes  ftill 
tnore  criminal  and  degrading,  if  he  turns  it  to 
the  purpofes  of  bargaih  and  fale,  ahd  makes  it 
the  inftrumeht  of  gaining  a  bribe  from  the 
wealthy  candidate  for  placing  him  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 


Nearly  akm  in  its  original  defign  to  the  right 
of  elediing  reprefentatives,  and  fubje£t  to  fimi- 
lar  rules  in  the  exercife,  is  the  right  of  joining 
in  petitions  to  each  branch  of  the  Legiflature, 
in  addrefles  and  remonflrances  to  the  Throne, 
and  in  public  refolutions  on  political  mea- 
fures,  and  the  ftate  of  national  affairs.  No 
inan  ought  to  co-operate  in  any  of  thefe  fteps 
for  the  purpx)fe  of  gratifying  a  bufy  [Jb)  med- 
dling difpofition^  of  oftentatioufly  difplaying 
eloquence  and  abilities^  of  promoting  felfifh 
ends,  of  indulging  a  bigoted  or  party  fpirit,  or 
of  making  a  parade  of  local  influence  and  au- 

{Jiy  See  the  obfervatiohs  already  made  on  thefe  ltibje£tsj 
^t  the  conclttfion  of  Chapter  m 

G  g  2         *         thority. 
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thority.  Nor  fliould  the  fear  of  giving  offence 
deter  any  one  from  concurring,  where  the  path 
of  duty  is  plain ;  nor  from  Handing  forward, 
where  the  obj  e£t  is  of  importailce.  No  animo* 
fity  fhould  be  felt  towards  opponents ;  neither 
ought  unfair  or  compulfory  fteps  to  be  takeir 
l>y  any  individual,  to  obtain  the  attendance  or 
flgnatures  of  his  inferiors  and  dependents, 
Thefe  remarks  may  alfo  be  applied  to  the  cafe 
of  public  meetings  held  on  local  concerns.  It 
may  be  further  obferved  with  refpeft  to  pub- 
lic meetings  in  general,  that  the  parties  aflem- 
bled  are  not  always  fuificiently  attentive  to  the 
duty  of  adling  in  their  colle^ive  capacity  with 

a  fcrupulous  regard  to  the  principles^  which 
they  would  have  judged  it  right  to  follow  in- 
dividually ;  and  that  when  the  matter  in  quef- 
tion  is  of  local  or  perfonal  concern,  refolutions 
are  fometimes  pafled,  fandiioning  modes  of 
procedure,  which  would  have  appeared  harfh 
or  felfifh  to  almoft  any  one  of  the  gentlemen, 
prefent,  if  he  alone  had  been  refponfible  for 
them.  Let  not  inadvertence,  nor  timidity,  nor 
ill-timed  deference  to  the  authority  of  others, 
nor  any  interefted  motive,  be  fuffered  to  pro- 
duce concurrence  in  fuch  meafures. 

Another 
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Another  public  truftj  and  a  truft  of  great 
confequence,  very  frequently  in  the  hands  of 

private  gentlemen,  is  the  right  of  prefenting 
to  vacant  ecclefiaftical  benefices.  Advowfons, 
it  is  true^  arc  regarded  by  the  law  as  private 
property ;  a  confequence  which  naturally  fol- 
lows frpm  the  fale  of  them  being  legal.  For 
as  the  power  of  nomination  comprehends  the 
power  of  difpofing  of  a  certain  annual  revenue, 
and  is  a  power  for  the  poflTeflion  of  which  ano- 
ther perfon  would  frequently  give  a  large  price ; 
it  reafonably  falls  under  the  general  rules  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  fecurity  of  other  transferable 
property.  But  though,  in  this  point  of  view, 
the  fale  of  an  advowfon  may  be  a  matter  of 
mere  bufinefs;  the  feledtion  of  a  minifter  fof  a 
parifh  is  a  truil  of  the  moft  important  and  fe- 
rious  nature.  The  ftate  of  morals  and  reli- 
gion  in  a  whole  townfhip ;  the  influence  of  a 
good  or  a  bad  example  on  the  clergy  and  on  the 
inhabitants  of  furrounding  parifties ;  in  a  word, 
the  eternal  interefts  of  numbers  actually  in 
^xiftence,  and  perhaps  of  equal  numbers  yet 
unborn,  are  involved  in  the  choice,  The|)a- 
tron,  who  feels  the  force  of  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  will  not  transfer  the  right  of  appointing 

Gg3  the 
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the  future  minifter  to  a  purchafer  who  is  likely 
toufe  it  amifs;  and  will  make  no  promifeSi 
or  no  other  than  conditional  promifes,  refped- 
ing  the  fucceflion  to  a  livings  long,  before  it 
is  likely  to  be  vacant.     He  will  not  inveil  a 
perfon  with  the  care  of  fouls  in  return  for  havr 
ing  been  his  cpnftaat  compsi^nion  in  the  fports 
of  the  field,  or  having  largely  contributed  to 
the  mirth  and'  conviviality  of  his  table ;  for 
artful  con^pliance  with  his  humours,  and  fawn- 
ing fubmiflion  to  his  opinions ;  or  for  fervices 
performed,  Qr  expeded,  in  politics  and  elec- 
tions.    He  will  not  prefent  a  worthlefs  cler^ 
gyman,  not  even  his  pwn  brother  or  his  own 
fon ;  s^nd  what  he  would  deny  to  the  ties,  of 
relationfhip,  he  will  not  hefitate  to  refufe  in  a 
fimilar  cale  to  the  felicitation?  of  an  intimate 
friend,  or  thq  recommendatipns  of  a  potent 
neighbour.    He  will  fix  upon  the  n^an,  who  is 
jiot  only  qualified  for  the  ftatipn,  but  \\k^lj  to 
refide  in  the  midft  of  his  flock,  and  to  do  his 
duty  to  them  from  a  ftrong  and  a£tive  fenfe  of 
liis  dut]^  to  God;  and,  where  circumftances 
permit^  will  give  the  preference  tp  him  who 
has  already  evinced  his  piety  and  aflSduity  in 
^he  humbler  ftation  of  a  curate :  and  whofc 
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attention  is  not  divided  by  the  pofleffion  of 
another  living.  He  will  prefent  h^ni  without 
ever  feeling  the  moft  diftant  wi(h  to  contrive 
any  fimoniacal  bargain ;  to  impofe  unwarrant- 
able bonds  of  refignation;  to  extort  any  fecret 
agreement  refpefting  the  renting  of  the  glebe, 
the  continuance  or  reduiftion  of  the  prefent 
rate  of  tithes,  the  fubftitution  of  a  different 
mode  of  colledling  them,  or  the  commutation 
of  them  for  fome  inadequate  and  improper 
payment. 


Am'ong^  the  different  public  offices  which 
private  gentlemen  are  called  to  undertake  in 
their  refpedive  counties,  may  be  noticed  thofc 
of  (heriff,  deputy  lieutenant,  grand  or  fpecial 
jurors^  and  commiffioners  of  taxes,  roads,  and 
canals.  Of  thefe,  that  of  fheriff  is  the  mofl 
eminent.  The  fheriff  is  the  firft  civil  officer, 
as  the  lord  lieutenant  i?  the  firfl  in  a  military 
capacity.  But  let  him  not  be  vain  of  his  tem- 
porary rank ;  nor  folicitous  to  outvie  his  pre- 
deceffors,  and  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  gazing 
multitude  by  the  fplendour  of  his  e<^uipage, 
and  the  number  of  his  attendants.  Let  hinx 
|?e  imparti?d    in  his  condudt  at  eledion^  of 

G  g  4  members 


456  ON   THE  DUTIES   OF 

members  of  parliament,  coroners  and  verdcrors* 
Let  him  be  ready  to  convoke,  on  proper  ap- 
plications, county  meetings,  for  the  purpofe  of 
addredingany  of  thebranches  of  the  legiflaturei 
or  the  confideration  of  public  or  of  local  hidx^ 
nefs :  but  let  him  not  promote  fuch  aflemblies 
for  the  purpofe  of  difplaying  his  own  import« 
ance,  of  facilitating  party  views,  of  gratifying 

a  miniftier,  or  of  being  advanced  to  knighthood* 
In  fummoning  grand  juries,  let  him  not  pafa 
by  or  poftpone  particular  individuals  in  con- 

fequence  of  private  difputes,  or  of  political  dif- 
ferences. As  fo  large  a  fliare  of  the  original 
duties  of  a  fheriff  [i)  is  now  performed  by  his 

deputyi 

(x)  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  dutiea  of  fherifl^  &e 
Blackftone,  ^thedit.  vol.  Lp,  343,  344.  34^.5  andofum 
derflieriffs,  p.  345.  Underflieriffs  are  prohibited  by  the  fta^ 
tute  of  23  Hen.  VI.  under  a  very  heavy  penalty,  from  st&ing 
aft  attornies  during  the  time  they  arc  in  office,  left  they 
jhould  be  guilty  of  partiality  and  oppreiGon  in  difcharging 
the  funftions  of  it.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  attornies 
of  credit  would  not  undertake  the  office  on  thefe  terms ; 
knowing  that,  if  their  private  bufinefs  went  for  a  year  into 
the  hands  of  their  competitor^  much  of  it  would  never 
return  to  themfclves.  And  the  law  has  long  been  avowedly 
and  univerfally  evaded.  Sir  William  Blackftone  however 
Ihews,  that  he  confiders  the  law  as  not  Qhfolete,  by  ftyling 

the 
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deputy,  the  qualifications,  and  above  all  things 
the  integrity,  of  that  officer  ought  to  be  clofcly 
fcrutinifed  hy  his  principal.     And  he  who  re^ 
coUeds  that  the  firft  incident  which  turned  the 
thoughts  of  Mr.  Howard  to  the  fubjedt  of  pri- 
fbns,  was  the  infight  he  obtained  into  the  Hate 
of  them  in  his  official  capacity  as  flieriff,  will 
icarcely  want  additional  arguments  to  convince 
him  of  the  benefits  which  would  refult,  were 
fherifFs  in  general  to  beftow  a  little  more  atten*^ 
tion  than  is  ufually  given  to  the  condition  of 
gaols,  and  to  the  condu<3:  of  thofe  whom  they 
appoint  to  govern  them. 

In  the  prefent  times,  the  duty  of  deputy 
lieutenants  of  counties  is  nearly  or  altogether 
reduced  to  the  care  of  levying  the  militia.  In 
approving  or  rejecting  the  men,  they  com-* 

the  evafionof  it  <*  fhamefuL"  Vol.  1.  p.  345.  As  theha- 
]t)itual  evafion  of  laws  gradually  impairs  the  fenfe  of 
Tight  and  wrong,  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied  that  the  ftatute 
in  qucftion,  if  in  truth  it  be  **  falutary,"  as  Sir  William 
Blackftone  pronounces  it  to  be  in  the  place  already  cited, 
were  enforced  ;  or,  if  otherwife,  that  it  were  openly  re- 
pealed. UnderfljerifFs  are  likewifc  forbidden,  and  to  as 
little  purpofe,  to  continue  in  office  more  than  one  year 
together. 

monly 
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jnonly  place  great  and  very  proper  confidence 
in  the  opinion  of  the  adjutant,  or  fome  perfon 
ef  military  experience.  It  is  however  their 
duty  to  eftimate,  with  perfeft  impartiality,  the 
reafons  pleaded  by  individuals  for  being  ex- 
empted from  fervice ;  and  to  countera£t  all 
prejudices  of  every  kind  which  they  perceive 
rifing  in  the  breaft  of  their  advifer,  or  in  their 
own. 

The  office  of  a  grand  jury  is  to  receive  in*- 
didtments,  to  hear  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  and  to  decide  whether  there  is 
fufficient  caufe  to  put  the  accufed  party  on  his 
trial.  In  executing  this  truft,  which  ftrongly 
marks  the  liberal  and  mild  fpirit  of  our  laws, 
each  juror  is  bound  to  be  temperate,  patient, 
and  affiduous  in  examining  into  the  circum«! 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  and  totally  unbiafled  by 
private  motives  in  deciding  upon  them.  If 
fa£ts  are  known  to  him  in  addition  to  thofe 
delivered  in  evidence,  capable  of  throwing 
light  on  the  matter  in  queftion,  he  is  ftri^Jlly 
bound  to  communicate  them  fpontaneouily 
and  fially  to  his  colleagues.  He  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  perfuaded  when  he  finds  a  bUl, 

of 
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pf  the  truth  {i)  of  the  charge  as  far  as  the 
evidence   reaches.      And   though    the   only 
witneffes,  which  he  is  at  liberty  to  hear,  are 
thofe  on  behalf  of  the  profecution ;  it  is  his 
duty  to  queftion  and  crofs  examine  them,  for 
the   purpofe   of  drawing  from  them  every 
circumftance,  which  may  fairly  tend  to  ex- 
culpate the  perfbn  accufed.     Where  he  deem§ 
the  charge  eiftabliflied,  he  ads  unjuftly  if  he 
jrejeds  the  bill  through  motives  of  compaffion 
towards  the  offender.     He  is  not  to  reje£t  a 
bill,  becaule  he  thinks  that  the  evidence  t;o  be 
adduced  will  not  be  deemed  in  court  a  legal 
proof  of  the  charge,  and  that  to  find  the  bill 
would  be  to  enfure  the  acquittal  of  a  criminal; 
whereas,  if  the  bill  be  not  found,  another  may 
be  prefented  at  a  future  time,  and  backed  by 
evidence  fufficient  for  convidion.      To   afl: 
thus,  would  be  to  follow  policy  againft  his 
oath.       In  no    cafe    may   he  impart  to  the 
perfbn  indided  the  teftimony  delivered  againft 
jiim  (/)• 

The 

^i)  Blackftone,  vol.  iv.  p.  300/ 
(/ )  Anciendy  it  was  held,  that  if  one  of  the  grand  jury 
difclofed  to  any  perfon  indited  the  evidence  that  appeared 
againft  him,  he  was  thereby  made  acceflbry  to  the  offence, 

if 
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The  fpecial  juror  is  not  lefs  obliged  in  con* 
fcience  than  the  grand  juror  to  diligence  in 
inveftigating  all  the  circumftances  of  the  manner 
at  iflue ;.  to  promptnefs  and  accuracy  in  difclo- 
iing  additional  fads  known  to  himfelf ;  and  to 
incorruptible  integrity  in  pronouncing  upon 
the  whole  evidence.  And  let  him  not  forget  his 
duty  in  thofe  fundions  which  are  peculiarly 
his  own.    When  a  view  is  directed,  let  him  not 
omit,  through  indolence,  a  perfonal  infpeftion 
of  the  contefted  premifes.     Let  him  appretiate 
with  refpedful  attention,  but  not  receive  with 
fervile  or  inconfiderate  fubmiffion,  the  opinion 
of  the  judge.     Let  him  not  be  improperly 
Influenced  by  the  fentiments  of  any  leading 
man    among    his    colleagues ;    nor    decline 
through  timidity,  to  ftate  his  own  conceptions 
of  the  merits  of  the  cafe.      In  deciding  oa 
mercantile  proceedings,  let  him  be  guided  by 
law,  and  not  by  what  may  have  been  the 
pradice,  perhaps  the  reprehenfible  pra&ice,  of 
himfelf  or  his  friends  in  a  fimilar  inftance. 

jf  felony ;  and  in  treafon>  a  principal.  And  at  this  day  it 
is  agreed,  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  high  mifprifion,  and  liable 
t«i.be  fined  and  imprifoned.     Blackftonej  vol.  ir.  p.  1 26. 

The 
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The  duties  of  commiffioners  of  taxes,  of 
roads,  and  of  canals,  are  too  obvious  to  require 
much  difcuffion.  To  the  firft  may  be  recom- 
mended fairnefs  in  alTefling  taxes,  and  in 
judging  of  appeals.  To  the  fecond,  upright- 
nefc  in  fixing  the  pofition  of  turnpikes,  and 
expending  the  tolls  for  the  public  good,  with- 
out any  oblique  attention  to  the  accommodsH 
tion  of  themfelves  or  their  friends.  To  the 
third,  equity  in  adjufting  the  rates  of  tonnage, 
and  moderation  in  determining  the  dividend. 
And  to  all,  dijigence  in  attending  to  take  their 
due  proportion  of  trouble. 

Some  fituations  to  a  certain  degree  of  a 
public  nature,  and  ufually  occupied  by  private 
gentlemen,  yet  remain  to  be  mentioned.  Such 

are  thofe  of  truftees  and  governors  of  local  cha- 
rities, of  hofpitals,  and  of  endowed  fchools.  Oa 
all  perfons  invefted  with  any  of  thefe  funftions, 
one  duty  is  equally  incumbent,  that  of  adive 
perfonal  attention  to  the  truft  in  all  cafes 
where  it  will  be  ufeful,  and  can  reafonably  be 
cxpe<fted  j  and  of  paying  a  ftrift  regard  to  the 
defign  of  the  donors,  as  well  as  to  the  welfare 

of 
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of  the  inftitution.  In  the  fuperintendencfe  of 
fchools,  when  the  choice  and  cohtroul  of  thft 
mafter  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  governor^^ 
no  prirate  views  or  connections  ought  to  warp 
them  from  preferring  the  moft  eligible  candi- 
date ;  nor  to  reftrain  them  from  difmiiGng  hiift 
from  his  poft,  if  he  fhould  afterwards  prove 
unworthy  of  it.  When  a  vacancy  takes 
place,  let  them  not  haftily  engage  their  votes; 
Let  them  not  omit  proper  enquiries  in  private, 
relpcdling  the  attainments  and  charaders  of 
the  feveral  competitors.  Let  them  remember 
that  the  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek  is  not 
the  knowledge  moft  important  to  an  immortal 
being  j  and  beware  of  eleding  a  mafter  who 
£a  pradtice  will  feem  fo  to  regard  if.  The 
falary,  when  they  have  the  power  of  deter- 
mining its  amount,  fhould  be  ample  enough 
to  be  fome  objedl  to  a  man  of  merit,  yet  not 
fb  large  as  to  tempt  him  to  fupinenefs,  and 
make  him  indifferent  as  to  the  number  of  his 
fcholars.  If  exhibitions  are  at  their  difpofaf^ 
they  ought  to  be  invariably  conferred,  not 
according  to  the  ties  of  relationftiip  and  thft 
influence  of  recommendation,  but  according 

to 
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to  genuine  merit ;  under  which  term  I  ihcludc 
not  merely  the  boy's  proficiency  in  learning, 
but  Jikewife  his  moral  character.  ' 

III.  It  remains  to  treat  in  the  laft  place  of 
iptivate  and  domeftic  duties.  Under  this  head, 
fdme  remarks  may  be  offered  on  the  condufib 
of  a  private  gentleman  as  a  hufband,  as  a 
parent,  and  as  the  mailer  of  a  family. 

I.  The  foundations  of  the  various  uneafi- 
neffes,  by  which  the  whole  period  of  the  mar- 
riage union  is  fometimes  rendered  a  fcene  of 
mifery,  may  not  unfrequently  be  traced  in  the 
improper  views,  or  in  the  haftinefs,  with  which 
matrimonial  engagements  are  formed.    Let  not 
thofe  be  furprifed  at  finding   their  comforts 
corroded  by  indifference  and  difcontent,   by 
contrariety  of  views  and  domeftic  broils,  who 
have  chofen  a  companion  for  life  merely  or 
principally  for  the  fake  of  perfonal  beauty  and 
accomplifhments,  of  a  weighty  purfe,  of  emi- 
nent rank,  of  fplendid  and  potent  connexions : 
nor  they  who,  without  being  altogether  blinded 
by  paffion,  or  impelled  by  interefted  motives, 

have   yet    negleXed    previoufly  to  afcertain 

whether 
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whether  their  intended  partner  poflTeflfes  that 
ihare  of  congruity  to  their  own  difpofitiont 
and  habits,  and,  above  all  things,  thofe  in- 
trinfic  virtues  ftedfaftly  grounded  on  religion, 
without  which,  in  fo  clofe  an  union,  no  per- 
manent happinefs  can  be  expedled.  But  let 
them  remember  that  the  very  terms  of  the 
marriage  vow,  independently  of  every  ad- 
ditional obligation,  tender  all  the  duties  of  the 
marriage  ftate  as  binding  upon  them,  as  upon 
others  who  are  experiehcing  in  that  ftate  the 
greateft  earthly  felicity. 

The  mutual  anxieties,  the  fufpicions^and  the 
confequcnt  diminution  of  affeftion,  too  often 
felt  by  thofe  who  have  entered  into  promifes 
of  marriage,  which  from  the  ftate  of  their 
affairs,  or  other  circumftances,  were  likely  to 
remaialong  unfulfilled,  feem  to  prove  it  highly 
defirable  that,  except  in  very  ftrong  peculiar 
cafes,  fuch  engagements  fhould  not  be  con- 
traQed.  It  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  obferve,  that 
to  trifle  with  the  feelings,  and  ftudioufly  to' 
make  an  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  another, 
yithout  any  ferious  purpofe  of  marriage, 
(hews  either  a  moft  culpable  want  of  condder* 

1 2  ation^ 
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atiori,  or,  if  done  with  defign,  the  moft  un- 
generous and  defiberate  cruelty. 

The  conftitution  of  nature  and  of  the  hu- 
man frame,  which  manifeftly  allots  different 
offices  of  life  to  the  different  fexes,  feems  no 
lefs  clearly  to  indicate  a  certain  degree  of 
fubordination  to  be  the  duty  of  the  weaker 

fcx.  The  holy  fcriptures,  confirming  thefe 
iuggeflions  of  natural  reafon,  and  guarding 
againft  the  perpetual  confliifls  by  which  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  families  would  be  de- 
ftroyed,  were  a  complete  equality  of  rights  to 
fubfifl  between  the  hufband  and  the  wife,  have 
exprefsly  pronounced  fubmiffion  to  be  the 
general  duty  of  the  latter.  "  Wives,  fubmit 
"  yourfelves  unto  your  own  hulbands,  as  unto 
**  the  Lord ;  for  the  hufband  is  the  head  of 
•*  the  wife,  even  as  Chrifl  is  the  head  of  the 
^  church  : — therefore,  as  the  church  is  fub- 
"  je£t  unto  Chrifl,  fo  let  the  wives  be  to  their 
"  own  hufbands  in  every  thing  (/t?)."— -"  Let 
the  wife  fee  that  fhe  reverence  her  («)  huf^ 
band."  Similar  directions  are  given  in  other 

(m)  Ephef.  v.  22 — 24.  («)  Ephef.  v.  33. 
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tliat  the  caufe  muft  be  of  more  than  common 
magnitude,  which  canjuftify  her  in  withhold- 
ing it.  The.  Gofpel  however  has  not  left 
her  without  reafonable  fecurity  againft  capri- 
cious tyranny  on  the  part  of  the  hufband.  It 
reftrains  him  from  abufing  the  power  with 
which  he  is  entrufted,  by  checks  fuited  to  the 

greatnefs  of  it :  partly  by  the  final  refponfibi- 
lity  which  the  fupreme  governor  of  the  human 
race  has  univerfally  annexed  and  proportioned 
to  the  pofTeffion  of . authority  of  every  kind; 
and  partly  by  fpecial  precepts  calculated  to 
temper  that  of  the  hufband,  and  to  imprefs 
him  with  a  full  fenfe  of  the  unvaried  ten- 
dernefs  and  love  due: to  the  partner,  of  his 
joys  and  forrows.  "  Hufbands,  love. your 
wives,  even  as  Chrift  alfo  loved  the  church, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  it  (y)."  "  Hulbands, 
love  your  wives,  and  be  .  not  bitter  againft 
them  (ry  "Ye  hufbands,  dwell  with 
your  wives  according  to  knowledge ;  giv- 
ing honour  unto  the  \yife,  as  unto  the 
weaker  (jr)  .veffel."     The  firft:  of  thefe  pre- 

{q)  Ephef.  V.  25.  (r)  Coloff.  lii,  19. 

(x)  I  Peter,  iii.  7. 
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breach  of  perfonal  fidelity  in  either  party; 
and  in  either  party  the  guilt  of  fuch  a  breach 
is  moft  horrid ;  yet  of  the  wretchednefs  ex- 
perienced by  unhappy  married  people,  by 
far  the  greater  fhare  refults  from  the  difregard 
fhewn,  by  the  hufband  or  the  wife,  to  the  lefs 
prominent  parts  of  the  nuptial  obligation. 

The  caution  of  parents  and  guardians  gene*, 
rally  fecuresto  the  intended  wife  antecedently 
to  the  marriage,  a  competent  provifion  in  the 
cafe  of  future  widowhood.  But  if  this  ftep 
fhould  have  been  left  unfinifhed  before  the 
folemnization  of  the  nuptials ;  a  circun^ftance 
which,  .though  highly  undcfirable,  is  fome- 
times  known^  to  take  j5lace ;  the  hufband 
ought  not  to  Ibfe  .a  moment  afterwards  in 
completing  it.  If  a  large  acceffion  of  fortune 
fhould  devolve  on  the  hufband  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  and  be  left  to  his  difpofal ;  it  will  com- 
monly be  reafonable  that  a  proportional  ad- 
dition  fliould  be  made  to  the  jointure  originally 
fettled  on  his  wife.  And  in  all  cafes,  the 
income  deftined  for  the  widow  fhould  be 
arranged  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  her  the 
lead  trouble  in  colledting  it,  and  the  faireft 

H  h  3  profped 
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profpedt  of  fecurity  againft  family  heart-burn* 
ings  and  quarrels. 

1.  That  the  parent  is  bound  to  provide  for 
his  helplefs  progeny,  and  not  merely  to  fupply 
their  prefent  wants,  but,  by  means  of  proper 
difcipline  and  in(lru£tion,  to  lay  a  foundation 
for  their  future  ufefulnefs  and  welfare,  is  a 
truth  obvioufly  fuggefted  by  reafon,  and  un- 
equivocally confirmed  by  revelation.  In  order 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  difcharge  the  latter 
branch  of  his  duty,  it  is  neceflary  that  he 
fhould  be  invefled  with  the  right  of  exercifiog 
a  juft  and  falutary  control  over  the  child.  And 
we  accordingly  fin(^  the  fcriptures  (/)  arming 
the  former  with  extenfive  authority,  and  in- 
culcating on  the  latter  obedience  to  his  lawful 
commands. 

One  of  the  firft  and  moft  important  cares 
which  calls  for  the  attention  of  a  parent,  is  the 
choice  of  the  moft  advileable  mode  of  educa- 
tion. In  the  cafe  of  fons  in  particular,  the  de- 
termiuation  of  this  point  is  frequently  a  matter 

(/)  Ephef.  vi.  I — 3.     Coloff.  iii.  2c. 

of 
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of  confiderable  difficulty.  Such  have  been  the 
doubts  and  the  different  conclufions  of  wife 
and  good  men  refpedting  private  and  public 

education,  and  fuch  are  the  excellences  ai^d  the 
defers  inherent  in  each  mode,  that,  where  rib 
peculiar  circumftances  exift  to  turn  the  fcale, 
a  father  may  more  eafily  be  alarmed  at  the 
hazards  of  both,  than  confident  of  the  fuperior 
advantage  of  either.  The  advantages  of  do- 
meftic  tuition,  compared  with  a  public  fchool, 
are  principally  the  following.  The  parent,  re- 
taining his  child  conftantly  an4  immediately 
under  his  own  eye,  has  more  favourable  op- 
portunities of  becoming  acquainted  with  his 
difpofitions  and  talents;  offuperintending  his 
conduct ;  of  conciliating  his  affection,  and 
gaining  his  familiar  confidence.  Many  tempt- 
ations to  vice  from  the  contagion  of  corrupt 
examples  are  avoided  (for  when  we  fpeak  of  a 
boy  being  educated  at  home,  we  take  for 
granted  that  he  finds  there  no  pattern  of  im- 
n^orality  or  irreligion);  and  evil  habits  will 
fpeedily  be  difcerned,  and  mdy  be  corrected 
before  they  have  acquired  ftrength.  The  mode 
and  kind  of  ftudy  may  be  in  fome  meafure  ac- 
commodated to  the  bent  of  the  pupil's  geniusr, 

H  h  4  and 
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and  his  future  deftination  ia  life.     A  much 
larger  fhare  of  folid  learning  may  be  imparted 
in  a  given  time  to  a  boy  who  occupies  exclu- 
(ively,*  or  at  leaft  jointly  with  one  or  two  of 
his  brothers,  the  tutor's  attention  j  than  where 
the  time  devoted  to  each  leflbn  is  adapted  to  * 
the  benefit  of  a  whole  clafs  («).      To  thefe 
grounds  of  preference  may  be  added,  a  better 
chance  of  freedom  from  envy,  jealoufy,"  and 
pride,  the  common  fruits  of  emulation.     On 
the  other  hand,  among  the  difadvantages  of 
domeftic  education,  may  be  reckoned  the  dan- 
ger of  the  hours  and  habits  of  ftudy  being  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  friends  and  the 
intrufion  of  company  j  by  the  continual  re- 
currence of  vifiting  expeditions  and  fchemes 
of  pleafure ;  and  by  the  unwife  indulgence  i£ 
parents  in  various  ways :  the  encouragement 
of  pride  in  the  boy,  by  the  flattery  and  ob- 
fequioufnefs  of  his  father's  fervants  and  de- 

(tt)  It  is  true  that  a  boy  at  a  public  fchool  reaps  fomc 
benefit  from  hearing  the  fame  leflbn  gone  through  two  or 
three  times  by  his  clafs-mates :  but  the  inattention  of  that 
period  of  life,  and  the  irkfomenefs  of  liftening  again  and 
again  to  the  fame  thing,  prevent  tlic  advantage  from  be- 
ing equal  to  what  it  might  be. 

pendents ; 
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pendents  ;  and  alfo  by  the  abfence  of  the 
ftruggles,  conflidls,  and  difficulties  which  daily 
refult  in  a  public  fchool  from  the  fociety  of 
equals,  and  are  no  lefs  ferviceable  in  corredting 
ill  humour,  impetuofity  of  temper,  arrogance, 
and  felf-fufficiency,  than  in  producing  firm- 
nefs  and  adivity  of  character :  the  dulnefs, 
languor,  and  difcontent,  which  attend  the 
want  of  fuitable  companions,  exercifes,  and 
amufements :  the  lofs  of  whatever  there  may 
be  valuable  in  jhe  effe£t  of  emulation  (if  in- 
deed emulation  can  fubfift  without  unchriftian 
ingredients),  efpecially  with  regard  to  compo- 

fitions,  and  the  more  elegant  attainments  in 
learning :  and,  finally,  the  want  of  a  gra- 
dual introduftion  to  the  temptations  of  the 
world  ;  and  the  confequent  rifk  that  will  take 
place  when  the  youth  is  firfl:  left  to  his  own 
difcretion  at  an  univeriity,  or  on  the  wide  flage 
of  bufy  life. 

Between  the  foregoing  plans  of  education, 
there  are  others  of  an  intermediate  nature; 
as  academies  and  feminaries,  where  only  a 
fmall  or  limited  number  of  pupils  is  received. 
Thefe  ufually  partake,  according  to  their  na- 
ture, 


474  ^N   THE   DUTIES   OF 

ture,  both  of  the  benefits  and  the  difadvantages 
of  the  two  former. 

In  giving  the  preference  to  one  of  thefe 
modes  of  bringing  up  a  fon  rather  than  to  an- 
other, the  determination  of  the  parent  ought 
to  be  carefully  formed  on  fubftantial  grounds, 
fuch  as  local  fituation,  his  knowledge  of  the 
preceptor,  the  health  and  difpofitions  of  the 
child  ;  and  not  to  reft  on  weak  and  capricious 
motives,  as  the  mere  faftiion  of  the  day,  or  a 
blind  prediledlion  for  the  place  or  manner  in 
which  he  was  educated  himfelf.  Neither  let 
him  allow  too  much  weight,  though  prudence 
may  require  fome  weight  to  be  allowed,  to 
comparative  cheapnefs ;  but  rather  endeavour, 
if  the  matter  be  practicable,  to  retrench  from 
fome  other  part  of  his  expenditure  what  may 
make  up  the  difference,  than  permit  his  fan 
to  lofe  effential  advantages.  In  many  cafes  it 
may  be  right  to  adopt  for  the  fame  boy  dif- 
ferent modes  at  different  periods  ;  and  that 
mode  which  in  one  inftance  ought  evidently 
to  be  the  firft,  may  with  equal  propriety  fee 
the  laft  in  another.  But  whatever  be  the  plaa 
of  education  which  the  parent  felefts,  let  him 

be 
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be  conftantly  folicitous  to  obviate,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  the  difadvantages  and  dangers 
with  which  it  is  commonly  attended  (x). 

'  The  arguments  which  njay  be  urged  in  fa- 
vour of  domeftic  tuition  for  daughters,  have 
lefs  to  be  fet  againft  them,  than  may  be  alleged 
with  refpe<a:  to  fons.  The  diffidence  and  pu- 
rity of  the  female  charadier,  and  the  fcriptural 
mark  of  female  excellence,  "  the  ornament  of 
"  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  in  the  fight 
"  of  God  is  of  great  price  (j(/),"  will  generally 
be  beft  preferved  under  the  fuperintending  eye 
of  a  mother.  In  the  cafe  of  her  death,  and 
when  no  female  relation  furvives  proper  to 
fupply  her  place,  a  boarding  fchool,  felefted 
with  fcrupulous  anxiety,  may  happen  to  be 
the  beft  refource.  And  in  fome  few  inftances, 
the  fame  refource  may  be  neceflary,  in  confe- 

{x)  The  evils  attendant  on  public  fchools  have  of  late 
years  been  greatly  augmented  by  the  incrcafe  w^hich  hag 
taken  place  in  the  quantity  of  money  brought  by  the  boys 
on  their  return  to  fchool.  This  pernicious  and  alarming 
cuftom,  the  fource  of  idlenefs  and  vice,  calls  the  more  for 
the  interference  of  parents,  as  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not 
impoffibl6,  to  be  fupprcfled  by  the  maflcrs. 

(;')   I  Pet.iii.  4. 

quence 
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quence  of  the  impoffibility  or  the  diflScuIty  of 
procuring  fit  mafters  to  attend  at  hpme.  la 
cftimating  this  difficulty,  far  too  great  regard 
is  ufually  paid  to  fhewy  and  fuperficial  accom- 
plifliments.  A  certain  degree  of  proficiency 
in  thpfe  elegant  attainments,  which  contribute 
to  the  innocent  amufement  of  domeftic  life  J 
and  in  thofe  more  trivial  qualifications  which 
the  refinement  of  moc^ern  manners  prefcribcs 
to  young  perfons  in  a  liberal  rank  of  fociety, 
is  undoubtedly  requifite.  But  in  general,  a 
medium  fimilar  to  that  which  Agar  is  applaud- 
ed in  Scripture  for  defiring  with  refpeft  to 
poverty  and  riches,  would  prove  the  happieft 
both  in  the  cafe  of  accomplifhments  and  of 
perfonal  beauty.  This  however  is  a  truth, 
which  the  vanity  or  the  mifguided  fondnefs  rf 
parents  feldom  leaves  them  difpofed  to  difcem 
or  to  admit.  It  more  frequently  happens  that, 
by  laying  a  continual  ftrefs  upon  mere  accom- 
plifliments,  and  by  negleding  to  imprefs  on 
the  young  mind  of  the  learner  their  compara- 
tively low  importance  among  the  great  and 
genuine  objeifts  of  education,  they  fix  the 
thoughts  of  their  children  principally  upon 
them ;  and  thus  excite  and  ftrengthen  thofe 

7  pafiions. 
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paffiohs,  which  It  ought  to  have  been  their  daily 
care  to  fubdue,  and,  if  poffible,  to  eradicate. 

A  parent  ought  coiiftantly  to  aim  at  gaining 
the  affedionate  confidence  of  his  children ;  and 
fhould  lead  them  to  regard  him  not  as  a  father 
merely,  but  likewife  as  a  friend.  He  muft  avail 
himfelf,  that  he  may  govern  them  properly,  of 
the  joint  principles  of  love  and  fear ;  both  of 
which,  though  the  influence  of  the  former  is 
ever  more  defirable  than  that  of  the. latter,  ap- 
pear from  reafon,and  revelation  to  be  neceffary 
for  the  due  coritroul  of  imperfedi  beings.  But 
if  his  conduct  be  fteady,  temperate,  and  judi- 
cious, their  fondnefs  for  him  [z)  will  never  be 
impaired  even  by  a  ftridt  exercif^  of  needful 
authority.  Paffionate  or  morofe  behaviour  on 
his  part,  or  groundlefs  rigour  and  reftraint, 
will  undoubtedly  impair  it ;  and  among  many 
Other  bad  efFeds  will  have  that  of  rendering 

(2)  The  aflertion  of  the  poet, 

Non  Irene  conveniunt,  nee  in  una  fede  morantur 
IWajeftas  et  amor  — —  HoR. 

though  generally  true  Vrith  regard  to  private  friendfhips,  is 
riof  applicable  to  thofe  cafes,  in  which  the  fentiments  of 
refpe£l  and  of  a£Fe6lion  are  equally  implanted  by  nature. 

h:s 
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his  children  lefs  folicitous  for  hi§  favour,  and 
lefs  anxious  to  fecurc  it  by  perfcvering  good 
condma.  And  therefore  St.  Paul  (^7^),  when 
he  direfts  fathers  "  not  to  provoke  their  chil- 
♦^  dren  to  anger**  by  aufterity  and  harfhnefs, 
adds  the  reafon,  "  left  they  be  difcouraged,*' 
A  parent  Ihould  never  omit  proper  opportu- 
nities of  explaining  to  his  children,  as  far  as 
their  age  renders  them  capable  of  underftand- 
ing  him,  the  grounds  of  his  commands  and  pro- 
hibitions ;  a  pradice,  which  will  at  once  tend  to 
prefervc  their  love  and  relpedt,  by  preventing 
him  from  being  deemed  arbitrary  and  capri- 
cious ;  and  at  the  lame  time,  by  fixing  their 
attention  and  imprefling  their  memory,  will 
contribute  to  their  adting  right  in  (imilar  cafe& 
So  likewile  let  him  on  fuitable  occaiions  point 
out  to  them  the  realons  why  they  are  inftrud- 
ed  in  particular  branches  of  ftudy„  whether 
folid  or  ornamental ;  and  why  they  are  not 
employed  on  others,  in  which  fome  of  their 
companions  may  be  engaged :  yet  without  for- 
getting to  call  to  their  recolledtion,  that  age 
and  experience  are  neceflary  for  the  purpofe 
of  ellimating  the  whole  force  and  difcovering 

{aa)  Coloflf.  ill.  21. 

the 
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the  various  bearings  of  thefe  reafons;  and  con- 
cur with  other  circumftances  to  make  it  right 
that  he  flioul4  himfelf  decide.  When  obliged 
to  ufe  reproof,  let  hitn  do  it,  not  only  without 
paflion,  but  fo  that  the  caufe  and  motive  may 
be  evident  tp  the  party  reproved.  And  let 
him  not  give  his  children  grounds  for  con- 
cluding from  fymptoms  of  partiality  in  his 

proceedings,  that  he  regards  one  with  a  lefs 
tender  eye  than  another.  Let  him  ftrenuoufly 
endeavour  to  exterminate  from  their  minds 
every  degree  of  art ;  a  quality  of  all  perhaps 
the  mod  pernicious,  and  frequently  the  laft  to 
be  difcovered  by  the  parent,  however  obvious 
to  others.     Inftead  of  fufifering  the  praife  of 

clevernefs  to  be  beftowed  on  fhrewd  excufes 
for  petty  inftances  of  'milconduft,  or  on  re-^ 
citals  feafoned  with  a  little  witty  exaggeration, 
and  thus  cherifhing  that  propenfity  to  falfe- 
hood  which  will  too  often  be  found  to  predo-? 
minate  in  their  breafts ;  let  him  bring  them  to 
an  uniform  pradice,  built  on  principle,  of 
owning  their  faults  frankly,  and  without  delay, 
^nd  of  fcrupuloufly  adhering,  whether  they 
^eak  in  jeft,  or  feriouflyi  to  truth.  Let  him 
watch  over  their  progrefs  in  learning,  apd 

direiSl 
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direct  their  attention  at  fit  feafons  to  modem 
hiftory,,  geography,  and  other  ufeful  ftudies, 
not  at  all,  or  but  impcrfeftly,  comprifed  with* 
in  the   circle  commonly  trodden  at  fchools 
and  colleges.  Let  him  not  negleS:  to  aiOfimuIate 
their  habits  and  views  to  the  places  which  it  is 
probable  that  they  will  feverally  fill  in  the  fcale 
of  fociety  ;  and  teach  the  younger  to  look  for- 
ward without  repining  to  the  cuftomary  fupe- 
riority  of  the  eldeft,  and  the  eldcft  to  regard 
it  without  arrogance  and  exultation,  by  incul- 
cating on  them  all,  that  diftlndlions^  of  rank 
and  employment  vifibly  tend  to  the  common 
good ;  that  each  has  its  peculiar  advants^es  and 
dangers  ;  and  that  in  each  the  favour  of  God 
may  be  fecured,  and  fervice  rendered  to  man- 
kind.    Let  him  train  them  up  to  a  reafoning 
and  inveftigating  fpirit ;  and  to  a  habit  of  ex- 
amining the  various  works  of' the  creation^ 
and  of  thence  raifing  their  thoughts  to  the 
great  Creator.      Above  all  things,   let  him 
"  bring  them  up,"  as  the  Apoftle  enjoins  {M)^ 
•*  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord:'* 
let  him  imprefs  on  their  hearts,  and  cherifh 
from  their  childhood,  a  warm  and  adiive  fenie 

{bh)  Ephcf-  vi.  4. 
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of  f  eligiott  j  and  an  invariable  reference  to  God 
laind  their  duty  in  every  part  of  their  condu£t* 
And  iii  proportibri  as  their  nnderftandingd 
dpen,  let  him  eftablilh  them  in  a  thorough 
Knowledge  of  the  internal,  aiid  alfo  of  the  ex- 
ternal and  hiftoridal  evidences  of  the  truth  of 
ChriftiAnity.  There  is  caufe  deeply^td  lament 
that  fo  little  care  Is  beftowed  on  this  point,  iii 
many  feminaries  bf  education,  public  as  well 
as  private*  W^  cannot  wonder  that  they 
fliould  be  ftaggered  by  the  fpecious  cavils  of 
fceptics  and  unbelievers,  who  know  their  reli-^ 
gion  only  as  it  werfe  by  rote;  and  have  nothing 
to  allege  in  its  behalf,  but  that  their  parents 
and  teachers  profeffed  it,  and  bade  them  dd 
the  fame.  lie  alone  dan  have  juft  grounds 
for  tinfting  that  he  (hall  be  preferved  from  th'e 
delufiions  of  doubt  and  infidelity,  who  is  qua-* 
lifted,  by  a  diligent  and  fdber  itiveftigation  df 
the  fubjcft,  "  to  give  to  every  one  a  reafoh  df 
^'  the  hdpe  that  Is  in  him  (rr).'* 

It  ia  i  matter  of  diflBlculty  to  obferVe  a  pi*oper 
tnediuxxl  with  refped  to  the  time  and  manner 
of  introducitig  young  perfons  of  both  fexes 
into  general  fociet;^^.     The  error  predominant 

(«•)  I  Pet.  iii*  I  J. 
YOU  II.  11  \tf. 
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in  the  prefent  age  is  that  of  corrupting  boys 
and  girls,  by  initiating  them  into  the  habits  of 
men  and  women.  Another  error,  far  lefe 
common,  but  equally  ruinous  when  it.  takes 
place,  is  that  of  keeping  them  confined  almoft 
within  the  limits  of  a  nurfery,  until  they  arc 
fuddenly  turned  loofe  upon  the  world,  dazzled 
with  its  novelties^  and  unacquainted  with  its 
daggers.  Liberty  is  too  hazardous  a  gift  to  be 
imparted  at  once.  And  the  full  force  of  tempt- 
ations will  ufually  be  beft  withftood  by  thofe, 
wh6  have  been  inured  to  them  by  degrees, 
and  ftrengthened  ty  overcoming  their  {lighter 
attacks. 

Conllderationsof  the  fame  nature  with  thofe, 
which  determined  the  parent  with  refped  to 
the  earlier  and  middle  parts  of  his  fon's  edu- 
cation, ought  to  be  decifive  with  regard  to  the 
concluding  part  of  it.  If  the  young  man  is 
dcilined  to  an  univerfity,  let  him  not  be  placed 
there  at  too  early  an  age.  And  let  that  uni- 
verfity and  that  college  be  felefted,  where  he 
will  find  the  greateft  inducements  to  dil^ace, 
the  ableft  inftruftors  in  ufefiil  learning,  and 
fhe  itaoft  careful  fuperintendants  of  his  morals-: 
not  that  which,  is  .recommended  merely  by 
/  '  5    '  '  .!;--having 
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having  been  formerly  preferred  by  his  family, 
by  the  groundlefs  fafhiori  of  the  day,  or  by  af- 
fording opportunities  of  making  fplendid  and 
luci'ative  cbnneftions.  Let  his  i*ank  and  annual 
expenditure  be  fixed  about  the  middle  point  of 
the  fcale  eftabliflied  by  cuftom  for  perfons 
whofe  future  profpedts  are  fimilar  to  his  own. 
To  fix  them  higher  is  to  tempt  him  to  pride  and 
extravagance ;  to  fix  them  lower  is  to  teach 
himtd  think  himfelf  treated  with  unkindnefs, 
and  authorifed  to  endeavour  to  maintain  what 
he  conceives  to  be  his  proper  ftation,  without 
being  very  fcrupulous  as  to  the  methods  of 
accompliihing  his  purpofe. 

The  eldeft  fon  of  a  private  gentleman  fel- 
dom  purfues  any  profeffion.  And  as  it  rarely 
happens  that  he  fettles  in  matrimonial .  life 
(and  it  is  fcarcely  ever  for  his  happinefs  that 
he  ihould)  immediately  upon  the  termination 
of  his  academical  ftudies,  fome  of  the  years  im- 
mediately following  are  not  unfrequently  de- 
dicated to  foreign  travel.  The  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  from  travel,  and  its  peculiar  uti- 
Kty  to  thofe  who  are  intended  for  political  life, 
cannot  be  denied.     But  that  the  period  in 

lis  queftion 
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queftion  is  generally  likely  to  realize  the  tic^ 
peded  benefits^  is  a  pofition  not  eafy  to  be 
cftablifhed.  Were  we  on  the  contrary  to  coQ'* 
elude,  that  to  expofe  a  raw  youth  to  the  diffi- 
pation  and  vices  of  foreign  capitals,  under  no 
othor  guidance  and  controul  than  that  of  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  would  probably  contribute  more  to 
the  deftrudion  of  his  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples, than  to  the  improvement  of  his  under* 
ftanding  and  the  enlargement  of  his  knowledge; 
the  coocludon  would  not  be  repugnant  to  fober 
reafoning  (///),  and  would  be  abundantly  con^ 
firmed  by  daily  experience.  Neither  is  it  com- 
monly defirable  that  a  young  man,  little  more 
than  of  age,  fhould  embrace  an  opportunity 
of  going  into  parliament  \  efpecially  if  another 
is  likely  to  prefent  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years*  Tlie  artful  flatteries  and  earefles  of 
party,  employed  (as  in  fuch  cafes  they  con- 
ftantly  are)  both  in  public  and  in  private  to 
dazzle  and  entrap  the  unfulpefting  mind,  will 
be  too  likely  to  prove  fuccefsful ;  and  to  fix 
him  for  life  an  intereftcd  and  ambitious  fup* 
porter  or  oppofer  of  a  minifter. 

(ad)  See  this  fubjc£l:  difcuflbd  in  a  \nEry  able  manner  by 

BiOiop  Hurd,  in  a  dialogue  between  Mr.  Locke  and  LorJ 

Shaftcfbury. 
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The  ftridlnefs  of  parental  power  terminates, 
when,  according  to  the  regular  order  of  nature, 
its  exiftence  is  no  longer  neceflary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  child.  Yet  a  mild  and  miti- 
gated authority  will  ftill  remain  to  the  one 
party ;  and  will  be  acknowledged  by  the  other, 
according  to  the  didates  both  of  reafon  and 
religion,  from  afFedion  and  a  ftrong  fehfe  of 
obligations  received.  The  child  arrived  at 
mature  age,  is  bound  to  fliew  through  life  the 
greateft  love  and  tendernefs  to  his  parent,  the 
utmoft  attention  to  his  wants  and  infirmi* 
ties(^^),  and  every  degree  of  reafonable  compli«* 
ance  with  his  deliberate  wiflies.  And  in  return, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the,  parent  to  give  to  his  child 
fubftantial  proofs  of  reciprocal  aSedion,bycon^ 
tinning  to  him  the  aid  of  his  experience  and 
counfel,  by  uniform  liberality  of  conduA,  to* 
wards  him,  and  by  a  cheerful  acquiefceoce  ia 
ajll  his  blamelefs  defires.  By  applying  tbeie  ge« 

{ee)  "  My  fon,  help  thy  father  in  his  age,  and  griere 
«<  him  not  as  hng  as  he  liveth.  And  if  his  underftanding 
^<  fail,  have  patience  wit^  him;  and  dcipiftt  him  not,  when 
<<  thou  art  in  thy  full  iirength.''  E^duf.  iii.  la,  13* 
<<  Hearken  unto  thy  father ;  and  defpife  not  thy  mother 
«  whcn-ihe  is  old."  Prov.  xxiii.  22.  «*  Let  them  (children) 
tf  learn  to  requite  their  parents."-—!  Tim.  y.  4* 

1  i  3  neral 
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neral  principles  to  the  cafe  of  an  elder  fob,  the 
father  is  taught  particularly  to  guard  him  from 
thofe  idle  and  vigious  cuftoms  into  which  he 
may  eafily  be  betrayed  by  having  no  immediate 
employment ;  and  to  encourage  him  to  per*^ 
fevere  in  habits  of  ftudy,  to  cultivate  branches 
of  fcience,  and  to  render  himfelf  ufeful  to 
others  by  fome  aftive  occupation,  that  the  ex- 
emption from  profeffional  engagements  may 
not  ultimately  prpve  to  have  been  a  heavy 
xnisfprti|ne  tp  him.     He  is  taught  to  behave 
to  him  univerfally'  with  open  and  friendly 
confidence ;  to  fliun  even  the  mod  diftant  ap- 
pearance of  jealoufy  and  a  wifti  to  keep  him 
dependant  and  in  the  back-ground ;  to  be  un- 
referved  in  acquainting  him  with  the  fituaticn 
of  his  own  private  affairs ;  and  liberal,  accord- 
ing to  his  eft  ate  and  the  number  and  circum- 
(lances  of  his  family,  in  the  fum  affigned  for 
his  fon's  expences  While  fmgle,  and  in  the 
Income  transferred  to  him  on  his  marriage. 
Above  all  things,  let  him  not  put  iiliati  affec^ 
tion  to  the  fcverefl:  of  all  trials,  by  oppofing, 
from    felfifli  motives,  his  fon's  matrimonial 
f hoice.  And  fi pally,  let  him  ftudioufly  cherifh 
}n  the  el4er  brother  ?n  affeOionate  and  as  it 

were 
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were  parental  regard  for  his  other  fons  and: 
daughters ;  that,  in  the  event  of  his  own  dea.th, 
they  may  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  prdtedtor. 

Younger  fons  commonly  proceed  from  the . 
uuiverfity  to  the  ftudy  of  the  prpfeflion  which 
they  are  to  follow;  though  in  fome  inftances 
they  are  under  the  neceffity  of  entering  upon 
it  at  an  earlier  period  of  life,  and  without  hav- 
ing had  the  benefit  of  academical  inftrudion. 
In  the  latter  cafe,  the  choice  of  the  profeflioa  * 
will  reft  almoft  exclufively  with  the  parent. . 
In  the  former,  greater  attention  is  juftly  due 
to  the  opinion  and  willies  of  the  young  man ; 
and  the  father's  oflSce  is  rather  to  rectify  both, . 
by  obviating  prejudices  and  removing  mifap-; 

prehenfions,  and  by  per fpicuoufly.  explaining 
the  feveral  advantages  and  difadvantages  of- 
different  lines  of  Ufe,<  than  peremptorily  to 
prefcribe  a  particular  occupation.  In  both 
cafes,  let  him  be  influenced  by  a  proper  regard 
to  the  temper,  habits,  and  genius  of  the  youth  j 
and  look  to  the  probable  fecurity  of  virtuous 
principles  far  more  than  to  the  profpeft  of 
eminence  and  wealth.  And  let  him  not  be 
averfe  to  having  his  fon  fixed  in  a  liberal  line 
of  trade  or  manufadures,    if  circumftances 

I  i  4  render 


maj  he  not  lcffi3^  k  «SS  be  £a4»  tdbe  fiartsas 
whkhlielBdiBlBBdcdcDlKqncitlittiher?  In 
one  cafe  nndonhtediy  hcisnocodhraiSiB 
but  bound  ID  do  fe;  nasBdr;, 
in  hUconfcirnccthitdiroiiiglithe 
rider  of  her  hnflwind  J  or  odbcr  caafej^  the  di* 
minotion  will  be  for  her  bjppind&L  Bat  he 
will  not  be  jofiifiaUe  in  Irflcning  it  bf  waj  of 
infliffing  a  pimiflimenf  far  wbaiaL  he  teims  her 
difobedience  ;  bccanfe  fhe  was  anduarifed  bf 
her  age  to  dedde  for  herfidf  as  to  matrisnomal 
engagement.  It  would  be  equally  fight  in  p^ 
raUel  circumftanrrs  to  make  a  fimilar  rrditflion 
in  the  cafe  of  a  ion.  But  in  each  cafe  &e  ground 
of  the  alteration  ought  to  be  the  general  princi- 
ple of  affigning  to  the  child^  as  nearly  as  may  be 
pradicable,  the  predfe  pordon  moft  likely  to 
advance  its  real  welfare.  And  this  princi{4e 
would  equally  authorife  and  require  the  amount 
of  the  deftined  fortune  to  be  altered,  were  the 
change  of  opinion  produced  by  any  other  new 
circumftance  inftead  of  a  marriage* 

The  many  cogent  reafbns  which  bind  eveiy 
perfori  who  has  property  at  his  difpoTal  not  to 
4efer  fettling  his  affairs  by  will,  until  ficknefft 
prage  ovcrtjdce?  him,  prefs  with  more  than 

common 
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TP^hont  it  may  be  his  duty  not  to  overlook, 
according  to  the  joint  claims  of  relationfhip, 
merit,  and  need,  and  the  reafonable  expefla- 
tions  excited  by  cuftom,  education,  and  coun« 
tenance  received.     While  heiihews  a  prudent 
regard  to  what  may  be  almoft  termed,  where 
a  large  landed  property  is  under  confideradon^ 
the  eftablifhed  right  of  primogeniture ;  let  not 
pride  lead  him  to  confine  his  younger  children 
to  a  fcanty  pittance,  for  the  purpofe  of  heaping 
an  enormous  fhare  on  theeldeft.     And  where 
their  portions  are  neceilarily  fmall,  let  him 
ailign  lefs   to  the   fons  than  to  the  daugh- 
ters ;  who  beijag  incapable  of  improving  their 
fortunes  by  profeilional  employments,  will  be 
more  expofed   to  the  preflure  of  narrow  cir- 
cumftances,  and  to  the  temptation  of  marrying 
from  interelted  views.     If  he  is  Ainfortunate 
enough  to  have  a  worthlefs  child  unfit  to  be 
trufted  with  any  other  bequeft  than  an  annuity, 
let  fome  provifion  be  made  for  his  future  wife 
and  family.    A  father  ought  not  to  impofe  on 
his  children  unufual  reftridions  as  to  the  time 
or  manner  of  receiving  their  inheritance,  ex- 
cept  on  very  fubftantial  grounds  j  as  the  parties 
reftrained  will  probably  be  impelled  by  their 
pwn  feelings,  and  ftill  more  by  the  fuggeftion$ 

of 
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Mod  of  the  obfervations  which  have  beea 
made  in  the  preceding  pages  on  the  various 
duties  of  parents  are  alfo  applicable^  and  are  de« 
figned  to  be  applied,^  to  the  cafe  of  thofe  per<^ 
fonswho,  not  having  children,  confider,  or 
ought  to  confider,  their  nephews  and  niecest 
or  other  young  relations,  with  a  pareotai  eye. 

3.  The  laftclafsofdomeftic  duties  of  which 
it  was  propofed  to  fpeak,  comprehends  thofe  at^ 
tached  to  the  fituation  of  the  mafter  of  afamiiy. 

The  general  kindnefs  and  attention  due  from 
the  mafter  of  a  family  to  his  near  rel^ions, 
who  are  members  of  it,  has  already  been 
implied  in  the  obfervations  refpeding  the 
proper  behaviour  of  the  hufband  to  his  wife^ 
and  of  the  parent  to  his  children.  Pk'opor^ 
tional  regard  ought  to  be  fbewn  to  more 
diftant  relations,  and  to  intimate  friends  who 
live  under  his  roof.  Among  the  amiable 
qualities  which  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
domeftic  life,  cheerful  good-humour  and  mitd<^ 

meant  to  be  applied,  to  mothers.  And  many  of  thofc 
about  to  be  fubjoined  are  intended  as  addrefled  to  the 
miftrefsy  as  well  as  to  the  mafter,  of  a>famHj. 

ncfsf 
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nefs  of  manners  (land  pre-eminent.     Their 
influence  is  felt  daily  and  hourly.    When  they 
refult  merely  from  conftitutional  temper,  they 
obviate  many  circumftances  which  would  have 
proved  interruptions  of  comfort.     But  to  be 
truly  pleating  and  fteadily  beneficial,  they  muft 
be  founded  on  that  benevolence  of  heart  which 
IS  enjoined  and  infpired  by  chriftianity.   Their 
value  is  beft  difcerned  by  marking  the  gloom 
and  conftraint  that   pervade  every  part  of  a 
family,  the  head  of  which  is  morofe,  peevifli, 
or  overbearing. 

But  relations  and  intimate  friends  are  not 
the  only  branches  of  the  family,  *to  whom 
duties  are  owing  from  the  matter  of  it.  His 
fervants  have  many  claims  upon  him.  Placed 
as  they  arc  in  temporary  fubordination  to  him, 
they  yet  ftand  on  a  level  with  himfelf  in  the 
great  family  of  the  univerfe,  and  before  the 
eye  of  its  impartial  fovereign.  It  is  this  con- 
fideration  which  th^Chriftian  Scriptures,  after 
ftrongly  inculcating  {gg)  on  fervants  the  du- 
ties of  confcieatious  fidelity,  refpeft,  and  obe- 

»  

<^s)  Epl^cf*  vi»  S— 8.  Coloff.  iiL  22.  25. 
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dience^  prefent-  to  die  view  of  the  mafter,  in 
order  to  enfure  juft  and  humane  behaviour 
on  his  part  {Jbh)*  "  Mafters,  give  unto  your 
"  fervants  that  which  is  juft  arid  equal,* know-* 
*'  ing  that  ye  alfo  have  a  mafter  in  heaven," 
And  (//)  ye  mafters,  do  the  fame  things unfo 
them  [your  fervants],  forbearing  threaten* 
ing,  knowing  that  your  mafter  alfo  is  in 
heaven;  neither  is  there  refpe6k  of  pcrfontf 
"  -  before  hiou"  The  number  of  fervants  kept 
in  a  family  ought  to  be  fcrupuloufly  adapted 
to  its  wants ;  and  fhould  neither  be  curtailed 
by  penurioufaefs  fo  as  to  burthen  the  domeftics 
with  immoderate^work,  nor  enlarged  through 
unreafonable  indulgence,  or  to  gratify  a  lovtf 
of  parade',  and  at  the  rilj:  of  rendering  them 
idle  and  diftblute*  The  wages  which  a  mafter 
gives,  fhould  not  either  greatly  exceed  or 
fall  fhort  of  the  rates  which  cuftom  has  efla- 

■ 

bliftied.    If  he  errs  much  on  one  fide,  he  loads 
himfelf  with  a  needlefs  expence,   and  con- 
tributes to  make  his  own  fervants  extravagant 
and  vicious,  and  thofe  of  all  his  neighbours" 
difiatisfied.     If  he  miftakes  on  the  other,  he 

(hh)  ColofT.  iv.  I. 
-  (//)  Ephcf;  vi,  9.  and  Thus,  ii.  9,  10.  -.**>-* 

does 
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giving  encouragement  to  petty  quarrels  and 
tale-bearings,.  Let  him  not  iiifier  one  indivi- 
dual to  tyrannife  over  another ;  nor,  while  he 
maintains  the  proper  authority  of  the  higher 
fervantsv  permit  the  exiftence  of  a  domineer- 
ing ariftocracy  below  flairs.  Let  his  conftant 
behaviour  be  kiiid  and  mild  ;  and  temperate, 
though  firm j  when  he  is  obliged  td  reprove. 
Abufive  and  ihfuking  expreffions  fhould  never 
be  drawn  forth  by  atty  fatiltS,  leafl  of  all  by 
faults  inadvertently  committed,  or  fponta- 
neoufly  eonfcfled.  Let  him  be  indulgent  in 
allowing  his  fervants  innocent  recreations, 
and  oecafional :  vifits  at  fit  times  to  their  kin- 
dred and  friends.  Let  him  be  careful  to  afford 
them  ample  opportunities  for  attending  public 
\vorfhip ;  and  neither  negledt  to  furnifh  them 
at  home  with  bibles,  and  fuitable  treatifes  of 
religious  inftruAion,  nor  grudge  the  incidental 
expence  of  having  the  ignorant  among  them 
taught  to  read.  Little  prefents  of  books  or 
of  money  for  particular  defert,  and  premiums 
for  long  fervice,  are  not  only  rewards  de- 
fervedly  beftowed  on  the  parties,  but  rewards 
which  have  a  very  beneficial  effeft  on  the  other 
fervants,  by  ftimulating  them  to  flrive  to  ob- 
.    Vol,  ji.  K  k  tain 
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tain  iimllar  favours.  This  obfenration  may  tie 
extended  to  fmall  loans  lent  to  old  and  faiths 
ful  fervants,  in  order  to.affift  them  vrhen 
they  marry,  or  fettle  in  bufinefs.  To  con- 
elude  this  fubjed:,  every  matter  of  a  family 
ought  to  pay  the  ftrideft  regard  to  opennefi 
and  truth,  in  giving  the  chara^ers  of  perfona 
who  have,  left  his  fervice ;  neither  fpeaking 
too  favourably  of  them  through  miflakeii 
lenity,  nor  harflily  from  pique  and  refent- 
nient.  And  in  no  cafe  fhould  he  deliver  to 
a  fervant,  when  he  quits  his  place,  a  written 
character ;  fince  it  may  be  ufed  very  imjjro- 
perly  by  him,  or  be  transferred  to  fome  other 
perfon,  and  thus  be  perverted  to  various  pur- 
poses of  deceit  (^^f). 

The 

(kk)  The  combinationlB  which  very  frequently  fubfift  in 
the  metropolis  between  fen-auts  and  the  tradefmen  an4 
others  who  fupply  families  with  necefTary  articleSi  fliould 
be  reprefled  with  fcrupulous  care  by  every  mailer  of  a  fa- 
mily, not  only  on  account  of  the  extraragant  charges  and 
impoiitions  to  which  they  fubjedhimy  but  alfo  on  account 
of  the  habits  of  difhonefty  which  they  produce  or  encou* 
rage  in  the  confederated  parties.  In  many  cafes  fome  <rf 
the  upper  fer^'ants  receive  from  each  tradefman  a  cerpun 
per-centage  on  the  amount  of  his  bill ;  while  the  groom 

or 
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Hhe  labourers  who  are  employed  in  the 
gardens  and  grounds  of  a  private  gentleman, 
may  juftly  be'confidered  in  fome  relpedts  as 
his  fervantis.  As  fuch  they  ought  to  receive  at 
his  htod  fiifficient  wages,  with  prompt  pay- 
ineiit ; '  and  to  find  a  reafonable  fliare  of  nis 
attention  beftowed  on  the  relief  of  their  dif- 
treflee,  rand  .the  improvement  of  their  morals* 
Let  him  not  difmife  them  frotfi  his  fervice, 
l:M)r  reduce  their^hire  with  unfeeling  accuracy, 
when  fickn^fs  or  old  agie- renders  their  day's 
work  lefs'vduable ;  nor  turn  adrift  his  fuper- 
fluous  hands  on  the  approach  of  winter,  when 
they  ^re  not  likely  to  find  another  mafter.  To 

1 

or  coachman  has  aftated  fee  from  the  vender  for  every  load 
of  .hay  brought  to  the  ftables,  another  for  every  load  of 
ftraw,  *aild  a  third  for  every  quarter  of  oats'.  Under  .this 
fyftem  it  becomes  the  intereft  of  the  fervant  to  pufh  the 
confumption  of  the  family  to  the  utmoft  extrerrieiy  every 
kind  of  wafte  j  .and  as  far  as  poflible  to  throw  cuftom  intp 
the  hands  of  unprincipled  dealers,  who  will  give  him  the 
higheft  premhim,  and  ^biiridantly  repay  themfelves  by  im- 
moderate prices^  and  by  charging  for  'a  greater  quantity 
of  articles  than  was  a&ually  fur^iifhed.  'Sometimes  the 
fyftem  proceeds  under  a  difierent  fhape  5  but  the  objeft 
puffued  is  the  fame.  Example  and  the  defire  bf  gain  will 
often  fpread  the  contagion  among  *  tjiofc  who  for  a  time 
had  witMlpod  its  influence* 

K  k  2  employ 
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employ  from  motives  of  benevolence  thofe 
who  cannot  obtain  work  elfewhere,  is  one  df 
the  beft  kinds  of  charity*  .  ^ 

In  fixing  the  general  fcale  of  his  doihe(Bc 
proceedings    and    expences,    the  firft'  thing 
which  the  mafter  of  a  family  has  to  confider^ 
is  the  amount  and  nature  of  his  property^ 
with  the  claims  already  exifting  upon  it,  and 
fuch  as  are  likely  to  arife.     That  a  mode  cf 
living,  which  may  be  right  for  a  private  gentle- 
man with  an  eftate  of  eight  or  ten  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  would  be  unjuftifiable  in  an- 
other who  has  but   half  the'  income,   is  a 
truth  evident  in  itfelf,  and  generally  recognifed 
in  pradice.     But  the  pride  of  rivalfhip,  and 
that  culpable  fpirit  of  imitation  which  pre- 
vails in  the  world,  feem  not  fo  generally  to 
permit  the  poffeflbr  of  an  annual  income  of 
one  thoufand  pounds  to  remember,  that  he 
has  only  half  the  income  of  his  neighbour  who 
receives  two  thoufand ;  and  but  a  third  of  the 
revenue  of  him  who  receives  three.     Of  two 
perfons  poflTeflfed  of  equal  landed  fortunes,  if 
the  one  has  inherited  an  unincumbered  efiate, 
and  the  other  has  to  pay  the  intereft  of  an 

12  over- 
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overwhelming  debt  j  or  If  the  one  is  at  prdfent 
childlefe,  or  unmarried,  or  has  the  unlimited 
difpofal  of  his  property,  and  the  other  is  merely 
tenant  for  life,  and  has  portions  to  provide  for 
a  numerous  family  ;  expences,  which  would 
t)e  blamelefs  in  the  former,  wduld  be  deeply 
criminal  in  the  latter.  Experience  has  proved 
that  charges  of  all  kinds,  efpecially  if  they  are 
of  fome  magnitude,  feldom  fail  to  exceed  the 
original  computation ;  and  that  new  demands, 
not  forefeen  at  firft,  continually  occur.  Hence 
it  is  the  part  of  prudence  in  every  mafter  of  a 
family  rigidly  to  adju0  his  expenditure  to  fuch 
a  ftandard,  as  may  not  only  provide  for  defi- 
ciencies in  his  eftimate,  and  alfo  make  an  an-* 
nual  reduction  of  incumbrances,  to  which  his 
eftate  may  be  fubjed,  and  an  annual  addition, 
if  it  be  neceflary,  to  the  fund  deftined  for  his 
younger  children  j  but  may  leave  him  an  an- 
nual furplus  for  unexpedied  contingences  on 
the  fcore  of  neceffity  or  of  benevolence,  as  long 
journeys  on  account  of  health,  heavy  lofles* 
burdenfome  repairs,  the  wants  of  diftreffed 
relations,  and  the  claims  of  public  charities  and 
public  works.  I  mention  unexpeSfed  contin- 
gences on  the  fcore  of  benevolence  j  for,  if  he 
}ia?  fqlly  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  he 

Kk3  will 
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at  all  times  mafter  of  the  ft  ate  of  his  affairs, 
and  led  to  difcover  neceffary  changes  and  re- 
du£tions,  and  to  make  them  before  it  be  toQ 
late.  Juftice  too  requires  him  to  be  pundtual 
and  expeditious  in  fatisfying  the  fair  demands 
of  his  tradefmen,  infl:ead  of  contributing  by  his 
dilatprinefs  to  augment  the  general  price  of 
articles;  which  is  fixed  by  fhopkeepers  much, 
higher  than  would  be  the  cafe,  were  it  not  to 
make  up  loffes  occafioned  by  cuftomers  who 
pay  flowly  or  not  at  all.  And  juftice  and 
every  moral  principle  concur  in  rieprobating. 
that  pride  and  falfe  Ihame,  which  fometimes 
impel  men  to  perfift  in  a  mode  of  life  far  more 
expenfive  than  they  can  afford,  in  defiance  of 
all  the  duties  owing  to  their  family  and  to 
their  creditors,  rather  than  fubmit  to  leffen  the 
parade  and  retrench  the  extravagance  of  their 
houfehold.  Nor  ever  let  fuch  a  mode  of  life 
be  inftituted  or  continued  through  the  profpe£t 
of  the  fpeedy  falling  in  of  jointures,  or  through 
eager  hopes  of  legacies  from  wealthy  relatives. 
For  thefe  are  expedations  fubjeft  to  the  riflj:  of 
long  delay^  if  not  of  final  difappointment ;  and 
they,  expofe  him  who  cheriflies  them  to  the 
horrid  temptation  of  learning  even  to  wifli  foi" 
the  de^th  of  theperfons  whofe  life  iretards  their 

K  k  4  iaccom- 
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mind,  and  univerfally  applying,  the  Chriftian 
principles   of    temperance    and   moderation, 
fliGuld  keep  down  all  matters  of  this  nature 
to  the  loweft  point  which  the  mariners  of  the  • 
times,  and  his  own  ftation  in  life,  will  reafbn- 
ably  allow.     With  eftablilhed  cuftoms,  as  far- 
as  they  are  neither  morally  wrong  in  them- 
felves,  nor  flagrantly  prejudicial  in  their  eflfeftsj^ 
it  becomes  him  in  fome  reafonable  meafure  to 
eomply,  that  he  may  not  needlefshy  acquire  the 
character  of  cynical  morofenefs,  of  affedfcation, 
of  abfurdity,  or  of  covetoufnefs ;  and  thus,  by 
Ipfing  the  efteem  and  good  opinion  of  others, 
diminifh  his  power  of  doing  good.     But  let 
him  not  comply  with  any  riflng  cuftom,  the 
prevalence  of  which,  though  the  cuftom  be  ia 
itfelf  innocent,  he  deems  undefirable,  until  it  be 
thoroughly  eftablifhed ;  for  otherwife  he  be- 
comes himfelf  one  of  thofe  who  are  charge- 
able with    introducing  it :    nor  to  a  greater 
extent  than  the  urgency  of  the*  cafe  requires ; 
for  otherwife  he  gives  it  pofitive  encourage- 
ment.     This   remark    may  be  extended  to 
every  advance    in    the  fcale  of  luxury   and 
diflipation.     As  far  as  expence  is  to  be  taken 
into,  the  account,  it  fhauld  not  be  forgotten  that 
f  very  new  ftep  in  luxury  naturally  leads  to 
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ncd  them  were  his  own.  Nor  let  him  take  to 
himfelf  the  merit  of  charity  for  having  em- 
ployed many  working  hands  in  executing  his 
defign ;  when  in  fa6t  he  employed  them  for 
his  own  gratification.  Let  him  not  lavifh  his 
ready  money  on  fome  favourite  indulgence  of 
his  own  ;  as  on  a  hunting-box,  which  at  his 
death  muft  perhaps  be  fold,  to  the  detriment  of 
his  family,  for  one  fourth  of  the  original  coft. 
Let  him  not  forget,  that  men  who  felfiflily  lay 
out  too  much  on  pleafure-grounds  and  other 
objedls  congenial  to  their  own  inclinations,  are 
not  unfrequently  feen  to  become  niggards  in 
charity,  and  covetous  in  points  of  domeftic  ma- 
nagement ;  and  fometimes  appear  even  to 
grudge  the  neceflary  expences  ojf  their  wives 
And  children. 

There  are  circumftances  not  unfrequently 
occurring  in  domeftic  management,  which, 
though  poffibly  they  may  be  deemed  too  mi- 
nute to  be  fpecifi^^d,  afford  fcope  for  moral  re- 
prehenfion.  Of  this  nature,  for  example,  is  the 
pradice  of  allowing  large  quantities  of  whole- 
some food  to  be  deftroyed  by  being  ftewed 
down  into  ftimulating  fauces-  In  fome  houfes 
&&  much  provifion  is  fcandaloufly  confumed  in 

this 
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In  filling  up  the  general  outline  of  dcmeftic 
jproceedingSy  there  are  fome  points  not  yet  no* 
ticedy  which  deferve  the  ferious  regard  of  the 
mailer  of  a  family*     In  this  number  may  be 
included  the .  banlihment  of  fcandal  from  the 
^ifcourfe  of  the  parlour- fire ^  fide  j  the  reftrie* 
tion  of  idle  habits  and  trifling  amufements 
within  ^he  narroweft  bounds;    the  fubftitu- 
tipn  of  inftru£tiye  books  in  the  place  of  card$ 
and  novels ;  and  the  regular  pradtice  of  family 
prayers^     Neither  vifits  nor  journies  fhould 
be  permitted  to  encroach,  except  in  peculiar 
cafes,  on  the  reft  and  proper  employments  of 
the  fabbath.  .  Nor  let  the  mafter  of  the  houfe^ 
while  he  is  folicitous  to  give  a  rational  direc- 
tion and.  limit  to  the  recreations  of  its  inhabit- 
ants^ exhibit  a  diflferent  exatnple  in  his  own. 
Let  him  not  attend  the  favage  fpedacles  of 
cockpits  and  boxing  matches ;  nor  engage  in 

the  ruinous  occupations  and  infamous  fociety 
of  race-courfes  and  gaming-tables.  Nor  let 
him  raifc  the  diverfions  of  the  field  from  the 
'rank  of  amufements,  and  fuffer  them  to  be- 
come one  of  the  bufinefles  of  life.  Let  him 
join  the  family  circle  in  the  winter  evcning^s 
perufal  of  the  felefked  portion  of  hiftory,  poc- 
try,  or  other  improving  and  elegant  branch^^of 

litera- 
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tha^n  he  is ;  nor  pradife  the  oppofite  deceit  to 
livoid  applications  for  loans,  or  to  provide  an 
cxcufe  for  parfimony,  efpecially  in  fubfcrip- 
tions.     Let  him  not  be  led  by  the  habits  and 
fociety-  of  his  neighbourhood  into  gambling, 
intemperance,  or  profligacy.     In   his   inter- 
courfe  with  other  families,  let  him  fhew  every 
poffible  regard  to  charader,  and  have  no  inti- 
macy with  the  vicious^    Let  him  not  pay  fer- 
vile  court  to  great  men,  nor  become  their  tool ; 
nor  be  elated  by  their  notice,  and  rendered  ar- 
rogant and  fickle  towards  others.    Let  him  be 
free  from  every  emotion  of  difcontent  or  envy 
when  any  of  his  equals  receive  fome  acceflion 
of  rank ;  and  not  be  led  by  jealoufy,  or  the 
filly  importunities  of  his  friends  and  relations, 
to- hunt  after  fimilar  advancement.     Let  him 
not  harbour  fentiments  of  family  pride;  nor^ 
be  weak  enough  to  look  down  on  thofe  who  . 
have  recently  eftablifhed   themfelves   in  the 
county  where  he  lives;    nor   on  thofe  who 
have  rifen  in  his  vicinity  to  fudden  wealth  and 
importance.     Let  him  not  be  puffed  up  with 
pride,  nor  become  contemptuous  or  diflant  in 
his  behaviour  towards  his  old  acquaintance, 
if  a  confiderable  addition  of  fortune  fliould 

y  devolve 
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family  of  another  with  the  fidelity  and  zeal 
which  he  would  wifh  to  be  exerted  for  his 
own.  Let  him  be  ready  to  conciliate  mifun- 
derflandings  and  to  do  good  offices  among  his 
acquaintance,  'on  proper  occafions,  'without 
being  folicited  ;  and  at  other  times,  when  he 
h  defired  to  interfere;  and  fees  a  profpedl  of 
being  of  ufe  by  interpofing.    But  let  him  not 

pry  into  the  affairs  and  tranfafltions  of  others, 
for  the  purpofe  of  gratifying  a  vain  curiofity ; 

nor  make  their  conduct,  and  much  lefs  idle 
rumours  propagated  concerning  them,  the  fub- 
je<S  of  unguarded  or  cenforious  converfation. 
The  general  dire£kions  given  in  the  Scrip- 
tures {nn)  to  all  men  *'  to  fludy  to  be  quiet, 
•*  and  mind  their  own  biifinefs,"  (a  precept 
which  intimates  the  broils  and  difTenfions  pro- 

'  duced  by  a  meddling  fpirit,)  are  extremely  ap- 
plicable to  perfons  who,  being  exempted  ^  by 
their  fituation  in  life  from  profeffional, employ- 
ments, have  the  more  leifure,  and  the  greater 
temptations,  to  bufy  themfelves  with  the  con- 

:  cerns  and  condud  of  their  neighbours. 

(nn)  iThcff.  iv.  ix. 
^OL.  II.  LI 
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•however  be  ignorant,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
Wrong  to  diflemble  my  donviftioh,  that  if 
this  bobi:  fhould  be  fortunate  enough  to  bbtaia, 
the  attention  of  -thofe  clafles  of  fpciefy  to 
which  it  is  addrefled,  it  will  not  uafre^uently 
fall  into  the  hands  of  perfon^  who  deny  or  doubt 
the  truth  of  the  Ghriftian  Revelation;  or  who 
allege  thai  a  ftridt  obfervance  of  its  precepts  is^ 
incompatible  with  their  political  and  pfofef- 
fional  duties,  and  is  not  required  from  them  in 
the  exifting  ftate  of  the  world* 

I.  To  perfons  of  the  firft  of  thefe  defctip^ 
lions  I  would  wiih  ^o  fubmit  the  following 
•  remarks* 

Di£bellef  or  diftruft  of  the  truth  of  Chrif- 
tianity  afiies  in  different  men  from  different 
caufes.  Some  who  have  been  much  accuflomed 
to  foreign  travel^  and  have  beheld  qppofite 
religions  firmly  ^flablifhed  in  different  coun- 
tries, on  the  contrary  fides  of  the  fame  moun-^ 
tain,  or  the  neighbouring  banks  of  the  fame 

« 

river ;  ajid  others  who  have  learned  from  the 
records  of  hiftory  that  various  fyflems  of  faith 
have  fucceffively  prevailed  in  the  fame  coun- 

LI  a  \  try. J 
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who  have  addifted  themfel ves  to  philofophical 
inveftigations,  have  become  decided  unbeliev- 
'crs.  Not  that  philofophy  is  the  enemy  of  re^ 
ligion.  The  former  is  the  natural  ally  of  the 
latter.  An  enquiry  into  the  laws  which  G  od 
has  prefcribed  to  the  human  mind,  to  organs, 
ifed  bodies,  and  to  inanimate  matter,  leads  a^ 
^very  ftep  to  a  new  difplay  of  his  power  and 
of  his  goodnefs.  But  men  who  purfue  it  with-t 
out  any  aim  or  any  defire  to  apply  it  to  its 
moft  important  ufe,  that  of  heightening  their 
reverence  for  thq  great  Creator  by  ^  hearer  ac- 
quaintance with  his  glorious  attributes,  eafily 
become  abforbed  iqi  the  contemplation  of  fc- 
cond  caufes;  and,  though  they  may  admit  the 

*'  .  •         .    - 

exiftence,  learn  to  deny  the  fuperintending  care 
of  the  Firft,  and  his  interference  with  the 
courfe  of  the  material  or  the  moral  world. 
Others  feck  for  refuge  in  unbelief  on  the  fame 
principle  on  which  many  of  the  Jews  did  in 
the  days  of  Chrift ;  who  "  loved  darknefs  ra- 
"  ther  than  light,  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil; 
and  would  not  come  to  the  light  left  their 
deeds  fhould,  be  (a)  reproved.      Refolved  to 

[perlift 

(a)  It  was  the  faying  of  an  unbeliever  of  high  rank,  who 
4ied  within  a  very  few  years,  that  <«  if  he  ^ould  betiiv^  Chrif- 
.      %  »    LI  3     '  <<  tianity, 


cc 
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<5cffipp  of  diffipatgd  amufements,  proceed  from 
the  omiffioa  of  the  practice  of  religious  duties 
to  the  dif^fp  ^nd  difregard  of  religious  confix 
derations,  and  ultimately  to  the  difbelief  of  re- 
vealed religion,  if  not  of  all  religion.  And  laft- 
Ijr,  the  Iqye  of  paradpx  and  fingularity,  difdain 
.^f  thinking  with  the- vplgar,  difguft  at  cafual 
inftance^.of  fuperftition,  and  difficulties  as  to 
particular  dodrines,  occafipnally  contribute  to 
fead  n^en  to  unbelief  {b). 

* 

_  pjefides  the  confirpied  unbelievers  of  eacji 
of  th^fe,  defcriptions,  there  are  many  perfons 
\vhpj  from  various  caufes,  advance  only  part 
of  the  v^ay  on  the  road  to  infidelity,  and 
ftop  fliort  -  at  different  ftages  of  doubt  and 
diftruft. 

Concerning  unbelievers  and  doubters  of 
^yejry  clafs,  one  obfervation  may  almoft  unu 
irerfaJLly  be  majde  with  tri\th ;  tljajt  they  are  lit- 
tle acqiuainled  with  the  na^ture  pf  the  Chrifllian 
religion,  and  ftiU  Jefs  with  the  evidence  hy 
which  the  truth  of  that  religion  is  fupported- 

(b)  See  alfo  page  10 1 — 196. 

L 1  4  Now 
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truths^  and  unable  to  afcertain  it  by  unaflifted 
reafon ;  if,  for  want  of  a  knowledge  of  that 
certainty,  they  were  become  a  prey  to  crimes 
and  delufions,  indulging  themfelves  in  every 
fjpecies  of  wickednefs,  and  worfhipping  flocks 
find  ftones,  and  perfonified  vices,  with  abfurd 
and  abominable  rites :  can  it  be  improbable 
that  he  wha  had  manifefted  his  goodnefs.  itt 
creating  them,  fliould  add  another  proof  of 
the. fame  difpofition  by  imparting  to  them  the 
further  light  neceffary  to  corred  their  wander- 
ings, and  to  guide  them  fteadily  in  the  way  to 
happinefsf 


They  who  are  led  by  thefe  pr  other  conli- 
derations  to  regard  a  revelation  as  a  thing  not 
improbable  in  itfelf,  ought  from  that  circuna- 
flancf  tp  feel,  and  naturally  will  feel,  a  greatet 
readinefs  to  enquire  into  the  evidence  of  any 
profefled  revelation  which  b^ars  outward  marks 
of  reality.     They  who  in  confequence  of  en- 
tertaining high  notions  of  the  fuflSciency  of 
human  reafon,  or  of  doubting  (and  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  they  can  do  more  than  doubt)  the 
reality  of  a  future  ftate,  or  its  connection' with 
human  condud  on  earth,  deem  the  exiflencc 
^  6  of 
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Af  a  revelatioQ  highly  improbable,  cannot  af^ 
firm  that  it  i$  impoffible }  and  ought  confe- 
^uently  in  a  fimilar  cafe  to  infUtute  a  fimilar 
enquiry.  For  an  antecedent  perfuafion  of  the 
improbability  of  the  Deity's  a<3:ing  in  any  par- 
ticular manner  is  no  more  a  re^on  for  refill^ 
ing  to  examine  whether  he  has  not  a<^ed  thus, 
if  exifting  fads  aflford  ftrong  prefuroptive  evi- 
dence  that  he  has ;  than  it  would  be  for  refiif* 
ing  to  believe  that  he  has,  if  conclufive  evi^ 
dence  were  produced. 

The  queftion  then  which  remains  to  be  an- 
fwered  is  this :  Are  there  any  leading  circum- 
ftances  attending  Chrillianity,  circumflanjces 
generally  admitted  and  refting  on  independent 
proofs,  which  fcem  jTcarcely  cap^bje  pf  being 
accounted  for  on  any  fuppofition  but  on  that 
of  its  truth;  and  confequently  furnifli  fo  ftrong 
a  prefumption  of  its  being  a  divine  revelation, 

as  to  render  thofe  who  doubt  or  deny  it  not 
merely  imprudent  but  criminal,  if  they  do  not 
ferioufly  enquire  into  its  evidence  ? 

The  following  ftatement,  T  apprehend,  will 

juftify  the  anfwering  of  that  queftion  decidedly 

in  the  affirmative. 

The 
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TheChriftian  religion,  whether  true  or  falfe, 
had  its  origin  in  ia  country  and  nation  held  ia 
proverbial  contempt  in  almoft  every  part  of  tha 
known  world.     The  author  of  the  religioa 
was  not  only  a  Jew,  but  of  the  loweft  rank 
?imong  the  Jews.     He  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  have  been  uninftruded  in   literature  and 
philofophy.      He  employed,  in  propagating 
his  docftrine,  affiftants  who  were  alfo  Jews, 
and  of  a  ftation  as  obfcure,  and  of  minds  as 
little  cultivated  by  learning,. as  his  own.     The 
religion  which  they  preached  was  of  fuch  ^ 
nature  as  to  be  generally  and  unavoidably  moft . 
obnoxious.     It  was  avowedly  intended  to  fu- 
perfede  and  annihilate  every  other  religion.  'It 
attacked  not  only  the  doctrines  and  ordinances 
of  the  Jews,  which  they  regarded  as  having 
been  appointed  by  God  hinifelf ;  but  thofe  in- 
veterate prepofleffions  which  were  rooted  no 
lefs  firmly  in  their  hearts  :- pronouncing  the 
abolition  of  the  peculiar  privilegesof  the  Jewifli 
race,  and  the  free  ad  million  of  the  abhorred 
Samaritans  and  Gentiles  to  all  the  benefits  of' 
the  new  difpenfation.    It  not  only  exafperated 
the  Romans  by  branding  as  impious  and  de- 
teftable  thofe  rites  and  inftitutions  which  they 
had  received  with  implicit  reverence  from  their 

remote 
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0  ' 

fat^  had  deftined  to  arife  in  the  eafL  The  foun- 
der of  Chriftianity  had  neither  thofe  favour- 
able circumftances  td  turn  to  his  advantage,  of 
,  which  other  teachers  of  new,  religions  have 
availed  themfelves  ;  nor  did  he  refort  to  thofe 
methods  of  proceeding  to  which  they  have 
pwed  their  fucccfs.  He  did  not,  like  Maho^ 
met,  make  his  attempt  in  a  place  where  there 
was  no  eftablifhed  religion.  He  did  not,  like 
Mahomet,  pay  court  to  a  particular  fet  of  men, 
or  a  particular  fedl ;  nor,  like  him,  artfully 
conciliate  perfons  of  all  the  different  religious 
perfuafions  in  the  country,  by  adopting  and 
incorporating  iriiD  his  own  fyftem  fome  of  the 
principal  of  their  refpedive  tenets ;  nor,  like 
him,  direct  the  prbpagation  of  his  dodrine  by 
the  fword ;  nor,  like  him,  permit  licentious 

<-      ■  "     • 

provinces  of  the  Roman  empire.  When  St.  Paul  preached 
the  Gofpel  at  Theflalonica,  his  enemies  ftirred  up  the  po- 
pulace againft  him  j  and,  not  finding  him,  **  they  drew  Ja- 
c<  fon  and  certain  brethren  unto  the  rulers  of  the  city,  cry- 
*^  ing,  Thefe  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down  are 
«*  come  hither  alfo  j  whom  Jafon  hath  received,  arid  thefe 
**  all  do  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  C«far,  faying  that  there 
'  «*  is  another  King,  one  Jefus.  And  they  troubled  the 
•<  people,  an4  the  rulers  of  the  city,  when  they  h^ard 
•«  thefe  things."     Ads  xvii.  6—8. 

indul- 
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indulgences,  and  promife  licentious  rewards  to 
his  followers.      He  did  not  confine  his  in- 
llrudlions  to  folitudes  and  obfcure   hamlets; 
but  delivered  them  in  the  moft  public  man« 
Ber,    in    populous   cities,    in    the    moft  fre- 
quented parts  of  Jerufalem  itfelf*    He  did  not 
reft  his  pretcnfions  on  any  fpecies  of  evidence 
of  a  fecret  nature,  or  in  any  refpedl  not  ge- 
nerally cognifable  by  his  cotemporaries  j  but 
appealed  to  profefled  miracles  performed  in 
the  fight  of  multitudes,  and  of  fuch  a  kind 
-that  every  man  could  judge  as  to  their  reality* 
He  was  not  permitted  by  the  contempt  or  the 
fupinenefs  of  his  enemies  to  proceed  unmo- 
lefted  in  making  profelytes  ;  but  was  actively 
oppofed  from  the  beginning  by  the  priefts  and 
chief  men  of  the  national  religion-;  was  re- 
peatedly in  danger  of  lofing  his  life;    andi 
after  a  fhort  miniftry  of   about  three  years 
duration  at  the  utmoft,  was  delivefed  to  the 
civil   power,    and  crucified  as  a  malefaftor. 
Yet  notwithftanding  this  event  the  progrefs 
of  the  religion  continued.     The  difciples  of 
Chrift,  though  they  could  have  no  reafon  to 
expetJi  better  treatment  than  their  mafter  had 
received;  though  they  expeded,  ajr they  had 

beeu 
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been  taught  by  him  and  profeffed  to  expefl:, 
nothing  in  the  prefent  life  but  troubles  and 
pierfecutions,  perfevered  in  preaching  the  famfe 
religion  as  he  had  taught,  with  this  additional 
and  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  their  ma>- 
Her,  on  the  third  day  after  his  crucifixion,  had 
arifen  from  the  dead  :  and  encountered  the  fe- 
vereft  punifliments,  and  death  itfelf^  rather  than 
'ceafe  from  publifliing  and  att^cfting  dodrines 
and  fa£ts  which,  if  fatfc,  they  could  not  but 
know  to  be  fo ;  and  from  the  preaching  of 
which,  if  true,  they  could  look  for  no  prefent 
advantage.     And  from  thefe  humble  begin- 
nings, and  by  thefe  unpromifing  methods,  did 
Chriftianity  make  its  way  fo  fuccefsfully,  that, 
within  three  centuries  from  the  firft  preaching 
of  Chrift^  it  penetrated  to  the  remoteft  extre- 
mities of  the  Roman  empire,  and  eftablifhed 
itfelf  on  the  ruins  of  every  other  *religioa 
which  it  found  exifting. 

When  all  thefe  cif cumftances  are  confidered* 
•  and  they  are  fuch  as  unbelievers  in  general  are 
ready  to  admit,  it  feems  nearly  impoffible  not 
to  come  to*  the  following  conclufion  :  that  a 
religion  of  fuch  an  origin,  and  avowedly  aim- 
ing 
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ing  at  fuch  objeds ;  a  religion  thus  deflitute  o( 
all  worldly  means  of  credit  and  fupport,  thus 
■provoking,  and  experiencing  every  kind  of 
worldly  oppofition,  could  never  have  obtained 
.belief  and  acceptation,  if  its  pretendons  had 
not  been  founded  on  irrefiftible  truth  j  and  con- 
fequcntly,  that  its  eftablifhment  under  all  thefe 
circumftances  affords  fo  very  ftrong  a  pre- 
fumption  that  it  is  true,  as  neceffarily  to  ren- 
der every  competent  Judge  to  whom  they  are 
known,  and  who  doubts  or  diibelieves  Chrif- 
tianity,  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  if  he  does 
not  carefully  examine  into  the  fpecific  evidence 
by  which  that  religion  is  fupported. 

This  is  the  conclufion  to  which  it  has  been 
my  obje£t  to  lead  by  fair  reafoning  the  candid 
reader,  who  diftrufts  or  denies  the  truth  of  the 
Chriftian  revelation.  If  this  conclufion  ap- 
pears to  him  well  eftabliflied,  he  will  naturally 
feek  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  evidence  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  in  treatifes  {d)  written 

profeffedly 

(d)  Dr.  Paley's  View  of  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity, 
and  Dr.  Beattic^s  Treatife  on  die  famc^  fubjeft,  and  Dr. 

Paley's 
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profeflcdly  on  the  fubjedl;  and  will  make 
himfelf  acquainted  with  the  many  ftriking  in- 
ternal proofs  which  it  bears  of  its  own  authen- 
ticity, by  a  diligent  and  attentive  ftudy  of  the 
Scriptures.  And  let  him  conduct  the  whole 
of  his  inveftigations  with  that  impartial  fpitit 
which  is  always  effential  to  the  difcovery  of  ^ 
truth,  whatever  be  the  fubjedt  under  difcuf- 
fion;  guarding  againft  the  influence  of  former 
prepofleflTions,  and  former  pradices,  with'-a  de-^ 
gree  of  caution  and  folicitude  proportioned  to 
the  fupreme  importance  of  the  enquiry  in  which 

he  is  engaged.  Let  him  be  prepared  "  to  do 
"  the  will  of  God  ;"  and  he  will  not  fail  "  to 
"  know(/3^)  concerning  the  doftrine^  Whether 
«  it  be  of  God/' 

11.  I  would  in  the  next  place  offer  a  few  ob- 
fervations  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  believ- 
ers in  Chriftianity,  who  contend  that  an  exadt 

Paley's  Horae  Paulinae,  are  particularly  defervirig  of  a  de- 
liberate perufal.  There  are  alfo  various  other  publications 
on  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  well  worthy  of 
notice. 

(rf)  John,  vii.  1 5,  17. 

TOL.  II.  Mm  obfervance 
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obfervance  of  all  its  precepts  is  more  than  13 
now  required  of  them. 

*  This  plea  for  deliberate  deviations  from  the 
ftridnefs  of  obedience,  a  plea  which  we  more 
frequently  hear  obfcurely  intimated  than  ex- 
plicitly ftated,  appears,  when  unfolded,  to  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  the  following  affertions :  that 
if  the  generality  of  men  would  aft  in  fcrupu- 
lous  conformity  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity, 
no  individual  could  be  vindicated  were  he  to 
conduct  himfelf  otherwife ;  but  that  every  man 
muft  take  the  world  as  it  is,  and  confider  what 
is  pradicable  [e)  in  the  exifting  ftate  of  things: 
that  if  government,  for  example,  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  a  certain  degree  of  deceit 
and  corruption,  the  politician  is  excufable  who 
praftifes  it ;  that  if  men  in  trade  cannot  main- 
tain their  ftation  without  ufing  the  fame  ob- 
jectionable arts  which  are  adopted  by  their 
competitors,  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  is  afuf- 

(^)  As  the  plea  under  confideration  is  fometimes 
grounded  in  part  on  the  fyftem  of  "  General  Expediency  j" 
a  fyftem  brought  forwajd  by  Mr.  Hume,  and  fmce  adopted 
by  a  very  refpeftable  chriftian  moralift ;  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred for  a  full  difcufEon  of  that  doftrine  to  "  The  Prin- 
**  ciples  of  Moral  Philofophy  inveftigated,  &c."  4th  ed. 
8vo.  by  the  author. 

ficient 
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ficient  apology ;  that  fimilar  reafoning  Is  ap- 
plicable to  every  other  profeffion  ;  that  extra- 
vagant and  needlefs  latitude  would, certainly 
be  unjuftifiable ;  but  that  it  is  abfurd  to  require 
points  of  morality  to  be  pufhed  to  extremes, 
and  to  refufe  to  make  neceflary  allowances  for 
compliance  with  eftablifhed  cuftomsi 

In  confidering  this  fubjed  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve  in  the  outfet,  that  to  require  what  the 
Scriptures  require,  whatever  that  may  be  found 
to  be,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  puihing  points  of 
morality  to  extremes  ;  that  whatever  they  re- 
quire we  may  be  aflured  is  pra£ticable;  and  that, 
happily  for  the  world,  there  have  lived  many 

individuals,  whofe  conduct  has  proved  that  to  be 
prafticable,  which  the  plea  in  queftion  would 
intimate  to  be  impoflible.  By  the  Scriptures 
fairly  interpreted  that  plea  muft  be  tried.  But 
before  we  examine  what  countenance  it  meets 
with  in  holy  writ,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  alk 
whether  it  approves  itfelf  to  fober  reafon. 

Now,  (ince  they  who  allege  this  plea  pro- 
fefledly  make  the  degree  in  which  it  is  cuftom- 
ary  for  men  to  deviate  from  the  rules  pre- 

M  m  2  fcribed 
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fcribed  in  the  Gofpel^  the  ilaiidird  meafure  of 
the  d££;ree  of'j^titude^  in  deviating  from  them, 
which  each  individual  is  at  liberty  to  ufe  for 
the  fake  of  forwarding  his  intercft;  they  muft 
unavoidably  aJinit,  if  they  will  reafon  confift- 
cntly  v;:th  their  own  principles,  that  when 
the  general  depravity  is  augmented  in  any 
proportion,  exaclly  in  the  fame  proportion 
h  that  latitude  augmented  ;  and  confequently 
that  a  degree  of  latitude,  which  in  one  ftate  of 
things  they  pronounce  extravagant  and  unne- 
ceffary,  m;iy  become  highly  needful  and  pro- 
per in  another.  This  in  fad  is  to  affirm,  that 
inflcad  of  the  pradicc  of  men  being  rendered 
conforn:able  to  the  laws  of  God,  the  degree  of 
obedience  due  from  any  man  to  thofe  laws  de- 
pends folely  on  the  pradice  of  his  neighbours ; 
aikl  that,  if  the  general  pradice  fhould  render 
it  lucrative  utterly  to  difregatd  and  contemn 
them,  no  individual  would  be  under  any  obli- 
gation to  pay  to  them  the  flighteft  attention 
whatever.  If  an  argument  like  this,  which 
ftrikes  direftly  at  the  root  of  all  religion,  can* 
not  be  maintained  by  thofe  who  believe  in 
Chriftianity ;  neither  can  the  plea  which  necef- 
farily  involves  it. 

In 
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In  the  next  place  ;  does  this  plea  receive 
more  eticouragement  from  the  Scriptures  ? 
From  that  quarter  it  experiences  nothing  but 
'  repulfe  and  condemnation.  Thole  who  urge 
it  cannot  produce  one  (ingle  text  authorifing 
an  individual  to  relax  in  his  obedience  to  the* 
precepts  of  the  Golpel.,  for  the  fake  of  efcaping 
difficulties  and  lofles,  through  fear  of  giving 
offence,  through  deference,  to  cuftora  or  au- 
thority, or  through  any  worldly  motive  {jf) 

whatever, 

(f)  The  only  paffage  in  the  Scriptures  which  feems  likely 
to  be  thought  to  countenance  the  praftice  of  deviating 
from  the  line  of  ftrift  duty  in  compliance  with  exifting 
circumftances,  is  2Kingsi  c.  y.  18,  19.  a  paiTage  which  has 
fometimes  been  explained  in  no  very  judicious  manner  by 
commeatators  on  the  Bible.  "AndNaaman  faid~"(toEli(ha), 
**  Thy  fervant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt-ofFering 
"  nor  facrifice  unto  other  Gods,  but  unto  the  Lord.  In 
this  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fervant,  that  when  my 
mafter  goeth  into  the  houfe  of  Rimmon  to  worfhip  there, 
and  he  leanetK  on  my  hand,  and  I  bow  myfelf  in;  the 
"  houfe  of  Rimmon  ;  when  I  bow  down  myfelf  in  the 
**•  houfe  of  Rimmon,  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fervant  this 
<«  thing.  'And  he  faid  unto  him.  Go  in  peace."  Perimif- 
fion,  it  is  faid,  w^s  here  given  by  the  Prophet  Eliflia  to  join 
in  afts  of  idolatry,  when  they  were  expedient ;  and  fomq 
writers  have  employed  themfelves  to  little  purpofe  in  en- 
deavouring to  account  for  it  from  tendernefs  ^o  the  ncW 
convert,  and  other  caufes.-  Whereas  fuch  a  permiffion,  if 
-    *     '  M  m  3  it 
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**  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may 
"  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable, 
"  and  perfeSi  will  of  God.V — Love  not  the 
"  world  (/),  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
"  world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
"  of  the  Father  i^  not  in  him.    For  all  that  is 
*^  in  the  world,  the  luft  of  the  flefh,  and  the 
"  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not 
"  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  AAd  the 
"  world  pafleth  away,  and  the  luft  thereof: 
**  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for 
"  ever." — "  Be  ye  therfore  (/f )  perfeSl^  even 
*'  as  your  Father' which  is  in  heaven  is  per- 
«  fed."—"  The  love  of  Chfift(/)  conftraineth 
*'  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died 
"  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  :  and  that  he  died 
"  for  all,  that  they  which  Xw^Jhould  henceforth 
"  not  live  unto  them/elves^  but  unto  him  which 
**  died  for  them  and  rofe  again." — "  What 
"  fliall  it  [m)  profit  a  man,  if  he  (hould  gain  the 

r"  whole 

(i)   I  John,  ii.  15,  17.  {k)  Matt.  v.  48. 

(/)  2  Cor.  V.  14,  15. 

{m)  Mark,  viii.  36.  38.  See  alfo  the  fevere  rebuke  pro- 
nounced by  Chrift,  Matt.  xv.  3—9.  againft  the  Pharifees, 
who  **  made  the  commandment  of  God  of  none  effe<9:  by 
*^  their  traditions  5'*  that  is  to  fay,  as  appears  from  the 

context, 
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*'  in  deed,  do  all  in  the  natoie  of  the  Lord 
"  Jefus,"  Let  us  obferve  too  how  he  com- 
pletely precludes,  by  the  following  declaration, 
the  plea  of  departing  from  the  prefcrlbed  rule 
of  right  for  the  purpofe  of  thus  doing  good  on 
the  whole.  "  We  be  flanderoufly  reported, 
"  and  fome  affirm  that  we  fay,  Let  us  do  evil 
"  that  good  may  come;  whofe  co?idemnation  is 
"  j^ifl  (?)•"  ^firiotis  defire  topleafe  God  in  all 
we  do^  attentive  equally  to  the  purity  of  the  end 
purfued^  and  to  that  of  the  means  employed  for 
attaiiting  it^  a7id  rendering  the  manner  of  purfu-^ 
i?2g  the  bnffjefs  ofourjlation^  be  it  what  it  may^ 
a  conflant  exprejjion  of  that  defire^  is  the  grand 
principle  which  all  thefe  paflages  inculcate  ; 
and  it  is  the  principle  which,  beyond  all  others, 
I  could  wifh  to  imprefs  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  whatever  be  his  rank  or  profefTion,  as 
being  the  only  one  which  will  lead  him  fteadily 
to  fix  his  attention  on  the  duties  which  he  has 
to  perform,  and  the  temptations  which  he  muft 
encounter.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  he 
who  knowingly  deviates  from  the  path  of  mo-^ 
ral  reftitude  and  Chriftian  duty,  becaufe  moft 
others  in  the  fame  rank  and  profeflion  with 
himfelf  deviate  from  it,  and  becaufe,  by  for-^ 

(^)  Romans,  iii.  8. 

bearing 
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ftantly  beyond  it.  He  muft  ftedfaftly  refift  all  . 
evil  cuftoms  j  and  fufped  himfelf  as  fecretly 
influenced  by  the  faultinefs  of  general  practice. 
And  let  thofe  who  find  themfelves  tempted  by 
prevailing  cuftom,  by  falfe  fhame,  or  by  in- 
tereft,  to  depart  from  the  ftri£tnefs  of  fcrip- 
tural  obedience,  confider  whether  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  Supreme  Being,  on  whofe 
providence  the  fuccefs  of  every  undertaking 
depends,  will  profper  thofe  who  fcrupuloufly 

obferve  the  laws  which  he  has  prefcribed  for 
their  conduft,  and  leave  the  ifTue  in  his  hands, 
rather  than  thofe  who  manifeft  their  diftruft 
of  his  care  by  reforting  to  arts  and  pradtices 
which  he  has  forbidden ;  whether  thofe  who 
are  injured   in   their   worldly    profpedls  by 
their  confcientious  adherence  to  the  line  of 
redlitude,  are  not  entitled  to  the  full  benefit 
of  the  fcriptural  confolation,  "  If  ye  fuiffer 
"  for  righteoufnefs  fake  (r),  happy  are  ye  :'* 
and  whether  it  is  not  the  part  of  wifdom  as 
well  as  of  duty,  whatever  be  the  event  at  pre- 
fent,  to  regulate  every  adlion  by  that  rule,  ac- 
cording to  which  it  will  be  judged  at  the  laft 
day, 

(r)  I  Peter,  iii.   14. 

FINIS. 
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